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Notice  from  Ben  Mount, 
Conference  Chancellor 

Is  your  church  incorporated? 

If  so,  have  you  filed  your  annual 
report  with  the  Louisiana  Secretary  of 

State? 

Is  the  name  of  your  registered 
agent  current? 

Get  answers! 

Contact  Louisiana  Secretary  of 
State,  (225)  925-4704. 

Or  visit  the  web  site: 

www.sec.state.la.us 
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■  New  Orleans 
District  /  4 

■  Acadiana 
District  /  5 
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Conference  receives  new  Igniting  Ministry  grant 


A  matching  funds  grant  for  $31,1 13 
from  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  has  been  awarded  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference  to  support  an  Igniting 
Ministry  television  campaign  during 
Lent  2003. 

A  total  buy  of  $62,226  will  be  placed 
on  local  network  channels  throughout 


the  conference  during  the  two  weeks 
prior  to  Easter,  which  falls  on  April  20. 
The  spots  will  run  concurrendy  with  a 


national  television  buy  set  to  run  on  net¬ 
work  and  cable  channels  during  the 
flight  dates. 

"It  is  our  pleasure  to  inform  you  that 
we  have  approved  your  request  for 
matching  funds  for  Lent  2003.  We  are 

Igniting  Ministry,  page  2 


Dealing  with  Disaster 


Tony  Fontenot,  left,  has  been  named  volunteer  coordinator  for  the  La.  United  Methodist  Conference  Disaster  Relief  Task  Force. 
The  group  met  recently  in  Lafayette.  Photo  by  Larry  Norman. 


New  volunteer  coordinator  at  'eye'  of  disaster  response 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

Tony  Fontenot  knows  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  helping  those  that  need  it 
most.  As  volunteer  coordinator  for  the 
La.  United  Methodist  Conference 
Disaster  Relief  Task  Force,  he  has 


watched  certain  people  struggle  for 
recovery  assistance  after  Tropical 
Storm  Isadore  and  Hurricane  Lili. 

“In  all  disasters,  people  fall  through 
the  cracks  and  do  not  get  die  help  they 
need.  Days  after  the  storm  hit,  when 
electrical  services  were  still  out,  and 


the  schools  were  closed,  a  group  of 
United  Methodist  Church  youth  spent 
their  off  time  from  classes  removing 
debris  for  elderly  folks.  One  woman 
called  and  said  that  she  had  no  one  to 

See  Disaster,  page  3 


November  deadline  for  petitions  to  General  Conference 


Individuals  and  groups  wanting  to 
change  policies,  procedures  and  prac¬ 
tices  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
have  until  Nov.  29,  2003,  to  submit  peti¬ 
tions  to  the  General  Conference,  the 
denomination’s  top  lawmaking  body. 

The  church’s  general  agencies  must 
submit  their  reports  for  General 


Conference  by  Aug.  1  and  their  petitions 
by  Oct.  1. 

Those  will  be  included  in  the  Advance 
Daily  Christian  Advocate,  a  publication 
giving  advance  program  information 
about  the  assembly. 

The  book  will  be  published  in 
English,  French,  German  and 


Portuguese  and  Spanish. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  General 
Conference,  which  convenes  every  four 
years,  will  be  April  27-May  7,  2004,  in 
Pittsburgh. 

The  General  Conference,  the  only 
body  that  can  speak  officially  for  the 

See  General  Conference,  page  7 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

The  Work  of  Christmas 


Welcome  to  Epiphany!  I  pray  each 
of  you  had  a  beautiful  and  joyous 
Christmas  season  and  that  your  hearts 
were  made  full  of  the  love  of  Christ 
and  the  peace  of  his  Spirit.  It  was  a 
relaxing  and  meaningful  time  for  me 
and  my  family  as  welcomed  home  our 
children,  granddaughter  and  Kay’s 
father.  The  quiet  sense  of  the  holy  was 
ever  present  in  the  worship  services  of 
Christmas  Eve  and  in  the  crisp  morn¬ 
ing  walks  taken  each  day.  I  returned  to 
my  office  on  January  2  with  a  great 
sense  of  renewal  and  readiness  to 
begin  anew. 

As  I  reflect  on  the  days  ahead,  an 
old,  but  favorite  statement  about  the 
work  of  Christmas  fills  my  thoughts. 
Howard  Thurman  penned  these 
words: 

“When  the  song  of  the  angels  is 
stilled, 

when  the  star  in  the  sky  is  gone, 
when  the  kings  and  princes  are 
home, 

when  the  shepherds  are  back  with 
their  flocks, 

the  work  of  Christmas  begins: 
to  find  the  lost, 
to  heal  the  broken, 
to  feed  the  hungry, 
to  release  the  prisoner, 
to  rebuild  the  nations, 
to  bring  peace  among  the  people, 
to  make  music  in  the  heart.” 

Now  is  the  time  for  the  work  of 
Christmas  to  begin.  One  of  our  great 
callings  is  to  “find  the  lost.”  In  fact,  we 
have  referred  to  Jesus’  calling  us  to  this 
task  as  “the  great  commission.”  This  is 
the  work  of  every  church  and  individ¬ 
ual  Christian. 

To  heal  the  broken  and  feed  the 
hungry  is  ever  before  us.  The  devastat¬ 
ing  storms  called  by  beautiful  names, 
Isadore  and  Lili,  have  provided  us  with 
major  opportunities  to  approach  this 
work  of  Christmas.  Are  you  aware  that 
44  of  the  64  parishes  of  Louisiana  have 
been  declared  disaster  areas  as  a  result 
of  these  two  storms?  Some  200,000 
families  have  made  application  for 
assistance  in  putting  their  lives  back 
together!  We  are  working  diligently 
and  as  quickly  as  we  can  to  address 
these  needs  as  a  church.  Yes,  the  heal¬ 
ing  of  the  broken  and  feeding  of  the 
hungry  can  be  readily  addressed  in  our 
immediate  society. 

“The  release  of  the  Prisoner”  is  also 
prominently  before  us.  Soon  we  will 
be  taking  the  offering  for  the  Louisiana 
Prison  Foundation.  This  helps  build 
chapels  in  the  many  prison  com¬ 
pounds  throughout  our  state.  These 


chapels  help  pro¬ 
vide  the  settings 
where  physical 
prisoners  can  be 
released  from  the 
bonds  that  shackle 
their  spirits  and 
allow  them  to  be 
free  in  Christ.  The 
work  of  Kairos  also 
approaches  this 
need.  And  then 
there  are  the  pris¬ 
oners  of  their  emotions,  their  psyches, 
their  work,  their  relationships,  and 
their  own  self-pronounced  freedom. 
All  call  for  the  release  that  only  faith  in 
Christ  can  provide. 

“To  rebuild  the  nations”  is  another 
work  of  Christmas.  I  learned  this  week 
that  the  United  Nations  is  monitoring 
some  44  wars  (!)  that  are  currently  in 
progress  on  the  globe.  Isn’t  that  amaz¬ 
ing!  We  don’t  have  to  go  looking  to 
find  nations  to  rebuild.  We  even  have 
some  to  rebuild  with  which  we  have 
been  directly  involved  as  a  nation. 

The  ever-present  threat  of  war 
reminds  us  of  the  great  need  “to  bring 
peace  among  the  people.”  We  need  to 
be  in  fervent  prayer  that  war  can  be 
avoided  and  that  we  can  find  ways  to 
live  peaceably  with  our  global  neigh¬ 
bors.  Iraq  and  North  Korea  are  but 
two  nations  with  whom  we  have  cur¬ 
rent  disagreement.  It  would  be  easy  to 
name  many  more  that  are  on  the 
fringe  of  our  friendship.  Now  is  the 
time,  perhaps  more  than  ever  before, 
for  the  Christian  and  other  religious 
communities  to  offer  their  prayers  that 
our  leaders  will  find  peaceful  ways  to 
settle  our  differences  so  that  the  world 
may  live  as  brothers  and  sisters  under 
the  parenthood  of  our  God. 

And  the  music  in  the  heart  is  the 
energy  that  will  make  all  the  other  call¬ 
ings  doable.  Let  us  reach  out  our 
hands  and  hearts  to  one  another,  share 
our  laughter  and  our  joys,  encourage 
one  another  in  our  strengths  and  pray 
for  each  other  in  our  weaknesses,  and 
fill  our  spirits  with  the  life-changing 
power  of  God’s  Holy  Spirit  until  our 
hearts  ring  with  heavenly  music  and 
divine  song. 

I  look  forward  to  the  year  2003  and 
to  sharing  it  with  the  United 
Methodists  of  Louisiana  and  with  the 
people  of  the  world.  May  God’s  deep 
blessings  put  us  to  doing  as  well  as  to 
celebrating. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fell 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Important  IRS  Notice  for  Pastors  and  Treasurers 

Effective  Jan.  1 , 2003,  the  mileage  rate  for  travel  was  decreased  by  the 
Internal  Revenue  Service  to  36  cents  per  mile. 


Igniting  Ministry,  from  page 1 


delighted  to  partner  with  Louisiana 
Conference  in  raising  the  awareness  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church,”  wrote 
Jackie  Vaughan,  director  of  the  Matching 
Grants  program  for  Igniting  Ministry. 
This  award  is  the  second  received  by  the 
conference,  with  the  first  supporting  a 
buy  placed  in  the  fall  of  2001. 

Congregations  that  have  not  already 
done  so  are  encouraged  to  purchase  an 
Igniting  Ministry  Planning  Kit,  which 
offers  evangelism  tools  designed  to  raise 
positive  awareness  and  increase  visibili¬ 
ty  for  local  churches.  A  brand  new 


resource  entitled  “Beyond  30  Seconds: 
Developing  a  Welcoming  Congregation” 
will  also  be  available  in  March,  and  may 
be  pre-ordered  at  this  time. 

Kits  may  be  ordered  online  by  visiting 
www.IgnitingMinistry.org  or  by  calling 
toll-free  (877)  281-6535. 

A  regional  training  on  the  “Beyond  30 
Seconds”  curriculum  will  be  held  August 
20  at  the  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth. 

Look  for  more  details  about  the  train¬ 
ing  in  future  issues  of  Louisiana  Now! 
and  on  the  conference  web  site. 


Foundation  plans  two  workshops 


The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  will  sponsor  two  workshops 
simultaneously  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  on 
Feb.  22  from  10  a.m.-12  p.m. 

Pastors  of  predominantly  African- 
American  congregations,  having  an 
annual  budget  of  $100,000  or  more  and 
planning  a  building  campaign  in  the 
next  two  years,  will  want  to  attend  the 
workshop  offered  by  Dr.  Herman 
Norman,  senior  strategist  with  The 
Genesis  Group.  Throughout  "African 
American  Church  Capital  Campaigns,” 
Dr.  Norman  will  address  the  issues  of 
building  stewardship  and  operating  a 
successful  capital  campaign.  Since  1986, 
Dr.  Norman  has  served  full  time  assist¬ 
ing  churches  across  America  achieve 
their  financial  objectives. 

Pastors  may  attend  a  workshop  enti¬ 


tled  “Bringing  Together  the  Resources  to 
Renew  Your  Church,”  also  offered  from 
10  a.m.-12  p.m.  Dr.  Don  Renshaw  of  the 
North  Texas  Conference  brings  experi¬ 
ence  in  fund  raising  and  estate  plan¬ 
ning — having  served  as  Senior 
Development  Officer  of  a  large  medical 
center,  as  well  as  holding  an  outstanding 
record  of  success  as  a  pastor,  adminis¬ 
trator  and  fund  raiser  to  Church 
Development  and  Finance  Associates. 
Richard  Hearne  will  also  present  during 
this  visioning  workshop  that  focuses  on 
strategic  planning,  staff  consultation, 
leadership  development  and  fund  rais¬ 
ing. 

Persons  interested  in  attending  one  of 
the  workshops  must  respond  no  later 
than  Feb.  10  to  Gay  McKnight  in  the 
Foundation  office  at  (225)  346-1535  or 
umfla@aol.com. 


Notification  of  Retirement 

Paragraph  356  of  the  2000  Book  of  Discipline  states  that  "requests  for 
retirement  shall  be  stated  in  writing  to  the  bishop,  cabinet,  and  board 
of  ordained  ministry  at  least  one  hundred  twenty  days  prior  to  the  date 
on  which  retirement  is  to  be  effective."  If  you  plan  to  retire  at  the  next 
session  of  Annual  Conference,  notification  should  be  received  by  those 
listed  above  by  Feb.  1, 2003. The  processing  of  a  clergy's  retirement 
may  be  delayed  if  this  timeframe  is  not  met. 
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Disaster, 


from  page  7 


Tony  Fontenot  stands  outside  a  typical  dwelling  in  El  Salvador  on  one  of  the  many 
LAVIM  missions  in  which  he  has  participated. 


help  her  remove  the  large  branches  sur¬ 
rounding  her  home.  A  tree  removal  serv¬ 
ice  had  offered  to  remove  the  branches 
for  a  ridiculous  amount  of  money,  so  she 
told  them  to  come  back  later.  The  next 
day,  a  group  of  United  Methodist  youth 
volunteers  arrived  at  her  home  and 
removed  the  branches.  Just  as  quickly  as 
they  arrived,  the  teenagers  departed,  off 
to  the  next  project.  The  woman  told  me 
how  blessed  she  felt  because  of  their 
efforts,”  said  Fontenot. 

This  scenario  is  only  one  example  of 
the  many  efforts  currently  being  made 
by  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  to  provide 
assistance  in  storm  recovery  efforts. 
Volunteer  assistance  from  the  church, 
and  from  myriad  relief  agencies  and  reli¬ 
gious  institutions,  has  been  vital  due  to 
the  magnitude  of  the  damages  suffered 
by  the  state’s  residents.  “The  more  than 
163,000  Louisianians  affected  by  Tropical 
Storm  Isidore  and  Hurricane  Lili  apply¬ 
ing  for  federal  assistance  make  it  the 
largest  number  of  disaster  applicants  in 
state  history,”  State  Coordinating  Officer 
Art  Jones  said.  "We’re  proud  of  what 
we’ve  accomplished  but  we  know  that  a 
lot  of  our  citizens  suffered  a  great  deal  of 
hardship  and  had  their  lives  turned 
upside-down.” 

Jones  praised  the  efforts  of  volunteer 
groups  who  are  continuing  to  help  hard- 
hit  residents  and  stressed  that  disaster 
resistance  planning  was  a  key  focus  of 
state  and  federal  recovery  officials,  (from 
www.fema.gov) 

In  response  to  the  tremendous  need, 
the  Disaster  Relief  Task  Force  was  devel¬ 
oped  by  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson 
of  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Conference  shortly  after  the  disasters. 
Chaired  by  Dr.  Don  Cottrill,  pastor  of 
Rayne  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans,  its  members  include  clergy  and 
lay  persons  from  throughout  the  state. 


The  purpose  of  the  task  force  is  to  imple¬ 
ment  policy  and  procedure  as  it  relates 
to  the  Disaster  Response  Team,  which 
has  been  in  place  within  the  conference, 
dealing  with  general  disaster  recovery. 

“Thus  far,  we  have  hosted  several 
relief  teams  and  organized  groups  of  vol¬ 
unteers  to  perform  debris  removal  and 
case  management  contact  in  several  of 
die  hardest  hit  areas.  Immediately  after 
the  disasters,  Rev.  Sue  Pugh,  Disaster 
Response  Coordinator,  had  flood  buck¬ 
ets  delivered  to  coastal  areas  hit  by 
storm  surge  flooding.  Teams  are  still 
arriving  to  conduct  debris  removal, 
mainly  consisting  of  fallen  trees  which 
may  cause  health  and  access  hazards. 

We  are  providing  these  services  for  the 
poor,  elderly  and  infirm  who  have  no 
other  assistance  possibilities,”  said 
Fontenot. 

He  further  stated  that  the  long  term 
recovery  plan  designed  by  the  task  force 
focuses  on  those  who  have  storm  related 
damage  and  cannot  afford  to  complete 
the  construction,  even  with  the  assis¬ 
tance  provided  to  them  from  insurance 
or  government  sources. 

As  volunteer  coordinator,  Fontenot  is 
responsible  for  organizing  the  housing, 
projects  and  resources  for  the  teams  of 
volunteers  who  respond  to  calls  for 
assistance  in  the  recovery  efforts  due  to 
these  disasters. 

A  great  deal  of  his  experience  in 
emergency  management  systems  was 
acquired  during  the  17  years  he  was 
employed  with  the  Lafayette  Parish 
Sheriff’s  Department. 

"A  large  portion  of  this  time  was  spent 
in  a  supervisory  capacity.  I  also  became 
familiar  with  the  Incident  Command 
System  in  place  with  many  emergency 
services  agencies,  which  effectively  coor¬ 
dinating  personnel,  materials  and 
resources  during  critical  incidents,” 
Fontenot  said. 


He  also  volunteered  with  the  Red 
Cross  as  an  instructor  and  advisor  and 
was  asked  by  the  conference  to  develop 
a  written  disaster  response  team  that  is 
currently  in  place  for  all  United 
Methodist  churches  in  the  state. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  has  been  a  guiding  hand  for  the 
task  force  in  providing  consultants  as 
well  as  funds  to  assist  the  Louisiana 
Conference  in  the  development  of  this 
team.  They  have  provided  training  as 
well  as  counseling  on  all  aspects  of  dis¬ 
aster  response  and  recovery. 

Fontenot  said  that  mission  housing  is 


needed  for  teams  arriving  and  working 
in  the  disaster  areas.  In  addition,  there  is 
still  a  big  need  for  volunteers  for  con¬ 
struction  work  on  mission  housing  proj¬ 
ects. 

"I  take  seriously  the  commitment  to 
go  and  do  what  needs  to  be  done.  It  has 
been  an  honor  to  meet  and  work  with  so 
many  people  who  give  of  themselves  for 
others.  My  ministry  is  to  follow  Christ 
and  do  the  best  that  I  can  for  all  who 
need.  I  am  truly  blessed  by  this  experi¬ 
ence,”  said  Fontenot. 

Persons  interested  in  volunteering 
may  contact  Fontenot  at(337)  981-7050. 


Churches  with  more  than  1 00  percent  of  apportionments  paid 


REV  CHRIS  BLANCHARD 
REV  LEON  A  BOGGS 
REV  MARVETTE  J  THOMAS 


REV  K.  DALE  HENSARLING 


REV  WILLIAM  K.  MCDONALD 
REV  w.  RALPH  FORD 
TBS 

REV  JAMES  A  GRAHAM 
REV  JAMES  A  GRAHAM 


ACADIAN  A 

LOUISIANA  MEM  UMC 

ALEXANDRIA 

FIRST  UMC/  BOYCE 

FIRST  UMC/  PINEVILLE 

WILTON  UMC 

EMMANUEL  UMC 

ASBURY  UMC/  NATCHITOCHES 

BATON  ROUGE 

BROADMOOR  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  BATON  ROUGE 
JEFFERSON  UMC 
ST  ANDREW’S  UMC 
CLEAR  CREEK  UMC 
MEADOWS  CHAPEL  UMC 
ST  FRANCISVILLE  UMC 
ZACHARY  UMC 
LUTCHER  UMC 
LUTCHER  CHAPEL  UMC 

LAKE  CHARLES 

ROANOKE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  CROWLEY 
BRANCH  UMC 
HACKBERRY  UMC 
HOLLY  GROVE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  LK  CHAS 


REV  ROBERT  L  BURGESS 
DR  CHRISTOPHER  H  ANDREWS 
REV  CAROL  WINN  CRAWFORD 
REV  H  STEVE  STEPHENS 
REV  KENNETH  R.  BOWMAN 
REV  JOHN  DEREK  REESE 
REV  HAROLD  B  BABIN 
REV  ALAN  EINSEL 
REV  BARBARA  BEAUMONT 
REV  GREGORY  MCCLAY,  SR 


REV  TRUMAN  STAGG 

REV  ROBERT  E  HOLLIS 

REV  CHARLES  L.  FLOYD 

REV  LEON  A  BOGGS 

REV  CHRIS  BLANCHARD 

REV  DOUGLAS  DEGRAFFENRIED 


FIRST  UMC/  LEESVILLE 
WESLEY  UMC/  SULPHUR 
MALLALIEU  UMC  /  JENNINGS 

MONROE 

CROWVILLE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  MONROE 
ST  PAUL’S  UMC  /  MONROE 
ST  JOSEPH  UMC 
ASBURY  UMC/  W  MONROE 


REV  JOSEPH  L.  ROUNTREE 
REV  LARRY  R  STAFFORD 
REV  RICHARD  H  HUMPHRIES 
REV  KIBBIE  E  HATFIELD 
REV  REBECCA  CONNER 


RUSTON 

MT  MARIAH  UMC 
FARMERVILLE  UMC 
OAK  GROVE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  MINDEN 
GRACE  UMC/  RUSTON 
TRINITY  UMC/  RUSTON 

SHREVEPORT 

BARKSDALE  UMC 
BETHEL  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  BOSSIER  CITY 
ASBURY  UMC 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
ELLERBE  ROAD  UMC 
HALL  SUMMIT  UMC 
HOSSTON  UMC 
PELICAN  UMC 
PLEASANT  HILL  UMC 
BROADMOOR  UMC 
GRACE  COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
CHRIST  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  SHREVEPORT 
MANGUM  UMC 
MORNINGSIDE  UMC 
ZWOLLE  UMC 
VIVIAN  UMC 
BONCHEST  UMC 
ROUND  GROVE  UMC 
FAIRVIEW  UMC 


REV  RAY  R.  SPILLER 
REV  JOHN  G  HANKINS 
REV  H.  ELIZABETH  LOVE 
REV  J.  RODDY  TAYLOR 
REV  A.  WAYNE  EVANS 
REV  FRED  B  WIDEMAN 

REV  PAUL  C  CARROLL,  SR 

REVS  CHAS/FRANCES  FREEMAN 

REV  LARRY  G  MILLER 

REV  BARRY  HUGHES 

REV  ELLEN  MONTEGUDO 

REV  JUDITH  D.  BAZER 

REV  CARL  MUNYON 

REV  EMILE  ROUSSEAU 

REV  DORIS  SHEPPARD 

REV  DORIS  SHEPPARD 

REV  STEVEN  M  SPURLOCK 

REV  ROBERT  A  WEBER 

REV  LARRY  D  O’DELL 

DR  R  PAT  DAY 

REV  GREGORY  R  DAVIS 

REV  RICHARD  L.  COCKBURN 

REV  BONITA  C.  DAVIS 

REV  RAMONALYNN  BETHLEY 

REV  GEORGE  L.  THOMAS 

REV  KEN  FISHER 

REV  DONNY  R.  NEDD 


NEW  ORLEANS 

CORNERSTONE  UMC  REV 

GRETNA  UMC  REV 

METAIRIE  UMC  REV 

MUNHOLLAND  UMC  REV 

RAYNE  MEMORIAL  UMC  REV 

ST  LUKE’S  UMC  REV 

THOMPSON  UMC  REV 

BETHANY  UMC/  NEW  ORLEANS  REV 


JAMES  F.  HAYNES 
FRANK  S.  HARRIS  III 
RHONDA  E.  FEURTADO 
T  NICHOLS  EVANS,  JR 
DONALD  C.  COTTRILL 
WESLEY  C  REAGAN 
WILLIAM  L  JONES 
HADLEY  R  EDWARDS 


NORTH  SHORE 

FIRST  UMC/  DENHAM  SPRINGS  REV.  WYBRA  PRICE 


LEE’S  LANDING  UMC 
BUSH  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  COVINGTON 
FIRST  UMC/  SLIDELL 
HARTZELL  MT  ZION  UMC 


PAM  GUAGLIARDO,  TREASURER 
REV  KARL  D  WOOD 
REV  G.  LARRY  MAXWELL 
REV  JERRY  G.  HILBUN 
REV  ERNEST  E. SCOTT 
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Vida  Blue  embraces  New  Orleans  District  Superintendent  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson 
at  the  golf  tournament  benefitting  the  Lafon  Home. 

Annual  golf  tournament  benefits  Lafon 


Vida  Blue,  1971  Cy  Young  and 
MVP  Award  Winner,  was  the  celebrity 
guest  at  the  annual  Buford  Jordan 
and  Richard  Cooper  golf  tournament 
which  benefits  the  Lafon  Nursing 
Home  of  the  UMC. 

Buford  Jordan  and  Richard  Cooper 
are  former  New  Orleans  Saints  play¬ 
ers. 

The  annual  golf  tournament  was 
held  on  November  1st  at  the  Bayou 


Oaks  Golf  Course  in  New  Orleans. 
This  year’s  event  featured  60  golfers 
and  generated  over  $5,000  for  the 
Home.  Vida  Blue’s  team  ended  the 
afternoon  in  third  place.  New 
Orleans  District  Superintendent,  Rev. 
Freddie  Henderson,  is  related  to  Vida 
Blue  and  was  instrumental  in  his 
attendance.  This  year’s  event  marked 
the  tenth  anniversary  of  the  tourna¬ 
ment. 


Mt.Zion  UMC  awards  scholarships 


The  Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist 
Church  Scholarship  Committee,  led  by 
Mrs.  Hilda  Doakes  Sills,  awarded  2002- 
2003  scholarships  at  the  beginning  of 
the  fall  semester. 

A  total  of  $9,610  was  issued  to  eight 
students.  Recipients  are: 

Nikki  Bennett,  Delgado  Community 
College;  Ashley  Cook,  Southern 
University  and  A&M  College;  Cedric 


Graves,  Southern  University  at  New 
Orleans;  Terrance  Holloway,  Dillard 
University;  Kelly  Mayberry,  University  of 
New  Orleans;  Robin  Owens,  Southern 
University  at  New  Orleans;  Joshua 
Speight,  Southern  University  and  A&M 
College;  Kathleen  Wilson,  University  of 
South  Alabama.  Money  is  raised  on 
Scholarship  Sundays,  special  givings  and 
through  other  special  programs. 


Rev.  Constance  Saizon,  pastor  at  Peoples  United  Methodist  Church,  delivers  the 
invocation  at  a  recent  New  Orleans  Hornets  basketball  game. 


On  Scout  Sunday,  2002,  at  Belle  Chasse  UMC,  the  Belle  Chasse  United  Methodist 
Men  presented  the  Cross  and  Flame  Award  to  two  church  members.  The  award  is 
given  to  adult  leaders  who  give  exceptional  service  in  the  use  and  promotion  of 
programs  for  young  people  through  scouting.  Sue  Lewallen  and  David  Nielsen  met 
the  requirements  of  The  Office  of  Civic  Youth-Serving  Agencies/Scouting  of  the 
General  Commission  on  United  Methodist  Men  and  the  National  Association  of 
United  Methodist  Scouters. 


Christian  Education  Workshop 

"Expressing,  Expanding,  Enriching  Your  Teaching  Ministry" 

Guest  speaker:  Barbara  Bruce,  Saturday,  Feb.  1 , 2003 
Rayne  Memorial  UMC,  8:30  a.m.-12:30  p.m.$10  per  person 
Contact:  Linda  Berg,  504-486-3982,  ext.  1 08  or  Carol  Sherer,  504-899-3431 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  New  Orleans  District  Communication  Advisor: 

Dian  Kent 
837  Sumner  St. 

New  Orleans,  LA  70114 
(504)  528-2219 
(504)  328-2265  fax 


DS:  Please  help  the  N.O.  Children's  Home 


“Do  you  hear  what  I  hear?” 

(written  December  17,  2002) 

It’s  Christmas  time  and  I  see  evidence 
of  this  everywhere  I  travel.  The  lights  are 
all  so  very  pretty  as  I  drive  through  the 
neighborhoods.  The  stores  are  filled  with 
stuff  that  many  folks  do  not  have  the 
money  to  buy,  to  impress  the  folks  that 
they  do  not  know,  with  stuff  that  they 
often  do  not  really  need.  That  seems  to 
be  the  flavor  that  Christmas  has  taken  in 
many  sectors  of  our  culture. 

Occasionally,  however,  I  do  see  a  sign 
which  reminds  us  of  the  real  reason  for 
dris  season — JESUS!  My  hope  is  that  we 
never  reach  the  place  where  the  season 
becomes  so  trivialized  and  commercial¬ 
ized,  such  that  the  real  reason  is  forgot¬ 
ten  or  relegated  to  the  back  burner.  That 
would  be  tragic!  In  order  for  us  to  keep 
the  tme  meaning  of  Christmas  vibrant 
and  alive,  we  need  to  develop  a  keen 
sense  of  listening  to  God’s  admonition  of 
sharing  the  Good  News!  But  first,  we 
must  listen! 

In  one  of  the  Christmas  songs,  there 
are  these  lyrics: 

“Said  the  little  lamb  to  the  shepherd 
boy, 

‘Do  you  hear  what  I  hear? 

Ringing  through  the  sky,  shepherd 
boy. 

Do  you  hear  what  I  hear?”’ 

It  is  a  heart-rending  reminder  to 
myself  that  in  order  for  me  to  grow  in 
my  spiritual  journey,  I  have  to  continue 
to  cultivate  the  art  of  listening.  The 
scripture  writers  quote  Jesus  with  the 
words,  “Those  who  have  ears  to  hear,  let 
them  hear”  Mark  4:9. 

In  Isaiah  40:21  the  writer  raises  the 
questions, 

“Have  you  not  known?  Have  you  not 


heard?  Has  it  not  been  told  you  from  the 
beginning?  Have  you  not  understood 
from  the  foundations  of  the  earth? 

Hearing  and  listening  to  the  very 
infrastructure  of  our  society  one  clearly 
will  heed  the  cries  of  the  thousands  of 
sisters  and  brothers  who  still  need  to 
learn  the  saving  message  of  the  Christ 
Child  who  demonstrates  what  love  is  all 
about — even  unto  death  on  the  cross. 
That’s  Love! 

“Do  you  hear  what  I  hear?,’’  as  I  drive 
through  the  streets  of  New  Orleans  with 
its  reputation  of  having  a  party  atmos¬ 
phere  and  yet  there  are  literally  thou¬ 
sands  of  persons  who  are  barely  eking 
out  a  semblance  of  a  decent  life. 

Wait!  There  is  more.  The  Methodist 
Home  for  Children  is  in  dire  need  of  per¬ 
sons  who  hear  the  summons  to  come  to 
their  aid  in  a  desperate  attempt  to  con¬ 
tinue  as  a  saving  station  for  those 
youngsters  who  are  at  risk!  Of  course, 
there  are  those  who  hear  and  still  they 
do  not  give  their  fair  share  to  assist  those 
in  need.  It  is  in  that  context  that  I  am 
asking  everyone  who  can,  to  contribute 
to  one  of  the  historic  institutions  of  our 
conference,  to  hear  and  respond  to  this 
desperate  cry  to  save  this  vital  institu¬ 
tion,  which  for  many  has  been  a  place 
called  home  for  youth  that  no  one  else 
wanted!  Will  you  do  all  that  you  can  to 
make  a  Christian  difference?  The  young¬ 
sters  who  will  reside  there  at  815 
Washington  Ave.  in  New  Orleans  will 
appreciate  all  that  you  will  do  to  make 
this  place  possible  in  a  time  of  serious 
need.  Do  you  hear  what  I  hear  as  these 
youth  are  asking,  “Will.you  help  us?” 

Shalom  on  the  Journey! 

Freddie  C.  Henderson 

New  Orleans  District  Superintendent 
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Sunday  school  children  and  members  of  the  New  Beginnings  Sunday  School  Class  help 
pack  supplies  for  the  Mexico  Mission  Team. 


First  UMC  heads  south  of  the  border 


Northwood  UMC  prepares  for'Souper  Bowl 


During  the  Christmas  holidays  and  at 
the  beginning  of  the  New  Year,  members 
of  First  United  Methodist  of  Lafayette 
along  with  nine  volunteers  from  the 
Jennings  Methodist  Church  will  begin 
their  annual  trek  to  Mexico.  This  group 
of  construction  workers  and  medical 
team  members  is  led  by  Karolyn 
Maughan.  This  is  their  fourth  time  to 
venture  into  Mexico  as  a  medical  and 
constructionteam. 

They  were  the  first  United  Methodist 
mission  team  to  go  to  Reynosa,  Mexico 
and,  as  of  last  year,  have  seen  a  steady 
increase  in  the  number  of  patients  com¬ 
ing  to  the  health  clinic. 

First  Methodist  has  been  very  dedi¬ 
cated  and  supportive  of  this  mission. 
They  support  it  by  giving  to  missions, 
helping  with  fund  raising  and  furnishing 
volunteers  to  go  on  the  trip.  This  year 
our  Sunday  School  children  made  health 
kits  for  the  team  to  take.  These  kits 


included  tooth  brushes,  tooth  paste, 
clippers,  and  nail  files.  Other  funds  were 
furnished  by  the  church  in  Jennings 
which  raised  the  construction  money, 
and  through  a  local  pharmacy  which 
allowed  them  to  purchase  medication  at 
cost.  A  sending  off  ceremony  was  held 
on  December  19,  2002 

Through  this  outreach  they  have 
established  a  connection  and  have 
begun  building  relationships  not  only 
with  other  Methodist  churches  but  also 
many  other  denominations  that  go 
along  with  them  to  Mexico.  It  is  wonder¬ 
ful  feeling  that  our  fellow  bothers  and 
sisters  in  Christ  are  working  along  side 
them. 

WJtile  doing  the  Lord’s  work,  they 
have  the  opportunity  to  establish  rela¬ 
tionships  with  fellow  Christians  and 
enjoy  themselves.  God  has  truly  blessed 
us  all  by  giving  us  this  opportunity  to  do 
HIS  work. 


On  January  26,  Northwood  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette  will  join 
over  1 1 ,000  congregations  and  schools 
nationwide  to  collect  a  special  offering 
during  the  worship  services  for  Souper 
Bowl  Sunday.  The  first  Souper  Bowl 
Sunday  was  celebrated  1 0  years  ago. 

This  will  be  Northwood’s  fourth  year  to 

District  helps  pack  flood 

More  than  100  people  from  the 
Acadiana  District  reported  to  the  Sager- 
Brown  UMCOR  Depot  on  November  9th 
to  pack  flood  buckets.  In  2001  more  than 
222  tons  were  shipped  from  the  Depot. 
Some  recipients  of  these  items  were: 

Azerbijan:  73,604  Health  Kits;  2,682 
Layette  Kits;  164  Bales  of  Winter 
Clothing. 

Russia:  2,044  School  Kits. 

Serbia:  14,063  Health  Kits;  7,579 
School  Kits. 

El  Salvador:  1,142  Boxed  Meals  Ready 
to  Eat  (82,224  Total  Meals). 

Angola:  6,324  Health  Kits;  5,386 
School  Kits;  2,373  Sewing  Kits;  1,000 


be  a  part  of  this  celebration.  During  the 
year,  they  use  the  money  collected  to 
buy  groceries  for  people  who  may  be 
going  through  some  tough  times.  They 
have  worked  out  an  arrangement  with  a 
local  grocery  store  to  accept  coupons 
issued  by  the  church  for  fresh  items  such 
as  milk  and  bread. 

buckets  at  Sager-Brown 

blankets;  30  bales  of  clothing. 

Mozambique:  6,991  Health  Kits;  7,653 
School  Kits;  2,180  Sewing  Kits;  1,250 
blankets. 

Tbilisi,  Georgia:  13,644  Health  Kit; 
10,462  School  Kits 

Tajikistan:  9,616  School  Kits. 

Texas,  Louisiana  and  Virginia  received 
disaster  response  shipments  as  a  result 
of  the  flooding  and  hurricane  damage. 
More  than  7,000  flood  buckets  along 
with  mops,  brooms  and  power  washers 
were  shipped  to  these  areas.  500  empty 
flood  buckets  were  sent  to  the  Florida 
Conference  to  be  filled  and  sent  to  those 
in  need  in  their  area. 


Immanuel  to  start 'New  Enlightenment 


St.  Paul  and  St.  James  United  Methodist  Churches  recently  formed  a  new  UMW  unit. 


Churches  charter  new  UMW  unit 


Beginning  Feb.  1,  Rev.  Rodney 
Wooten  of  the  Immanuel  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette  will  begin 
an  Enlightened  Male  Program  for 
approximately  30  to  40  black  males 
between  the  ages  of  10  and  17. 

In  an  effort  to  create  well-rounded 
black  leaders  of  tomorrow,  the  program 
will  consist  of  various  exposures  to  levels 
of  government  and  how  they  work, 
human  sexuality  and  anatomy,  spiritual¬ 
ity  and  the  importance  of  black  families 
and  black  history. 

Through  education,  the  program  is 
designed  to  allow  the  youth  to  see  the 
negative  influences  of  society  such  as 


gangster  rap  glorification  of  violence, 
profanity  and  drugs  and  the  reality  of 
where  those  influences  can  lead. 

The  program  is  not  designed  to  segre¬ 
gate  young  black  men,  but  rather  to 
reverse  alarming  trends  in  die  black  cul¬ 
ture. 

The  first  day  of  Black  History  Month 
will  be  the  beginning  of  the  24  sessions 
to  be  held  each  Saturday  at  Immanuel 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  sessions 
will  be  three  hours  long.  To  endeavor  to 
teach  the  youth  how  to  stand  up  and 
express  their  ideas  and  thoughts,  the 
sessions  will  include  rapping,  oral  pre¬ 
sentations  and  journal  writing. 


On  November  2,  2002,  a  new  United 
Methodist  Women  unit  was  chartered  at 
St.  Paul-St.  James  United  Methodist 
Churches.  The  official  service  was  held 
at  the  meeting  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women  Acadiana  District  at  Sager 
Brown.  This  group  begins  their  service 
to  mission  with  10  new  members.  Their 
pastor  is  Reverend  M.  Jenkins.  Serving 
as  officers  are:  President,  Ruby  M.  Hill; 
Vice  President,  Lucille  Smith;  Secretary, 
Maude  Neville;  Treasurer,  Linda  Smith; 
and  Chairperson  of  Nominations, 
Annette  Smith.  The  chartering  of  this 


First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Franklin  will  hold  a  Lenten  Revival  cen¬ 
tering  on  "Looking  for  the  Kingdom  of 
God,"  with  special  services  scheduled  for 
each  Sunday  evening  during  Lent  in 
March  and  April. 

A  service  of  fasting  and  praying  will 
be  held  the  first  Sunday  in  Lent  at  6  p.m. 
The  subsequent  Sundays  will  include 
the  following  guest  preachers:  Rev. 


new  unit  enhances  United  Methodist 
Women  and  helps  them  to  fill  their  pur¬ 
pose  which  is  "The  organized  unit  of 
United  Methodist  Women  shall  be  a 
community  of  women  whose  purpose  is 
to  know  God  and  to  experience  freedom 
as  whole  persons  through  Jesus  Christ  to 
develop  a  creative,  supportive  fellow¬ 
ship;  and  to  expand  concepts  of  mission 
through  participation  in  the  Global 
Ministries  of  the  church.”  As  we  wel¬ 
come  them  to  the  Acadiana  District,  we 
look  forward  to  working  with  them  to 
fulfill  and  uphold  this  purpose. 


Newton  Horne,  Jr.;  Rev.  Bill  Rowell;  Rev. 
Sue  Pugh;  Bishop  William  Hutchinson; 
and  Acadiana  District  Superintendent 
Roger  La  than. 

The  revival  will  continue  with  a 
Maundy  Thursday  service  led  by 
Franklin  UMC’s  choir.  Celebrations  will 
culminate  on  Easter  Sunday  as  pastor 
Rev.  Steven  Porter  leads  us  in  “Finding 
the  Resurrection  and  the  Life”. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  Acadiana  District  Communication  Advisor: 

Kay  Chadick 
850  Kaliste  Saloom,  #100 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(337) 235-2904 
(337)  235-0080  fax 


First  UMC  Franklin  prepares  for  Lenten  Revival 
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PECAN  ISLAND  UMC 
TRINITY  UMC 
BERWICK  UMC 
ASBURY  UMC/  FRANKLIN 
FIRST  UMC/  FRANKLIN 
MCGOWEN  UMC 
BAYOU  BLUE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  HOUMA 
WESLEY  UMC 
MT  VERNON  UMC 


REV  JOHN  LVINING 
REV  BARRY  WHITTINGTON 
REV  DAVID  L  BRICKER 
REV  DARRYL  BRIGGS 
REV  STEVEN  J  PORTER 
REV  STEVEN  J  PORTER 
REV  JAMES  W  BARRETT,  JR 
REV  BARRY  HOEKSTRA 
REV  JOSEPH  HOLLAND,  SR 
REV  JOSEPH  HOLLAND,  SR 


ST  PAUL  UMC/  JEANERETTEREV  FULTON  A  RAYMOND  SR 


FITZGERALD  UMC 
MT  ZION  UMC 
ST  PETER  UMC 
MALLALIEU  UMC 
ASBURY  UMC/  LAFAYETTE 
CHURCH  OF  THE  COVENANT  REV  WILLIS  W  DEAR 
NORTHWOOD  UMC  REV  DARRYL  A  TATE 

LYDIA  UMC  REV  ROBERT  W  CORMIER 

MEMORIAL  UMC/  MATTHEWS  REV  PEGGY  FOREMAN 


REV  FULTON  A  RAYMOND  SR 
REV  FULTON  A  RAYMOND  SR 
REV  ERICA  JENKINS 
REV  ERICA  JENKINS 
REV  T  EDWARD  BOYD 


MELVILLE  UMC 
PALMETTO  UMC 
PHARR  CHAPEL  UMC 
WALMSLEY  UMC 
MASON  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  NEW  IBERIA 
ST  JAMES  UMC 
BRIGGS  UMC 
LOUISIANA  MEM  UMC 
ST  MARK  UMC 
PATTERSON  UMC 
KROTZ  SPRINGS  UMC 
WILSON  MEMORIAL  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/NEW  ROADS 
SCOTT  CHAPEL  UMC 
ST  PAUL  UMC/  NEW  ROADS 
FIRST  UMC/  THIBODAUX 
VACHERIE  UMC 
MAGNOLIA  UMC 
ST  PAUL  UMC/  WAXIA 
ST  JAMES  UMC 
WILEY  UMC 
GREEN  CHAPEL  UMC 

ALEXANDRIA 

FIRST  UMC /  ALEXANDRIA 
HORSESHOE  DRIVE  UMC 
NEWMAN  UMC 
ST  MARK'S  UMC 
TRINITY  UMC 
WILTON  UMC 
BETHEL  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  BOYCE 
MACARTHUR  DRIVE  UMC 
LAHEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
SIEPER  UMC 
UNION  UMC 

DAVID  HAAS  MEMORIAL  UMC  REV  DOUG  MILLIRON 
TRINITY  UMC  REV  DOUG  MILLIRON 

WHITE'S  CHAPEL  UMC  REV  DOUG  MILLIRON 

ST  PAUL  UMC/  CAMPTI  TBS 

MT  ZION  UMC  TBS 

ST  PAUL  UMC/  CHENEYVILLE  REV  OBIE  J  SOUTHALL 
COLFAX  UMC  REV  JAMES  REID 

COULEY  UMC  REV  THOMAS  MAY 

FELLOWSHIP  UMC  /HINESTON  REV  RICHARD  HOOTON 


REV  KENNETH  B  CHAPMAN 
REV  KENNETH  B  CHAPMAN 
REV  NEWTON  HORNE 
REV  DAN  WASHINGTON,  JR 
REV  DAN  WASHINGTON,  JR 
REV  SCOTT  BULLOCK 
REV  EMMETT  C  COLLINS,  JR 
REV  EMMETT  C  COLLINS,  JR 
REV  K  DALE  HENSARLING 
REV  RUSSELL  JONES 
REV  L  JOHN  LOCASCIO 
REV  ROBERT  D  CLARK 
REV  ROBERT  D  CLARK 
REV  R  DON  GENTRY 
REV  DIANE  BENTLEY 
REV  DIANE  BENTLEY 
REV  TIM  NEUSTIFTER 
REV  TIM  NEUSTIFTER 
REV  JOSEPH  HOLLAND,  SR 
REV  MARGUERITE  JENKINS 
REV  MARGUERITE  D  JENKINS 
REV  ROBERT  L  ROSS 
REV  ROBERT  L  ROSS 


REV  ROY  T  JAMES 
REV  R  DON  ROSS 
REV  DERRICK  D  HILLS 
REV  RALPH  L  JONES 
REV  C  FRANCES  HOOTON 
TBS 

REV  GEORGE  MCVAY 
REV  WILLIAM  K  MCDONALD 
TBS 

REV  GLINDA  M  DOUCET 
REV  GLINDA  M  DOUCET 
REV  DIANNE  ALLEN  JONES 


BALL  UMC 
ST.  MARK'S  UMC 
NOLLEY  MEM  UMC/  JENA 
BELAH  UMC 

OAK  GROVE  UMC  /  EFFIE 
LECOMPTE  UMC 
BAYOU  CHICOT  UMC 
CHENEYVILLE  UMC 
MARKSVILLE  UMC 
EVERGREEN  UMC 
SIMMESPORT  UMC 
BEULAH  UMC 
MONTGOMERY  UMC 


REV  ED  DILWORTH 
TBS 

REV  MARK  B  BENGE,  SR 
REV  MARK  B  BENGE,  SR 
REV  DAVID  CARLTON 
REV  ROSS  FORD 
REV  ROSS  FORD 
REV  ROSS  FORD 
REV  EMILY  R  WINBERY 
REV  EMILY  R  WINBERY 
REV  EMILY  R  WINBERY 
REV  JOHN  R  FOSTER 
DR  JIMMY  WALKER 


ASBURY  UMC/  NATCHITOCHES  REV  JAMES  A  GRAHAM 

EMMANUEL  UMC  REV  JAMES  A  GRAHAM 

COLLEGE  AVENUE  UMC  E  STEVENS,  TRASURER 

PROVENCAL  UMC  TBS 

WEAVER  UMC  TBS 

FIRST  UMC/  NATCHITOCHES  REV  DOUGLAS  L  CAIN 


OLLA  UMC 
URANIA  UMC 
PALESTINE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  PINEVILLE 
PLEASANT  GROVE  UMC 
WESLEY  UMC 


REV  GLORIA  YOUNGBLOOD 
REV  GLORIA  YOUNGBLOOD 
REV  J  EDWIN  DILWORTH 
REV  W  RALPH  FORD 
REV  GEORGE  A  MCVAY 
REV  JAMES  E  RAY,  SR 


POLLOCK  UMC  REV  BRYANT  E  GORE 

LIBERTY  CHAPEL  UMC  TBS 

STRANGE  UMC  M  SUSANNE  WASTLUND 

EDDY  JUSTISS  MEMORIAL  UMC  REV  JOHN  R  JOHNS 


FIRST  UMC/WINNFIELD 

BATON  ROUGE 

BLACKWATER  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  BAKER 
BROADMOOR  UMC 
CAMPHOR  MEMORIAL  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  BATON  ROUGE 
FRANCIS  ASBURY  UMC 
HUGHES  MEMORIAL  UMC 
INGLESIDE  UMC 
JEFFERSON  UMC 
ST  PETER  UMC 
NEELY  UMC 
ST  ANDREW’S  UMC 
ST  JOHN’S  UMC 
ST  LUKE’S  UMC 


REV  TIMOTHY  O  LAWSON 


REV  MARK  R  MARTIN 
REV  JOSEPH  HAMILTON 
REV  ROBERT  L  BURGESS 
REV  DARLENE  A  MOORE 
DR  CHRISTOPHER  H  ANDREWS 
REV  W  ODELL  SIMMONS 
REV  WILLIE  LAWS 
REV  JOSEPH  M  DONAKEY 
REV  CAROL  WINN  CRAWFORD 
REV  CLARENCE  HILLARD 
REV  ARNOLD  V  BROWN 
REV  H  STEVE  STEPHENS 
REV  DONALD  R  AVERY 
REV  MICHAEL  MILLER 


ST  MARK  UMC/  BATON  ROUGE  REV  JOSEPH  D  AWOTWI 
DEERFORD  UMC  REV  FRANK  AKIN 

UNIVERSITY  UMC  REV  KENNETH  W  IRBY 

WESLEY  UMC/  BATON  ROUGE  REV  ANDREW  GOFF 


CLINTON  UMC 
CLEAR  CREEK  UMC 
MT  ZION  UMC 
ST  PAUL  UMC 
ST  PETER  UMC 
JACKSON  CHAPEL  UMC 
ST  JAMES  UMC/  CONVENT 


REV  KENNETH  R  BOWMAN 
REV  KENNETH  R  BOWMAN 
REV  S  CHARLES  BYRD 
REV  CHARLES  BYRD 
REV  CHERLESS  H  MILLER 
REV  CHERLESS  MILLER 
REV  GAYNELL  PITTMAN 


FIRST  UMC/  DONALDSONVILLE  REV  BARBARA  BEAUMONT 
LUTCHER  UMC  REV  BARBARA  BEAUMONT 

ST  PETER  UMC/DONALDSVILLE  REV  ELVA  JACOBS 
ST  JAMES  UMC/BELLE  ROSE  REV  ELVA  JACOBS 
CARPENTER'S  CHAPECGALVEZ  REV  WILLIAM  P  MINYARD 


GONZALES  UMC 
MAGNOLIA  UMC 
JACKSON  UMC 
ETHEL  UMC 

LUTCHER  CHAPEL  UMC 


REV  GARY  DON  WILLIS 
REV  MICHAEL  HAMMETT 
REV  DAVID  J  SHEEHAN 
REV  DAVE  SHEEHAN 
REV  GREGORY  MCCLAY,  SR 


SHILOH  UMC  /  MARINGOUIN  REV  CURTIS  JOHNSON 


LEJEUNE  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  PLAQUEMINE 

GRAND  RIVER  UMC 

HURST  CHAPEL  UMC 

ST  LUKE  UMC 

SCOTT  UMC/  PORT  ALLEN 


REV  CURTIS  JOHNSON 
REV  STEPHEN  FLEMING 
REV  E  CARROLL  JOHNSON 
REV  THOMAS  A  WESLEY 
REV  THOMAS  A  WESLEY 
REV  ULYSSE  STEPHENS 


HARTZELL  UMC  /  ROSEDALEREV  ULYSSE  STEPHENS 
MEADOWS  CHAPEL  UMC  REV  JOHN  DEREK  REESE 
BETHEL  UMC  /  PRIDE  REV  CLINT  LOVELL 

ANDREW  CHAPEL  UMC/WATSON  REV  WILLIE  LAWS 
NEW  RIVER  UMC  /  ST  AMANT  TBS 
ST  FRANCISVILLE  UMC  REV  HAROLD  B  BABIN 
SLAUGHTER  UMC  REV  L  DARWIN  BRECHEEN 

BLUFF  CREEK  UMC  REV  L  DARWIN  BRECHEEN 

NEW  HOPE  UMC/  SPILLMAN  TBS 


WESLEY  UMC/  BOONEVILLE  REV  JAMES  E  RAY,  SR 


CONCORD  UMC 
TUNICA  UMC 
WESLEY  UMC/  WILSON 
ASBURY  UMC/  NORWOOD 
BEECH  GROVE  UMC 
MOSES  CHAPEL  UMC 
MT  CARMEL  UMC 
ZACHARY  UMC 
HOPE  COMMUNITY 
JORDAN  UMC 

LAKE  CHARLES 

WAKEFIELD  UMC 
GRAND  CHENIER  UMC 
CHURCH  POINT  UMC 
IOTA  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  CROWLEY 
WESLEY  UMC/  CROWLEY 
FIRST  UMC/  DEQUINCY 
FIRST  UMC/  DERIDDER 
WESLEY  UMC/  DERIDDER 
MERRYVILLE  UMC 
EBENEZER  UMC 
BRANCH  UMC 
EUNICE  UMC 
PINE  PRAIRIE  UMC 
FAIRVIEW  UMC 
PROSPECT  UMC  /  FLORIEN 
HORNBECK  UMC 
GUEYDAN  UMC 
KAPLAN  UMC 
HOPEWELL  UMC 
PINE  GROVE  UMC 
IOWA  UMC 
JENNINGS  UMC 
KINDER  UMC 


TBS 

REV  DANNY  BERGERON 
REV  DEMETRIC  L  SLAUGHTER 
REV  DEMETRIC  L  SLAUGHTER 
REV  GLORIOUS  WRIGHT 
REV  WILLIE  LAWS 
REV  CHERLESS  H  MILLER 
REV  ALAN  EINSEL 
REV  H  LOUIS  JONES 
DR  GEORGE  CALVIN 


REV  THOMAS  C  BEELER 

REV  THOMAS  C  BEELER 

REV  FRED  M  FRASER 

REV  FRED  M  FRASER 

REV  ROBERT  E  HOLLIS 

REV  TRUMAN  STAGG 

REV  RICHARD  O  TEETER 

REV  JON  E  TELLIFERO 

REV  DOROTHY  SMITH 

REV  DOROTHY  SMITH 

REV  CHARLES  L  FLOYD 

REV  CHARLES  L  FLOYD 

REV  FRANK  DAVIS 

REV  FRANK  DAVIS 

REV  CHRISTI  EMANUEL 

REV  RAY  LEIDIG 

REV  RAY  LEIDIG 

REV  CAROLYN  B  VOLENTINE 

REV  CAROLYN  B  VOLENTINE 

REV  MARK  S  THERIOT 

REV  MARK  S  THERIOT 

REV  DAVID  R  DEWITT 

REV  J  RICHARD  SCOTT-WELCH 

REV  ERIN  J  OLIVER 


ELIZABETH  UMC  REV 

FIRST  UMC/  LK  CHAS  REV 

OAK  PARK  UMC  REV 

ST  LUKE-SIMPSON  UMC  REV 

UNIVERSITY  UMC/  LK  CHAS  REV 
WARREN  UMC  REV 

FIRST  UMC/  LEESVILLE  REV 

HOLLY  GROVE  UMC  REV 

KOREAN  UMC  REV 

MT  ZION  UMC/  LEESVILLE  REV 

MACEDONIA  UMC  REV 

HASKIN  CHAPEL  UMC  REV 

MOSS  BLUFF  UMC  REV 

OAKDALE  UMC  REV 

OBERLIN  UMC  REV 

BASILE  UMC  REV 

RAYMOND  UMC  REV 

ELTON  UMC  REV 

ROANOKE  UMC  REV 

LAKE  ARTHUR  UMC  REV 

SQUYRES  UMC  REV 

HENNING  MEM  UMC  REV 

MAPLEWOOD  UMC  REV 

WESLEY  UMC/  SULPHUR  REV 

HACKBERRY  UMC  REV 

SWEETLAKE  UMC  REV 

WELSH  MEM  UMC  REV 

WELSH  UMC  REV 

HAYES  UMC  REV 

JONES  UMC  REV 

MALLALIEU  UMC  /  JENNINGSREV 


WESTLAKE  UMC 

MONROE 

FIRST  UMC/  BASTROP 
COLLI  NSTON  UMC 
MEMORIAL  UMC 
MER  ROUGE  UMC 
MT  OLIVE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  COLUMBIA 
HEBERT  UMC 
CREW  LAKE  UMC 
LITTLE  CREEK  UMC 
UNION  UMC 
DELHI  UMC 
CROWVILLE  UMC 
EPPS  UMC 
PIONEER  UMC 


MARK  THERIOT 
DOUGLAS  DEGRAFFENRIED 
ROGER  H  TEMPLETON 
KARL  S  KLAUS 
MICHAEL  MCLAURIN 
PERCELL  CHURCH,  JR 
CHRIS  BLANCHARD 
CHRIS  BLANCHARD 
WANSIK  JOO 
ROBERT  M  ECKERLE,  JR 
ROBERT  M  ECKERLE,  JR 
ROBERT  M  ECKERLE,  JR 
DANIEL  P  GLEASON 
ELIZABETH  M  NORTHEN 
ERIN  J  OLIVER 
JEROLD  R  HOFFPAUIR 
LAMAR  C  OLIVER 
LAMAR  C  OLIVER 
TRUMAN  STAGG 
SUSAN  PUGH 
LISA  L  TURNBULL 
J  RYAN  HORTON,  JR 
JOHN  HIGGINBOTHAM 
LEON  A  BOGGS 
LEON  A  BOGGS 
WAYNE  G  TAYLOR 
JERRY  LEE  JOHNSON 
MARK  GOINS 
MARK  GOINS 
MARVETTE  J  THOMAS 
MARVETTE  J  THOMAS 
TED  D  FREELAND 


REV 


REV  ROY  BRYAN  MOORE 
REV  ROY  BRYAN  MOORE 
REV  JOHN  G  DESCHNER 
REV  JOHN  G  DESCHNER 
REV  JOHNNY  M  RILEY,  JR 
REV  PAMELA  FITCH 
REV  PAMELA  FITCH 
REV  HENRY  R  STONE 
REV  HOWARD  B  CHILDS 
REV  A  RICHARD  POSS 
REV  JOSEPH  L  ROUNTREE 
REV  JOSEPH  L  ROUNTREE 
REV  LLOYD  SCOTT 
REV  JOE  A  HOOVER 


SEVIER  MEM  UMC/  FERRIDAY  REV  KEVIN  D  SMITH 
CLAYTON  UMC  REV  KEVIN  D  SMITH 

GRAYSON  UMC  REV  HOWARD  HUDSON 

LOCUST  GROVE  UMC  REV  LINDA  K  SHEPHERD 

FIRST  UMC/  LK  PROVIDENCE  REV  WILLIAM  H  MCLAIN 


MANGHAM  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  MONROE 

ST  PAUL  UMC 

LEA  JOYNER  MEM  UMC 

REVEILLE  UMC 

ST  JAMES  UMC  /  MONROE 

ST  MARK'S  UMC 

ST  PAUL'S  UMC  /  MONROE 

NEWELLTON 

FIRST  UMC/  OAK  GROVE 

OAK  RIDGE  UMC 

RAYVILLE  UMC 

HOLLY  RIDGE  UMC 

ST  ANDREWS  UMC 

BARTHOLOMEW  UMC 

ST  JOSEPH  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  SICILY  ISLAND 


REV  HENRY  R  STONE 
REV  LARRY  R  STAFFORD 
REV  RICHARD  HUMPHRIES 
REV  WELDON  C  BARES 
REV  A  RICHARD  POSS 
REV  MARY  ANNE  COLLIE 
REV  JULIET  A  DESCHNER 
REV  RICHARD  H  HUMPHRIES 
TBS 

REV  JOE  A  HOOVER 
REV  LOUIS  W  REDDEN 
REV  ROBERT  E  TOWNSEND 
REV  ROBERT  E  TOWNSEND 
REV  JACK  PHELPS 
REV  JO  ANN  SIMS 
REV  KIBBIE  E  HATFIELD 
REV  SAMUEL  P  EMANUEL 


FIRST  UMC/  HARRISONBURGREV  SAMUEL  P  EMMANUEL 
FIRST  UMC/  TALLULAH  REV  FRED  W  FULTON,  IV 
VIDALIA  UMC  REV  BARRY  D  DENNIS 

WASHINGTON  CHAPEL  UMC  REV  ANICE  N  MOSES 


MT  SINAI  UMC 
MT  NEBO  UMC 
LAWSON  CHAPEL  UMC 
ASBURY  UMC/  W  MONROE 
CLAIBORNE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  W  MONROE 
MCGUIRE  UMC 
WOODLAWN  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  WINNSBORO 
GILBERT  UMC 
WISNER  UMC 
BASKIN  UMC 

NEW  ORLEANS 

BELLE  CHASSE  UMC 
HOPE  CHAPEL  UMC 
COVENANT  UMC 
ST  CHARLES  UMC 
GOLDEN  MEADOW  UMC 
GRAND  ISLE  UMC 


REV  ANICE  N  MOSES 
REV  ANICE  N  MOSES 
REV  SONYA  GEE 
REV  REBECCA  CONNER 
REV  ROBERT  D  HAYES 
REV  W  SPILLER  MILTON 
REV  MICHAEL  T  HEAD 
REV  JOHN  N  WILLIAMS 
REV  WILLIAM  A  MOON,  III 
REV  WILLIAM  A  MOON,  III 
REV  I  FRANCES  GUY 
REV  MARY  ANN  COLLIE 


REV  ALFRED  BAKEWELL, 
REV  GENE  M  FAURIE 
REV  JAMES  R  SCHAUB 
REV  J  THOMAS  LOGAN 
REV  REGINA  HICKMAN 
REV  REGINA  HICKMAN 
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REV  PERCELL  CHURCH,  SR 
REV  FRANK  S  HARRIS  III 
REV  WILLIAM  A  ROWELL  JR 
REV  SAMUEL  CALVO 
REV  KARL  CLARK 
REV  KENNETH  M  GRAHAM,  JR 
REV  RHONDA  E  FEURTADO 
REV  T  NICHOLS  EVANS,  JR 
REV  H  A  HARRINGTON,  JR 
ASBURY  UMC/  NEW  ORLEANS  DR  ANDREW  J  DOUGLAS 
ST  MATTHEW  UMC  DR  ANDREW  J  DOUGLAS 

BETHANY  UMC/  NEW  ORLEANS  REV  HADLEY  R  EDWARDS 


BOYNTON  UMC 
GRETNA  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  KENNER 
EL  MESIAS 
THOMAS  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  LAPLACE 
METAIRIE  UMC 
MUNHOLLAND  UMC 
ST  MATTHEWS  UMC 


SHAW  TEMPLE  UMC 
CORNERSTONE  UMC 
FIRST  STREET  UMC 
GRACE  UMC 
JOHN  WESLEY  UMC 
THOMPSON  UMC 
LAKE  VISTA  UMC 


REV  DALE  E  BRANCH 
REV  JAMES  F  HAYNES 
REV  ABRAHAM  E  DAVIS 
REV  WALTER  B  PENNINGTON 
REV  HELENA  WRIGHT  BUTLER 
REV  WILLIAM  L  JONES 
REV  NORWOOD  HINGLE,  III 


MT  ZION  UMC/  NEW  ORLEANS  REV  VICTOR  T  MCCULLOUGH 


NINDE  CHAPEL  UMC 
PEOPLES  UMC 
PHILLIPS  MEM  UMC 
RAYNE  MEMORIAL  UMC 
ROSS  UMC 
ST  LUKE'S  UMC 
ST  MARK'S  UMC 
ST  PAUL’S  UMC/  HARAHAN 
ST  PHILIP  UMC 


REV  HORACE  BRUMFIELD 
REV  CONSTANCE  R  SAIZON 
REV  L  STACY  COWAN 
REV  DONALD  C  COTTRILL 
REV  BURNELL  BELL 
REV  WESLEY  C  REAGAN 
REV  GREGOR  A  DIKE 
REV  GREGORY  G  MANN 
REV  LESLIE  M  TAYLOR  SR 


ST  JAMES  UMC/  HAHNVILLE  REV  JOSEPH  R  WILSON 


NORTH  SHORE 

NORTH  CROSS 
AMITE  UMC 
INDEPENDENCE  UMC 
WESLEY  RAY  UMC 
MARYS  CHAPEL  UMC 
LIVE  OAK  UMC 


REV  FLINT  SHEA 
REV  WILLIAM  H  WILLIS,  SR 
REV  WILLIAM  H  WILLIS,  SR 
REV  BRUCE  L  BROWN 
REV  BRUCE  L  BROWN 
REV  BRUCE  L  BROWN 


ELIZABETH  SULLIVAN  MEM  UM  REV  HULEN  C  WARREN,  JR 


THIRKIELD  UMC 
HARRY’S  CHAPEL  UMC 
BUSH  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  COVINGTON 
FITZGERALD  UMC 
WALDHEIM  UMC 
DAYS  UMC 
CENTER  UMC 
DARLINGTON  UMC 


REV  LOUIS  A  SMITH 
REV  LOUIS  A  SMITH 
REV  KARL  D  WOOD 
REV  G  LARRY  MAXWELL 
REV  WANDA  COSENTINO 
REV  WANDA  COSENTINO 
DR  LARRY  D  ROBERTSON 
DR  LARRY  D  ROBERTSON 
DR  LARRY  D  ROBERTSON 


FIRST  UMC/  DENHAM  SPRINGS  REV  WYBRA  PRICE 


ROBERTS  UMC 
ST  LUKE  UMC 
CENTENARY  UMC 
FISHER  UMC 
WINAN  UMC 
HAYES  CHAPEL  UMC 
GREENSBURG  UMC 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  HAMMOND 
JAMES  CHAPEL  UMC 
LEE'S  LANDING  UMC 
KENTWOOD  UMC 
MT  HERMON  UMC 
LACOMBE  UMC 
LIVINGSTON  UMC 
LORANGER  UMC 
COOPER’S  CHAPEL  UMC 
NEWELL  UMC 


REV  ALONZO  J  CAMPBELL 
REV  ALONZO  J  CAMPBELL 
REV  LYNDLE  R  BULLARD 
REV  LYNDLE  BULLARD 
REV  TERRANCE  S  AUGUST 
REV  TERRENCE  S  AUGUST 
REV  WILLIAM  G  SEWELL 
REV  WILLIAM  G  SEWELL 
REV  RICKY  R  WILLIS 
REV  MARK  LUBBOCK 
REV  CAROL  R  RICHARDSON 
REV  PERCY  M  FRAZIER 
REV  FRED  B  MOORE  JR 
REV  LAWRENCE  K  BENSON 
REV  RICHARD  DAVIS 
REV  EMILE  E  TOSSO,  III 
REV  EMILE  E  TOSSO,  III 


REV  NOLAN  M  ROBINSON 
ST  TIMOTHY  ON  N/SHORE  UMC  REV  JAMES  W  MITCHELL 
PEARL  RIVER  UMC  REV  TIMOTHY  M  SMITH 

PINE  GROVE  UMC  REV  E  RAND  GUY 

MONTPELIER  UMC  REV  E  RAND  GUY 

NESOM  MEMORIAL/TICKFAW  UMC  REV  E  RAND  GUY 


PINE  RIDGE  UMC 
TANGIPAHOA  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  PONCHATOULA 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
MAUREPAS  UMC 
ALDERSGATE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  SLIDELL 
HARTZELL  MT  ZION  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  SPRINGFIELD 
HUFF  CHAPEL  UMC 
ST  JAMES  UMC 
SUN  UMC 
VARNADO  UMC 
WALKER  UMC 
MANGUM  CHAPEL  UMC 
FRIENDSHIP  UMC 
CORBIN  UMC 
LIVE  OAK  UMC 

RUSTON 

ANSLEY  UMC 
ARCADIA  UMC 
MT  MARIAH  UMC 
ARIZONA  UMC 
ATHENS  UMC 
BERNICE  UMC 
BEECH  GROVE  UMC 
SUMMERFIELD  UMC 
BEULAH  UMC 
BIENVILLE  UMC 
BRUSHWOOD  UMC 
CENTERPOINT  UMC 
CHATHAM  UMC 
CONCORD  UMC 
CHOUDRANT  UMC 
DOUGLAS  UMC 
DOWNSVILLE  UMC 
BETHEL  UMC 
DOYLINE  UMC 
DUBACH  UMC 
HARMONY  CHAPEL  UMC 
EROS  UMC 
ANTIOCH  UMC/  EROS 
FARMERVILLE  UMC 
GIBSLAND  UMC 
OAK  GROVE  UMC 
HAYNESVILLE  UMC 
SHONGALOO  UMC 
HEFLIN  UMC 
HODGE  UMC 
DODSON  UMC 
NEW  HOPE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  HOMER 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
INDIAN  VILLAGE  UMC 
LISBON  UMC 
COTTON  VALLEY  UMC 
JONESBORO  UMC 
MARION  UMC 
BIRD'S  CHAPEL  UMC 
MEMORIAL  UMC 
SALEM  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  MINDEN 
LAKEVIEW  UMC 
MT  ZION  UMC 
PILGRIM  REST  UMC 
PINE  GROVE  UMC 
PLEASANT  VALLEY  UMC 
QUITMAN  UMC 
CLAY  UMC 
RINGGOLD  UMC 
CASTOR  UMC 


REV  KENNETH  NORTON 
REV  KENNETH  NORTON 
REV  ROBERT  L  DEICH 
REV  JIMMY  S  PARKER 
REV  WILLIAM  F  FOSTER 
REV  DAVID  F  FORTUNA 
REV  JERRY  G  HILBUN 
REV  ERNEST  E  SCOTT 
REV  WILLIAM  F  FOSTER 
REV  WILLIAM  F  FOSTER 
REV  JERRY  C  EDWARDS 
TBS 

REV  ESTER  L  HAMMOND 
REV  JAMES  B  MOORE 
REV  JAMES  B  MOORE 
REV  LEWIS  M  MORRIS  JR 
REV  LEWIS  M  MORRIS  JR 
REV  MARK  E  CROSBY 


REV  LESLIE  M  WEBB 
REV  RAY  R  SPILLER 
REV  RAY  R  SPILLER 
TBS 

REV  CHARLES  R  PENUELL 
REV  JOHNIE  W  ADKINS 
REV  JOHNIE  W  ADKINS 
REV  JOHNIE  W  ADKINS 
TBS 

REV  JACK  SUTTON 

REV  CHARLES  JOHNSON 

REV  LESLIE  M  WEBB 

REV  HOMER  BAILES 

REV  HOMER  BAILES 

REV  RAYMOND  M  CROFOOT 

REV  RAYMOND  M  CROFOOT 

REV  OWEN  H  PEYTON,  SR 

REV  OWEN  H  PEYTON,  SR 

REV  LYSBETH  COCKRELL 

REV  JON  LORD 

REV  JON  LORD 

REV  CAGE  MCLEMORE 

REV  CAGE  MCLEMORE 

REV  JOHN  G  HANKINS 

REV  H  ELIZABETH  LOVE  TU’UTA 

REV  H  ELIZABETH  LOVE  TU’UTA 

REV  BYRON  W  PUTNAM 

REV  BYRON  W  PUTNAM 

REV  CAROL  HEARD 

REV  BILL  E  STRAWBRIDGE 

REV  BILL  E  STRAWBRIDGE 

REV  BILL  E  STRAWBRIDGE 

REV  DAVID  B  DIETZEL 

REV  DAVID  B  DIETZEL 

TBS 

TBS 

REV  DORCAS  THORNTON 
REV  L  WAYNE  HOWINGTON 
REV  GARY  L  VAN  HORN 
REV  GARY  L  VAN  HORN 
REV  M  STUART  SHERMAN 
REV  M  STUART  SHERMAN 
REV  J  RODDY  TAYLOR 
REV  T  LYNN  MALONE 
REV  JOHN  N  WILLIAMS 
REV  SAMUEL  L  BRADLEY 
TBS 

REV  JOE  E  HUNTER 
REV  NANCY  E  WOFFORD 
REV  NANCY  E  WOFFORD 
REV  THOMAS  B  FREEMAN 
REV  THOMAS  B  FREEMAN 


REV  REGINALD  COLVIN 
REV  A  WAYNE  EVANS 
REV  FRED  B  WIDEMAN 
REV  STEVEN  FOWLER 
REV  LYSBETH  COCKRELL 
REV  BURTON  F  BLAIR 
REV  DAVID  G  BAZER 
REV  DAVID  G  BAZER 
REV  DAVID  G  BAZER 


ANTIOCH  UMC/  SIMSBORO 
GRACE  UMC/  RUSTON 
TRINITY  UMC/  RUSTON 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
SIBLEY  UMC 
SPRINGHILL  UMC 
WHITEHALL  UMC 
COLQUITT  UMC 
EVERGREEN  UMC 

SHREVEPORT 

BENTON  UMC 
BETHEL  UMC 
COUSHATTA  UMC 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
CROSSROADS  UMC 
HALL  SUMMIT  UMC 
GREENWOOD  UMC 
BETHANY  UMC 
HOSSTON  UMC 
GILLIAM  UMC 
IDA  UMC 

LOGANSPORT  UMC 
LONGSTREET  UMC 
KEATCHIE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  MANSFIELD 
GRAND  CANE  UMC 
WESLEY  UMC/  MANSFIELD 
ROSA  UMC 
ST  MATTHEW  UMC 
MANY  UMC 
MOORINGSPORT  UMC 
OIL  CITY  UMC 
PLAIN  DEALING  UMC 
WALKER’S  CHAPEL  UMC 
PLEASANT  HILL  UMC 
PELICAN  UMC 
PLEASANT  VALLEY  UMC 
MT  ZION  UMC 
FAIRVIEW  UMC 
NEW  LIGHT  UMC 
SHADY  GROVE  UMC 
BONCHEST  UMC 
VIVIAN  UMC 
ZWOLLE  UMC 
BAYOU  SCIE  UMC 
ASBURY  UMC 
BARKSDALE  UMC 
BLANCHARD  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  BOSSIER  CITY 
BROADMOOR  UMC 
CHRIST  UMC 
ELLERBE  ROAD  UMC 
KEITHVILLE  UMC 
FAIRFIELD  UMC 
FAITH  UMC 

GRACE  COMMUNITY  CHURCH  REV  ROBERT  A  WEBER 


REV  RICHARD  M  BOYETT 

REVS  CHAS/FRANCES  FREEMAN 

REV  ELLEN  MONTEGUDO 

REV  ELLEN  MONTEGUDO 

REV  CARL  D  MUNYON 

EV  CARL  D  MUNYON 

REV  S  KEMPER  SMITH 

REV  S  KEMPER  SMITH 

REV  EMILE  ROUSSEAU 

REV  EMILE  ROUSSEAU 

REV  JERRY  A  MEANS 

REV  ROBERT  G  ROWLAND 

REV  ROBERT  G  ROWLAND 

REV  RAYMON  L  OWENS 

REV  IRVIN  BOUDREAUX 

REV  IRVIN  BOUDREAUX 

REV  BRUCE  C  CARROLL 

REV  BRUCE  C  CARROLL 

REV  BRUCE  CARROLL 

REV  MARK  BRAY 

REV  CHERYL  NELSON 

REV  CHERYL  NELSON 

REV  HENRY  M  HAMILTON 

REV  HENRY  M  HAMILTON 

REV  DORIS  SHEPPARD 

REV  DORIS  SHEPPARD 

REV  OSCAR  E  PLAYER 

REV  OSCAR  E  PLAYER 

REV  DONNY  R  NEDD 

REV  OSCAR  E  PLAYER 

REV  GEORGE  L  THOMAS 

REV  GEORGE  L  THOMAS 

REV  RAMONALYNN  BETHLEY 

REV  BONITA  C  DAVIS 

REV  BONITA  DAVIS 

REV  BARRY  HUGHES 

REV  PAUL  C  CARROLL,  SR 

REV  LOUIS  RAY  BRANTON 

REV  LARRY  G  MILLER 

REV  STEVEN  M  SPURLOCK 

REV  LARRY  D  O'DELL 

REV  JUDITH  D  BAZER 

REV  DAVID  MELVILLE 

REV  WILLIE  E  JACKSON  JR 

REV  WILLIE  E  JACKSON  JR 


LAKEVIEW  UMC 
LOVE  CHAPEL  UMC 
MANGUM  UMC 
MCDONALD  UMC 
MORNINGSIDE  UMC 
NOEL  MEMORIAL  UMC 
NORTH  HIGHLANDS  UMC 
ST  JAMES  UMC 
JEWELLA  UMC 
ST  LUKES  UMC 
ST  PAUL  UMC/  SHREVEPORT  REV  KEN  FISHER 
ROUND  GROVE  UMC  REV  KEN  FISHER 

FIRST  UMC/  SHREVEPORT  DR  R  PAT  DAY 
SUMMER  GROVE  UMC  REV  W  MARK  STRICKLAND 
HAUGHTON  UMC  REV  THOMAS  E  DUNGAN 


REV  CHARLES  B  HUMPHREYS 
REV  ELLEN  ALSTON 
REV  GREGORY  R  DAVIS 
REV  DONNY  R  NEDD 
REV  RICHARD  L  COCKBURN 
REV  STEVEN  W  CARAWAY 
REV  SANDRA  B  HUBER 
REV  WILLIE  L  HENRY 
REV  WILLIE  L  HENRY 
REV  JOHN  O  ALSTON 


General  Conference,  from  page  7 


denomination,  comprises  nearly  1,000 
delegates  -  half  clergy  and  half  lay.  After 
each  conference,  revised  editions  of  the 
Book  of  Discipline  and  Book  of 
Resolutions  are  released. 

General  Conference  delegates  can 
change  anything  in  the  Book  of 
Discipline  except  the  church’s 
Constitution.  Any  recommended 
changes  in  the  Constitution  must  be 
ratified  by  the  annual  (regional)  confer¬ 
ences. 

The  2004  assembly  will  have  1 1  leg¬ 
islative  committees:  church  and  socie¬ 
ty;  conferences;  discipleship;  faith  and 
order;  financial  administration;  general 


administration;  global  ministries;  high¬ 
er  education  and  ministry;  independ¬ 
ent  commissions;  judicial  administra¬ 
tion;  and  local  church.  In  2000,  General 
Conference  had  10  committees. 

Each  valid  petition  is  given  a  num¬ 
ber  and  title. 

Each  legislative  committee  deals 
with  petitions  related  to  a  series  of 
paragraphs  from  the  Book  of 
Discipline.  Petitions  related  to  the  Book 
of  Resolutions  are  sorted  by  subject 
matter.  A  legislative  committee  can  rec¬ 
ommend  to  the  full  delegation  concur¬ 
rence  or  non-concurrence  with  the  lan¬ 
guage  as  submitted,  or  the  committee 


GENERAL  CONFERENCE  2004 
PITTSBURGH,  PA 


may  change  the  language  and  then  rec¬ 
ommend  concurrence. 

Legislative  committees  can  also  sub¬ 


mit  majority  and  minority  recommen¬ 
dations. 

Petitions  (three  hard  copies  required 
and  3.5  inch  diskette  requested)  should 
be  mailed  to:  Gary  W.  Graves,  petitions 
secretary,  United  Methodist  General 
Conference,  PO.  Box  6,  Beaver  Dam,  KY 
42320. 

Petitions  (three  hard  copies  required 
and  3.5  inch  diskette  requested)  sub¬ 
mitted  via  commercial  overnight  carri¬ 
ers  (Federal  Express,  UPS,  DHL)  should 
be  sent  to:  Gary  W.  Graves,  petitions 
secretary,  United  Methodist  General 
Conference,  302  N.  Lafayette  St.,  Beaver 
Dam,  KY  42320. 

Petitions  also  can  be  sent  by  fax  to 
(270)  274-4590  or  by  e-mail  to  peti- 
tions@umpublishing.org. 
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Packet  on  scholarships  to  arrive  soon 


Pastors,  youth  directors,  youth  coor¬ 
dinators  and  CCYM  members  will  be 
receiving  an  extensive  packet  of  scholar¬ 
ship  information  directed  primarily  at 
high  school  seniors.  Those  persons  are 
asked  to  pass  on  this  important  and 
time  sensitive  information  to  interested 
persons  within  their  congregations.  If 
you  are  not  on  the  mailing  list  and  wish 
to  see  the  packet,  check  with  your  pastor 
for  assistance. 

Other  scholarship  opportunities  not 
found  in  the  mailing  include  The  Judith 
Weidman  Racial  Ethnic  Minority 
Fellowship,  The  Stoody-West 
Scholarship  and  The  Perryman 
Communications  Scholarship. 

The  Judith  Weidman  Racial  Ethnic 
Minority  Fellowship  is  awarded  to  one 
recent  college  /seminary  graduate  each 
year  who  is  serious  about  religion  com¬ 
munications  as  a  career.  The  recipient 
will  spend  a  year  as  part  of  a  communi¬ 
cations  staff  in  an  annual  conference 
office  somewhere  in  the  United  States, 


and  will  receive  a  $30,000  salary  and 
benefits. 

The  candidate  must  be  a  United 
Methodist  to  qualify. 

The  Stoody-West  Scholarship  is  a 
$6,000  award  for  students  in  their  post¬ 
graduate  study  at  an  accredited  U.S.  col¬ 
lege  or  university  who  intend  on  pursu¬ 
ing  a  career  in  religion  journalism. 
Christian  students  of  all  denominations 
are  encouraged  to  apply. 

The  Perryman  Communication 
Scholarship  is  a  $2,500  scholarship  for 
undergraduate  study  in  religion  journal¬ 
ism/mass  communications.  Christian 
students  of  all  denominations  may 
apply. 

Any  questions  regarding  the  three 
scholarship  opportunities  may  be 
directed  to  the  Communications 
Resourcing  Team  of  United  Methodist 
Communications,  (888)  278-4862,  e- 
mail:  djarrett@umcom.org,  or  access 
http://umcom.org  or 
http://crt.umc.org/rem. 


CONFERENCE  CALENDAR 


JANUARY 

10 

Meeting  of  Conference  Ministry  Team  Chairpersons 

10-17 

Perkins  School  of  Youth  Ministry 

10  and  11 

Conference  Ministries  Team  Meeting 

15-16 

10th  :  7-9pm  Part  1 

11th:  9-11 :30am  Part  II 

Louisiana  Conference  Cabinet  Meeting 

17-18 

Volunteers  in  Mission  Team  Leader  Training 

17-19 

Happening 

18 

License  to  Preach  School 

19 

Special  Offering:  Human  Relations  Day 

23-26 

Cursillo  #94 

24-25 

Faith  Sharing  Weekend 

25 

Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries 

25 

Louisiana  Conference  Center  Board 

25 

of  Trustees 

Council  on  Finance  &  Administration 

26 

United  Methodist  Women's  Sunday 

30-Feb  2 

The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership 

31  -  Feb  1 

License  to  Preach  School  Retreat 

La.  Conference  Center 
Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Dallas 
La.  Conference  Center 


Headquarters  Building 
Grant-Walker,  Pollock,  La. 
La.  Conference  Center 
La.  Conference  Center 

La.  Conference  Center 
First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
Horseshoe  Drive  UMC, 
Alexandria 

La.  Conference  Center 

La.  Conference  Center 

La.  Conference  Center 
La.  Conference  Center 


FEBRUARY 

1-4 

2 
6 


Louisiana  Conference  Cabinet  Meeting 


Special  Offering  for  Louisiana  Prison  Chapel  Foundation 


Southern  Methodist 
University,  Dallas 


Louisiana  United  Methodist  Foundation 
Appropriations  Committee  8:30  a.m. 

Investment  Committee  10:30  a.m. 

Executive  Committee  1 :00  p.m. 

7-8  Faith  Sharing  Weekend 

7-9  Senior  High  Retreat  #1 

10-13  The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership 

rll-14  Louisiana  Conference  Cabinet  Meeting 

15  License  to  Preach  School 

15  Training:  Response  Team  for  Responding 

to  Situations  of  Misconduct  of  a  Sexual  Nature 
14-16  Senior  High  Retreat  #2 

18  Conference  Mission  Finance  Committee 

21  -23  The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership 

22  Media  in  Worship 

22  African  American  Church  Capital  Campaign  Workshop 


Headquarters  Building 


Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 
La.  Conference  Center 
La.  Conference  Center 
La.  Conference  Center 
La.  Conference  Center 
First  UMC,  Pineville 

La.  Conference  Center 
La.  Conference  Center 
La.  Conference  Center 
Broadmoor  UMC 
First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
Room  117 


22  Vision  and  Values  Workshop 

Church  Development  and  Financial  Associates  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Room  106 

24- 26  Tending  Our  Lives  Together  La.  Conference  Center 

25- 28  Louisiana  Conference  Cabinet  Meeting  La.  Conference  Center 


Event  focuses  on 

“Rooted,  Reaching,  Transforming” 
was  the  theme  for  the  third 
Convocation  for  Pastors  of  African- 
American  Churches,  Jan.  7-10  in 
Houston. 

The  event,  attended  by  50  clergy 
from  the  Louisiana  Conference,  was 
designed  to  inform,  encourage  and 
inspire  clergy  who  have  primary 
responsibility  for  the  spiritual  health 
of  African-American  United 
Methodist  congregations.  Bishop 
William  Hutchinson  and  Rev.  Alonzo 
Campbell  were  among  the  attendees. 

Leaders  for  the  event  included  the 
Rev.  Kirbyjon  H.  Caldwell,  senior  pas- 


black  churches 

tor  of  Windsor  Village  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Houston;  Violet 
L.  Fisher,  bishop  of  the  New  York  West 
Area;  Zan  W.  Holmes  Jr.,  retired 
United  Methodist  pastor  from  the 
North  Texas  Conference;  and  many 
others. 

Workshops  covered  such  topics  as 
“Evangelism  and  Women  Pastors  for 
the  Evangelical  Task,”  “Raising  Up  the 
Next  Generation  of  Pastors”  and 
“Spiritual  Authority.”  Saint  John’s 
United  Methodist  Church  hosted  tire 
event.  For  more  information,  contact 
the  Rev.  Vance  R  Ross  at  (301)  927- 
6133  or  vphilip@aol.com. 


Drew  president  tapped  for  9/1 1  job 


President  George  Bush  has  tapped 
the  president  of  United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  Drew  University  to  lead  an  independ¬ 
ent  commission  probing  the  Sept.  11, 
2001,  terrorist  attacks. 

Thomas  H.  Kean,  67,  was  named  to 
replace  former  Secretary  of  State  Henry 
Kissinger,  who  resigned  Dec.  13.  Kean 
will  remain  president  of  the  Madison, 
N.J.,  university  while  serving  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  National  Commission  on 
Terrorist  Attacks.  He  said  he  will  devote 
as  much  time  as  necessary  to  the  inves¬ 
tigation  of  the  attacks  in  New  York, 
Washington  and  Pennsylvania. 

"Tom  Kean  is  a  leader  respected  for 
integrity,  fairness  and  good  judgment," 


President  Bush  said.  "I  am  confident  he 
will  work  to  make  the  commission’s 
investigation  thorough.  It  is  important 
that  we  uncover  every  detail  and  learn 
every  lesson  of  Sept.  11." 

The  new  chairman’s  career  in  public 
service  has  included  two  terms  as  gover¬ 
nor  of  New  Jersey.  He  became  president 
of  Drew  in  1990. 

"Gov.  Kean  served  on  the  advisory 
board  to  the  President’s  Initiative  on 
Race  from  1997  to  1998,"  Bush  said.  "He 
served  as  vice  chairman  of  the  U.S.  dele¬ 
gation  to  the  4th  U.N.  World  Conference 
on  Women  in  1995,  and  led  the  U.S.  del¬ 
egation  to  the  World  Conference  on 
Education  for  All  Thailand  in  1990." 


FREE  COMMUNITY 
EDUCATION  PROGRAM 

Renew”:  A  Surgical 
Weight-Loss  Alternative 

Friday,  January  31 
12:00  pm-  1:00  pm 
Methodist  Hospital  Auditorium 
Lunch  will  be  served 

Call  (504)  244-5728  for 
reservations  or  more  information. 


Renew 

A  Surgicoltj  Enhanted  Weighl-ljxs  Pmpam  at  Methodist  tlospiud 


Methodist  Hospital 

5620  Read  Boulevard  •  New  Orleans,  LA  70127 
(504)244-5483  1-800-581-2570 

www.pmmh.org 


A  New  Year, 

A  New  You! 


If  you: 


•  are  at  least  100  pounds  over 
your  ideal  weight 

•  have  failed  to  lose  weight 
and  keep  it  off 

•  have  medical  problems  due 
to  excess  weight 

Renew  "at  Methodist  Hospital 
may  be  your  solution! 


Renew  is  a  comprehensive  weight-loss  program  which  utilize 
gastric  bypass  surgery  as  an  effective  treatment  for  obesity. 

Our  professional  staff  includes  an  experienced  support  team 
that  guides  you  through  the  program  for  a  healthier,  New  Yot 

Make  Renew  your  first  New  Year's  resolution. 

Call  (504)  244-5483  today  for  more  information. 


Annual 

Conference 

2003 

"Being  Perfected 
in  Unity...that  the 
World  May 
Know." 

Centenary  College 
Shreveport 

June  4-7 


Remember  to  give 
generously  during 
the  Prison  Chapel 
Special  Offering 
Sunday,  Feb.  2 


King  day  celebration  16 


■  Shreveport 
District  /  7 

■  Ruston 
District  /  8 
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UMCOR  names  new  director  at  Sager-Brown 


The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  announces  that  Gwen  E.  Redding 
has  been  hired  as  the  Director  of 
UMCOR  Sager  Brown  in  Baldwin,  La. 

Redding  comes  from  Atlanta,  Ga., 
where  she  is  a  member  of  Peachtree 
United  Methodist  Church.  She  has  more 
that  25  years  of  experience  in  positions 
of  administrative  leadership.  Redding 


has  most  recently  served  as  Director  of 
Operations  and  Corporate  Secretary  for 
ZCI  Integrated  Solutions,  Corp.  and  was 
employed  at  Louisiana  State  University 
for  1 1  years  in  several  positions,  includ¬ 
ing  Director  of  Equal  Opportunity 
Programs. 

The  new  director  has  also  held 
appointed  positions  with  the  Louisiana 


State  government,  first  as  Director  of  the 
Louisiana  Bureau  of  Women  and  later  as 
Deputy  Director  of  Human  Services. 

UMCOR  Sager-Brown  is  a  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  facility  that 
serves  the  church  by  shipping  material 
resources  throughout  the  world,  offering 
a  low-cost  meeting  place,  and  providing 
many  volunteer  opportunities. 


Pastor  learns  to  seek  small 
victories  in  mission  work 


Rev.  Judy  Shema,  left,  teaches  English  on  a  recent  visit  to 
Cambodia.  Right:  Children  attend  Sunday  School. 


BY  REV.  JUDY  SHEMA 

June  21,  2002,  on  a  missionary 
odyssey  to  Cambodia:  a  peek  into  the 
3  Vz  weeks. 

In  the  international  departure 
lounge  I  reflect  on  the  big  disconnect 
about  to  happen.  How  is  it  that  I  am 
willingly  leaving  behind  relationships 
so  important  to  me?  I  had  a  strong 
feeling  of  awareness  of  how  many  1 
cared  for,  and  how  many  cared  for  me. 
The  awareness  was  a  blessing — “like 
oil  poured  on  Aaron’s  hair  and 
beard?!” 


A  young  Australian 
woman  sits  by  me  on 
the  airplane  to 
Cambodia.  She  is  on  her  way  to  visit 
her  mom,  the  Australian  Embassy 
medical  doctor.  Her  mother  volun¬ 
teers  her  surgical  skills  for  children  out 
in  the  distant  villages  where  she  has  to 
sterilize  her  instruments  with  a  pres¬ 
sure  cooker.  My  heart  is  deeply 
warmed  with  the  awareness  that  this 
goodness  is  quietly  and  anonymously 
being  done — probably  multiplied 
many  times  over  throughout  the 


world.  I  am  strengthened. 

While  in  Cambodia,  we  were  very 
aware  of  the  10-plus  years  of  massive 
destruction  of  a  country  and  culture. 
Pol  Pott  murdered  so  many,  while  oth¬ 
ers  fled  to  refugee  camps  and  endured 
a  living  death.  Then  the  Vietnamese 
invaded  Cambodia,  bringing  more 
disruption  and  war.  We  visited  a  public 

See  Cambodia,  page  3 


Nominations  being  accepted  for  UM  college  scholarship 


The  United  Methodist  Higher 
Education  Foundation  and  the  Office  of 
Loans  and  Scholarships  of  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
announce  the  Annual  Conference 
Scholars  Program. 

A  $1,000  scholarship  will  be  awarded 
to  a  United  Methodist  Student  nominat¬ 
ed  by  each  of  the  65  Annual  Conference 
Boards  of  Higher  Education  a  nd 


Campus  Ministry. 

The  scholarship  will  be  disbursed  to 
the  candidate  upon  verification  of  their 
enrollment  at  a  UM-related  college  or 
university. 

Applicants  must  be  an  active  member 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  for  at 
least  one  year;  be  an  entering  freshman 
at  a  UM-related  school  or  university;  or 
be  a  first-year  seminary  student  at  a 


UM-related  theological  school. 

They  must  also  be  a  U.  S.  citizen  or 
permanent  resident.  Students  may  not 
be  re-nominated  for  this  award. 

Applications  may  be  obtained  from 
Nancy  M.  Carruth,  P  O.  Box  267,  Bunkie 
LA  71322. 

Nominations  from  the  Conference 
must  be  received  in  the  Office  of  Loans 
and  Scholarships  by  May  1 . 
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ON  THE  J  0  U  R  N  E  Y 

Thanks  Sweetheart! 


“It’s  a  beautiful  day!”  The  man 
always  says  that.  1  don’t  know  his  real 
name.  Kay  and  I  call  him  “Sweetheart” 
because  of  the  big  black  Lab  he  has 
with  him  all  the  time.  Before  we 
became  common  sights  to  each  other 
on  our  morning  walks  he  would  say, 
"You’ll  encounter  my  black  Lab  back 
there.  But  she  won’t  bother  you.  She’s 
a  sweetheart.”  Hence,  the  man 
became  “Sweetheart”  to  us. 

In  addition  to  being  friendly,  he’s  a 
very  patriotic  man.  He  has  a  complete 
line  of  LSU  gear  that  he  wears  to  walk. 
What  could  be  more  “patriotic”  than 
that!  On  some  occasions  he  is  in  a  pair 
of  shorts  that  look  like  a  miniature  ver¬ 
sion  of  “Old  Glory.”  Most  of  the  time 
there  is  a  matching  cap  cocked  to  one 
side  on  his  head.  Sometimes  he  does¬ 
n’t  have  a  hat  at  all.  He  walks  with  a 
quick  and  determined  gait,  arms 
swinging,  chin  up  and  a  contagious 
smile  on  his  face. 

His  speech  is  definitely  that  of  a 
Louisiana  native.  He  doesn’t  have  the 
Bronx  sound  of  the  Ninth  Ward  in  New 
Orleans.  He  doesn’t  have  a  heavy 
Cajun  accent.  He  just  has  a  soft,  slow, 
beautiful  “Good  Mo  min’!”  And  it’s 
always  followed  by  “It’s  a  beautiful 
day!”  It  doesn’t  matter  if  it  is  hotter 
than  the  floor  of  the  Mojave  Desert  or 
colder  than  International  Falls,  MN.  It 
doesn’t  matter  if  it  is  dripping  with 
humidity,  or  if  it  is  one  of  those  rare, 
crisp  fall  mornings.  It’s  always,  “It’s  a 
beautiful  day.” 

A  couple  of  days  ago  I  was  walking 
and  had  my  head  down  contemplating 
the  rocks  in  the  pavement.  It  had  been 
a  bad  day  the  day  before.  I  was  trying 
to  sort  through  my  thoughts  as  well  as 
my  disappointments  (as  well  as  my 
anger,  if  the  truth  be  known!).  I  must 
admit,  I  wasn’t  thinking  it  was  a  beau¬ 
tiful  day.  Then  along  came 
“Sweetheart.”  He  looked  as  if  he  had 
greeted  the  sun  that  morning  with  a 
happy  face.  As  my  mother  says,  “They 
probably  had  to  put  him  under  a 
bushel  basket  just  so  the  sun  could 
come  up,  he  is  so  bright.”  “It’s  a  beau¬ 
tiful  day!”  he  said.  Rather  than  turn  a 
deaf  ear  I  had  the  sudden  urge  to  stop 
him,  thank  him  for  his  optimism  and 
positive  outlook,  and  for  bringing  a 
correct  perspective  back  into  my  heart. 

Indeed,  it  was  a  beautiful  morning. 
As  the  Psalmist  states,  “This  is  the  day 
which  the  Lord  has  made;  let  us  rejoice 


and  be  glad  in  it.” 
(Ps.  118:24)  It  really 
doesn’t  matter  what 
happened  the  day 
before.  It  really 
doesn’t  matter  what 
is  happening  at  the 
moment.  The  day 
itself  is  die  product 
of  the  Lord  and  we 
should  be  rejoicing 
and  glad. 

Often  I  find 
myself  thinking  that  things  are  just  not 
going  as  diey  should.  I  find  myself 
dunking  diat  people  are  just  not  acting 
as  they  should.  I  find  myself  thinking 
that  God  has  surely  abandoned  us  to 
the  devices  and  destruction  of  the 
world.  But  then  along  comes  a 
reminder  that  this  is  God’s  world,  and 
it  is  God’s  day  and  because  of  that  we 
need  not  be  discouraged  or  depressed. 
In  fact  we  should  rejoice. 

I  remember  a  scriptural  revelation 
several  years  ago  when  I  was  having  a 
similar  day.  It  was  during  my  morning 
walk  that  I  heard  the  verses  of 
Philippians  beginning  to  occupy  my 
thoughts.  Those  words  began  to  shape 
my  attitude.  “Finally,  brethren,  what¬ 
ever  is  true,  whatever  is  honorable, 
whatever  is  just,  whatever  is  pure, 
whatever  is  lovely,  whatever  is  gra¬ 
cious,  if  there  is  any  excellence,  if  there 
is  anything  worthy  of  praise,  think 
about  these  things.  What  you  have 
learned  and  received  and  heard  and 
seen  in  me,  do;  and  the  God  of  peace 
will  be  with  you.”  (Phil.  4:8-9) 

I’m  gratefitl  to  “Sweetheart”  for  call¬ 
ing  me  back  to  a  more  God-like  per¬ 
spective  for  that  day.  I  hope  in  some 
small  way  I  might  catch  the  essence  of 
that  spiritual  oudook  and  be  able  to 
offer  it  to  others  as  I  pass  them  on  the 
streets  of  life.  I  wonder  what  our  lives 
together  might  look  like  and  feel  like  if 
we  approached  them  from  the  vantage 
point  of  thinking  about  the  true,  hon¬ 
orable,  just,  pure,  lovely,  gracious, 
excellent  and  praiseworthy  things?  I 
guess  we’ll  never  know  until  we  are 
converted  one  by  one  to  try  it!  May  we 
pray  for  that  conversion  so  our  journey 
together  will  be  a  litde  more  filled  with 
peace. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fell  /Jahh****-' 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Clergy  asked  to  help  promote  web  site 


The  Communications  Department 
for  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is 
asking  that  clergy  give  us  a  hand  in  pro¬ 
moting  use  of  the  conference  web  site. 

This  can  be  done  by  posting  a  special 
flyer  designed  to  download  and  post  on 
a  message  board,  hand  out  as  a  flyer,  or 
reprint  in  the  church  bulletin. 

The  attractive  poster  gives  an 
overview  of  all  the  information  that  one 


can  find  by  paying  a  visit  to  the  site, 
www.la-umc.org. 

To  download  the  poster,  simply  go  to 
the  conference  website  and  click  on  LA- 
UMC.ORG  and  you  will  find  the  poster, 
along  with  instructions  on  how  to  down¬ 
load  it. 

Thank  you  in  advance  for  helping  us 
to  expand  Conference  communications 
through  our  website. 


Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell,  director  of  Special  Ministries  for  the  annual  conference,  is 
pictured  (left)  participating  in  a  Martin  Luther  King  Day  march  in  Denham  Springs 
from  Lockhart  Community  Center  to  Roberts  United  Methodist  Church,  where  Rev. 
Campbell  serves  as  pastor.  Also  pictured  are  Elder  Adolphus  White,  First  Church  of 
God  and  Christ,  linking  arms  with  Campbell  and  Vittorio  Woods,  a  member  of 
Roberts  UMC,  in  his  wheelchair.  Photo  courtesy  of  Mike  Dowty,  Livingston  Parish  News. 


Restorative  Justice  workshop  set 


Restorative  Justice:  A  Community 
Approach,”  will  be  held  Saturday,  Feb.  15 
from  9  a.m.-3  p.m.  at  the  Tracy  Center, 
3300  Hundred  Oaks  in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  purpose  of  the  event  is  to  intro¬ 
duce  and  educate  participants  on 
restorative  justice;  provide  specific 
means  of  application  in  professional 
and  community  experiences;  and 
encourage  participants  to  be  receptive 
to  opportunities  for  restorative  justice  in 
their  communities. 

Dr.  Gordon  Bazemore,  director  of  the 
Community  Justice  Institute  at  Florida 
Atlantic  University,  and  Dr.  James 
Howell,  associate  editor  of  Juvenile 
Justice  and  Youth  Violence,  will  serve  as 


keynote  speakers. 

A  panel  of  experts  in  the  field, 
including  Rev.  John  Johns,  conference 
coordinator  for  Restorative  Justice,  will 
present  to  participants. 

Registration  for  the  event  begins  at 
9  a.m.,  with  closing  remarks  by  Howell 
beginning  at  2  pm. 

The  public  is  encouraged  to  attend.  A 
registration  fee  of  $10  will  cover  the  cost 
of  the  conference  and  lunch.  If  you  plan 
to  attend,  please  R.S.V.R  to  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference,  (225)  924-0213, 
fx:  (225)  927-7860,  or  email:  lainter- 
church@aol.com.  For  more  information, 
please  contact  the  Rev.  C.  Dana  Krutz  at 
the  numbers  listed  in  this  article. 


Churches  that  paid  100  percent  of  apportionments: 

Aurora  UMC  Rev.  M.  Eugene  Finnell 


Louisiana  Conference  NtJfftl 


William  W.  Hutchinson 
Rena  Yocom 

Betty  Backstrom 
Joshua  Lewis 


Resident  Bishop 
Executive  Director, 

Conference  Mission  and  Ministries 
Editor 

Contributing  Editor 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  the  newspaper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and  is  published  twice  a  month. 

Subscriptions  are  $15  for  one  year,  $25  for  two  years. 

(Please  make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.) 

Send  subscriptions,  news  and  information  to: 

Editor 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
E-mail:  lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888)  239-5286  ext.  227 
(225)  346-1646,(225)  383-2652  fax 


You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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Cambodia,  from  page 1 


These  are  just  a  few  of  the  Cambodian  children-many  of  them  orphaned-that  Rev.  Judy 
Shema  met  on  her  journey  to  Methodist-related  institutions  in  the  country. 


school  turned  into  chambers  of  torture 
by  Pol  Pott,  and  we  visited  the  Killing 
Fields  and  saw  a  tower  of  human  skulls 
and  human  bone  fragments  still  on  the 
ground.  On  my  way  to  visit  a  refugee 
camp,  I  see  construction.  My 
Cambodian  friend  said  it  is  a  memorial 
tower  to  the  World  Trade  Center  disaster. 
1  quickly  commented,  “Wouldn’t  you 
would  be  better  off  spending  all  that 
money  on  yourselves?”  The  reply  which 
humbled  my  arrogance  was  this:  “No,  we 
are  very  aware  of  war  and  we  just  want 
peace  for  your  country.” 

Can  you  imagine  a  society  recreating 
itself  without  the  benefit  of  the  wisdom 
and  experiences  of  those  over  50?  Can 
you  imagine  an  entire  country,  which 
had  almost  no  educational  system  for  an 
entire  generation?  I  saw  17-year-olds 
holding  leadership  positions  in  local 
churches,  which  in  the  United  States  are 
held  by  middle  age  adults.  Young  people 
in  their  early  20’s  were  serving  as  educa¬ 
tors,  with  barely  a  high  school  equiva¬ 
lency  education. 

One  group  that  I  taught  consisted  of 
young  adults  in  their  early  twenties.  One 
day  I  asked,  “What  would  YOU  like  to 
talk  about?”  Here  are  the  questions  they 
asked:  “What  is  the  role  of  the  Holy 
Spirit?”  “How  do  you  walk  with  God?” 
“What  does  it  mean  when  I  am  sad  but 
the  Bible  says  don’t  worry  or  that  Jesus 
has  given  me  peace?”  “What  are  the  dif¬ 
ferent  ways  to  interpret  the  Bible?” 

"What  IS  the  Bible?”  Whew!  What  a  list. 


They  were  so  open  with  me,  so  hungry, 
so  sincere.  I  find  myself  wishing  that  it 
was  this  way  back  home. 

I  visit  the  Malaysian  Methodist  School 
where  teenage  girls  are  taught  sewing 
skills  so  that  they  may  earn  an  income.  I 
visit  an  Australian  Christian  women’s 
outreach  to  young  women  where  they 
are  taught  everything  about  running  a 
restaurant.  These  Christian  ministries 
are  trying  to  give  life,  hope  and  empow¬ 
erment  to  these  young  women,  who  are 
often  pulled  into  prostitution. 

During  a  visit  to  a  terrible  slum,  we 
pick  our  way  through  the  crowds  and 
around  the  puddles  of  unknown  refuse 
in  the  dirt  paths.  Suddenly,  a  man 
thrusts  a  9-month-old  infant  into  my 
face  saying,  “Here,  you  can  have  her.!”  I 
reel  with  nausea.  Is  he  so  desperate  that 
he  must  give  away  his  child,  or  is  this 
female  child  so  unwanted  that  she  is 
rejected  in  this  manner?  This  incident 
gives  a  different  slant  on  the  words  of 
Jesus,  “Unless  you  become  as  one  of 
these  children. . .”  Such  pain.  How  my 
arms  ache  to  take  each  child  with  me. 

In  the  city  of  Siem  Reap,  I  teach  at  a 
Methodist  Center  and  at  a  city- run 
orphanage.  Discarded  children.  Adoption 
is  not  a  concept  here.  So  the  unparented 
come  to  live.  One  room  had  30  naked 
infants  in  hammocks.  When  they  elimi¬ 
nated,  the  waste  was  hosed  off  the  con¬ 
crete  floor.  One  attendant  keeps  the 
hammocks  swinging  and  shoos  the  rats. 

In  the  midst  of  this  poverty,  the 


teenagers  run  to  my  class  after  school, 
voluntarily  and  eagerly.  Never  once  does 
their  concentration  waver.  Here,  they  have 
clothes  and  food  and  a  rice  mat  to  sleep 
on.  There  are  no  spit  wads.  No  one  is 
bored  or  rebellious.There  was  just  a  desire 
to  hear  anything.  I  wanted  to  teach. 

In  the  country  naked  children  scam¬ 
per  around  the  well  drilled  by  the 
Methodist  Center.  A  mother  wrings  out 
clothes  she  has  just  washed  in  the  only 
well  the  village  has. 

Arriving  to  teach  English  at  the 
church  I  see  four  of  the  cutest  little  five- 
year-olds  with  their  only  toys — big  red 
flowers,  which  they  playfully  stick 
behind  each  other’s  ears.  In  the  yard, 


older  boys  are  playing  football  (soccer) 
with  an  imaginary  ball. 

In  Cambodia,  I  learned  how  one  sur¬ 
vives  as  a  missionary.  It  is  by  collecting 
the  small  marks  rather  than  look  for 
mega  marks  of  significant  accomplish¬ 
ment. 

I  have  learned  to  simply  offer  whoev¬ 
er  I  am,  in  this  moment,  in  this  place.  No 
special  tricks,  skills  or  extraordinary  pre¬ 
trip  preparation  were  needed  in 
Cambodia.  I  suppose  what  God  wanted 
me  to  know  is  that  I  am  sufficient  and  to 
quit  looking  at  all  the  ways  I  think  I  am 
lacking.  “Trust  in  the  Lord  in  all  things 
and  he  will  direct  thy  paths.” 


Conference  fund  drive  for  new 
church  in  Cambodia  continues 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
has  raised  $10,815  of  the  $30,000 
needed  to  build  a  new  church  build¬ 
ing  for  Koki  United  Methodist 
Church,  located  on  the  outskirts  of 
Phnom  Penh. 

The  funds  are  earmarked  for  labor 
and  supplies,  as  the  property  has 
already  been  acquired. 

It  is  hoped  that  more  than  one 
church  building  can  be  provided  for, 
and  the  draft  of  the  architectural 
plans  will  be  replicated  for  these 
additional  church  buildings  in 
Cambodia. 

Local  labor  will  be  used  for  the 
construction  project.  When  Bishop 
William  W.  Hutchinson  and  his  wife 


Kay  visited  Koki  UMC,  the  congrega¬ 
tion  was  worshiping  in  a  little  lean-to 
on  the  side  of  a  busy  highway.  The 
property  has  been  purchased,  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ  just 
need  a  building. 

Bishop  Hutchinson  has  expressed 
the  hope  that  the  Conference  reach 
its  goal  of  $30,000  by  the  end  of  the 
Annual  Conference  session  in  June. 
Donations  for  this  worthy  project  can 
be  sent  to  La.  Annual  Conference, 
Advance  #423 1C,  527  North  Blvd., 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 

Churches  can  send  in  donations 
with  their  apportionments  on  the 
General  Advance  line  item,  specifying 
“Cambodia.” 


Board  funds  older  adult  ministries 


In  an  effort  to  support  ministries  by, 
with,  and  for  older  adults,  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Older  Adult 
Ministries  has  a  limited  amount  of  grant 
money  available  for  older  adult  ministries. 

The  purpose  of  the  grants  is  to  help 
annual  conferences,  districts  and  local 
United  Methodist  congregations  develop 
intentional,  innovative,  and  creative 
ministries  with  older  adults. 

In  2002,  22  grants  for  older  adult  min¬ 
istry  were  awarded  for  a  total  of  $42,500. 
In  2003,  grant  applications  will  be 


accepted  until  June  30.  The  maximum 
amound  of  any  grant  cannot  exceed 
$2,500. 

In  order  to  request  funding,  grant 
applications  must  be  completed  and 
submitted  with  a  postmark  no  later  than 
June  30,  2003.  To  receive  a  grant  applica¬ 
tion,  you  must  contact:  Teri  Kline,  Center 
on  Aging  &  Older  Adult  Ministries, 
General  Board  of  Discipleship-UMC,  R 
O.  Box  340003,  Nashville  TN  37203,  (615) 
340-7177,  fax:  (615)  340-7071,  and  email: 
tkline@gbod.org. 


Don't  Lot  Log  Pain 


SideiinE  You 


you  may  be  suffering  from 
peripheral  vascular  disease  (PVD). 


"When  I  thought  I  had  lost  my  Super  Bowl  ring, 

I  was  heartbroken.  But  the  thought  of  losing  my 
leg  to  vascular  disease  was  downright  frightening. 
Thanks  to  Dr.  Sottiurai's  expertise  and  the  good 
care  I  received  at  Methodist  Hospital,  my 
fears  have  been  eliminated  and  I  no 
longer  suffer  with  leg  pain. " 

(jJcLAX^ 


Warren  Bankston 

Pittsburgh  Steelers  '69  -72 
Oakland  Raiders  73  -78 
Super  Bowl  XI  Champions 


•  Pain  in  legs  or  feet 

•  Severe  leg  cramps/itchiness 

•  Darkened  skin 

•  Cold  legs  or  feet 

•  Paleness  of  legs  or  feet 
when  elevated 

•  Non-healing  ulcers 


If  you  experience 


Join  Vascular  Surgeon  Vikrom  Sottiurai,  MD, 
in  this  free  seminar  as  he  discusses  diagnosis 
and  advanced  treatment  for 

Vein  Disorders  and 
Peripheral  Vascular  Disease 

Friday,  Feburary  14 
12:00  - 1:00  pm  (lunch  will  be  served) 
Methodist  Hospital  Auditorium 

Reservations  are  required. 

Call  244-5728  for  reservations 
or  more  information. 


Pendleton  Memorial 

Methodist  Hospital 


5620  Read  Blvd. 

New  Orleans,  LA  70127 
(504)  244-5100 
www.pmmh.org 
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Annual  Conference  2003,  June  4-7,  Shreveport: "Be 


Tentative  2003  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  SCHEDULE 

1/10/03  June  4- 7 

Being  Perfected  in  Unity... that  the  World  May  Know  (John  17:23) 


WEDNESDAY 

THURSDAY 

FRIDAY 

SATURDAY 

Registration:  8:00am  -  noon 

Board  Meetings:  9:00  -  11:00am 

Laity  Breakfast 

Ecumenical  Breakfast 

8:45am  Bible  Study 

9:45am  Episcopal  Address 

10:30  -  11:00am  Break 

11:00  Passing  of  the  Mantle: 

Recognition  of  Retirees 

8:45am  Bible  Study 

9:30am  Districting/Staffing  Report 
(Vote) 

10:30  -  11:00am  Break 

11:00am  -  Noon 

Repentance  and  Reconciliation  Service 

8:45am  Bible  Study 

9:30am  Conference  Trustees 

Conference  Center 
Louisiana  Foundation 

CFA  #2 

10:30  -  11:00am  Break 

11:00am  Memorial  Service 

12:30  -  2:00  pm: 

Wesley's  300th  Birthday 
and  Communion 

2:00pm  Opening  Session 

Board  of  Laity  Report 

Laity  Address 

3:30pm  Laity  Session 

Clergy  Session 

1:45pm  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
2:45  -  3:15pm  Break 

3:15-3:45pm  Bd.  of  Higher  Education 
3:45  -  5:00pm 

Districting/Staffing  Reports 
(Discussion) 

1:45pm  Business  Session 

Adoption  of  Reports: 

CFA  #1 

Pension/Insurance 
Equitable  Compensation 
Conference  Ministry  Team 
and  Related  Boards 

Lunch  -  on  site  (proceeds  go  to 

Youth  Service  Fund) 

CFA  -  continued 

3:00pm  Sending  Forth 

-  Fixing  of  Appointments 

-  Blessing  of  Delegation 
3:30pm  Delegation  Meeting 

7:00pm  1st  Ballot 

Ordination  Service  at 

7:00pm  Petitions  -  Resolutions 

Note:  Schedule  is  based  on  NO 

7:30pm  Introduction  of 

First  United  Methodist  Church 

verbal  reports,  presentations  or 

New  Business 

9:15pm  Evening  Prayer 

awards. 

9:00pm  Ballot  * 

7:00pm  Music 

9:15pm  Evening  Prayer 

7:30pm  Service 

*  Balloting  continues  as  results 

are  available. 

General  Conference  Petition  Form 


Louisiana  Annual  Conference 

March  1  Forms  for  Lay  Nominees  for  General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences  due. 
March  24  Registration  information  for  housing,  meals  and  child  care  mailed  out. 

April  1  Forms  for  housing  and  meal  registration  accepted. 

April  30  Pre-conference  report  available  on  Conference  website  www.la-umc.org. 
May  5  Recommended  due  date  for  Petitions  to  General  Conference 

Pre-conference  trainings,  by  District: 

May  4  Lake  Charles,  2:30-4  p.m.,  place  TBA 

Acadiana,  5:30-7  p.m.,  First  UMC  in  Lafayette 
Northshore,  3-4:30  p.m.,  First  UMC  in  Hammond 
New  Orleans,  6-7:30  p.m.,  place  TBA 
May  5  Acadiana,  6:30-8  p.m.,  Pharr  Chapel  in  Morgan  City 

May  6  Alexandria,  6-7:30  p.m.,  place  TBA 
Baton  Rouge,  6-7:30  p.m.,  place  TBA 
May  18  Monroe,  2-4  p.m.,  place  TBA 

Ruston,  5-6:30  p.m.,  place  TBA 
May  1 9  Shreveport,  6:30-8  p.m.,  place  TBA 


(The  following  is  a  sample  of  the  form  which  may  be  downloaded  from  the  web  at 
www.umc.org.  Whereas  the  Lay  Delegate  form  on  the  facing  page  is  designed  for  you  to  cut 
out  and  mail  in,  this  form  is  a  sample  only  and  should  not  be  clipped  and  returned.) 

Petition  to  the  General  Conference,  2004, 

The  United  Methodist  Church 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  for  preparation  of  petitions,  the  following  is  submitted  for 
action  by  the  General  Conference,  2004. 

Suggested  Title/Subject  Matter: 

Petition  Concerns  Discipline  Paragraph  # _ or  New  Paragraph _ 

Or 

Petition  Concerns  Resolution  # _ or  New  Resolution _ 

Does  the  Petition  Carry  Financial  Implications?  Yes _ No _ 

Petition  Text: 

Rationale: 

Date: _ Submitted  by: _ (print) 

_ (signature) 

Petitioner  Identification: _ 

Telephone: _ Fax: _ Email: _ 


For  All  Attendees  of  the  2003  Annual  Conference 


Obtaining  a  Copy  of  the  Pre- 
Conference  Report: 

All  Lay  Members  of  the  Annual 
Conference  are  encouraged  to  down¬ 
load  their  copy  of  the  2003  Pre- 
Conference  Report  from  the  confer¬ 
ence  website,  www.la-umc.org,  after 
April  30. 

If  you  have  no  possibilities  for 
access  to  a  computer  and  the  inter¬ 
net,  you  may  send  in  a  written 
request  for  a  hard  copy  of  the  report 


from  Carl  Rhoads  III,  conference  sec¬ 
retary,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge 
LA  70802. 

Your  request  must  include  your 
name,  district,  local  church, mailing 
address  and  phone  number.  Your 
copy  of  the  report  will  be  available  to 
you  at  your  district  pre-conference 
training. 

We  must  receive  your  request  for  a 
hard  copy  by  April  1, 2003  in  order  to 
fill  your  request. 


Important  Dates  Concerning  2003 


January  31, 2003 


Louisiana  Conference 
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sing  Perfected  in  Unity...that  the  World  May  Know" 


General  Conference  petitions  must 


clear  La.  Conference  Comittee  first 


Individuals  and  groups  wanting  to 
change  policies,  procedures  and  prac¬ 
tices  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
have  until  May  5  to  submit  to  the 
Conference  Committee  on  Petitions. 

Those  wishing  to  submit  a  petition  to 
the  General  Conference  should  com¬ 
plete  and  send  in  the  form  shown  on 
page  4  of  this  issue  to  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  Committee  on 
Petitions,  which  will  process  the  petition 
and  seek  its  endorsement  during  our 
2003  Annual  Conference  in  Shreveport. 
Forms  may  be  downloaded  from  the 
website  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  www.umc.org,  by  clicking  on 
“General  Conference”  and  following  the 
instructions  provided.  We  ask  that  peti¬ 
tioners  send  completed  forms  to  Rev. 
Michael  McLaurin,  3501  Patrick  St.,  Lake 
Charles  LA  70605  no  later  than  30  days 
prior  to  June  4,  2003  to  allow  adequate 
processing  time. 


GENERAL  CONFERENCE  2004 
PITTSBURGH,  PA 


The  church’s  general  agencies  must 
submit  their  reports  for  General 
Conference  by  Aug.  1  and  their  petitions 
by  Oct.  1.  Those  will  be  included  in  the 
Advance  Daily  Christian  Advocate,  a 
publication  giving  advance  program 
information  about  the  assembly.  The 
book  will  be  published  in  English, 
French,  German  and  Portuguese  and 
Spanish. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  General 
Conference,  which  convenes  every  four 
years,  will  be  April  27-May  7,  2004,  in 
Pittsburgh. 

The  General  Conference,  the  only 
body  that  can  speak  officially  for  the 
denomination,  comprises  nearly  1,000 
delegates  -  half  clergy  and  half  lay.  After 
each  conference,  revised  editions  of  the 
Book  of  Discipline  and  Book  of 
Resolutions  are  released. 

General  Conference  delegates  can 
change  anything  in  the  Book  of 
Discipline  except  the  church’s 
Constitution.  Any  recommended 
changes  in  the  Constitution  must  be  rat¬ 
ified  by  the  annual  (regional)  confer¬ 
ences. 

The  2004  assembly  will  have  1 1  leg¬ 
islative  committees:  church  and  society; 
conferences;  discipleship;  faith  and 
order;  financial  administration;  general 
administration;  global  ministries;  higher 


education  and  ministry;  independent 
commissions;  judicial  administration; 
and  local  church.  In  2000,  General 
Conference  had  10  committees. 

Each  valid  petition  is  given  a  number 
and  tide.  Each  legislative  committee 


deals  with  petitions  related  to  a  series  of 
paragraphs  from  the  Book  of  Discipline. 
Petitions  related  to  the  Book  of 
Resolutions  are  sorted  by  subject  matter. 
A  legislative  committee  can  recommend 
to  the  full  delegation  concurrence  or 


non-concurrence  with  the  language  as 
submitted,  or  the  committee  may 
change  the  language  and  then  recom¬ 
mend  concurrence.  Legislative  commit¬ 
tees  can  also  submit  majority  and 
minority  recommendations. 


Louisiana  Conference 
Lay  Delegate  Information  Form 

Name _ _ _ . _ _ _ 

Home  Address _ _ _ 

Street  City/State  Zip 

Local  Church  Membership _ _ _ _ — . - 

Lay  delegates  to  the  General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences  shall  have  been  members  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  for  at  least  two  years  and  shall  have  been  active  participants  in  The  United  Methodist  Church  for  at  least 
four  years.  (5134.  Article  V.,  The  Book  of  Discipline) 

Please  be  concise. 

I  wish  to  serve  as  a  delegate  to  General  Conference  (April  27  -  May  7,  2004  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania)  and/or 
Jurisdictional  Conference  (July  14-17,  2004  in  Corpus  Christi,  Texas)  because: 


Church  leadership:  (Local  church  responsibilities,  present  and  past) 


District  offices  held:  Conference  offices  held: 


Others: 


Occupation/work: 


Community  involvement: 


I  meet  the  membership  qualifications  and  am  willing  and  able  to  commit  the  time  necessary  to  participate  in  General 
and/or  Jurisdictional  Conference,  including  preparation  time  as  well  as  attendance  at  Conference. 


Please  sign  here 

Mail  by  March  1,  2003  to:  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 

Lay  Delegate  Application 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
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Louisiana  Conference  MOM 


January  31,2003 


Louisiana  Methodist  (Childrens  Home  Honors  Donors 


21st  Century  Club  GenturyClub 


I"  CENTURY  CLUB  1 


Kent  and  Yvonne  Anderson, Monroe 
Bill  and  Susan  Baker,  Slidell 
Mike  and  Dianne  Cage,  Monroe 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  James  “Jimmie” 
Caraway,  Baton  Rouge 
Elsie  Seals  SS  Class,  Nolley 
Memorial-Jena 

Roberta  Green  Hinton, Rusto n 

Tom  Hunt,  Dallas 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  F.  Justiss,  Jr., 

Trout 

Steve  and  Marge  Richters,  Monroe 
Paul  and  Linda  Sabin,  Ellicott  City 
Raymond  and  Betty  Sh  aw,  Lafayette 
Byrum  and  Jan  Teekell,  Shreve  port 
Elsie  B.Terral.Lake  Providence 
Nan  T.  Wi  bke  r,  Sh  re  ve  po  rt 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marcus  Wren,  Jr., 
Minden 


Promotion  of  membership  in  the  Century  Club  is  the  project  of  the 
Board  of  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Children  and  Family  Services,  Inc. 
Membership  in  the  Century  Club  requires  a  contribution  of  $100  annual¬ 
ly  and  is  open  both  to  individuals  and  groups.  Money  received  from 
Century  Club  membership  is  used  to  help  strengthen  and  undergird  the 
present  program  of  services  of  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home. 
Contributions  of  this  purpose  should  be  clearly  marked  so  that  proper 
credit  is  given  on  the  records  of  LMCH. 

21st  CenturyClub 

The  concept  of  this  new,  annual-giving  opportunity  originated  with 
Reverend  and  Mrs.  James  J.  “Jimmie  Caraway,  who  are  its  first  contribu¬ 
tors.  Membership  in  the  21st  Century  Club  requires  a  one-time  gift  of 
$2,100,  which  pays  the  initial  year  of  Century  Club  membership  and 
places  the  remaining  $2,000  in  the  endowment,  ensuring  that  tne  annual 
$100  gift  for  Century  Club  membership  continues  throughout  the  years 
of  the  21st  century.  This  project  offers  an  occasion  for  individuals  or 
groups  to  ensure  a  legacy  of  giving  to  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s 
Home,  “making  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  the  children  in  our  care. 


Yes.  I  would  like  to  join  the  Century  Club  of 
Louisiana  Methodist  Children's  Home.  I  understand 
my  yearly  pledge  of  $100  is  due  by  June  30 

My  name  and  address  is: 

Name _ 

Add  ress _ 

City _ State _ ZIP _ 

Phone: _ 

Name  for  Century  Club  Brochure  if  different  from 
above: 


Mail  your  check  with  this  coupon  to: 

Louisiana  Methodist  Children's  Home 

PO  Box  929  I 

Ruston,  LA  71273-0929  | 

ATTN:  Century  Club  | 


Century  Cliulb  2002 


Mrs.  Paul  K.  Adams,  Alexandria 
Mack  and  Ruth  Albritton,  Pioneer 
Alliance  Drilling  Consultants,  Jena 
Kent  and  Yvonne  Anderson, Monroe 
Chris  and  Gloria  Andrews,  Baton 
Rouge 

Argent  Financial  Group,  Inc., Ruston 
Bill  and  Susan  Baker,  Slidell 
John  and  Donna  Bergstedt,  Sulphur 
Warren  and  Mary  Lou  Blakeman, 
West  Monroe 

Welton  H.  Brumfield.  Jr..  Amite 
Martha  H.  Burt  t.  Baton  Rouge 
Frank  M. Busch,  Jr., Houston 
Vick  and  Fran  Bussie,  Baton  Rouge 
Mrs.  Jean  Cadenhead,  Haynesville 
Mike  and  Dianne  Cage, Monroe 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  James  “Jimmie” 
Caraway,  Baton  Rouge 
Ray  and  Mary  Caraway,  Fort  Collins 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Stone  W.  Caraway, 
Monroe 

Bill  and  Lorie  Carter,  Rusto  n 
Charles  A.  and  Sandra  Casteel, 
Monroe 

Bill  and  Cooky  Coffey,  Baton  Rouge 

Mary  Louise  Collins,  Jonesboro 

Jim  and  Eloise  Cox,  Jena 

Sherry  J.  Cox,  Ruston 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  J. Crawford,  HI, 

Shreveport 

Mrs.  Linda  Cummings,  Monroe 
Mr.and  Mrs. J.C. Cunningham, 
Monroe 

Mr.and  Mrs. Qaibome  Dameron, 
Baton  Rouge 

Travis  and  Kitty  Defreese,  Ruston 
Be  n  ny  and  Carol  De  n ny,  Ru s to  n 
Mr.and  Mrs. Terrel  J.DeVille, Homer 
Freddie  and  Ella  Doyle,  Slidell 
Driggers  &  Blackwell. Ruston 
Mr.and  Mrs. Merlin  Duke, Bogalusa 
Helon  A. Earle,  Jonesboro 
Robert  F. Elrod, Tallulah 
Elsie  Seals  SS  Class,  Nolley 
Memorial-Jena,  Jena 
John  and  Sallie  Emory,  Ruston 
Cliff  and  Elva  Evans,  Baton  Rouge 


Mr.and  Mrs.  Sidney  B. Evans,  Jr., 
Natchitoches 

Mr.and  Mrs.  Randy  Ewing,  Quitman 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Flournoy, 

Ru  s  to  n 

Dr. and  Mrs. C. G. Forrest,  Amite 
Maxie  B.  Garrett,  Haynesville 
Justin  and  Nancy  Garrison,  Rusto  n 
E  R.  Glasgow,  Amite 
Hoye  and  Jane  Grafton, Ruston 
Ms.  Stuart  M.  Greer,  Monroe 
John  W.and  Etta  Faye  Hamilton, 
Monroe 

Mr.and  Mrs. Tom  J. Hardin, 
Alexandria 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Harrison,  Monroe 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  L.  Harvill, 
Baton  Rouge 

Ray  and  Joanna  Hauser,  DeRidder 
Hayes  Lumber  Co.  Inc.,  Jena 
Roberta  Green  Hinton, Ruston 
Gerald  R.and  Anne  L.Hoffpauir, 
Lake  Charles 

Mrs.  Gordon  P.  Hogan,  Ruston 
J.J.and  Martha  Hollis,  Zachary 
Mr.and  Mrs. Wayne  Holloway, West 
Monroe 

MaryBelle  Holste ad, Ruston 
Trott  and  Karen  Hunt, Ruston 
Tom  Hunt,  Dallas 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  William  W. 
Hutchinson, Baton  Rouge 
Dr.and  Mrs.  Jerry  C.  Johnston, 
Rusto  n 

Jonesboro  United  Methodist  Men, 
Eros 

J.F.  Justiss, HI,  Jena 

Mr.and  Mrs. James  F. Justiss, Jr., 

Trout 

Justiss  Oil  Co., Inc.,  Jena 

Sherman  and  Hildred  Justus,  Amite 

Florence  Kirby,  Monroe 

Mr.and  Mrs.  Bobby  J. Le e, Tallulah 

Bob  and  Elaine  Levy,  Dubach 

Mr.and  Mrs.  Bryant  Lewis, 

Haynesville 

Mr.and  Mrs.  James  E.  Lewis, 
Winnfield 


Jennifer  J.Loe,Jena 
Mrs.  Sally  Lofland,  Baton  Rouge 
Mr.and  Mrs.  Lewis  Love,  Ruston 
Roy  O.  and  Vinita  Martin,  Alexandria 
Dr.and  Mrs. John  E. Maxwell,  D, 

Ru  s  to  n 

Mr.and  Mrs.  Wallace  May  ton.  Baton 
Rouge 

Mr.and  Mrs. J. A. McDaniel, Tallulah 
Bucky  and  Joy  McElroy,  Monroe 
Mr.and  Mrs. Lucius  D. McGehee,  Sr., 
Ru  s  to  n 

Dr.and  Mrs. Douglas  L. McGuire, 

Ru  s  to  n 

Mr.and  Mrs.  William  A.  Medlock, 
Monroe 

Frank  and  Faye  Miller,  Rusto  n 
F.  D.  and  Sue  R.  Molsberry,  Rayville 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Roy  B.  Moore,  Bastro  p 
Mr.and  Mrs.  Kennedy  L. Morelock, 
Haynesville 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  G.  Morgan, 
Monroe 

Mt.  Mariah  Adult  Sunday  School 
Qass,  Arcadia 
Mt.  Mariah  UMC,  Arcadia 
Nelia  T.  Myrhaugen,  Lafayette 
L  D.  “Buddy”  Nap  per,  Ruston 
Bob  and  Linda  Nash, Pineville 
Ed  and  Ann  Panichas,  Baton  Rouge 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aylon  T.  Pate, 

Jonesboro 

Ollie  Cole  Payne,  DeRidder 
Dr.and  Mrs.  William  D.  Peeples, 
Shreve  po  rt 

Pat  and  Doyle  Pickett, Shreveport 
Mr.and  Mrs. Joseph  C.Piro, 
Ridgeland 

Mr.and  Mrs.  John  T. Porter, 

Shrevepo  rt 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles, 
Quitman 

Judy  Rausch  and  John  Stephens, 

Sh  re  ve  po  rt 

Dr.  Michael  D.  Reeves,  Baton  Rouge 
Steve  and  Marge  Richters,  Monroe 
No rine  Z.  Rishell, Monroe 
Jean  B.  Rockhold,  Jonesboro 
Bill  and  Betty  Rowell,  Kenner 
Keith  and  Shaundra  Rushing, 
Monroe 

Ruston  Lions  Club, Ruston 


Paul  and  Linda  Sabin,  Ellicott  City 
Elouise  Sanders,  Arcadia 
Roy  and  Kat  hy  Schubert, Ruston 
Ray  and  Melba  Scurlock,  Sh reve port 
Raymond  and  Betty  Shaw, Lafayette 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ron  Shem  well,  Monroe 
Elwood  and  Sharon  Shepherd, 
Gibsland 

Charlie  and  Nell  Sherrod, Monroe 

Mickey  and  Gay  Shirley,  Shreveport 

Sara  L.  Simmonds,  Alexandria 

Bonita  V.  Si  monton.  Ho  us  to  n 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tim  Smith,  Choudrant 

Connie  Smith, Ruston 

Dorothy  M.“Bit”  Smith,  Sicily  Island 

Mrs. Lorraine  Sparks, Monroe 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Larry  Stafford,  Monroe 

Leland  and  Julia  Stanford, 

Jonesboro 

Corre  A.  Stegall,  Ruston 
Skip  and  Denise  Stinson,  Marion 
Fred  and  Pat  Stumpf, Sulphur 
Lee  and  Fred  Sutton, Ruston 
Mr.and  Mrs.  Rick  Sutton,  Ruston 
James  and  Evelyn  Tarver, Ruston 
Marcella  W. Tatum, Rayville 
Byrum  and  Jan  Teekell, Shreveport 
Elsie  B.Terral,Lake  Providence 
The  Teekell  Company, Inc., 

Shreve  port 

Angela  L. Thomas, Ruston 
Union  United  Methodist  Church, 
Rayville 

Ben  and  Betty  Vaughan, Shreve  port 
Dr.and  Mrs.  Kirby  A.  Vining,  Rusto  n 
Neal  and  Anita  Walpole, Ruston 
Wedding  Ring  Class,  Zachary  UMC, 
Zachary 

Dr.and  Mrs. William  E. Weldon, 

Baton  Rouge 

Rick  and  Robbie  Wheat,  Ruston 
Docia  Ke  nt  Whipple,  Baton  Rouge 
Paul  and  Joanne  White,  Boyce 
Nan  T.  Wi  bke  r,  Shreve  port 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  B.Wideman, 

Ru  s  to  n 

Bob  and  Kaye  Wiley,  Leesville 
Bill  and  Judy  Willis,  Amite 
Joe  Wilson,  Jena 
Mr.and  Mrs. Marcus  Wren, Jr., 
Minden 

Sara  W.  Younger,  Monroe 
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SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 


First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Many  organized  to  help  people  fleeing 
Hurricane  Lili  this  fall.  Members  Becky  Lafitte  and  Kay  Chevallier,  standing,  are 
shown  with  a  Westlake  family  that  fled  the  hurricane.  Housed  in  the  safety  of  the 
Family  Life  Center,  Gerald  Gauthier  and  his  wife,  Lenette,  right,  are  shown  playing 
a  game  with  their  daughter,  Paige,  1 0. 


Les  Crowson,  right,  Chairman  of  the  Administrative  Board  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Many,  is  shown  visiting  with  evacuee  Guy  Marcel  Mbira,  a 
Lake  Charles  school  teacher  who  fled  the  hurricane  with  his  wife  and  two  chil¬ 
dren. 


Kitchen  Crew:  Ready  to  serve  evacuees  at  the  Family  Life  Center  were  from  left, 
Susan  Crowson,  Rennie  Clifton,  the  Rev.  Mark  Bray,  Bo  Chevallier,  Oiann  Migliore 
and  I.D.  Bostian. 


Media  workshop  set  for  Feb.  22 


A  “Media  In  Worship”  workshop  will 
be  held  Feb.  22  at  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport,  featur¬ 
ing  media  ministry  experts  Len  Wilson 
and  Jason  Moore. 

The  workshop  will  focus  on  the  week¬ 
ly  challenge  facing  congregations  of 
coming  up  with  something  new,  creative 
and  fresh  to  use  with  their  media  sys¬ 
tems  during  contemporary  worship. 

Wilson  and  Moore  will  draw  from 
their  experiences  in  working  with  local 


church  media  ministries  around  the 
country,  using  their  book/ DVD  “Digital 
Storytellers:  the  Art  of  Communicating 
the  Gospel"  as  a  talking  point. 

The  workshop  is  from  8:30  a.m.-4 
p.m.,  with  a  break  for  lunch  on  your 
own.  Cost  for  the  workshop  is  $89  per 
person,  with  a  discounted  rate  of  $69  for 
additional  attendees  from  the  same 
church.  For  registration  information, 
contact  Lois  Lassetter,  Broadmoor  UMC, 
at  (318)  861-0586. 


United  Methodist  Women  from  Noel  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  made  and  sent 
scarves  to  workers  at  the  Chitora  Clinic  in  Zimbabwe,  Africa. The  workers,  who  are  not 
paid,  care  for  children  whose  parents  have  died  from  AIDS. “The  scarves  are  just  a  small 
gift,  but  are  sent  with  lots  of  love  for  those  who  care  for  the  children  of  Africa,"  said 
Fane  Peeples. 


Shreveport  District 
Laity  Banquet/District  Conference 

Sunday,  Feb.  23, 2003 
First  UMC,  Shreveport 
5:30  p.m. 

Tickets  are  $10  each. 

Also,  a  love  offering  for  the  Daughenbaugh- 
Matheny  Scholarship  Fund  will  be  taken. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  Shreveport 
District  Communication  Advisor: 

Ginger  Rogers 
5722  Grover  PI. 

Shreveport,  LA  71 105 
\Togers@citistreetonline.com 
(318) 212-8924 
(318)  861-6024 
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Members  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Homer  and  Athens  UMC  recently 
traveled  to  Juarez  Mexico  to  participate  in  Proyecto  Abrigo,  or  "Project  Shelter." 
The  group  built  cinder  block  homes  for  two  Mexican  families,  above. 


Mission  team  travels  to  Mexico 
to  participate  in  'Project  Shelter' 


Eighteen  members  from  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Homer, 
Wesley  Chapel  of  Homer,  and  Athens 
United  Methodist  Church  traveled  to 
Juarez,  Mexico  on  October  19-25, 2002 
to  participate  in  Proyecto  Abrigo 
“Project  Shelter".  The  purpose  of  this 
mission  was  to  build  cinder  block 
houses  for  two  Mexican  families. 

Two  teams  began  work  early 
Monday  morning  mixing  cement, 
mortar  and  building  walls.  Work  con¬ 
tinued  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
pouring  cement  floors  and  laying  tar 
paper  roofs. 

All  work  was  done  by  hand  except 
for  the  use  of  two  skill  saws  provided 
by  team  members. 

Team  members  experienced  the 
true  meaning  of  what  it  means  to  be 


the  Body  of  Christ  in  a  praise  service 
led  by  the  project’s  director,  Jose  Luis 
Portillo.  Upon  completion  each 
house  was  dedicated  to  the  glory  of 
God  through  the  celebration  of  Holy 
Communion. 

The  eighteen  members  included 
Bro.  David  Dietzel  from  First  United 
Methodist  Church  and  Wesley  Chapel; 
Bettye  Barnette,  Fran  Calhoun,  Jon 
Crumpler,  Billy  Frye,  Blake  Hemphill, 
Charlene  Killgore,  Robert  Sanders, 
and  Penney  Talley  from  First  United 
Methodist  Church;  Margaret  Clark, 
Gary  Denton,  Margaret  Denton,  Ryan 
Harmon,  Buddy  Pixley,  Christy  Ratliff 
and  Hennie  Weiland  from  Wesley 
Chapel;  and  Laura  Jones  and  Linda 
Volentine  from  Athens  United 
Methodist  Church. 


On  Saturday,  December  7,  Ruston  District  Superintendent,  Rev. Terry  and  Judy  Willis 
held  a  Christmas  Open  House  for  the  Ruston  District  ministers  in  their  lovely  home  in 
Homer.  Everyone  enjoyed  delicious  food  and  wonderful  fellowship  during  the  Open 
House.  Also  sharing  in  the  Christmas  festivities  were  Bishop  William  Hutchinson  and 
wife,  Kay.  Pictured  are:  Bishop  William  Hutchinson,  Kay  Hutchinson,  Judy  Willis,  (Penny 
Willis),  Rev. Terry  Willis,  Dessie  Pyles,  and  Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles  (retired  Ruston  District 
Superintendent). 


Dubach  United  Methodist  Church  has  a  women's  ministry  group  called  "Women  of 
Light." They  meet  one  night  each  month  for  a  meal,  fellowship,  and  discussion  on  min¬ 
istry  opportunities. Their  fundraising  efforts  have  provided  a  new  computer  for  the 
church  office.  Ministry  outside  the  walls  of  the  church  has  included  the  collection  of 
toys  and  food  at  Christmas  for  two  single-parent  families,  and  the  sending  of  "care  pack¬ 
ages"  to  a  young  soldier  and  his  buddies  stationed  in  Afghanistan. The  group  leader  is 
JoAnn  Hartwell,  whose  husband  David  is  the  new  lay  leader  at  Dubach  UMC.  Pictured 
here  are  "Women  of  Light"  members  Vicki  Nobles,  Melissa  Hartwell  and  Katherine 
Foster,  with  husband  Trey  Foster,  during  a  children's  activity  at  the  church. 


DMT  offers  Youth  Ministry  workshop 


The  Ruston  District  Ministry  Team  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  spon¬ 
soring  the  first  in  a  series  ofYouth 
Ministry  Workshops  to  equip  and 
empower  adult  leaders  of  youth.  The 
Workshop  will  be  held  on  Saturday, 
February  1, 2003  from  9  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  at 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church,  3401 
North  Trenton,  (Hwy.  167  North)  in 
Ruston.  The  workshop  is  open  to  every¬ 
one,  especially  pastors,  youth  ministers, 


adult  youth  volunteers  and  mature 
youth. 

Call  the  Ruston  District  United 
Methodist  Church  office  at  318-251-2690 
to  register  for  this  opportunity  for  your 
church  youth  ministry.  Registration  fee 
is  $10. 

For  additional  information,  please 
contact  Renee  Evans  at  the  Ruston 
District  United  Methodist  Church  office 
at  318-251-2690. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  Ruston  District  Communication  Advisor: 


I  .aura  Jones 

2019  Airport  Loop,  Homer,  LA  71040 
lmjones@bayou.com  (318)  257-4659 
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Bishops  request  meeting  with 


(UMNS)  -  A  group  of  46  religious 
leaders,  including  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson  of  Louisiana,  has  asked 
President  Bush  for  a  face-to-face 
meeting  on  Iraq. 

In  a  Ian.  30  letter  to  the  White 
House,  the  leaders  of  1 1  denomina¬ 
tions  and  four  religious  organizations 
told  President  Bush  they  want  to 


“bring  to  you  the  insights  and  per¬ 
spective  of  one  of  the  largest  segments 
of  the  Christian  community  of  our 
country”  regarding  any  military  action 
against  Iraq.  The  president  is  a  United 
Methodist. 

"Because  you  are  weighing  the 
prospect  of  war  on  Iraq  and  all  the  ter¬ 
rible  consequences  that  war  involves, 


Bush  over  Iraq 

you  will  have  faced  firsthand  the  truth 
that  war  is  not  only  -  or  even  primari¬ 
ly-  a  military  matter,”  the  letter  said. 
“It  is  a  moral  and  ethical  matter  of  the 
highest  order,  one  that  we  have  made 
a  priority  for  many  months  as  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  war  has  loomed  on  our 

See  Bishops,  page  8 


Window  on  the  future 

Iraqi  children  peer  from  a  classroom  window  in  Baghdad.  A  delegation  of  religious  leaders  visited  Iraq  Dec.  29-Jan.  3  to  assess 
the  effects  of  more  than  a  decade  of  sanctions  against  Iraq  and  to  connect  with  Christians  in  that  country. The  delegation  was 
led  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Edgar,  a  United  Methodist  pastor  and  chief  executive  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  a  umns  photo. 


Volunteers  needed  for  continuing  hurricane  recovery 


Hurricane  Lili  and  Tropical  Storm 
Isadore  caused  massive  damage 
throughout  South  Louisiana.  Almost 
200,000  requests  for  assistance  have 
been  received  by  FEMA. 

The  United  Methodist  Disaster 
Recovery  office  located  in  Lafayette  is 
requesting  individual  volunteers,  volun¬ 
teer  teams  and  VIM  groups  to  join  us  in 
assisting  the  victims  of  this  major  disaster. 

Our  primary  need  is  construction 
teams  familiar  with  water  and  wind 
damage  repair.  Volunteers  will  be  work¬ 
ing  with  roofing  materials,  sheetrock, 
flooring,  painting  and  other  similar  con¬ 
struction  materials.  Team  housing  has 


been  established  in  the  Lafayette, 
Abbeville,  New  Iberia,  Baldwin,  Houma 
and  Dulac  areas. 

These  facilities  have  accommoda¬ 
tions  for  showers,  cooking  and  sleeping. 
Most  of  these  facilities  ask  a  small  fee 
(usually  $5  per  person  per  night)  to  help 
with  utilities,  repairs,  etc. 

We  are  asking  that  teams  arrive  self- 
sufficient.  In  other  words,  bring  a  cook 
with  you  or  make  arrangements  to  feed 
your  group.  Remember  that  Cajun 
Country  has  some  of  the  best  food  in  the 
world  so  be  sure  to  try  it.  Also,  some  of 
our  team  members  MAY  be  persuaded 
to  cook  a  jambalaya  or  gumbo  one 


evening  for  you.  We  are  also  asking  that 
teams  try  to  raise  $1000-$1500  to  help 
with  the  cost  of  construction  materials. 
Checks  should  be  written  to  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Disaster  Recovery. 
Your  group  may  also  wish  to  explore  the 
rich  heritage  of  the  Cajun  people  by  tak¬ 
ing  a  day  trip  to  any  of  our  local  attrac¬ 
tions.  You  can  visit  places  like  the 
Acadian  Cultural  Center,  Vermillionville, 
and  the  Tabasco  factory  at  Avery  Island. 
Please  come  and  worship,  work,  and  fel¬ 
lowship  with  us.  Most  of  all,  please 
remember  us  in  your  prayers.  Monetary 

See  Disaster,  page  3 
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House  to  offer  space  for  ecumenical  community  center  for  Beauregard  parish 


The  future  W.  D.  West  House  of  Care,  a  community  center  for  Beauregard  parish  will 
offer  a  facility  for  providing  space  to  congregations  and  other  non-profit  Christian  min¬ 
istries  that  meet  human  needs  in  the  area.  Pictured  are:  Helen  Johnson,  laywoman  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of  DeRidder  and  civic  leader  of  DeRidder;  Rev.  Louis  Guy, 
pastor  of  the  New  Hope  C.  M.  E.  Church  of  DeRidder  and  the  Executive  Director  of 
Second  Chance  Community  Outreach,  a  drug  addiction  intervention  ministry;  Rev.  Jon  E. 
Tellifero,  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  DeRidder  and  DeRidder  Mayor 
Gerald  Johnson,  also  a  leading  layman  of  First  Baptist  Church  of  DeRidder.  Photo  courtesy 

of  Cherlene  Cooper, The  Beauregard  Daily  News. 


When  different  denominations  pull 
together  for  a  common  cause,  miracles 
happen.  One  such  miracle  can  be  seen 
in  DeRidder,  La.  in  the  form  of  the  future 
W.  D.  West  House  of  Care,  a  community 
center  for  Beauregard  parish. 

The  vision  and  purpose  for  the  pro¬ 
posed  facility  is  to  provide  space  to  con¬ 
gregations  and  other  non-profit 
Christian  ministries  that  meet  human 
needs,  such  as  serving  the  hungry;  pro¬ 
viding  food,  clothing  and  shelter;  offer¬ 
ing  assistance  with  addiction  prevention 
and  intervention;  and  related  ministries. 
Free  ccess  to  the  facility  would  be  given 
to  appropriate  organizations  providing 
these  services  to  the  community. 

The  story  of  the  W.  D.  West  House 
began  when  Maude  West,  a  well-known 
civic  leader  in  DeRidder,  passed  away  at 
the  age  of  96.  She,  along  with  her 
deceased  husband  W.  D„  had  lived  a  life 
centered  around  faith,  community  and 
family.  As  founders  of  the  successful 
West  Brothers  Department  Stores,  the 
philanthropic  couple  was  able  to  help 
their  own  church,  First  Baptist  Church  of 
DeRidder,  reach  significant  ministry 
goals. 

They  were  equally  generous  to  the 
community,  helping  to  establish  the 
Baptist  hospital,  now  known  as 
Beauregard  Memorial  Hospital. 

After  Maude  West’s  memorial  service, 
Rev.  Jon  E.  Tellifero  of  First  UMC, 
DeRidder  spoke  to  June  West  Brandt  and 
Glen  West,  Sr.,  surviving  children  of  Mrs. 
West  about  the  future  of  the  West  estate. 
Rev.  Tellifero  said,  "I  suspect  that  you 
plan  to  sell  your  folks  estate.  If  someone 
offers  you  $300,000  cash,  take  it,  smile  as 
you  go  to  the  bank  and  say,  ‘Thank  you, 
Lord!’  But  if  it  does  not  sell  in  the  next 
two  years,  I  have  a  dream.” 

Two  years  passed,  and  there  was  no 
offer  to  purchase  the  property. 

In  the  summer  of  2002,  Tellifero 
approached  Mrs.  Brandt  about  his  idea 
of  her  parent’s  estate  becoming  a  center 
for  social  ministry  to  the  people  of 
Beauregard  and  Vernon  parishes.  Her 
immediate  response  was,  “I  love  the 
idea!  And  I’ll  give  my  half  of  the  estate 


for  the  project.” 

As  the  project  began  to  take  shape, 
Tellifero  met  with  Father  Daniel  Torres  of 
St.  Joseph’s  Roman  Catholic  Church.  The 
two  men  began  to  pray  about  what  God 
might  do  through  this  opportunity. 

Soon,  Dr.  Whit  Holmes,  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church  of  DeRidder,  met  with 
them  and  pledged  his  congregation’s 
support. 

A  local  banker,  Glen  Bertrand,  worked 
with  the  enthusiastic  group  on  develop¬ 
ing  a  financial  strategy.  Over  the  next 
several  weeks,  Tellifero  began  visiting 
members  of  the  community,  sharing  the 
group’s  dream  and  asking  for  financial 
assistance. 

As  of  this  month,  more  than  $1,800  in 
monthly  giving  has  been  pledged  toward 
the  realization  of  this  project.  Funds 
have  been  raised  to  purchase  the  prop¬ 
erty  and  a  significant  portion  of  the  nec¬ 
essary  operational  funds  are  in  hand. 

The  ecumenical  diversity  of  the  pro¬ 
ject’s  core  group  of  volunteers  grows 
daily.  Randy  Brown,  a  member  of  First 
Pentecostal,  has  offered  his  services  as 
an  accountant. 

Kerry  Anderson,  a  local  attorney  and 
member  of  Grace  Charismatic  Church, 
volunteered  his  legal  services  when  he 
found  out  about  the  project. 

Mitch  Launey,  a  licensed  electrician 
and  member  of  First  UMC,  agreed  to 
give  his  time  toward  re-wiring  the  build¬ 
ing  and  meeting  code. 

Bob  Allen,  also  with  First  United 
Methodist,  agreed  to  work  on  plans  for  a 
circle  drive  in  the  back  section  of  the 
property. 

La.  State  Representive  Kay  lies  and 
Mayor  Gerald  Johnson  are  also  involved, 
and  are  enthused  about  the  possibilities 
in  this,  DeRidder’s  centennial  year. 

There  are  four  care  ministries  consid¬ 
ering  operating  out  of  the  center.  God’s 
Food  Box,  a  food  pantry  provided  by  the 
ministerial  alliance;  St.  Vincent- DePaul 
Thrift  Store,  a  ministry  of  St.  Joseph’s 
Catholic  Church;  Crisis  Pregnancy 
Center,  a  coalition  partnership;  and 
Second  Chance  Community  Outreach,  a 
drug  intervention  program  provided  by 


New  Hope  C.  M.  E. 

“This  is  only  the  beginning,”  said 
Tellifero.  “The  ecumenical  efforts  put 
forth  here  bode  for  a  bright  future  of  car¬ 
ing  for  people  in  our  community,  regard¬ 
less  of  denomination.  We  intend  to  help 
the  “least  of  these.” 

He  added  that  this  project  ties  in  per¬ 
fectly  with  the  aims  and  purposes  of  the 
Bishop’s  Initiative  on  Children  and 
Poverty  in  Louisiana. 

“There  are  many  communities  and 


congregations  that  have  made  signifi¬ 
cant  strides  at  addressing  poverty  and 
how  it  affects  our  children.  DeRidder  is 
proud  to  be  a  part  of  the  solution,”  said 
Tellifero. 

The  steering  committee  hopes  that 
the  financial  package  and  the  incorpora¬ 
tion  can  be  in  place  by  April  so  that  work 
can  begin  on  needed  renovations.  “Right 
now,  we  really  need  the  help  of  an  archi¬ 
tect  to  help  us  map  out  the  improve¬ 
ments,”  said  Tellifero. 


Important  Dates  Concerning 

the 

2003  Annual  Conference 

March  24 

Registration  information  for  housing,  meals  and  child  care  are 
mailed. 

April  1 

Forms  for  housing  and  meal  registration  are  accepted. 

April  30 

Pre-conference  report  available  on  Conference  website 
(www.la-umc.org) 

Pre-conference  trainings,  by  District: 

May  4 

Alexandria,  2:30-4  p.m.,  Newman  UMC  in  Alexandria 

Acadiana,  5:30-7  p.m.,  First  UMC  in  Lafayette 

North  Shore,  3-4:30  p.m.,  First  UMC  in  Hammond 

New  Orleans,  6-7:30  p.m.,  place  TBA 

May  5 

Acadiana,  6:30-8  p.m.,  Pharr  Chapel  in  Morgan  City 

May  6 

Baton  Rouge,  6-7:30  p.m.,  place  TBA 

May  18 

Lake  Charles,  2:30-4  p.m.,  University  UMC  in  Lake  Charles 

Monroe,  2-4  p.m,  place  TBA 

Ruston,  5-6:30  p.m.,  Grace  UMC  in  Ruston 

May  19 

Shreveport,  6:30-8  p.m.,  place  TBA 
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Bishops  strive  to  be  'in  community' 
with  poor,  rather  than  simply  giving 


By  Alice  Smith 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)  -  When  United 
Methodist  bishops  adopted  their 
Initiative  on  Children  and  Poverty  in 
1996,  the  goal  of  reshaping  the  mostly 
middle-class  U.S.  church  in  response  to 
children  and  the  poor  was  a  daunting 
one  that  proved  unattainable  over  the 
short  haul. 

Four  years  later,  the  bishops  realized 
they  had  made  some  progress.  They  had 
raised  the  consciousness  of  United 
Methodists,  and  churches  had  estab¬ 
lished  ministries  to  children,  mostly 
those  already  in  their  congregations. 

Building  on  what  had  been  accom¬ 
plished,  the  bishops  decided  to  extend 
the  initiative  another  four  years  and 
focus  primarily  on  developing  relation¬ 
ships  with  the  poor  -  being  in  communi¬ 
ty  with  them  rather  than  viewing  them 
as  objects  of  charity. 

“What  we  felt  we  needed  to  do  was 
invite  the  church  to  be  more  aware  of 
the  ‘least  of  these’  who  live  among  us 
and  to  focus  this  time  on  the  poor,  espe¬ 
cially  community  with  the  poor,”  said 
Bishop  Ann  Sherer  of  the  church’s 
Missouri  Area,  chairperson  of  the 
Bishops’  Initiative  on  Children  and 
Poverty  Task  Force. 

“We’re  good  at  ministries  of  compas¬ 
sion,  such  as  clothing  closets  and  food 
pantries,”  she  continued.  “What  is  hard¬ 
er  for  us  is  to  look  at  systems  that  cause 
poverty,  locally  and  globally,  and  begin 
to  struggle  together  about  what  we  need 
to  do  to  create  more  opportunities  for 
equity  and  justice  and  help  people  move 
into  a  more  sustainable  lifestyle.” 

The  bishops’  new  document, 
“Community  With  Children  and  the 
Poor  -  A  Guide  for  Congregational 
Study,”  was  introduced  at  a  training  ses¬ 
sion  Jan.  16-19  in  Atlanta.  The  meeting 
brought  together  more  than  100  people, 
including  regional  coordinators  of  the 
initiative. 

A  plenary  session  was  planned 
around  each  of  the  six  chapters  in  the 
document,  including  one  on  the  state  of 
poor  children  in  the  United  States  and 
the  globalization  of  the  economy,  which 
has  worsened  the  situation  for  poor  peo¬ 
ple  and  decimated  the  struggling 
economies  of  developing  countries. 

Two  United  Methodist  bishops  from 
overseas  -  retired  Bishop  Daniel  Arichea 
of  the  Philippines,  who  teaches  at  Duke 
Divinity  School  in  Durham,  N.C.,  and 
Bishop  Nkulu  Ntanda  Ntambo  of  the 
North  Katanga  Area,  Democratic 
Republic  of  the  Congo,  pulled  no  punch¬ 
es  in  comparing  the  situations  in  their 
countries  with  the  affluence  of  the 
United  States. 

Quoting  Jesus,  who  said  much  is 
required  from  those  who  have  much, 
Arichea  said,  “I  don’t  want  you  to  feel 
guilty,  but  I  think  it’s  good  if  you  do.  God 
have  mercy  on  you,  in  terms  of  judg¬ 
ment,  because  you  do  have  much." 

He  told  how  grants  from  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
have  helped  educate  seminarians  in  the 
Philippines,  where  $1,000  will  pay  for  a 
year’s  schooling.  The  grant  amount  was 
cut  first  to  $15,000,  then  to  $7,500,  and 


"Community  With  Children  and  the  Poor  - 
A  Guide  for  Congregational  Study,"  was 
introduced  Jan.  16-19  in  Atlanta. 


next  year  it  will  be  zero,  as  income  from 
board  investments  has  declined.  Yet,  he 
pointed  out,  the  cost  to  attend  seminary 
at  Duke  is  $22,000  a  year. 

One  project  worthy  of  wider  church 
support,  he  said,  is  MODE  (Medical, 
Optical,  Dental,  Evangelism),  whereby 
teams  go  into  remote  villages  to  provide 
holistic  ministry.  “The  greatest  needs  in 
the  villages  are  the  needs  of  the  children. 
It’s  the  children  who  are  suffering  when 
poverty  is  there,”  he  said. 

Another  way  the  church  can  help  is 
by  providing  small  loans  to  start  busi¬ 
nesses  or  cooperatives,  he  said,  noting 
that  a  $30,000  grant  from  the  Women’s 
Division  “went  a  long  way  and  helped  a 
lot  of  people.” 

Likewise,  Ntambo  detailed  the  dire 
situation  in  the  Congo,  which  is 
extremely  poor  although  the  country  is 
rich  in  resources.  People  live  on  one 
meal  a  day,  or  sometimes  one  meal  in 
two  days,  he  said,  whereas  Americans 
have  four  meals  a  day  -  breakfast,  lunch, 
dinner  and  a  bedtime  snack. 

The  lifestyle  Americans  take  for 
granted  -  electricity  by  flipping  a  switch, 
ease  of  transportation,  clean  water, 
access  to  education  —  is  nonexistent  in 
his  country,  where  even  small  items 
such  as  salt  and  soap  are  scarce. 

“When  people  get  sick,  the  only  way 
of  healing  is  prayer,  for  most  people  can 
work  two  to  three  days  to  buy  aspirin," 
he  said.  “In  America  every  cat  and  dog 
has  its  own  clinic  and  dispensary.” 

He  listed  a  number  of  factors  that 
have  created  the  Congo’s  situation  - 
African  traditionalism  which  keeps  men 
and  women  in  separate  roles;  the  large 
number  of  children  born  to  a  family; 
tribalism;  belief  in  sorcery  and  witch¬ 
craft;  disease;  war;  corrupt  leadership; 
the  country’s  debt  load;  and  colonialism 
that  resulted  in  the  massive  pillaging  of 
resources. 

“Africa  is  humiliated,  insulted, 
accused,”  he  said.  “Let  the  church  speak 
out  against  injustice  in  the  world  and  in 
the  church.  We  need  Jesus’  system  and 
method  which  are  love,  justice  and  peace.” 


Centenary  Choir  to  perform  in  Africa 


The  Centenary  College  Choir  has 
been  invited  to  perform  in  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  Brazil  adding  not  only  a  new 
country  but  also  a  new  continent  to 
its  growing  list  of  nations  and  conti¬ 
nents  visited.  To  fulfill  this  and  other 
invitations,  the  choir  will  make  a  two 
continent  tour  to  Africa  and  South 
America,  May  10-24  of  this  year. 

This  invitation  came  from  the  resi¬ 
dent  Methodist  Bishop  in  Brazil, 
Bishop  Paulo  Tarso  de  Oliveira 
Lockmann  for  the  choir  to  perform  at 
Instituto  Metodista  Bennett  in  Rio  de 
Janeiro.  This  is  the  university  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Brazil  and  a  sister  school  to 
Centenary  College. 

The  choir  begins  its  tour  in 
Manaus,  Brazil  and  goes  on  the  Rio 
de  Janeiro  from  there.  The  group  will 


then  travel  to  Johannesburg,  where 
they  will  perform  in  concert  at 
Northfield  Methodist  Church,  one  of 
the  largest  Methodist  churches  in 
South  Africa.  The  choir  will  also  enjoy 
three  days  in  Pilanesburg  National 
Park  photographing  the  “big  five" 
dangerous  animals  of  Africa. 

The  group’s  finals  concert,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Methodist  churches  of 
South  Africa,  will  be  performed  in  the 
City  Hall  of  Cape  Town.  This  tour 
marks  the  Centenary  College  Choir’s 
second  visit  to  the  region,  having  per¬ 
formed  there  in  May  1999. 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  trip,  the 
choir  will  have  performed  in  32 
nations  on  six  continents.  Twenty- 
nine  of  these  performances  have 
been  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Will  K. 
Andress. 


Disaster,  from  page 1 


donations  can  be  made  through  the 
UMCOR  Hotline  at  (800)  554-8583. 
Please  indicate  that  the  donations  are 
for  Hurricanes  2002,  Advance 
#901 185-6.  A  list  of  in-kind  construc¬ 
tion  materials  can  be  obtained  from 
our  office. 

God  Bless  You, 


La.  United  Methodist  Conference 
Disaster  Relief  Task  Force 

For  more  information  contact: 
Tony  Fontenot,  Volunteer  Coordinator 
Office  (337)  234- 1 177  Toll  Free  (866) 
870-1449  Fax  (337)  234-4437;  e-mail: 
ladrt@bellsouth.net;  703  I^ee  Avenue, 
Lafayette,  LA  70501. 


Efficient,  Courteous  Care 


m  Methodist  Ambulatory 
Surgery  Center 

Continuing  a  tradition  of  high  quality,  outpatient  surgery  services. 

5630  Read  Boulevard  •  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  •  (504)  244-5000  •  www.pmmh.org 


“Our  ophthalmology  practice  was  established  by  our 
father.  He  performed  all  of  his  surgeries  at  Methodist 
Ambulatory  Surgery  Center  and  we  continue  that 
tradition.  Our  patients  rely  upon  the  efficient,  courteous 
care  they  receive  there.” 

Marilu  O’Byrne,  MD  and  Alvaro  O’Byrne,  MD 
O’ Byrne  Eye  Clinic 
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Marilu  OBynte,  MO 
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The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  will  be  recognized  as  a  member  of  the  2002 
Pendleton  Society  by  Methodist  Hospital  in  New  Orleans  in  honor  of  the  financial 
support  rendered  by  the  conference  to  the  medical  institution. 

An  engraved  leaf  on  the  Tree  of  Life,  located  in  the  main  hospital  lobby,  will  read, 
"United  Methodist  Church  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  2002. "The  Tree  of  Life 
recognizes  donors  that  contribute  $1,000  or  more  during  a  calendar  year  to  the 
Methodist  Health  System. 


Youth  Force  ministry  established 


Youth  Force,  an  outreach  ministry  for 
youth,  has  established  a  satellite  office 
out  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
West  Monroe.  Through  Youth  Force,  a 
summer  mission  project  will  be  offered 
July  6-11,  providing  service  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  youth  and  benefitting  those  in 
need  in  the  West  Monroe  area. 

Over  100  youth  will  form  “God 
Squad”  teams,  consisting  of  six  to  eight 
young  people  along  with  leaders,  to 
work  on  home-renovation  projects. 
Organizers  are  excited  about  this  unique 
opportunity  for  area  youth  to  have  an 
experience  similar  to  Mountain  Top 
within  the  borders  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference. 

Youth  Force  began  as  a  summer  mis¬ 
sion  project  for  three  Oklahoma  City 
churches  in  1987.  Sponsored  by  the 


Oklahoma  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  Volunteers  in 
Mission,  Youth  Force  has  grown  over  the 
years  to  include  four  different  sites 
around  Oklahoma. 

Youth  who  are  presently  in  the  eighth 
through  twelfth  grades,  with  one  adult 
leader  for  every  five  young  people,  may 
attend  the  July  session.  A  fee  of  $130  per 
participant  covers  all  lodging,  food,  t- 
shirt,  recreation  and  activities  for 
Sunday  evening  through  Friday  morn¬ 
ing. 

Groups  interested  in  participating  in 
Youth  Force  West  Monroe  2003  may  find 
out  more  information  by  contacting 
Tonya  Hamilton,  (318)  387-0511  or 
Tonya@fumcwm.org,  or  Donna  Luse, 
(318)  396-5914,  Luse@ulm.edu  or 
dwluse@yahoo.com. 


'Discerning  the  Call' set  for  March 


Discerning  the  Call  is  an  event  for 
persons  ages  16  and  older  interested  in 
exploring  ministry  in  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  The  gathering  will  be 
held  March  28-29  at  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. 

Participants  will  have  the  opportunity 
to  dialogue  with  our  Bishop  William 
Hutchinson,  District  Superintendents, 
and  other  leaders  in  our  Annual 
Conference.  Those  who  participate,  will 
be  introduced  to  the  offices  of  Deacon, 
Elder,  Local  Pastor,  Chaplaincy  and  find 
out  information  concerning  Professional 
Certification  in  the  areas  ofYouth 
Ministry,  Christian  Education,  Music 
Ministry,  Evangelism,  Spiritual 
Formation,  and  Retreat  Ministry. 

Space  is  limited,  so  respond  quickly. 
Please  complete  and  return  a  registra¬ 


tion  form  with  $25,  or  a  letter  stating 
your  need  for  a  scholarship  to:  Louisiana 
Conference  Center,  Attn:  Cathey 
Wimberley,  2350  Methodist  Parkway, 
Woodworth,  LA  71485. 

Please  make  checks  payable  to: 
Louisiana  Conference  Center.  The  regis¬ 
tration  fee  covers  lodging  and  meals. 

For  a  registration  form  or  more  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  this  event  or  profes¬ 
sional  ministry  in  general,  please  con¬ 
tact: 

Rev.  Danny  Gleason,  Chairperson  of 
Recruitment  &  Enlistment 

Moss  Bluff  United  Methodist  Church 
735  Sam  Houston  Jones  Parkway 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70611 
(337)  855-6241 
(337)  855-6249  FAX 
email-  dpgleason@att.net 


GBGM  to  cut  18  missionaries 


NEWYORK  (UMNS)  -  Eighteen 
full-time  missionaries  whose  con¬ 
tracts  expire  in  2003  will  not  be 
renewed  because  of  financial  short¬ 
falls  at  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

The  affected  missionaries,  along 
with  board  directors,  were  notified 
Jan.  24  about  the  reduction,  which 
had  been  expected  since  the  agency’s 
annual  meeting  in  October.  Edith 
Gleaves,  the  executive  in  charge  of 
the  board’s  mission  personnel  unit, 
told  United  Methodist  News  Service 
the  cuts  are  not  as  severe  as  original¬ 
ly  projected. 

Of  the  144  standard  support  mis¬ 
sionaries  whose  contracts  expire  this 
year,  93  will  be  reappointed.  The 
remaining  51  missionaries  include 
the  18  whose  contracts  will  not  be 
renewed,  as  well  as  15  who  are  retir¬ 
ing  and  18  who  have  asked  not  to  be 
reassigned.  Fourteen  of  those  leaving 
are  clergy. 

In  addition,  all  2003  contracts  will 
expire  July  1 ,  which  means  shortened 
terms  for  19  of  the  51  missionaries 
leaving  service.  Those  19  had  con¬ 
tracts  that  would  have  expired 
between  July  1  and  Dec.  31.  That 
number  includes  eight  of  the  retirees, 
three  of  the  people  leaving  voluntari¬ 
ly  and  eight  of  the  missionaries  not 
being  renewed. 

“The  shortening  of  terms  will  not 
affect  immediate  or  eventual  post¬ 
retirement  benefits,”  stated  the  Jan. 
24  letter  to  board  directors  from 
Bishop  Joel  Martinez,  president,  and 
the  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day,  chief  execu¬ 
tive.  “This  action  enables  the  reas¬ 
signment  of  some  missionaries 
whose  contracts  we  would  not  have 
been  able  to  renew  otherwise.” 

Each  region  of  the  world  was  con¬ 
sidered  as  the  cuts  were  made, 


according  to  Gleaves,  and  consulta¬ 
tions  were  made  with  mission  part¬ 
ners,  partner  churches  and  other 
areas  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

In  the  meantime,  a  freeze  on 
recruitment  of  mission  personnel  in 
any  category  is  in  effect  through 
2003.  “Our  relative  good  news  does 
not  alter  the  alarming  fact  that  we 
cannot  at  present  replace  the  retiring 
personnel,  persons  leaving  on  their 
own  or  some  140  other  mission 
assignees  whose  nonrenewable  con¬ 
tracts  will  be  up  this  year,”  the  letter 
to  directors  said. 

While  missionary  applications  are 
being  accepted  for  2004,  “a  lot  will  be 
determined  by  where  we  are  finan¬ 
cially,”  Gleaves  pointed  out.  “We  cer¬ 
tainly  need  more  financial  support 
(from  church  members).” 

The  denomination’s  mission 
agency  has  been  plagued  by  budget 
woes  for  the  past  few  years  because 
of  declining  income,  resulting  in  the 
reduction  of  both  program  funds  and 
personnel.  Since  December  2001,  94 
staff  positions  have  been  eliminated. 

In  2002,  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  had  2,151  people  serving  in 
various  mission  categories  within  74 
countries,  and  its  mission  personnel 
unit  had  a  budget  of  $27.2  million, 
the  largest  of  any  of  the  agency’s  pro¬ 
gram  areas.  For  2003,  that  budget  will 
drop  by  $7.5  million,  with  most  of  the 
cuts  coming  from  missionary  salaries. 

“Mission  personnel  costs  exceed 
$1  million  per  month,”  stated  an 
agency  document  called  “Mission 
Personnel  Policy  for  the  Year  2003.” 
“Much  of  the  salary  saving  will  be 
realized  by  appointing  no  new  short¬ 
term  missionaries  for  2003;  however, 
the  greater  salary  costs  accompany 
standard  support  missionaries.” 


Global  Gathering  IV  postponed 


Economic  factors  and  the  specter 
of  war  have  led  to  the  postponement 
of  Global  Gathering  IV,  a  celebration 
of  the  international  mission  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  sponsored 
by  its  mission  agency,  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  It  had 
been  scheduled  for  mid-April  in 
Birmingham,  Alabama. 

“World  events  have  changed  the 
fundamental  nature  of  what  we  pro¬ 
jected  for  Birmingham,”  said  Bishop 
Joel  N.  Martinez  of  San  Antonio, 
president  of  the  Board.  The  agency 
has  held  three  previous  Global 
Gatherings. 

“We  cannot  have  a  global  gather¬ 
ing  without  significant  international 
participation,”  the  bishop  said. 
Officials  of  the  mission  agency  said 
that  many  expected  international 
attendees  have  been  experiencing 
difficulty  obtaining  visas  for  entry 
into  the  United  States,  apparently  for 
reasons  growing  out  of  the 
September  11,  2001,  terrorist  attacks 
and  subsequent  tensions.  “Some  U.S. 


Embassies  are  not  even  accepting 
visa  applications,”  Bishop  Martinez 
stated. 

Domestic  and  world  economic 
factors  have  adversely  affected  regis¬ 
tration.  The  decision  to  postpone  the 
event  was  made  by  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  General  Board  on 
January  29. 

“We  are  very  sorry  that  we  are 
forced  to  make  this  decision,  and  at  a 
relatively  late  date,”  Bishop  Martinez 
said.  “A  great  many  people  have 
exerted  a  great  deal  of  creative  energy 
in  this  effort.  We  are  especially  grate¬ 
ful  for  the  hard  work  of  the  United 
Methodist  people  of  the  North 
Alabama  Conference,  and  we  share 
their  keen  disappointment.” 

Executives  of  the  Board  estimate 
that  this  action  will  result  in  savings 
of  more  than  $1  million  for  the  mis¬ 
sion  organization. 

The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  in  the  process  of  reim¬ 
bursing  fees  and  other  expenses 
incurred  by  registrants. 
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On  Feb.  1,  Jonesboro  United  Methodist  Church  hosted  a  workshop  called  "Experiencing 
Lent'.'  This  workshop  was  based  on  a  booklet  compiled  and  distributed  by  the 
Conference  a  few  years  ago.  Rev.  David  Carlton  and  District  Missioner  Rev.  Dick  Hooton 
were  the  leaders  for  the  workshop.  Unique  ideas  for  Ash  Wednesday,  Palm  Sunday,  Holy 
Week  and  Easter  Sunday  were  explored.  Among  those  were  "A  Service  of  Lenten 
Candles"  which  is  an  Advent  wreath  in  reverse.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  be  the  first  of 
several  seasonal  workshops  to  be  held  during  this  year.  Pictured  above,  Carlton  and 
Eloise  Cox  from  Nolley  United  Methodist  Church  in  Jena  lead  a  Lenten  Worship  work¬ 
shop.  Eight  churches  from  the  district  were  represented. 


Horseshoe  UMC  in  the'BibleZone' 


Wednesday  night  BibleZone  is  help¬ 
ing  Horseshoe  United  Methodist  Church 
children  learn  music  and  bible  stories. 
Shown  above  is  one  of  the  scenes  in  a 
recent  children’s  musical  (Adventures  in 
the  Wide,  Wide  West)  where  Bible  stories 
were  tied  together  in  a  fun  and  inspiring 
evening  of  entertainment. 

Horseshoe  Drive  UMC  has  recendy 
been  a  “sea  of  activity”  with  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  covered  driveway  and 
landscaping  projects  that  are  underway. 
Soon,  work  will  begin  on  updating  the 
sanctuary  with  new  carpet,  paint, 
improved  lighting  and  a  reconfigured 
raised  platform.  The  platform  changes 


will  improve  visibility  and  create  space 
for  dramas  and  various  musical  setups. 

The  congregation  continues  to  sup¬ 
port  the  conference  mission  program 
and  various  local  missions.  As  a  partner 
congregation  with  First  UMC  of 
Ekaterinburg,  Russia  our  support  was 
rewarded  with  a  wonderful  visit  from 
Rev.  Olga  Kotsuba.  Twelve  men  from 
Horseshoe  UMC  went  on  a  LAVIM  mis¬ 
sion  to  Mexico.  The  blessings  are  still 
being  lifted  up  as  plans  for  other  LAVIM 
projects  are  forming.  The  joy  of  worship 
and  the  excitement  of  discipleship  are 
some  of  the  experiences  being  celebrat¬ 
ed  at  Horseshoe  UMC. 


Workshop  celebrates  'what's  right' 


A  video  by  Dewitt  Jones,  photogra¬ 
pher  for  National  Geographic,  called 
"Celebrating  What’s  Right  in  the  World” 
was  shown  at  the  Alexandria  District 
Ministry  Team  retreat,  recently.  The 
theme  of  the  video  was  to  celebrate  the 
things  that  work  out,  or  victories,  rather 
than  focusing  on  failures,  or  the  things 
which  do  not  work.  Using  that  theme  as 
a  foundation,  the  DMT  is  going  to  cele¬ 
brate  what  is  right  in  church  ministries 
during  workshops  held  on  February  17 

Student  worship 

Not  only  does  The  Foundation  offer 
services  to  the  students  of  Natchitoches, 
we  also  love  to  spread  our  talents  to  con¬ 
gregations  around  the  state! 

Clean  Slate,  the  praise  band  at  The 
Foundation,  performs  for  engagements 
of  all  kinds:  concerts,  worship  services, 
revivals,  etc.  They  will  provide  their 
equipment  and  members  for  these  serv¬ 
ices. 

We  are  also  proud  to  recommend  our 
drama  team  to  provide  your  congrega¬ 
tion  with  skits,  songs  and  stories  to  illus- 


at  First  UMC  Alexandria,  March  3  at  First 
UMC  Natchitoches,  March  10  at 
LeCompte  UMC  and  March  17  at  Nolley 
UMC,  Jena.  Churches  in  the  district  are 
invited  to  share  their  successes  and  what 
they  have  done  well.  The  hope  is  for 
churches  to  get  ideas  for  ministry  from 
each  other,  to  be  the  "connectional” 
church  we  claim  to  be,  and  to  help  the 
District  Ministry  Team  get  to  know 
church  members  and  church  members 
to  know  the  DMT. 

leaders  available! 

trate  your  message.  They  will  travel  any¬ 
where  in  Louisiana,  South  Arkansas,  or 
East  Texas  courtesy  of  the  NEW  FOUN¬ 
DATION  TRAILER.  We  also  have  a  talent¬ 
ed,  spirit-filled  group  of  students  who 
would  just  love  to  bring  a  message  to 
your  congregation’s  Sunday  service  or 
special  gathering.  If  you  are  interested 
in  having  The  Foundation  perform  at 
your  church  or  Christian  event,  please 
call  band  leader  Mary  Dirks  or  drama 
team  leader  Hope  Gilmore  at  The 
Foundation(318)  352  2888. 


Foundation  planning  El  Salvador  mission 


In  May,  students  from  The 
Foundation  are  planning  to  go  on  a  mis¬ 
sion  trip  to  El  Salvador  to  assist  those 
affected  by  the  earthquake  from  last 
year.  The  cost  of  the  trip  will  be  raised 
during  the  upcoming  year  through 
fundraisers  and  donations.  Each  student 


will  need  approximately  $1,100  to  cover 
the  plane  trip,  food,  building  materials, 
and  other  expenses  while  there.  If  any¬ 
one  wishes  to  assist  in  deferring  the  cost 
of  this  trip,  please  call  The  Foundation  at 
(318)  352-2888  and  ask  to  speak  to 
intern  Clay  Williams. 


$100  PRIZE!!! 

The  NSU  Wesley-Westminster  Foundation  is  sponsoring  a 
student  art  contest. 

Art  MUST  be  central  to  Christianity.  All  art  must  be  original. 

Nothing  lewd,  crude,  or  nude.  One  entry  per  participant. 

Any  medium  accepted. 

DEADLINE:  Midnight,  March  7 

Submit  your  work  as  you  want  it  displayed  (provide  your  own  frame,  etc.) 
For  more  info  and  a  complete  set  of  rules,  call  (318)  352-2888,  ask  for 
Jordan.  The  foundation  is  located  at  520  College  Ave,  NSU,  Natchitoches, 
LA  between  Ink  Spot  and  Magee's. 

DISCLAIMER:  We  reserve  the  right  to  refuse  any  submission  at  our  discre¬ 
tion.  ALL  entries  become  property  of  the  Foundation. 


Disciple  study  continues  at  Avoyelles 


The  second  session  of  Disciple  Bible 
Study  has  begun  at  Avoyelles 
Correctional  Center.  The  New  Testament 
is  being  taught  on  a  rotating  basis  by  Dr. 
Roy  James,  Rev.  Bill  Youngblood,  Rev. 
Dick  Hooton  and  Rev.  James  Ray.  This 
team  of  ministers  is  the  first  in  Louisiana 
to  take  Disciple  into  prisons.  The  class 


has  10-11  regular  class  members  and 
meets  in  Grace  Chapel  each  week.  The 
building  of  Grace  Chapel  was  funded  by 
the  Interdenominational  Chapel  Fund 
which  is  used  to  build  chapels  in  pris¬ 
ons.  Churches  across  Louisiana  collect¬ 
ed  a  special  offering  for  this  fund  on 
February  2. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  Alexandria  District  Communication  Advisor: 

Miriam  Brown 

3200  Messina  Rd.Boyce,  LA  70748 
(318)  445-9035 
mjbrown9035@yahoo.com 
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A  Letter  from  the  Russia  Campaign 

February  2003 
Dear  Friends  in  Christ: 

Too  often  evangelism  and  education  in  contemporary  United  Methodism  are 
pitted  against  each  other  as  opposites,  when  in  reality  they  are  two  sides 
of  one  precious  coin.  Both  witness  and  nurture  are  critical  to  the 
church’s  creative  and  compassionate  involvement  in  the  world. 

Russia  United  Methodism,  under  the  sterling  leadership  of  Bishop  Ruediger 
Minor,  has  combined  evangelism  and  education.  The  rapid  growth  of  the 
church  in  the  past  ten  years  and  the  emergence  of  outstanding  pastors  and 
laity  are  truly  to  be  commended  and  celebrated.  Today  the  1 10  Russian 
churches  have  about  5,000  members  and  preparatory  members,  and  almost 
2,000  Sunday  school  students  of  all  ages.  Bishop  Minor  reports  that 
almost  all  of  our  churches  are  involved”  in  prison  ministries  and  with 
persons  suffering  from  addiction. 

Crucial  to  this  ministry  is  the  new  Russia  United  Methodist  Theological 
Seminary.  It  provides  the  critical  leadership  the  church  needs  to  face 
the  ever  changing  cultural  and  intellectual  challenges  that  pastors  and 
laity  face. 

I  am  pleased  to  announce  that  thanks  to  your  generosity,  the  campaign  to 
raise  $4  million  for  the  Russia  United  Methodist  Theological  Seminary  has 
now  passed  the  $2  million  mark.  A  new  facility,  which  will  house  the 
seminary  and  church  offices,  is  almost  ready  for  occupancy. 

What  is  missing,  however,  is  the  sustaining  endowment  that  will  ensure  the 
future  success  of  the  seminary.  Endowment  funds  are  needed  to  care  for 
the  facility  in  the  future,  to  provide  salaries  for  instructors,  to  buy 
books  for  the  library,  and  to  provide  scholarships  for  the  students. 

I  know  that  many  of  you  have  already  given — in  fact,  you  may  have  walked 
"a  second  mile”  with  your  generosity.  But  if  you  haven’t  given — or  if 
after  prayer  and  reflection  you  discover  you  can  give  some  more — I  invite 
you  to  send  a  gift  to  the: 

Russia  Seminary  Building  Fund 
Attention:  Peter  Siegfried 
Advance  No.  012173-8AN 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  New  York  10005 

Thanking  you  in  advance, 

Donald  E.  Messer 

Russia  Campaign  Executive  Coordinator 


Petition  submission  process  outlined 


Individuals  and  groups  wanting  to 
change  policies,  procedures  and  prac¬ 
tices  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
have  until  Nov.  29,  2003,  to  submit  peti¬ 
tions  to  the  General  Conference,  the 
denomination’s  top  lawmaking  body. 

The  church’s  general  agencies  must 
submit  their  reports  for  General 
Conference  by  Aug.  1  and  their  petitions 
by  Oct.  1.  The  next  meeting  of  the 
General  Conference,  which  convenes 
every  four  years,  will  be  April  27-May  7, 
2004,  in  Pittsburgh. 

Petitions  (three  hard  copies  required 
and  3.5  inch  diskette  requested)  should 
be  mailed  to:  Gary  W.  Graves,  petitions 
secretary,  United  Methodist  General 
Conference,  PO.  Box  6,  Beaver  Dam,  KY 
42320. 

Petitions  (three  hard  copies  required 
and  3.5  inch  diskette  requested)  submit¬ 
ted  via  commercial  overnight  carriers 
(Federal  Express,  UPS,  DHL)  should  be 
sent  to:  Gary  W.  Graves,  petitions  secre¬ 
tary,  United  Methodist  General 
Conference,  302  N.  Lafayette  St.,  Beaver 


Dam,  KY  42320.  Petitions  also  can  be 
sent  by  fax  to  (270)  274-4590  or  by  e- 
mail  to  petitions@umpublishing.org. 

Petition  forms  may  be  downloaded 
from  the  web  at  www.umc.org. 

Individuals  and  groups  wishing  to 
submit  petitions  to  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  have  until  May  27, 
or  seven  days  prior  to  Annual 
Conference  2003,  to  send  completed 
forms  to  the  Committee  on  Petitions, 
Rev.  Michael  McLaurin,  3501  Patrick  St. 
Lake  Charles  LA  70605. 

The  forms  needed  for  petitions  to  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  will  be 
available  on-line  in  the  Pre-Conference 
Report  as  of  April  30, 2003.  Visit  the  con¬ 
ference  website,  www.la-umc.org,  to 
download  the  form. 

Those  submitting  petitions  to  the 
General  Conference,  and  wishing  to 
receive  the  endorsement  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  in  June, 
should  send  completed  forms  to  the 
attention  of  Rev.  McLaurin  no  later  than 
May  5,  30  days  prior  to  June  4,  2003. 


speak  in  New  Orleans 


Mandela  chaplain  to 

Peter  Storey,  professor  at  Duke 
Divinity  School  and  former  president  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  South  Africa, 
will  speak  at  Munholland  UMC’s  annual 
Aldersgate  Preaching  Series  March  7-9  in 
New  Orleans. 

A  native  of  South  Africa,  Dr.  Storey 
was  a  national  leader  in  the  church’s 
struggle  against  apartheid.  He  was 
Methodist  Bishop  of  the 
Johannesburg/ Soweto  area  for  13  years, 
and  in  the  1960s,  he  served  as  prison 


chaplain  to  Nelson  Mandela  on  Robben 
Island. 

Storey  will  bring  messages  over  the 
three-day  event  centering  on  the  theme 
“All  that  God  Asks”  and  refering  to  scrip¬ 
ture  passage  Micah  6:8. 

Friday  evening  will  begin  with  dinner 
at  6  p.m.,  followed  by  services  at  7  p.m. 
Saturday  will  feature  snacks  at  5  p.m. 
and  preaching  at  6  p.m.  Also,  Storey  will 
preach  at  all  three  Sunday  morning  serv¬ 
ices  at  8:30  a.m.,  9:30  a.m.  and  11  a.m. 


Ask  and  you  shall  receive! 

If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness  in 
Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La. NOW!  and  you 
will  receive  it.  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass  the  form  along 
to  a  friend  and  spread  the  Good  News! 

Name _ _ _ 

Address _ _ _ 

Telephone _ 

Church _ _ _ _ ___ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for 
□  $15  (One  year) 

O  $25  (Two  years) 

Please  mail  to:  Subscriptions,  La. NOW!,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802 


Executive  Director 

United  Methodist  Mission  Center  of  Baton  Rouge,  a  non-profit,  spiritu¬ 
ally  based  organization  offering  local  human  service  programs  and 
opportunities  for  people  facing  personal  and  financial  challenges, 
including  homelessness,  is  seeking  an  executive  director.  Candidate 
will  work  with  the  board  to  provide  leadership  to  this  newly  reconsti¬ 
tuted  organization  with  three  staff  members.  Position  requires  proven 
ability  in  a  number  of  areas,  including:  planning;  public  relations; 
advocacy;  program  and  board  development;  resource  development 
and  budget  management;  and  overseeing  a  growing  and  increasingly 
diverse  ministry.  Successful  candidate  should  demonstrate  a  strong 
commitment  to  spiritually  motivated  service,  strong  interpersonal 
skills  and  an  entrepreneurial  and  self-motivated  initiative.  Send  letter 
and  resume,  no  later  than  March  1 , 2003  to  Rev.  Gene  Rives,  University 
United  Methodist  Church,  3350  Dalrymple  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 
An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


Music  Ministries 

Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  of  Gulfport,  Miss,  seeks  a  dynamic 
leader  to  guide  and  grow  our  music  ministries.  Trinity  is  a  vibrant 
1 200-member  congregation  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  with  450  in 
Sunday  worship  services.  Responsibilities  include  worship  leadership, 
Chancel  Choir  Director,  Handbell  Choirs,  coordinator  of  children's  and 
youth  music  program  and  oversight  of  sound  and  music  equipment. 
We  are  seeking  a  servant  leader  who  possesses  communication  and 
administrative  skills  with  a  heart  for  ministry  with  lay  volunteers.  The 
candidate  should  be  willing  to  make  a  long-term  commitment.  Salary 
and  benefits  commensurate  with  training  and  experience.  Send 
resume  with  references  to  Sallie  Holden,  Music  Search  Committee,  137 
Bayou  Circle,  Gulfport  MS  39507.  For  information  call  (228)  868-7308 
or  (228)  865-9362.  Resumes  to  be  received  until  March  1 6, 2003. 
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Seven  Primetimers  events  slated  for  2003  at  UMCOR  Sager-Brown 


The  Primetimers  program  of  the 
Genera]  Board  of  Global  Ministries  seeks 
to  provide  mature  adults  (ages  50  and 
older)  with  an  opportunity  for  service, 
learning,  and  travel  in  a  Christian  con¬ 
text. 

In  2003,  there  are  seven  Primetimers 
events  scheduled,  with  one  slated  to  be 
held  at  the  UMCOR  Sager-Brown  Depot 
from  Oct.26-Nov.  1. 

Deadlines  for  six  of  the  year’s  events 
are  coming  up.  The  names  of  the  event, 

LAVIM  announces 

Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  con¬ 
tinues  to  expand  the  number  of  short¬ 
term  mission  opportunities  available  to 
our  Annual  Conference  since  the 
announcement  of  its  2003  schedule  in 
the  December  edition  of  the  LANOW. 

The  missions  listed  below  are  additions 


their  locations  and  deadline  dates  are  as 
follows:  “A  Global  Perspective  on 
Current  Issues:  Understanding  and 
Responding,”  New  York,  New  York,  Feb. 
14;  “Francis  Asbury,  Robert  Strawbridge, 
Francis  Scott  Key— Three  Who  Shaped 
America,”  New  Windsor,  Maryland, 
March  14;  “Gorgeous  Gorge  and  the 
Cascading  Mountains,”  Eagle  Creek, 
Oregon,  May  8;  “The  France  You  Never 
Knew — Faith,  History,  Cuisine  and 
Culture,”  Sondernach,  France,  Aug.  1; 


to  this  year’s  schedule  or  contain  price  or 
date  adjustments. 

Most  teams  continue  to  remain  open 
for  additional  volunteers,  but  early  regis¬ 
tration  is  important  due  to  airline 
requirements  and  popularity  of  mission 
service.  Most  teams  go  out  full!  For  more 


“Heart  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains,” 
Hayesville,  North  Caroline,  Sept.  12; 
“Life  on  the  Bayou  Teche,"  Baldwin, 
Louisiana  Sept.  12. 

During  the  event  at  UMCOR  Sager- 
Brown,  participants  will  experience 
Acadian,  Native  American  and  African 
American  cultures  through  presenta¬ 
tions,  site  visits,  music,  dance  and  cui¬ 
sine. 

Guests  will  visit  the  oldest  American 
rice  mill,  Governor’s  mansion,  a  Cajun 


information  on  individual  team,  full 
team  schedule,  or  to  have  your  ques¬ 
tions  answered  about  Volunteers  in 
Mission,  please  contact,  Larry  Norman, 
Director,  Louisiana  Volunteers  in 
Mission  at  (225)  346-1646  or 
LduckN@aol.com. 


mission  schedule  changes  for  2003 


INTERNATIONAL 

ECUADOR 
June  8-15 
EL  SALVADOR 
May  1 7-25 
ESTONIA 
October  1-15 
ENGLAND 
September  12-22 

October  10-19 

October  10-19 

PUERTO  RICO 
March  28-April  5 

USA 
ALASKA 
June  6-22 
ARKANSAS 
March  2-8 
MISSISSIPPI 
April  18-22 

TEXAS 
Jan.  25-30 


LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

COST 

TASK 

Quito 

Robbie  Dunham 

~$  1,365 

Construction 

Jayaque 

Debbie  Peplow 

$975 

Construction 

Voru 

John  Higginbotham 

$1,770 

Construction/VBS 

Wellington  Ave. 

Ann  Sutton 

$1,470 

Build  Intercity 

(WAM)  Liverpool 

Playground 

Platt  Lane 

Randy  Nichols 

$1,440 

Remodel  Sanctuary 

Methodist,  Manchester 

Huyton  Trinity 

Allen  Tuten 

$1,210 

Construction 

Church,  Liverpool 

Culebra  -  POSTPONED 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

COST 

TASK 

Nome,  Douglas 

Allen  Tuten 

~$  1,540 

Construction,  painting 

Heifer  Project  International  -  CANCELED 

Choctaw  UM 

Debbie  Peplow 

~$260* 

VBS/Repair 

Mission 

San  Pablo  UMC/Ft.  Worth  -  POSTPONED 


FAMILY  MISSION 
TEXAS 

June  16-21  Christian  Alliance/  Bill  McKee  $210  Disaster  Response  Preparation 

Medical  Bridges,  Houston 

July  14-19  Christian  Alliance/  Charles  Balthrop  $210  Disaster  Response  Preparation 

Medical  Bridges,  Houston 


MEXICO  MINI-MEDICAL/CONSTRUCTION 

LOCATION  TEAM  LEADER 


COST  (Fly/Drive)  TASK 


March  19-23 
April  24-27 
June  19-22 
July  3-6 
August  7-10 
November  23-26 


Reynosa  Jerry  Hilbun  $400/$150* 

Reynosa  Tom  Dungan/Scott  Temple  $380/$  1 50* 

Reynosa  Ricky  Willis  $380/$  150* 

Reynosa  -  CANCELED 

Reynosa  Karen  Batchelor  $380/$  150* 

Reynosa  Jim  Maker  $380/$150* 


Medical/Construction 

Medical 

Construction 

Medical/Construction 

Construction 


~  represents  approximate  cost  until  airline  or  travel  contracts  can  be  completed 
*  does  not  include  air  or  land  travel 


restaurant  with  music  and  dancing,  and 
Avery  Island  and  Jungle  Gardens — home 
of  the  Tabasco  industry. 

Participants  will  have  the  opportunity 
to  tour  and  work  in  the  UMCOR  Depot 
where  material  resources  are  processed 
for  national  disaster  response  and  inter¬ 
national  relief. 

For  additional  information  on  these 
events,  call  toll  free  (877)  882-4724  or 
visit  the  website  at  http://gbgm- 
umc.org/vim/features/primepro.htm. 


UMM  to  launch  TQuest 

The  General  Commission  on 
United  Methodist  Men  is  encour¬ 
aging  small  groups  to  launch  stud¬ 
ies  incorporating  the  TQuest  cur¬ 
riculum,  designed  by  a  team  from 
Providence  Publishing  Corporation 
and  GCUMM. 

Developers  of  the  TQuest  pro¬ 
gram  have  a  goal  of  birthing  five 
study  groups  in  each  of  the  519  dis¬ 
tricts  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

TQuest  combines  relevant  study 
materials,  pertinent  exercises  and  a 
unique  ministry  model  to  create  an 
environment  for  personal  discov¬ 
ery  and  growth.  The  40-week  spiri¬ 
tual  development  resource  for  men 
includes:  ten  32-page  study  book¬ 
lets;  a  journal  and  ring  binder;  The 
Voice  of  the  Heart  book  by  Chip 
Dodd;  and  The  Voice  of  the  Heart 
CD  or  cassette.  Kits  are  $37.50/per- 
son  through  the  publisher,  and 
$49.95/person  in  bookstores. 

For  more  information  on  the 
materials,  call  (800)  321-5692. 
Enrollment  forms  are  available 
online  at  TQuestforMen.com. 


Cambodians  ordained 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Repres¬ 
entatives  of  four  Methodist  tradi¬ 
tions  gathered  in  Cambodia 
recently  for  the  first  ordination 
there  of  pastors  within  the 
Methodist  connection. 

Officially  recognizing  the  Jan.  17 
ordination  in  Phnom  Penh  were 
Bishop  William  Dew,  representing 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
the  United  States,  Switzerland  and 
France;  Bishop  Jun  Yang  Chul, 
Korean  Methodist  Church;  Bishop 
Robert  Solomon,  Methodist 
Church  in  Singapore;  and  Bishop  Li 
Ping  Kwong,  World  Federation  of 
Chinese  Methodist  Churches. 

The  10  people  ordained  as  dea¬ 
cons  are  serving  a  unified 
Cambodian  church  based  on  all 
those  traditions,  according  to  the 
Rev.  S  T  Kimbrough  Jr.,  an  execu¬ 
tive  with  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  who 
also  attended  the  ordination. 

"The  idea  from  the  beginning 
has  been  that  we  would  not  work 
separately  in  Cambodia,  but  we 
would  work  together,"  he  said. 
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Photos  by  Rev.  Karl  Clark 


Over  50  clergy  from  the  La.  Conference  attended  the  third  Convocation  for 
Pastors  of  African-American  Churches  in  Houston  last  month,  top.  Our  conference 
had  the  largest  contingency  present  at  the  event.  Pastors  gained  new  insights  in 
evangelism,  new  models  of  worship  and  spiritual  inspiration.  Rev.  Alonzo 
Campbell,  conference  director  of  Special  Ministries,  said,"Numerous  pastors  have 
returned  re-invigorated  to  serve  the  Lord."  Campbell,  above  at  left,  is  pictured 
with  New  Orleans  District  Superintendent  Freddie  Henderson,  Rev.  Darlene 
Moore,  Bishop  William  Hutchinson  and  Acadiana  District  Superintendent  Roger 
Lathan.  Rev.  Davis  Clark  reports  that  Haven  Trinity  UMC  in  New  Orleans  has 
received  10  new  members  since  the  convocation.  Rev.  Diane  Bentley  is  planning 
an  innovative  Evangelism  Crusade  for  her  rural  congregation,  St.  Paul  in  New 
Roads.  Rev.  Campbell  also  announces  that  Bishop  Hutchinson  will  meet  with  all 
African-American  Pastors  at  the  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth  on  Monday, 
Feb.  24,  at  1 0  a.m.  for  a  Vision  Seminar.  The  meeting  will  take  place  just  prior  to 
the  start  of  "Tending  Our  Life  Together,"  an  event  for  all  clery  in  the  conference. 
Presenters  will  be  Dr.  Michael  Dash,  director  of  Field  Education  at  Gammon  -  ITC 
in  Atlanta  and  Dr.  Dorsey  Walker,  senior  pastor  of  Upper  Sand  Mountain 
Cooperative  Parish  in  Sylvania,  Alabama.  All  African-American  clergy  will  receive 
a  letter  and  registration  form  by  mail.  Please  return  the  completed  form,  along 
with  a  registration  fee  of  $10,  to  Alonzo  Campbell,  P.O.  Box  193,  Denham  Springs, 
LA  70727. 


WWJB? 

Protesters  march  to  the  Washington  Navy  Yard  in  a  recent  call  for  peace  that 
was  joined  by  United  Methodists  from  several  states.  Bishop  William  Hutchinson 
was  among  20  United  Methodist  bishops  who  joined  other  religious  leaders  in 
requesting  a  meeting  with  President  Bush  over  the  issue  of  war  with  Iraq.  In 
their  letter,  the  leaders  write, "You  are  no  doubt  well  aware  of  our  activities  to 
slow  the  rush  to  war  and  our  continuing  uneasiness  about  the  moral  justifica¬ 
tion  for  war  on  Iraq."  a  umns  photo  ©  jay  Maiiin. 
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Bishops, 
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national  horizon.” 

As  representatives  of  tens  of  mil¬ 
lions  of  Protestant  and  Orthodox 
Christians,  the  leaders  said  they  have 
been  in  touch  not  only  with  their 
own  church  members  on  the  matter, 
but  also  with  counterparts  in  Europe 
and  around  the  world,  even  with 
people  of  faith  in  Iraq.  “We  draw  on 
the  tenets  of  our  Christian  faith  in  all 
these  encounters,  seeking  a  way 
toward  peace  that  is  both  prophetic 
and  practical,”  the  letter  stated. 

“It  is  with  the  utmost  urgency  that 
we  seek  a  meeting  with  you  to  con¬ 
vey  face  to  face  the  message  of  the 
religious  community  that  we  repre¬ 
sent  on  the  moral  choices  that  con¬ 
front  this  nation  and  your  adminis¬ 
tration,”  the  leaders  wrote  to  Bush. 

“You  are  no  doubt  well  aware  of 
our  activities  to  slow  the  rush  to  war 
and  our  continuing  uneasiness  about 
the  moral  justification  for  war  on 
Iraq.  What  we  ask  now,  as  fellow 
believers  and  as  the  spiritual  leaders 
of  Americans  in  congregations  in 
every  community  of  our  great  nation, 
is  a  pastoral  opportunity  to  bring  this 
message  to  you  in  person.” 

The  signers  included  20  United 
Methodist  bishops,  some  serving  as 
current  leaders  of  particular  regions 
and  some  retired. 

They  include  Bishop  Kenneth 
Carder  of  Jackson,  Miss.;  Bishop  R. 
Sheldon  Duecker,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.; 
Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove, 
Charleston,  Va.;  Bishop  Kenneth 
Hicks,  Little  Rock,  Ark.;  Bishop 


Hutchinson,  Baton  Rouge,  La.; 
Bishop  S.  Clifton  Ives,  Charleston,  W. 
Va.;  Bishop  Rueben  P  Job, 
Goodlettsville,  Tenn.;  Bishop  Charles 
Wesley  Jordan,  Upland,  Calif.;  Bishop 
LeontineT.C.  Kelly,  San  Mateo,  Calif.; 
and  Bishop  James  Lloyd  Knox,  St. 
Petersburg,  Fla. 

Also,  Bishop  Felton  Edwin  May, 
Washington;  Bishop  Marshall  L. 
Meadors,  Atlanta;  Bishop  Fredrick 
Mutti,  Topeka,  Kan.;  Bishop  Don  Ott, 
Pewaukee,  Wis.;  Bishop  Sharon 
Zimmerman  Rader,  Sun  Prairie,  Wis.; 
Bishop  Roy  Sano,  Washington; 

Bishop  JackTuell,  Des  Moines,  Wash.; 
Bishop  Timothy  W.  Whitaker, 
Lakeland,  Fla.;  Bishop  Richard  P 
Wilke,  Winfield,  Kan.;  and  Bishop 
Joseph  H.  Yeakel,  Smithsburg,  Md. 

The  other  United  Methodist  sign¬ 
ers  were  the  Rev.  Robert  Edgar,  chief 
executive,  National  Council  of 
Churches;  the  Rev.  Bruce  Robbins, 
chief  executive,  United  Methodist 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns;  James 
Winkler,  chief  executive,  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society;  and  Ray  Buchanan,  director 
and  founder  of  Stop  Hunger  Now. 

The  remaining  signers  included 
the  Rt.  Rev.  John  Chane,  Episcopal 
bishop  of  Washington;  His  Grace 
Bishop  Dimitrios  (Couchell)  of 
Xanthos,  Greek  Orthodox  Diocese  of 
America;  the  Rev.  Mark  Hanson,  pre¬ 
siding  bishop,  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America;  and  Elenie  K. 
Huszagh,  NCC  president. 
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Project 'reaches 

BY  ANNA  HAM 

The  Louisiana  and  Mississippi 
Conferences  are  working  together  to 
make  a  difference  by  improving  chil¬ 
dren’s  health  as  related  to  environmental 
causes.  Medical  evidence  is  beginning  to 
document  how  our  physical  environ¬ 
ment  is  harming  children’s  health.  Over 
the  last  50  years  more  than  75,000  chem¬ 


icals  have  been  developed  and  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  environment.  There  have 
been  increases  in  children’s  cancer,  asth¬ 
ma,  learning  disabilities,  allergies,  and 
earlier  maturation.  Children  are  not  just 
small  adults.  Because  they  are  still  grow¬ 
ing  and  developing,  children  are  espe¬ 
cially  susceptible  to  toxic  pollutants. 
Children  living  in  poverty  and  those  who 


live  in  communities  of  color  are  at  even 
greater  risk. 

Our  faith  calls  us  to  honor  and  pro¬ 
tect  children.  Our  faith  calls  us  to  care 
for  God’s  creation.  God  calls  us  to  be 
responsible  for  generations  to  come,  to 
teach  them  the  right  ways  and  to  care- 

See  Children,  page  8 


Restorative  Justice 


Inmates  from  Camp  D  at  the  Louisiana  State  Penitentiary  at  Angola  participate  in  worship  at  a  new  chapel  recently  completed 
at  the  prison.The  chapels  are  one  facet  of  a  broad  program  of  restorative  justice,  an  approach  focused  on  healing  and  grace 
rather  than  retribution.  The  Louisiana  Conference's  recent  efforts  in  the  field  of  restorative  justice  are  highlighted  in  this 
issue  in  "The  New  Gate,"  a  La.  Now!  Special  Insert.  Photo  by  Angela  deGraveiies. 


As  war  looms,  chaplains  prep  soldiers,  families  for  separation 


(UMNS)  -  As  military  forces  deploy  to 
die  Middle  East  for  a  possible  war  with 
Iraq,  United  Methodist  chaplains  are 
preparing  soldiers  and  their  families  for 
the  emotional  separation. 

“For  the  soldiers  who  go,  we  all  have  a 
mission,  we  know  why  we  are  there 
(and)  what  we  are  doing,”  says  Chaplain 
Maj.  Jo  Ann  Mann,  an  instructor  at  the 
Fort  Jackson  (S.C.)  U.S.  Army  Chaplain 


Center  and  School.  “Family  members 
are  in  the  same  home,  without  their  sol¬ 
dier;  in  the  same  church,  with  an  empty 
spot  on  the  pew;  buying  groceries  as 
usual,  but  for  one  less  person;  doing  all 
the  household  things  alone  that  they 
used  to  share. 

“When  we  deploy  for  training  exercis¬ 
es,  families  have  projected  return  dates, 
and  they  know  that  we  expect  to  bring 


everyone  home  on  that  projected  return 
date,”  she  says.  “When  we  deploy  for 
war,  there  is  no  return  date  to  mark  on  a 
calendar,  and  there  is  the  fear  that  your 
loved  one(s)  may  not  return.  Military 
families  are  good  at  handling  separa¬ 
tions,  but  going  to  war  is  more  than  just 
a  separation.” 

See  Chaplains,  page  3 
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O  N  THE  JOURN  E  Y 

Two  Decisions 


As  all  of  you  know,  at  the  last  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Annual  Conference  I  asked 
for  two  special  study  committees  to  be 
formed  to  look  at  two  specific  needs  - 
the  number  of  Districts  in  our 
Conference  and  the  staffing  make-up 
of  the  Conference  as  it  relates  to  the 
accomplishment  of  our  stated  mis¬ 
sion.  Those  two  committees  have 
worked  hard  over  the  past  months  and 
are  in  the  final  stages  of  preparing 
their  reports  and  recommendations  to 
you  for  your  consideration  at  our 
Conference  session  in  June.  While  the 
work  has  been  challenging  and  vision¬ 
ary,  it  also  has  led  to  some  uncertainty 
about  our  immediate  future.  We  will 
not  know  what  the  number  of  Districts 
will  be  or  the  configuration  of  the 
Conference  staff  until  the  Annual 
Conference  votes  on  that  in  June. 

The  uncertainty  in  these  two  major 
areas  of  the  Conference  life  leads  to  a 
small  dilemma  when  it  comes  to 
appointment  making.  Just  how  many 
District  Superintendents  should  I 
appoint?  Will  we  have  nine  Districts 
after  June  1 ,  or  will  there  be  a  smaller 
number?  If  it  is  a  smaller  number,  just 
what  will  it  be?  Will  there  be  the  same 
staffing  configuration  after  June  1,  or 
will  there  be  some  new  staff  to 
appoint?  And  if  there  are  changes  to 
be  made  after  Conference,  when  will 
those  changes  take  effect?  You  see  the 
dilemma  I  face. 

This  isn’t  an  uncomfortable  dilem¬ 
ma.  It  just  requires  doing  some  things 
differently.  It  means  I  have  to  appoint 
nine  District  Superintendents  now  and 
it  means  I  continue  with  the 
Conference  Staff  as  if  there  will  be  no 
changes  made.  And  that  may  well  be 
where  it  all  comes  out  -  no  changes. 
Whether  there  are  changes  or  not  we 
need  to  be  prepared  to  move  forward 
and  not  miss  a  beat! 

To  that  end  I  believe  I  have  come 
up  with  the  best  solution  in  order  to  be 
prepared  for  whatever  is  voted. 

1.  The  Conference  staff  will  not  be 
changed  in  any  way  as  of  now.  If  there 
are  changes  voted,  we  will  address  that 
following  our  Annual  Conference  in 
June.  If  there  are  no  changes  voted,  we 
will  be  fully  and  effectively  staffed  to 
move  ahead. 


2.  As  for  District 
Superintendents,  I 
have  an  appointive 
announcement. 
After  much  prayer 
and  consideration  I 
have  decided  on 
the  following: 

In  the 

Ruston  District,  I 
have  asked  Rev. 
Jimmie  Pyles, 
immediate  past 
Superintendent  of  that  District  to 
come  out  of  retirement  and  serve 
again.  According  to  the  Discipline, 
Jimmie  can  serve  one  more  year.  He 
knows  this  District  and  can  move  into 
it  quickly  and  effectively.  In  the  event 
of  no  change  in  the  number  of 
Districts,  he  will  continue  at  least  until 
January  1, 2004  and  possibly  until  June 
of  2004.  In  the  event  of  the  reduction 
of  one  District  he  will  circulate  off  the 
Cabinet  no  later  than  June  of  2004.  I’m 
grateful  to  Jimmie  for  his  willingness 
to  serve  his  church  in  this  way. 

In  the  Monroe  District,  I  have  asked 
Rev.  Marie  Williams  to  extend  her  time 
of  service  into  her  seventh  year.  For 
much  the  same  reasons  as  with 
Jimmie  Pyles,  she  can  continue  at  least 
until  January  1 ,  2004  or  up  to  another 
year.  In  the  event  of  a  change  that 
would  necessitate  the  reduction  of  two 
Superintendents,  Marie  would  be  con¬ 
sidered  for  another  appointment. 

I  believe  this  give  us  our  strongest 
Cabinet  configuration  and  the  least 
amount  of  confusion  in  the  face  of  an 
uncertain  future. 

The  action  items  before  us  this 
Conference  are  exciting  and  history¬ 
making.  I  am  eager  to  hear  the 
debates  (and  I  know  there  will  be 
some!)  and  to  see  where  God  will  lead 
us.  Wherever  it  is,  we  can  be  assured  it 
will  be  toward  the  building  of  God’s 
Kingdom  and  the  strengthening  of 
Christ’s  church.  It’s  a  stimulating  jour¬ 
ney! 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fall  /Jdd*****-; 


Clergy  Spouse  retreat  set  for  March 


The  annual  Clergy  Spouse  Retreat  will 
be  held  March  21-22  at  the  conference 
center  in  Woodworth.  Hosted  this  year 
by  the  Acadiana  District,  the  retreat  will 
feature  guest  speaker  Betty  Jo  Shaw.  The 
spiritual  theme  for  the  event  will  be 
“Time  Out,”  and  is  based  on  a  devotion¬ 
al  book  written  by  Shaw. 

Participants  are  invited  to  bring  a 
“show  and  tell”  about  themselves. 

Check-in  time  is  4-6  p.m.  on  Friday, 
and  the  retreat  concludes  on  Saturday  at 
1:30  p.m.  A  registration  fee  of  $5  is  due 
upon  arrival. 


Participants  may  enjoy  a  double 
occupancy  at  $52  per  person  or  a  quad 
occupancy  at  $49  per  person.  Three 
meals  and  Friday  night’s  lodging  are 
included  in  the  price.  Please  indicate  a 
choice  of  roommate,  if  you  wish. 

Mail  reservations  and  payments  to: 
Cathy  Wimberly,  La.  Conference  Center, 
2350  Methodist  Parkway,  Woodworth,  LA 
71485.  Response  needed  by  March  10, 
2003. 

For  more  information,  contact  Rita 
Boyd,  (337)  984-2038,  or  Sedonia 
Latham,  (337)  235-3017. 


Important  Dates  Concerning 

the 

2003  Annual  Conference 

March  24 

Registration  information  for  housing,  meals  and  child  care  are 
mailed. 

April  1 

Forms  for  housing  and  meal  registration  are  accepted. 

April  30 

Pre-conference  report  available  on  Conference  website 
www.la-umc.org) 

Pre-conference  trainings,  by  District: 

May  4 

Alexandria,  2:30-4  p.m.,  Newman  UMC  in  Alexandria 

Acadiana,  5:30-7  p.m.,  First  UMC  in  Lafayette 

Northshore,  3-4:30  p.m.,  First  UMC  in  Hammond 

New  Orleans,  6-7:30  p.m.,  place  TBA 

May  5 

Acadiana,  6:30-8  p.m.,  Pharr  Chapel  in  Morgan  City 

May  6 

Baton  Rouge,  6-7:30  p.m.,  place  TBA 

May  18 

Lake  Charles,  2:30-4  p.m.,  University  UMC  in  Lake  Charles 

Monroe,  2-4  p.m.,  place  TBA 

Ruston,  5-6:30  p.m.,  Grace  UMC  in  Ruston 

May  19 

Shreveport,  6:30-8  p.m.,  First  UMC,  Bossier  City 

Moving  Day  -  June  1 2, 2003 

Due  to  the  close  of  Annual  Conference  on  Saturday,  June  7,"Moving  Day"  for  pastors  is 
now  falling  on  Thursday,  June  12, 2003. The  shift  from  Tuesday  to  Thursday  allows  more 
preparation/packing  time  for  those  moving. 


Ask  and  you  shall  receive! 

If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness  in 
Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La. NOW!  and  you 
will  receive  it.  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass  the  form  along 
to  a  friend  and  spread  the  Good  News! 

Name _ ; _ 

Address _ _ _ 

Telephone _ _ _ _ 

Church  - - 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for 

□  $15  (One  year) 

□  $25  (Two  years) 

Please  mail  to:  Subscriptions,  La. NOW!,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802 
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Betty  Backstrom 
Joshua  Lewis 


Editor 
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Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  the  newspaper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and  is  published  twice  a  month. 

Subscriptions  are  $15  for  one  year,  $25  for  two  years. 

(Please  make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.) 

Send  subscriptions,  news  and  information  to: 


Editor 

527  North  Boulevard 


Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
E-mail:  lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888)  239-5286  ext.  227 
(225)  346-1646,(225)  383-2652  fax 


You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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Churches  sponsor  Healing  Academy 


Two  Baton  Rouge  churches  are  coop¬ 
erating  to  sponsor  an  internationally 
reknowned  team  bring  Healing 
Academy  2003  to  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  on  May  20-24.  First 
UMC  is  uniting  with  Broadmoor  to  bring 
the  Wind  of  the  Spirit  Ministries  pastors 
Larry  and  Audrey  Eddings  for  four  days 
of  intensive  study  and  workshops  to 
equip  participants  in  the  ministry  of 
healing-spiritual,  emotional,  relational, 
and  physical. 

Rev.  Larry  Eddings  is  a  retired  United 
Methodist  minister  who  has  served  in 
the  Pacific  Northwest  Conference.  His 
wife,  Audrey,  has  been  ordained  in  an 
independent  denomination  and  has 
served  as  associate  pastor  and  evangel¬ 
ist.  Together,  the  Eddings  have  conduct¬ 
ed  training  and  workshops  in  healing 
and  wholeness  around  the  world  for 
over  twenty  years.  They  have  just  com¬ 
pleted  two  Healing  Academies  in  the 
Philippines. 

The  Academy  combines  practical 
instruction  with  opportunity  for  applica¬ 


tion  and  small  group  interaction.  The 
team  of  six  emphasizes  the  ministry  of 
laity  and  encourages  persons  to  pray  for 
one  another.  The  Eddings  are  frequendy 
asked  to  help  local  churches  develop 
healing  ministries,  including  the  gifts  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  Topics  for  the  Academy 
include:  Jesus-Healing  Ministry, 
Forgiveness,  Suffering,  Pain  and  Grief, 
Spiritual  Healing,  Vows  and  Judgments, 
Deliverance,  and  Spiritual  Gifts  used  in 
healing. 

Enrollment  is  open  to  any  denomina¬ 
tion,  but  space  is  limited;  and  there  will 
be  a  community  healing  service  to  cli¬ 
max  the  Academy.  Two  and  a  half 
Continuing  Education  Credits  (CEU)  will 
be  given  for  the  entire  workshop. 

For  more  information  on  the  Healing 
Academy  and  registration  materials, 
contact  Toni  Buckley  at  (225)  926-5243 
or  924-6269  or  send  a  request  for  regis¬ 
tration  information  to  Toni  Buckley, 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church, 
10230  Mollylea  Drive,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70815. 


UMM  to  sponsor  'servant  leadership'  retreat 


A  “Servant  Leadership  Retreat”  will  be 
sponsored  by  Louisiana  Conference 
United  Methodist  Men,  April  25-26  at 
the  conference  center  in  Woodworth. 

Retreat  staff  will  include  Rev.  Leslie 
Norris,  Gilbert  Hanke  and  Rev.  Robert 
Burgess,  with  Hanke  delivering  two  ses¬ 
sions  on  “servant  leadership”  on 
Saturday. 

Registration  begins  at  3  p.m.  on 
Friday,  and  the  closing  communion 


service  ends  at  3  p.m.  on  Saturday.  Cost 
of  the  retreat  is  $30  per  person.  Send  a 
check  and  your  name,  address,  phone, 
email  and  home  church  to:  Barney 
Babin,  25871  Audubon  Ave.,  Denham 
Springs,  LA  70726-6214.  Rooms  are  addi¬ 
tional,  and  reservations  may  be  made  at 
the  Conference  Center  by  calling  Judy 
Camp,  (318)  449-4500.  Vist  the  website 
at  www.gbgm-umc.org/lacumm  for 
additional  information. 


Uskichitto  seeking  summer  camp  counselors 


Are  you  tired  of  the  same  old  sum¬ 
mer?  Are  you  looking  for  a  new  adven¬ 
ture?  Join  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  for 
the  summer  as  a  staff  counselor.  You 
will  be  trained  to  guide  and  encourage 
youth  to  develop  their  Christian  faith 
through  new  and  innovative  ways.  We 
are  looking  for  young  Christian  college 
students  (completed  at  lease  one  year) 
to  be  staff  counselors  for  the  summer 
camp  season  of  2003.  We  strive  to  pro¬ 


vide  a  staff  that  will  offer  the  highest 
quality  Christian  leadership  to  our 
campers.  You  will  be  trained  and  certi¬ 
fied  as  a  ROPES  facilitator  and  first  aid. 
The  training  will  begin  May  31. 

You  can  receive  a  job  description  and 
application  from  our  website: 
http:  /  /  www.gbgm-umc.org/ uskichitto. 
Please  submit  your  application  by  April 
15.  You  will  be  contacted  in  April  about 
an  interview. 


Youth  needed  for  Uskichitto  CIT  Program 


Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  will  have  a 
Counselor  In  Training  class.  This  leader¬ 
ship  development  and  training  experi¬ 
ence  provides  older  youth  (Freshman  - 
Seniors)  with  hands-on  experience  and 
skills  to  be  future  camp  counselors.  This 
program  provides  youth  an  opportunity 
to  grow  spiritually,  all  while  gaining  an 
understanding  of  working  with  children 
in  Outdoor  Ministry. 

Each  youth  who  completes  the  train¬ 
ing  has  the  opportunity  to  return  as  vol¬ 
unteers  and  work  at  a  camp  under  the 
supervision  of  our  Camp  Counselors. 


When  the  CIT  returns  during  the  sum¬ 
mer,  there  will  be  no  fee  for  the  camp 
he /she  assist  with.  The  cost  of  the  train¬ 
ing  will  be  $25.  If  you  are  interested  and 
intend  to  participate,  please  email  us  by 
Feb.  25  at  urc@centurytel.net  with  the 
following  information:  Name,  Address, 
Phone  number,  Age  &  Grade, 

Male /Female.  Each  CIT  will  need  to 
bring;  Insurance  Information,  Bible, 
Personal  Items,  Sleeping  bag,  BUG 
SPRAY,  etc.  The  training  will  begin  Feb. 
28  at  6  p.m.,  through  Saturday  after¬ 
noon. 


Confirmation  Day  with  Bishop  set  for  April 


Confirmation  Day  with  the  Bishop 
will  be  held  April  5  from  10  a.m.-3  p.m.  at 
the  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. 
Churches  are  encouraged  to  participate 
in  this  day  of  worship,  play  and  discovery 
as  confirmands  learn  more  about  The 
United  Methodist  Church  and  what  it 


means  to  take  the  vows  of  membership. 

Cost  is  $20  per  person,  which  includes 
lunch  and  program  fees.  Registration 
forms  are  due  March  15,  and  may  be 
obtained  by  contacting  Elaine  Smith, 
(225)  346-1646  or  (888)  239-5286,  or 
email:  elsmithO@bellsouth.net. 


PM 
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Chaplain  assistant  Jayme  L.  Kendall  (left  foreground)  protects  a  worship  service 
in  the  field  during  a  training  exercise  at  the  U.S.  Army  Chaplain  Center  and 
School  in  Ft.  Jackson,  S.C.,  in  this  file  photograph.  Kendall  is  now  a  second  lieu¬ 
tenant  and  a  seminary  student  at  Asbury  Theologial  Seminary,  a  umns  photo  by 

Nella  Hobson,  U.S.  Army. 

Chaplains,  from  page  7 


Chaplains  hold  meetings  with  the 
soldiers  before  they  leave,  provide 
pastoral  care  for  the  family  members 
left  behind,  and  hold  sessions  for  the 
soldiers  and  family  members  before 
the  troops  return  home.  In  between, 
they  prepare  themselves  and  their 
own  families  for  the  same  uncertain¬ 
ty  and  fear  of  what  it  means  to  leave 
for  war. 

Rear- detachment  chaplains  stay 
behind  for  the  families  and  shoulder 
the  load  left  by  the  ministers  who  are 
deploying. 

"It  is  an  equally  intense  ministry, 
but  you  don’t  get  any  recognition, 
you  don’t  get  any  ribbons  or  any¬ 
thing  like  that,”  Mann  says. 

When  soldiers  are  being  deployed, 
everyone  wants  to  see  the  chaplain, 
she  says. 

Chaplains  hold  deployment  and 
reunion  briefings.  In  both,  they  try  to 
get  the  soldiers  to  anticipate  issues 
that  may  arise  when  they  leave  and 
while  they  are  gone. 

“We  stress  communication,” 

Mann  says.  “If  you  have  a  sense  of 
what  might  be  coming  up  and  how 
you  might  want  to  handle  it,  then 
nobody  is  blindsided.” 

She  uses  stories  to  illustrate 
potential  problems  for  soldiers. 

“I  tell  the  story  about  a  soldier 
who  was  deployed  for  six  months 
and  left  behind  a  daughter  who  was 
1 1  or  12  months  old,”  she  says.  While 
he  was  gone,  the  child  had  forgotten 
who  he  was. 

“He  came  down  the  steps,  and  the 
family  was  there  waiting  for  him.  He 
reaches  for  his  little  girl  and  she 
screams  bloody  murder,”  Mann  says. 


“He  was  devastated. 

“In  the  reunion  briefing  we  talk 
about  how  sometimes,  as  awful  as  it 
sounds,  children  may  forget  you.”  In 
pre-deployment,  the  chaplains  talk 
about  ways  to  stay  in  touch  with 
family  and  loved  ones.  Gne  sugges¬ 
tion  she  gives  is  to  record  bedtime 
stories  so  the  children  will  have  the 
parent’s  voice  on  tape. 

Staying  in  touch  with  loved  ones 
and  talking  about  expectations  are 
important,  she  says. 

Mann  tells  about  a  soldier  who 
was  returning  home  and  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  nothing  more  than  a  hug 
from  his  wife,  a  hot  shower  and  his 
own  bed.  His  wife,  equally  excited 
about  his  homecoming,  had 
arranged  a  surprise  party  for  him. 

“He  walks  in  the  door,  she  flips  on 
the  light,  and  30  people  jump  out 
and  yell,  ‘Welcome  home!’  He  man¬ 
aged  to  get  through  it  gracefully,”  she 
says,  laughing. 

If  you  talk  about  your  expecta¬ 
tions  beforehand,  you  can  avoid 
some  of  those  pitfalls,  she  adds. 

Chaplains  have  families  too,  and 
deployment  poses  an  extra  challenge 
for  them.  “We  have  to  prepare  our 
families  too,  and  that  is  when  every¬ 
body  else  in  the  world  wants  you,” 
Mann  says. 

Her  mentor  taught  her  to  take 
time  for  herself  and  her  family,  she 
says.  “What  he  taught  me  was  you 
can’t  do  it  all  yourself.  When  you  are 
young  especially,  you  want  to  do  it  all 
yourself.  You  don’t  always  realize  you 
can’t  be  all  things  to  all  people.” 

The  important  thing  to  remem¬ 
ber,  she  says,  is  to  work  as  a  team. 


From  the  Coordinator 

Dear  Friends, 

One  of  the  wonderful  ministries  God  has  given  his  church  is  the  ecumeni¬ 
cal  ministry  for  incarcerated  children  and  youth  called  Epiphany.  What  an 
appropriate  name! 

We  have  been  in  the  season  of  Epiphany  in  our  church  calendar,  the  season 
of  appearance  of  revelation  by  Christ,  the  season  where  the  light  of  Christ 
shines  to  show  us  who  he  is  and  who  we  were  meant  to  be. 

That  is  what  we  are  about  in  all  our  ministries  -  Kairos,  Kairos  Outside, 
Epiphany,  G.RA.C.E.  Camp,  Discipleship  Weekend  -  and  all  the  rest  as  we  seek 
to  help  all  those  involved  grow  in  and  share  Christ’s  love  and  light  to  those  who 
struggle  in  darkness. 

This  is  a  crucial  time  for  our  ministry  that  God  has  given  us  to  bless  the 
broken  people  of  the  world  and  his  church.  Our  conference  is  working  on 
organization  and  budget  and  the  nature  of  what  we  will  be  and  do  in  the  near 
future.  Please  pray  for  guidance  as  the  conference  plans  for  Restorative  Justice 
Ministry  and  what  resources  are  needed. 

There  is  so  much  to  do;  so  many  people  to  bless.  We  need  your  participa¬ 
tion  in  what  we  are  doing  that  God’s  revealing  light  might  shine  on  and 
through  you. 

You  are  needed  to  be  an  agent  of  restorative  justice  in  your  town  or  city. 

You  can  work  for  safer  neighborhoods,  better  law  enforcement,  more  drug 
courts,  true  equal  treatment  under  the  law,  better  treatment  of  youth  offend¬ 
ers,  care  for  families  of  the  incarcerated,  care  and  concern  for  those  released 
from  prisons,  mentoring  for  children  and  youth  who  are  at  risk,  and  voting  for 
legislation  that  makes  for  a  more  just  and  a  more  restoring  society. 

Yours  in  Ministry, 

John  R.  Johns 

Restorative  Justice  Coordinator 


Epiphany  ministry  serves  youth 

Epiphany  is  an  ecumenical,  lay-run  Christian  ministry.  It  has  been  devel¬ 
oped  for  young  people  who  are  in  the  custody  of  the  Department  of  Youth 

Services  or  other  juvenile  justice  systems. 

Epiphany  is  a  three-day  short  course  in  Christianity  patterned  alter  pro¬ 
grams  such  as  Cursillo,  Walk  to  Emmaus,  Kairos,  and  others.  It  is  run  under 
the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Epiphany  Ministry,  Inc.,  headquar¬ 
tered  in  Conway,  S.C. 

The  main  purpose  of  the  ministry  is  to  introduce  the  young  people  to 
Jesus  Christ.  The  message  is  simple. 

God  is  Love. 

You  are  loved. 

God  is  forgiving. 

You  are  forgiven. 

Christ  is  counting  on  you. 

These  messages  are  delivered  through  a  series  of  talks,  skits,  games, 
music,  and  food.  Most  importantly  it  is  delivered  through  the  modeling  of 
servant  leadership.  During  the  weekend  the  team  is  called  to  listen,  listen, 

The  love  of  Christ  as  delivered  by  the  team  has  and  will  plant  seeds  that 

transform  lives  as  God  makes  them  grow.  , 

Ifvou  would  like  to  know  how  you  may  get  involved,  contact  Keith 
McMaster,  111  Leo,  Shreveport,  LA  71105,  (318)  861-3185,  KPMlll@aol.com. 
Your  prayers,  participation,  or  financial  support  are  always  needed. 


Task  force  meetings  open  to  all 


The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
involved  with  an  exciting  group  of 
Louisiana  citizens  who  are  working  in 
restorative  justice. 

The  group  includes  not  only  church 
groups,  but  law  enforcement,  judicial, 
pardon  and  parole,  prison,  and  legisla¬ 
tive  personnel. 

The  Task  Force  has  been  involved 
with  teaching  restorative  justice,  net¬ 


working,  recommending  legislation, 
sharing  ideas,  and  working  together  to 
make  our  state  more  just  and  effective 
with  healing  of  victims,  offenders,  and 
the  community. 

Our  next  meeting  will  be  at  the  con¬ 
ference  headquarters  on  the  second 
floor  on  March  7  at  1  p.m.  Interested 
persons  are  welcome  to  attend  the 
meetings. 


Share 'Disciple' with  incarcerated 


Your  church  is  invited  to  deepen 
your  walk  with  Christ  in  Disciple 
Bible  Study  to  a  new  level.  Since  you 
have  been  blessed  by  this  wonderful 
gift  that  Disciple  has  been;  since  you 
have  been  challenged  to  find  your 
gifts  and  share  them;  since  you  have 
been  given  a  challenge  to  share  your 
faith  and  be  in  mission,  you  are  invit¬ 
ed  to  share  Disciple  with  incarcerated 
people. 


Our  first  attempts  to  do  them 
have  blessed  both  leaders  and  stu¬ 
dents.  This  blessing  could  be  a  bless¬ 
ing  for  you  and  your  church.  All  you 
have  to  do  is  to  provide  literature, 
leaders,  and  get  permission  from  the 
chaplain  in  a  prison  near  you.  If  you 
have  difficulty  in  any  of  these  areas, 
please  call  John  R.  Johns,  (318)  992- 
7347  or  e-mail  at 
johns@centurytel.net. 


Kairos:  'God  did  it  again../ 


One  of  the  things  we  who  have 
worked  on  a  three-day  weekend, 
whether  it  be  Kairos,  Kairos  Outside,  or 
Epiphany,  have  learned  is  that  you  have 
to  be  able  to  “go  with  the  flow”  because 
one  thing  you  can  be  sure  of  is  that  the 
weekend  will  not  go  “by  the  book”.  But 
always,  when  we  let  go  and  let  the  Holy 
Spirit  take  over,  we  see  a  miracle. 
Following  is  an  article  by  Carolyn 
McDowell  that  is  re-printed  from  the 
Kairos  Paper,  The  Witness. 

KAIROS  #15  -  GOD’S  MIRACLE 

God  did  it  again... another  miracu¬ 
lous  weekend!  Even  with  the  unexpect¬ 
ed  announcement  of  a  new  and  smaller 
location  just  three  days  before  the  week¬ 
end,  no  air  conditioning,  a  rather  loud 
and  persistendy  interruptive  intercom 
system,  angel  team  set  outside  with  cups 
blowing  in  the  wind  and  birds  “cleansing 
themselves”  near  the  food,  forever  medi¬ 
cine  calls,  one  less  team  member  just 
before  the  weekend  which  lessened  our 
number  of  residents  to  36,  and  a  daily 
schedule  regularly  taken  “off  schedule”, 
it  all  proved  to  be  fun  as  we  watched 
God  meet  the  challenge  and  mold  every¬ 
thing  together  according  to  His  plan. 

He  provided  plenty  of  room,  cool  air, 
a  wonderful  breeze,  the  opportunity  to 
hold  our  forgiveness  and  closing  service 


outside  in  the  beauty  of  nature,  and  the 
very  residents  He  wanted  to  attend.  He 
accomplished  every  detail  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  in  “God’s  special  time”!  He  provid¬ 
ed  the  necessary  ingredients,  blended  us 
well,  and  used  team  #15  to  accomplish 
His  ministry  of  grace. 

God’s  greatness  was  seen  in  the 
shared  stories,  meals,  tears,  laughter, 
dancing,  singing,  worshiping,  praying, 
and  the  team’s  "going  with  the  flow”  atti¬ 
tude.  We  “rafted  down  the  river”  togeth¬ 
er  beautifully  during  the  rough  and 
smooth  waters. 

I  am  grateful  and  pray  God’s  richest 
blessings  to  everyone,  both  on  and  off 
the  team,  who  offered  gifts  and  time  to 
make  Kairos  #15  possible... thanks  be  to 
God  for  your  willingness  to  be  His  ves¬ 
sels. 

How  blessed  we  are  to  be  called  to  a 
ministry  where  we  see  miracles  happen 
before  our  very  eyes  and  watch  what 
only  God’s  love  can  do... residents  and 
team  members  alike,  transformed  into 
new  creatures  in  Christ.  One  resident 
said  Thursday  night  that  she  needed  a 
miracle. .  .and  by  Sunday  afternoon  we 
watched  as  she  experienced  it!  The 
entire  experience,  from  the  first  team 
meeting  until  leaving  LCIW  after  closing, 
was  a  blessing  and  a  “trust  walk”  with 
God  as  we  experienced  again  His  amaz¬ 
ing  grace. 
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Restorative  Justice  -  An  Idea  Whose  Time  Has  Come 


Restorative  Justice  Coordinator  Rev.  John  R.  Johns,  center,  speaks  with  Rev.  Dan  Krutz  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  at  a  recent  Restorative  Justice  Conference.  Johns  served  as  a 
panelist  along  with  Laurie  McGehee  of  the  Caddo  Parish  Juvenile  Court,  left,  and  Marion  Edwards, 
right,  a  judge  on  the  Fifth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeal.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


UPCOMING  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  SERVICE  IN  2003 

Following  is  a  list  of  upcoming  events,  dates  and  rectors  when  available.  If  you  are 
interested  in  serving  in  any  capacity,  please  contact  the  rectors. 

KAIROS  WF.F.KF.NDS  KAIROS  DISCIPLESHIP 

ANGOLA 

WINN 

Weekend  #7  (Feb.  21-23) 

Kairos  Main  #8 

Kairos  #  1 8 

Weekend  #8  (Aug.  15-17) 

Feb,  21-24 

Spring,  2003 

Deborah  Boudreaux 

Rick  Blackstone 

Randy  Bounds 

P.  O.  Box  73008 

5733  Tarrytown  Ave. 

12050  Texas  Hwy. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70874 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70808 

Joaquin,  TX  75954 

225-355-0529 

225-926-4782 

926-269-3763 

EPIPHANY 

Kairos  Camp  D  #9 

Kairos  #19 

JETSON 

June  26-29 

Fall,  2003 

March  28-30 

John  Pine 

Doug  Davidson 

SWANSON-MONROE 

4112  Hundred  Oaks 

3936  Hwy.  818 

March  14-16 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70808 

Ruston,  LA  71270 

Curtis  Smith 

225-927-5209 

318-255-2971 

3311  Oakleigh-3 18-322-57 15 
Monroe,  LA  71201 

Kairos  Camp  C  #  1 2 

WADE 

Sept.  19-21 

Nov.  6-9 

Kairos  #16 

TBA 

Duane  Denham 

March  2 1  -23 

SWANSON-TALLULAH 

14934  Ridgestone  Ave. 

Bob  Crone 

Ron  Maberry 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

201  1  Highland  Ave. 

1522  Westberry  Dr. 

225-261-6085 

Shreveport,  LA  71104 

Shreveport,  LA  71105 

318-227-8969 

318-798-0030 

Oct.  17-19 

LCIW 

Dianne  Jefcoat 

Kairos  #17 

KAIROS  OUTSIDE 

1156  Hwy.  563 

April  24-27 

Outside  #8 

Dubach,  LA  71235 

Toni  Gilboy 

March  21-23 

318-777-8471 

2462  Torrey  Pine  Drive 

Jan  Butaud 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

1128  Katherine  Dr. 

G.R.A.C.E.  CAMP 

225-275-6237 

Opelousas,  LA  70570 

June  9-13  (Camp  Istrouma) 

337-942-1365 

July  14-18  (Caney  Camp) 

Kairos  #18 

July  28-Aug.  1  (Uskichitto) 

Nov.  2003 

Outside  #9 

Aug.  4-8  (Camp  Hardtner) 

Polly  Root 

Sept.  26-28 

Lorris  &  Becky  Wimberly 

849  Wylie  Dr. 

Pat  Wilcox 

5470  Bayou  Paul  Rd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70808 

411  Glen  Haven  Ct. 

St.  Gabriel,  LA 

Bossier  City,  LA  7111  1  225-642-3338 

318-742-7314 

RESTORATIVE  JUSTICE  MESSAGE  TAKEN  TO  WESLEY  FOUNDATIONS 

January  22,6:30  p.m.,  Wesley  Foundation  at  Northwestern 

February  2,5:30  p.m.,  Wesley  Foundation  atTulane 

February  4, 7:30  p.m.,  Wesley  Foundation  at  Southeastern 

February  12, 12:00  p.m.,  Wesley  Foundation  at  University  of  Louisiana,  Lafayette 

March  5, 7:00  p.m.,  Wesley  Foundation  at  Nichols  State  University 

March  10,8:00  p.m.,  Methodist  Student  Movement,  Centenary 

March  16, 10:00  a.m.,  Wesley  Foundation  at  Louisiana  State  University 

March  24, 6:00  p.m.,  University  of  Louisiana,  Monroe 

April  7,5:30  p.m.,Grambling  University 

Other  Wesley  Foundations  will  be  scheduled  later.  I  have  been  very  impressed  with  the  fine  work  that  is  being  done 
on  our  college  campuses  through  the  Wesley  Foundations  I  have  visited  so  far.  Our  Wesley  Foundation  leaders  are  to 
be  commended  and  supported! 


WE  NEED  YOU 

During  World  War  II  and  to  a  lesser  degree  in  other 
times  since  that  we  were  in  conflict,  we  have  been  con¬ 
fronted  with  posters  with  Uncle  Sam  pointing  to  us  saying, 
“Uncle  Sam  Needs  You”. 

This  is  true  for  us  in  the  church.  Ministry  to  those 
broken  by  crime,  both  offenders  and  victims  of  crime, 
needs  you.  Kairos,  Kairos  Outside,  Epiphany,  G.R.A.C.E. 
Camp,  ministry  to  victims,  mentoring  formerly  incarcerated 
people  -  all  are  highly  labor  intensive.  We  need  a  lot  of 
Christians  who  will  share  their  faith  with  people  who  need 
love,  who  need  Christ. 

RESTORATIVE  JUSTICE  MINISTRY  NEEDS  YOU!! 

For  more  information  contact 
John  R.  Johns 
1214  N.  Second  St. 

Jena,  Louisiana  71342 
(318)  992-7347 
johns@centurytel.net 


Items  needed  for  GRACE  Camp 


GRACE  Camp:  a  ministry  to  at-risk 
children 

Rev.  John  Johns 

Chairman 

1214  N.  Second  St. 

Jena,  LA  7 1342 
(318)  992-7347 

Rev.  Lorris  Wimberly 
Program  Director 
5470  Bayou  Paul  Rd. 

St.  Gabriel,  LA  70776 
(225)  642-5949 

PERSONAL  ITEMS: 
Toothbrushes(individually  packaged) 
Scrungies,  barrettes,  pony  tail  bands, 
headbands,  clips 

Hair  combs  &  brushes  (small) 

Travel  size  deodorant,  toothpaste, 
lotion,  powder,  shower  caps,  mouthwash, 
Bathing  suits  -  various  sizes  for  boys  & 
girls  (Wal  Mart  variety) 

Boys’  belts  -  various  sizes 

GIFTS  TO  CHILDREN: 

Disposable  cameras  (for  Junior  Highs) 
Socks  -  boys  and  girls 
Other  -  if  you  have  ideas  for  a  gift,  feel 
free  to  call  the  Program  Director  to  discuss 
your  ideas.  One  consideration  is  that  it  is 
appropriate  for  both  boys  and  girls  or  that 
similar,  comparable  items  will  be  given  to 
both  boys  and  girls. 

MISCF.1.I.ANF.OIJS: 

Multi-Vitamins  -  need  6  bottles  of  100 
“Kinder-Mats”  for  movie  time  -  need  30 
Children’s  Birthday  cards  -  simple, 
Christian  preferred 
35mm  color  film 

Story  Books-  books  with  a  moral  for 
bedtime  reading 
Large  umbrellas  -  6 
Poster  Board,  1 1X14,  white 
Paper  Towels 
Adult  scissors 

Balloons,  12”  assorted  colors 
Paper  cups,  4  oz 

Multicultural  crayons  and  markers 
Large  size  glitter  glue 


INDOOR  GAMES: 

Board  games  -  from  beginner  to  inter¬ 
mediate  level 

Hula  Hoops 

Ping  pong  net  with  clamps 
Ping  Pong  paddles 
Ping  Pong  balls 

OUTDOOR  GAMES: 

Badmitton  Game  with  net  &  poles 
Four  Square  ball  -  1 
Kick  balls  -2 
Soccer  Nets 

Pool  volleyball  net  for  pool  games 
1  large  jump  rope 
(for  double  jumping) 

Tennis  balls  -  4  cans  of  3 
Diving  rings  and/or  sticks  (plastic) 
Noodles  (flotation  device) 

AUDIO-VISUAL: 

1  walk-around  mike 
Walkie-Talkies-4 

Use  of  a  VHS  video  camera  for  each 
week  of  camp 

TRANSPORTATION: 

Use  of  a  trailer  for  transporting  a  Golf 
Cart. 

PERSONNEL:  (at  camp) 

1  Nurse  or  Nurse  Practitioner  at  each 
event 

22  Staff  members  to  work  directly  with 
the  children 

THINGS  CHILDREN  OR  YOUTH 
GROUPS  COULD  COLLECT  &  DONATE 
for  the  children  of  GRACE  Camp: 

Birthday  part  hats  (all  alike)  - 150 

Coloring  books 

Word  Search  books 

Dot  to  Dot  books 

Activity  books 

Bright  Colored  paper 

Multicultural  crayons  &  markers 

Glitter  glue 

Ziploc  bags  -  all  sizes 
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Donna  Bergstedt  is  the  Lake  Charles  United  Methodist  Womens'  recipient  of  the 
Woman  of  the  Year  Award.  Those  who  know  her  are  astounded  by  her  selfless 
efforts  for  her  family,  church  and  community.  Her  work  includes  being  a  Cub 
Scout  Leader,  a  volunteer  with  Abraham's  Tent,  ESSA,  Habitat  for  Humanity  and 
Sager-Brown.  Bergstedt  has  also  traveled  on  various  missions,  including  ones  to 
Honduras,  Belize  and  Mexico. 


Iowa  children  earn  'pennies  from  heaven' 


The  United  Methodist  Church,  Iowa, 
Louisiana,  participated  in  the  “Pennies 
From  Heaven”  project,  promoted  by 
LifeShare  Blood  Center  of  Lake  Charles. 
Area  churches  in  and  around  Lake 
Charles  were  asked  to  participate. 

Members  of  the  church,  and  Pre-K 
students  enthusiastically  collected  pen¬ 
nies,  pennies  and  more  pennies.  The 
results  when  counted  revealed  that 
$104.75  (about  29  lbs)  had  been  collect¬ 
ed.  (Truthfully,  there  were  a  few  silver 
coins  and  a  small  amount  of  folding 
money  included!!)  Did  you  know  that 
one  cup  of  pennies  weighs  about  1 
pound  and  yields  $2.63? 

The  Pre-K  School  students  of  UMC  of 
Iowa  collected  about  1 13  of  the  total 
amount.  They  had  their  own  “Pennies 
From  Heaven”  box,  which  displayed 
clouds  and  pictures  of  pennies  to  place 
their  pennies  in.  Teacher  Ellen  DeWitt, 
wife  of  minister  Dr.  David  DeWitt, 
explained  to  the  children  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  helping  people  in  need,  and 
that  their  pennies  would  help  save  lives. 
She  encouraged  them  to  do  chores  at 
home  to  earn  their  pennies,  thus  teach¬ 
ing  them  two  important  lessons. 

LifeShare  blood  center  provided  a 


special  box,  appropriately  decorated 
with  pennies,  clouds  and  umbrellas,  for 
the  congregation  to  put  their  pennies  in. 
It  was  placed  in  the  foyer  of  the 
Sanctuary  each  Sunday,  and  then  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall  after  the  church  service. 

Posters  were  also  provided  by 
LifeShare  that  were  displayed  in  the  Pre- 
K  school  room  and  in  the  foyer  of  the 
Sanctuary.  Another  poster  was  dis¬ 
played  on  a  bulletin  board  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall,  depicting  pennies 
falling  from  Heavenly  clouds. 

The  LifeShare  Blood  Center  Staff  in 
Lake  Charles  was  so  impressed  with  the 
effort  made  by  the  Iowa  UMC  and  the 
Pre-K  children,  that  two  staff  members 
came  personally  and  presented  a  special 
plaque  of  appreciation  to  the  Pre-K  chil¬ 
dren.  Ms.  Sheila  Babineaux, 

Community  Laison/ Southern  Region, 
presented  the  plaque  and  Mrs.  Dana 
Dupin,  Community  Resource 
Coordinator,  took  photos. 

A  few  days  later,  a  letter  was  received 
from  Mrs.  Babineaux  expressing  her 
gratitude  for  the  congregations  “gener¬ 
ous  support”  and  how  “truly  blessed” 
she  was  by  the  “Little  Angels”  of  the  Pre- 
K  School. 


Gueydan  United  Methodist  Church  recently  celebrated  the  ground-breaking  for  a  new 
parsonage.  The  parsonage  is  a  gift  from  Mrs.  Clara  Burdick  of  Gueydan.  Stan  Gall  Jr., 
Inc.  is  the  designer  and  builder  of  the  home.  Pictured  above  are  Pastor  Carolyn 
Volentine,  Mrs.  Clara  Burdick,  Shelton  Breaux  and  Lloyd  Morgan;  back  row:  Stan  Gall, 
designer/builder,  Viola  Linscombe,  Mildred  Hair,  Sue  Hardee,  Dolores  Dietz,  Donia 
Searle,  Marge  Hartwell,  Doyle  Volentine. 


How's  Your  Preaching? 

Well,  help  is  on  the  way! 

The  Sermon  Doctor  is  coming! 

Dr.  Clyde  Fant,  Preaching  Professor  and  author 
will  be  speaking  on  "Using  Stories  in  Preaching" 
and  "Preaching  on  the  Cross  and  Resurrection 
During  the  Easter  Season" 

Tuesday,  March  1 8, 2003, 9  a.m.-3  p.m. 

St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC,  1 500  Country  Club  Rd., 

Lake  Charles 

Contact  the  Lake  Charles  District  Office 
(337)  439-2982  for  more  information 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  Lake  Charles  District  Communication  Advisor: 

Rev.  Carolyn  Volentine 
507  Main  St. 

Gueydan,  LA  70542 

(337)  536-6732,  E-mail:  cvolentine@aol.com 


February  28,2003 
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Veterans  were  recently  honored  during  a  special  ceremony  at  St.  Luke's  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  Pictured  are  Chaney  Calmes,  Milton  Baker  and 
Carter  Williams. 


What's  happening  around  the  district? 


Katie  McKay,  a  member  of  St. 

Andrews  United  Methodist  Church,  is  a 
recipient  of  the  Fendlason  Scholarship 
for  students  preparing  for  church  related 
careers  at  Centenary  or  Southern 
Methodist  University.  McKay  is  a  junior 
at  Centenary  and  a  member  of  the 
Centenary  Choir.  She  is  beginning  her 
third  full  year  in  youth  ministry. 

A  Silent  Auction  will  be  held  April  6  by 
St.  John’s  UMC.  One  of  the  contributors 
is  a  Hindu  jewelry  importer  in  New 
Jersey  who  has  contributed  pearl  neck¬ 
laces  and  other  treasures.  Proceeds  from 
this  fundraiser  support  local  and  inter¬ 
national  mission  projects.  The  church  is 
located  at  9375  Highland  Road.  For  more 
information,  contact  Don  Gordon  at 
766-1489. 

Broadmoor  UMC’s  Celebration 
Singles  class  sponsored  a  personal  safe¬ 
ty  seminar  in  February  led  by  Anne 
Walsh.  The  class  taught  personal  safety 
for  neighborhood  and  community.  The 
seminar  was  free  and  open  to  all. 

Gonzales  UMC  sponsors  a  playgroup 
offering  a  way  to  for  children  and  care¬ 
givers  to  enjoy  spending  time  together. 


They  believe  that  social  interaction 
helps  build  a  more  solid  Christian  world. 
The  playgroup  meets  each  Wednesday  at 
a  local  park  at  12:30  p.m.  and  the  first 
Saturday  of  each  month  at  10  a.m.  to 
give  the  entire  family  a  chance  to  partici¬ 
pate.  Currendy,  most  participants  bring 
lunch  with  them  to  the  park  and  picnic. 
The  church  website  gives  updated  infor¬ 
mation  on  which  park  the  group  will  be 
using.  There  is  no  cost  to  participants 
and  they  are  always  excited  to  see  new 
faces  and  hear  any  fun  ideas  like  visiting 
the  Dinosaurs  at  the  Mall  of  Louisiana. 

Wesley  UMC’s  “Dare  to  Care 
Outreach  Ministry  has  entered  into  part¬ 
nership  with  Dufrocq  Elementary 
School.  On  a  limited  scale,  the  ministry 
gave  assistance  to  the  school  by  provid¬ 
ing  one-on-one  tutoring  to  students  in 
the  fifth  grade.  This  year,  they  hope  to 
expand  their  assistance  in  the  areas  of 
tutoring,  mentoring,  and  conducting 
anger  management  sessions  with  target¬ 
ed  students  and  parents.  Since  assis¬ 
tance  is  provided  during  school  hours, 
retirees  or  persons  with  flexible  hours 
are  involved  in  this  ministry. 


Paracletia  begins  new  ministry 


Cathy  Arends,  certified  candidate  for 
ordained  ministry  and  member  of 
Jefferson  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge,  is  chaplain  and  president 
of  Paracletia,  Inc.,  a  501(c)3  ministry 
organization  located  in  Prairieville.  The 
mission  of  Paracletia  is  to  serve  as  a  con¬ 
duit  of  grace  to  comfort  the  spirit,  nur¬ 
ture  hope  and  represent  the  presence  of 
a  loving  God  within  a  multi-cultural, 
ecumenical  environment. 

Arends  strongly  believes  that  people 
who  have  experienced  loss  often  feel 
isolated,  alone,  devalued  and  unimpor¬ 
tant  to  God,  and  many  will  not  seek  help 
for  their  souls  in  a  church.  Paracletia  is  a 
means  to  get  into  the  “trenches”  and 
pro-actively  provide  pastoral  caring. 

The  three  main  focuses  of  this  unique 
faith  ministry  are  representing  God  with 
incarcerated  pregnant  women,  female 
adolescents  in  treatment  for  chemical 
dependency,  and  individuals  who  are 
experienced  grief  due  to  having  lost  a 


baby  to  miscarriage. 

Azalea  Gardens  offers  families  that 
have  experienced  the  grief  of  a  lost  preg¬ 
nancy  a  safe,  private,  comforting  place 
to  remember  their  baby  they  cannot 
hold. 

Beginning  in  March,  Arends  will  be 
facilitating  ‘rafa’  (recovery  and  fellowship 
anonymous)  meetings  for  those  in 
recovery  and  those  wanting  God  to  work 
in  their  lives.  Many  individuals  in  recov¬ 
ery  feel  God  or  Christians  have  let  them 
down,  and  do  not  want  to  attend 
church.  Some  cannot  overcome  feelings 
of  guilt  and  shame  and  are  unable  to 
worship  within  a  faith  community  at  this 
time. 

Arends  actively  pursues  all  avenues  of 
funding  in  the  forms  of  grants,  individ¬ 
ual  gifts  and  corporate  donations. 
Additional  funding  is  currently  needed, 
in  addition  to  volunteers  to  maintain 
Azalea  Gardens.  For  additional  informa¬ 
tion,  please  visit  www.paracletia.org. 


Youth  Director  Needed 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Gonzales  is  now  taking  applica¬ 
tions  for  a  part-time  youth  director.  We  are  looking  for  someone 
to  provide  overall  leadership  for  our  youth  ministry,  someone  who 
is  committed  to  leading  our  youth  to  a  deeper  personal  relation¬ 
ship  with  Jesus  Christ.  Strong  youth  program  already  established 
complete  with  loving  youth,  reliable  adult  volunteers  and  a  very 
supportive  congregation.  Send  resume  to  First  UnitedMethodist 
Church  -P  O.  Box  252-  Gonzales,  LA  70707  or  e-mail  to 
fumcgonzales@hotmail.com.  For  more  information  contact 
Veronica  Pritchard  at  (225)  647-4678. 


Dino-mania 

Cade  Nelson  and  Katie 
Cloud  were  among  a 
group  from  the  district 
that  visited  the  Mall  of 
Louisiana  in  Baton 
Rouge  when  the 
'dinosaurs'  came  to  visit. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  Baton  Rouge  District  Communication  Advisor: 

Lyn  Sheehan 
RO.  Box  250 
Jackson,  LA  70748 
(225)  634-7408 
lyn_sheehan@homiail.com 
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Photos  by  Jim  Anderson 

Dr.  Eddie  Fox,  the  Methodist  World  Evangelist,  and  Dr.  George  Morris  held  the  last  of 
two  workshops  on  "Sharing  Your  Faith"  with  nearly  500  persons  attending  one  of 
the  two  events,  held  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  and  Trinity 
UMC,  Ruston,  above  middle.  Dr.  Fox  told  the  moving  story  of  how  Muslims  have 
been  converted  to  Christ  and  have  become  United  Methodist  pastors.  More  than 
$33,000  was  raised  for  the  construction  of  a  Methodist  church  in  Bulgaria  which  will 
serve  these  converts.  Gifts  are  still  being  accepted  to  reach  a  goal  of  $40,000  toward 
the  Bulgaria  project  Checks  may  be  made  to  the  La.  Annual  Conference  and  noted 
"for  Bulgaria  Church".  All  funds  should  be  sent  by  March  31.  Volunteers  will  build 
the  church,  and  hope  to  achieve  an  Easter  Sunday  goal  for  beginning  construction. 
Bishop  William  Hutchinson  also  spoke  at  the  event,  top. 


Children  /  from  page  1 


fully  weigh  the  consequences  of  our 
actions  for  the  future.  The  Bishops  of 
the  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  Annual 
Conferences,  with  the  Environmental 
Justice  program  of  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  and  the 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi 
Conference  Boards  of  Church  and 
Society,  are  sponsoring  Project 
REACH  -  Religion,  Environment  and 
Children’s  Health.  This  is  a  grassroots 
project  that  is  training  teams  of  vol¬ 
unteers  to  assess  environmental 
threats  in  their  own  communities 
and  to  come  up  with  site-specific 
solutions.  The  volunteers  will  partici¬ 
pate  in  a  two  year  program. 

They  will  investigate  conditions  in 


their  conference,  identify  needs, 
develop  and  implement  strategies  to 
address  priority  issues  in  children’s 
health  related  to  environmental 
causes.  The  first  training  session  was 
held  Jan.  31 -Feb.  2  at  the  Duncan  M. 
Gray  Conference  Center  in  Canton, 
Mississippi. 

As  United  Methodists  we  can 
make  a  difference  by  becoming 
aware  of  environmental  threats  to 
our  children  and  by  taking  action  to 
improve  these  conditions.  For  more 
information  or  to  join  the  team,  con¬ 
tact  Rev.  Alfred  Bakewell ,  (504)  394- 
1976,  abakewell@cmaaccess.com  or 
Sarah  Schoeffler,  (337)  234-4042, 
cadistyle@aol.com. 


UM  membership  sees  U.S.  drop,  world  gains 


(UMNS)  -  U.S.  membership  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  continued 
to  decline,  but  overseas  gains  have  offset 
the  decrease  so  that  total  worldwide 
membership  remains  about  9.8  million. 
In  addition,  average  attendance  at 
Sunday  morning  worship  services  has 
grown  substantially. 

Some  8.3  million  U.S.  members  and 
1.5  million  in  Europe,  Africa  and  the 
Philippines  make  up  the  denomination’s 
total,  according  to  official  statistics  for 
2001  (the  latest  available),  compiled  by 
the  denomination’s  General  Council  on 


Finance  and  Administration  in 
Evanston,  Ill.  That’s  a  drop  of  slightly 
more  than  43,200  from  2000. 

The  number  has  fallen  since  1965, 
when  the  combined  membership  of  the 
church’s  two  predecessor  denomina¬ 
tions  totaled  11.5  million.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  was  formed  in  1968 
by  the  union  of  the  Methodist  Church 
and  the  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church. 

Of  the  8.3  million  United  Methodists 
in  the  United  States,  44,539  are  clergy, 
and  the  rest  are  lay  members. 


Creative  Giving  Administrative  Assistant 

The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 

is  seeking  an  energetic  administrative  professional  who  desires  to  work 
on  a  half-time  basis  in  a  faith-based  environment.  Excellent  verbal  and 
written  communication  skills  are  needed  to  support  VP  in  developing  and 
managing  creative  giving  effort  of  the  Foundation. 

E-mail  and  mail  resume  and  cover  letter  to  robfairly@aol.com  and  527 
North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


Jars  of  Clay  /  Caedmon's  Call  Concert 

Thursday,  March  6th  2003 

Fant-Ewing  Coliseum  at  University  of  Louisiana,  Monroe 
Sponsored  by  Northeast  Campus  Ministry  and  88.7  the  Cross 
Tickets  available  at  all  area  Christian  Book  Stores  and 
the  Northeast  Campus  Ministry  and  BCM  at  ULM 

Ticket  prices:  Advance  $15.00  /  $17.00  at  the  Door  /  $20.00 

Gold  Circle 

$12.50  for  Groups  of  15  or  more  /  $12.50  College  Students 

with  ID 

Northeast  Campus  Ministry  and  88.7  the  Cross  are  both 
non-profit  Christian  ministries  and  any  profit  from  this 
concert  will  be  used  to  promote  Christian  Ministry  on  the 

campus  of  ULM. 
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Igniting  Ministry  campaign  slated  for  April  9-1 9 


Annual 

Conference 

2003 

"Being  Perfected 
in  Unity...that  the 
World  May 
Know." 

Centenary  College 
Shreveport 

June  4-7 


Pre-Conference 
Report  to  post 

All  Lay  Members  of  the  Annual 
Conference  are  encouraged  to  down¬ 
load  their  copy  of  the  2003  Pre- 
Conference  Report  from  the  confer¬ 
ence  website,  www.la-umc.org,  after 
April  8. 

If  you  have  no  possibilities  for 
access  to  a  computer  and  the  inter¬ 
net,  you  may  send  in  a  written 
request  for  a  hard  copy  of  the  report 
from  Carl  Rhoads  III,  conference  sec¬ 
retary,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge 
LA  70802.  Your  request  must  include 
your  name,  district,  local 
church, mailing  address  and  phone 
number.  Your  copy  of  the  report  will 
be  available  to  you  at  your  district 
pre-conference  training.  We  must 
receive  your  request  for  a  hard  copy 
by  April  1,  2003  in  order  to  fill  your 
request. 

Camping  2003  /3 
Sr.  High  Retreats  /8 


A  matching  funds  grant  from  United 
Methodist  Communications  will  support 
a  statewide  Igniting  Ministry  television 
campaign  scheduled  for  April  9-19. 

A  total  buy  of  $62,226  will  be  placed 
on  local  network  channels  throughout 
the  conference  during  the  two  weeks 
prior  to  Easter,  which  falls  on  April  20. 


UMCOR  at  Sager-Brown  is  sending 
out  an  urgent  request  for  items  critically 
needed  at  the  depot  for  the  assembling 
and  sending  of  kits. 

“The  UMCOR  Depot  has  never  been 
as  low  on  material  resources  as  it  is  at 
the  present  time.  The  above  items  are 


The  spots  will  run  concurrently  with  a 
national  television  buy  set  to  run  on  net¬ 
work  and  cable  channels  during  the 


needed  in  large  quantities.  It  takes 
30,000  of  every  item  used  in  a  kit  to  fill 
one  cargo  container  with  boxes  of  kits,” 
said  Gwen  Redding,  executive  director. 

Individual  districts  in  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  are  requested  to  col¬ 
lect  and  send  specific  items  in  order  to 


flight  dates. 

Television  time  has  been  reserved  in 
seven  Louisiana  markets,  covering  the 
entire  conference. 

A  schedule  of  spots  purchased  can  be 
viewed  online  at  www.la-umc.org,  and 
will  be  published  in  the  March  28  issue 
of  Louisiana  Now! 


help  the  depot  bolster  its  supplies.  By 
district,  the  items  are: 

Acadiana — 30  centimeter  rulers 
(must  have  centimeter  markings) 
Alexandria — terrycloth  washcloths 

See  UMCOR,  page  8 


Christina  Gray  stands  in  front  of  a  mural  she  painted  for  the  rotation  Sunday  School  program  at  St.  Paul's  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Monroe.  Photo  by  Dan  Currier/The  News-Star. 

With  rotation,  variety  is  the  spice  of  Sunday  school 


BY  CHUCK  CANNON 
THE  NEWS-STAR 

For  Brady  McMillin,  Sunday  school 
used  to  be  a  “little  boring.” 

“Our  classrooms  were  sort  of  plain 
looking  and  it  was  like  a  lecture,” 
McMillin  said.  "It  was  more  like 


another  day  of  regular  school.” 

But  all  that  changed  when  St.  Paul’s 
United  Methodist  Church  experi¬ 
mented  with  a  new  idea  in  Sunday 
school — “Workshop  Rotation  Sunday 
School.” 

“We  thought  this  might  be  some¬ 


thing  that  would  be  more  exciting  for 
our  students,  and  help  them  retain 
the  Bible  stories  we  were  teaching,” 
said  Jill  Mouk,  director  of  youth  and 
educational  ministries  at  the  church. 

See  Rotation,  page  7 


UMCOR  issues  urgent  request  for  districts  to  gather  supplies 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

An  Ash  Wednesday  Walk 


My  first  encounter  with  the  world 
outside  my  door  on  Ash  Wednesday 
was  quickly  met  with  disappointment 
and  just  a  little  anger.  As  I  walked  to 
the  street  to  retrieve  the  morning 
paper  I  saw  mud  slung  all  over  the 
driveway.  Looking  at  my  yard  I  saw 
several  ugly  ruts  that  had  been  created 
by  some  late  night  Mardi  Gras  reveler. 
My  well-manicured  lawn  was  now  a 
muddy,  rutted  mess.  I  wasn’t  happy! 

As  I  began  my  morning  walk  I  pon¬ 
dered  the  thought,  “This  is  like  many 
people’s  lives  I  know.  They  bear  the 
scars  of  some  uncaring,  insensitive  per- 
son(s)  who  have  run  over  them  in  vari¬ 
ous  ways  and  have  heavily  scarred  their 
lives.”  The  words  of  an  old  country  song 
began  to  play  on  the  jukebox  of  my 
mind,  “She’s  been  walked  on  and 
stepped  on  so  many  times;  and  I  hate  to 
admit  it,  but  the  last  footprint’s  mine.” 

Knowing  the  liturgical  words  of  Lent 
that  I  was  going  to  encounter  later  in 
the  day,  my  thoughts  raced  to  mortali¬ 
ty.  “Remember  that  you  are  dust,  and 
to  dust  you  shall  return.  Repent  and 
believe  the  gospel.”  IfIam“sosoon 
done  for  that  I  wonder  what  I  was 
begun  for,”  then  I  should  repent, 
believe  the  gospel  and  make  a  positive 
contribution  to  life  in  the  time  I  have. 
What  is  more  positive  than  the  encour¬ 
agement,  strengthening  and  building 
up  of  the  lives  of  the  people  we  meet 
along  the  way?  We  can  either  leave 
blessings  and  affirmation  in  our  wake 
or  we  can  leave  disfiguring,  damaging 
marks  on  the  souls  and  lives  of  people. 

There’s  always  been  much  talk 
about  “freedom  from  the  law”  in  the 
Christian  faith.  But  that  doesn’t  trans¬ 
late  into  having  freedom  to  do  whatev¬ 
er  we  please.  If  we’re  going  to  be 
Christian,  the  only  freedom  we  have  is 
the  freedom  to  be  Christ  like.  That  is  a 
fairly  restricted  life  style!  It  is  freedom 


within  limits.  It 
does  not  allow  for 
running  over 
another  person  and 
causing  him/her 
harm  and  damage. 

In  the  final 
analysis  the  ques¬ 
tion  for  our  lives  is, 
"Did  we  act  in 
accord  with  God’s 
will  for  us  and  for 
those  whom  God 
came  to  redeem?  Have  we  been 
redemptive  in  our  actions  toward  oth¬ 
ers  or  have  we  been  destructive?” 

I  have  this  very  strong  feeling  that 
when  God  walks  out  to  survey  that 
which  God  loves  and  has  created,  that 
there  is  no  sense  of  joy  or  approval 
when  God  sees  the  destruction  that  has 
been  caused  in  peoples  lives.  God  is 
especially  grieved  when  those  who  pro¬ 
claim  loyalty  and  discipleship  to  Jesus 
Christ  have  caused  that  destruction. 

In  these  days  of  Lent  I  pray  I  will  be 
keenly  conscious  of  the  people  I 
encounter  and  that  I  will  be  enabled  to 
be  a  positive  presence  in  their  life.  I 
pray  I  will  not  be  a  negative  presence 
and  that  my  encounters  with  God's 
children  will  not  leave  any  marks  of 
destruction.  It’s  a  calling  we  all  have  in 
this  journey  toward  perfection  in  love 
where  we  always  desire  the  highest 
good  for  the  other  person. 

“Guide  us,  O  thou  great  Jehovah, 
pilgrims  through  this  barren  (and  rut¬ 
ted)  land.” 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fell  iJdU****^ 

RS.  In  the  next  issue  of  Louisiana 
Now!  I’ll  give  you  another  parable  pro¬ 
ducing  incident  I  learned  on  this  Ash 
Wednesday  Walk. 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 
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http://www.la-umc.org 


Close  to  30  clergy  attended  a  workshop  on  stewardship  sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  on  Feb.  22,  with  Dr.  Herman  Norman  of 
Genesis  Group  serving  as  keynote  speaker. The  workshop  was  held  in  connection 
with  the  “Strengthening  the  Black  Church"  initiative  in  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Moving  Day  -  June  1 2, 2003 

Due  to  the  close  of  Annual  Conference  on  Saturday,  June  7, "Moving  Day"  for  pastors  is 
now  falling  on  Thursday,  June  1 2, 2003. The  shift  from  Tuesday  to  Thursday  allows  more 
preparation/packing  time  for  those  moving. 


Important  Dates  Concerning 

the 

2003  Annual  Conference 

March  24 

Registration  information  for  housing,  meals  and  child  care  are 
mailed. 

April  1 

Forms  for  housing  and  meal  registration  are  accepted. 

April  30 

Pre-conference  report  available  on  Conference  website 
www.la-umc.org) 

Pre-conference  trainings,  by  District: 

May  4 

Alexandria,  2:30-4  p.m.,  Newman  UMC  in  Alexandria 

Acadiana,  5:30-7  p.m.,  First  UMC  in  Lafayette 

Northshore,  3-4:30  p.m.,  First  UMC  in  Hammond 

New  Orleans,  6-7:30  p.m.,  First  UMC  in  New  Orleans 

May  5 

Acadiana,  6:30-8  p.m.,  Pharr  Chapel  in  Morgan  City 

May  6 

Baton  Rouge,  6-7:30  p.m.,  First  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge 

May  18 

Lake  Charles,  2:30-4  p.m.,  University  UMC  in  Lake  Charles 

Monroe,  2:30  p.m.-4  p.m.,  Rayville  UMC 

Ruston,  5-6:30  p.m.,  Grace  UMC  in  Ruston 

May  19 

Shreveport,  6:30-8  p.m.,  First  UMC  in  Bossier  City 

listening  post' meetings  called  on  re-districting 


Special  meetings  have  been  called  in 
all  nine  districts  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  to  address  questions  con¬ 
cerning  the  final  reports  of  a  Re- 
Districting  Task  Force  and  a  Conference 
Staffing  Task  Force,  both  put  in  place 
after  the  2002  Annual  Conference. 

These  "listening  post”  meetings  are  in 
addition  to  and  separate  from  Pre- 
Conference  trainings  being  held  in  each 
district.  These  special  gatherings  are 
open  to  anyone  wishing  to  learn  more 
about  the  contents  of  the  reports  and  to 
have  questions  answered  regarding 
those  contents.  The  date,  time  and  place 
by  district  are  as  follows: 

Acadiana,  March  30, 4  p.m.,  Asbury 


UMC,  Lafayette 

Alexandria,  April  14,  3  p.m.,  Newman 
UMC,  Alexandria 

Baton  Rouge,  April  16,  2  p.m., 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
Lake  Charles,  March  23,  2:30  p.m., 
University  UMC,  Lake  Charles 

Monroe,  April  27,  2  p.m.,  Lea  Joyner 
Memorial  UMC,  Monroe 

New  Orleans,  March  24, 3  p.m., 
Cornerstone  UMC,  New  Orleans 
North  Shore,  April  14,  7  p.m.,  First 
UMC,  Hammond 

Ruston,  April  27, 3  p.m.,  First  UMC, 
Arcadia 

Shreveport,  March  23,  3  p.m.,  St. 
Luke’s  UMC,  Shreveport 


CAMPING 

CONNECTION 


“The  mission  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  Camp  and  Retreat  Ministry  is  to  create  environments 
of  Christian  hospitality  and  learning  designed  to  help  people  affirm  and  expand  their  faith  in  God  and 
their  service  as  Christian  disciples’  grow  in  wisdom  and  self-esteem;  develop  lifestyles  of  loving  inter 
dependence  with  all  creation.  ” 

Celebrate  Camping! 


What  do  you  know  about  Christian 
Camping  in  the  Louisiana  Conference? 

Do  you  know  that  we  are  all  dedicat¬ 
ed  to  enriching  the  lives  of  children  and 
adults  through  the  camp  experience? 

We  are  Caney  Conference  Centre, 
directed  by  Rev.  Terral  Lowe,  in  Minden; 
Camp  Istrouma,  directed  by  Mr.  David 
Brignac,  in  Greenwell  Springs;  and 
Uskichitto  Retreat  Center,  directed  by 
Mrs.  Sammie  King,  in  LeBlanc. 

Christian  camping  in  Louisiana  has 
been  alive  and  well  “longer  than  we  can 
remember”  according  to  Rev.  Terral 
Lowe  who  also  says  there  was  camping 
before  1939  at  Camp  Brewer.  In  the  1952 
Louisiana  Conference  Journal  the  report 
to  Annual  conference  from  the  General 
Board  of  Education  states  there  were  65 
Camp  Leaders  at  the  annual  three-day 
camp  training  event  and  that  more  than 
2,300  people  participated  in  camping 
events  in  1951.  The  1953  report  to 
Annual  Conference  report  said,  “camp¬ 
ing  was  alive  and  growing”  with  over 
2600  people  involved  in  the  camping 
program.  What  a  rich  heritage  we  have. 
Do  you  remember  any  of  these  names: 
Brady  Foreman,  Garland  Dean,  Rex  and 
Bertha  Squyres,  Don  Risinger,  David  and 
Elaine  Strozier?  There  are  many  more 
that  could  be  added  to  that  list  including 
Terral  and  Evelyn  Lowe.  They  are  all  an 
important  part  of  our  rich  heritage  of 
Christian  Camping  that  continues,  as 
Terrall  Lowe  says,  to  “Love  God,  Love 
Children  and  introduce  them  to  one 
another”. 

With  that  heritage  comes  responsibil¬ 
ity  and  challenge.  Today  our  summer 
camping  programs  serve  from  1500  to 


2000  children  and  youth,  and  our  year 
round  camps  and  retreat  centers  serve 
another  10,000  campers  of  all  ages. 

All  three  of  our  United  Methodist 
Camp  and  Retreat  Centers,  Caney, 
Istrouma  and  Uskichitto,  believe  that 
camping  is  a  vital  part  of  the  church’s 
total  program  because  we  exist  to  minis¬ 
ter  to  the  needs  of  everyone  we  can 
reach,  to  transform  lives  and  to  instill  a 
burning  hunger  for  God! 

“One  week  of  summer  camp  equals 
one  year  of  Sunday  school,”  and  the 
memories  are  irreplaceable  reported  one 
speaker  at  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Camp  Leaders  event  this  January  at 
wliich  Louisiana  was  represented  by  10 
Clergy  and  lay  camp  leaders. 

Great  emphasis  is  placed  on  our  sum¬ 
mer  camp  programming.  We  have 
sought  diligently  to  utilize  the  resources 


of  the  out-of-doors  to  teach  our  campers 
about  the  wonder  and  vitality  of  the 
world  and  the  greatness  and  majesty  of 
our  God  who  created  the  world.  “The 
world  teaches.” 

Church  camp  provides  a  unique 
opportunity  for  campers  and  their  lead¬ 
ers  to  explore  and  learn  from  the  world 
about  them.  The  world  becomes  the 
classroom  where  campers  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  see,  to  taste,  to  smell,  to  hear, 
and  to  touch  so  that  they  might  come  to 
appreciate  the  world  a  little  more  and  so 
that  they  might  come  to  know  a  little 
better  the  great  and  loving  God  who  cre¬ 
ated  such  a  magnificent  world. 

In  the  camp  setting,  as  campers  and 
their  leaders  live  together  24  hours  a  day, 
many  opportunities  arise  for  the 
Christian  counselor  to  share  what  faith 
has  to  say  about  life  as  it  is  really  being 


lived.  Reconciliation  becomes  not  just  a 
biblical  or  theological  concept  to  be 
explored  in  a  study  session;  it  becomes 
real.  Love  and  acceptance  are  not  just 
talked  about  but  are  expressed  in  action 
when  the  small  group  reaches  out  to  one 
another.  Christian  community  is  felt,  not 
talked  about.  It  is  when  the  counselor 
and  campers  reflect  on  their  life  together 
that  the  Christian  faith  becomes  alive 
and  relevant. 

Camping  does  have  a  place  in  the 
overall  Christian  education  program  of 
the  church,  and  we  realize  that  we  must 
do  our  best  to  see  that  these  possibilities 
and  potentials  are  realized. 

Our  summer  camp  programs  are 
designed  to  offer  these  opportunities  to 
explore  Christian  faith.  Campers  have 
the  chance  to  explore  worship  in  new 
and  exciting  ways  designed  to  capture 
their  energy  and  enthusiasm.  Through 
experiences  in  the  beauty  of  God’s  cre¬ 
ation,  development  of  relationships  with 
other  Christians,  campers  of  all  ages  are 
furthered  on  their  journey  to  develop 
into  mature  Christian  men  and  women. 

Camp  has  had  a  profound  influence  on 
the  spiritual  journeys  of  so  many  of  God’s 
children  including  each  of  us,  your  camp 
directors,  and  we  intend  to  continue  to 
“pass  it  on”  as  we  work  together  for  you. 

With  enthusiastic  volunteer  camp 
deans,  clergy  and  counselors  we  believe 
we  will  have  the  best  summer  teams 
ever.  We  pray  that  being  on  the  staffs  at 
Caney,  Istrouma  and  Uskichitto  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  one  of  our  traditions  as  sum¬ 
mer  campers  become  staff  members 
and  go  to  college  and  return  home  to 
serve  in  our  local  churches. 


The  Ministry  we  share  at  our  three  tri-district  camps  is  expressed  best  in  this  verse: 


“Called  as  partners  in  Christ’s  service,  called  to  ministries  of  grace. 
We  respond  with  deep  commitment  fresh  new  lines  of  faith  to  trace. 
May  we  learn  the  art  of  sharing,  side  by  side  and  friend  with  friend. 
Equal  partners  in  our  caring  to  fulfill  God’s  chosen  end. 
...Make  us  partners  in  our  living,  our  compassion  to  increase. 
Messengers  of  faith,  thus  giving  hope  and  confidence 
And  peace.”  -  Jane  Parker  Huber 
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Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  offers  new  ways  to  worship,  build  relationships 


Summer  Camp  Schedule 

Youth  Camp 

June  9-13  ‘Grades  4th  &  Sth 
$  145 

Teen  Camp 

June  16-20  ‘Grades  6th-9th 
$155 

Senior  High  Camp 

June  23-27  Grades  9th-1 2th 
$155 

Discovery  Camp 

July  7-9  ‘Grades  2nd  &  3rd 
$85 

Youth  Camp  II 

July  14-18  ‘Grades  4th-6th 
$145 

Adventure  Camp 

July  21-25  ‘Grades  7th-1 2th 
$155 

First  Time  Camp 

JulylO&ll  ‘First Grade 
Parents  welcome  $45 

*  Completed  Grades 
Call  (337)  738-4218  for  more  info. 


Summer  camp  is  always  special, 
it  offers  campers  new  ways  to  worship  and  build  lasting 
relationships  with  other  young  Christians.  At  Uskichitto 
we  are  happy  to  announce  that  Walter  and  Jamie  Sizemore 
will  be  back  as  Staff  Coordinators,  they  offer  music  and 
worship  in  a  fun  and  meaningful  way  to  each  camper,  as 
well  as  spiritual  support  for  our  staff. 
Throughout  the  Bible  there  are  scriptures  pertaining  to 
friends,  strangers  and  loved  ones.  “Under  God's  Roof’ 
helps  children  learn  that  God's  purpose  is  to  encourage 
them  to  develop  a  strong  relationship  with  their  church 
and  those  around  them.  This  curriculum  shows  them  the 
meaning  of  being  “Under  God’s  Roof’  is  not  just  a  build¬ 
ing;  it  is  a  thought,  an  action,  a  community,  and  a  strong 
foundation.  Through  exciting  and  energetic  programs, 
summer  camp  is  designed  to  offer  campers  the  ability  to 
explore  their  faith  in  the  beauty  of  God’s  greatest  creation. 
Summer  camp  at  Uskichitto  is  unique  in  that  we  seek 
enthusiastic,  Christian  college  students  to  be  our  coun¬ 
selors.  Our  staff  is  trained  and  ready  to  facilitate  the  high¬ 
est  quality  Christian  camping  experience  possible. 

Improvements  to  Uskichitto 
We  are  excited  to  announce  this  year  new  rest¬ 
rooms  will  be  added  to  the  Pool/Pavilion  area;  and  there 
are  plans  to  add  a  new  32-bed  cabin  by  summer  2004. 
Summer  Staff  and  Program  Volunteers 
If  you  are  interested  in  being  a  counselor  or  support  staff 
please  send  resume  and  contact  information  by  March  15, 
to  URC,  PO.  Box  1 18,  LeBlanc,  LA  70651  or  e-mail  us  at 
urc@centurytel.net.  Job  descriptions  and  scholarship 
information  are  available  on  our  web  site: 
www.gbgm-umc.org/uskichitto. 


iP*5* 
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Never  be  lazy  in  yoUR  work,  but  serve  the  Lord 
enthusiastically.  ROMANS  12:11 
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Camp  Istrouma  explores  how  outdoor 
ministry  builds  relationship  with  God 


For  more  than  forty  years,  Camp 
Istrouma  has  attracted  thousands  of 
children  and  youth  to  its  Summer 
Camping  Sessions.  Situated  on  167  acres 
of  scenic  beauty,  Camp  Istrouma  is 
located  approximately  15  miles  north¬ 
east  of  Baton  Rouge  on  Greenwell 
Springs  Road.  Campers  from  Baton 
Rouge,  New  Orleans,  Lafayette,  North 
Shore,  and  even  Shreveport  areas  come 
each  year  to  participate  in  a  week  of 
exciting  activities  such  as  Bible  study, 
recreation,  swimming,  crafts,  nature 
study,  hiking,  singing,  worship,  sharing, 
and  other  special  events. 

This  summer,  with  the  addition  of  a 
seven-acre  lake,  campers  will  be  able  to 
engage  in  adventure  activities  such  as  a 
100  ft.  zipline,  a  monster  blob  and  a  100 
ft.  waterslide.  The  camp  will  also  provide 
a  low  ropes  course  experience  for  all 
campers. 

The  sessions  are  all  staffed  by  experi¬ 
ence  and  trained  Directors  and  coun¬ 
selors,  such  as  ministers,  Christian 
Education  directors,  Children  and  Youth 
Coordinators,  schoolteachers,  college 
students,  licensed  lifeguards,  and  a  full¬ 
time  Camp  Superintendent,  who  resides 
on  the  camp  site. 

Campers  and  staff  all  have  one  thing 
in  common;  they  come  seeking  to  find 
God.  They  find  Him  in  the  beauty  and 
majesty  of  the  forest,  the  song  sounds  of 
animal  life,  in  worship  and  sharing,  in 
laughter  of  good  friends,  and  the 
warmth  of  a  hug. 


Camp  Istrouma  has  two  lodges,  one 
for  boys,  and  the  other  for  girls,  and 
each  lodge  is  furnished  with  sixty  beds, 
for  a  total  capacity  of  120  at  each  ses¬ 
sion.  The  lodges  are  air-conditioned, 
with  bathroom  facilities  in  each  room. 
Campers  should  register  early,  as  a  num¬ 
ber  are  turned  away  in  most  sessions 
due  to  lack  of  beds. 

For  each  weekly  session,  campers 
arrive  on  Monday  morning,  and  stay  at 
camp  each  night,  leaving  on  Friday 
morning,  except  for  younger-aged 
groups,  who  leave  on  Thursday. 

Each  weekly  session  follows  a  uni¬ 
form  theme,  and  the  2003  theme  is  enti¬ 
tled  "Under  God’s  Roof.”  During  the 
week,  The  Bible  studies  on  the  theme 
will  stress  how  Outdoor  ministry  helps 
to  bring  persons  into  a  deeper  relation¬ 
ship  with  God  through  Jesus  Christ,  their 
neighbor  and  creation. 

The  Camp  Istrouma  Summer 
Program  for  children  and  youth  is 
designed  to  develop  an  awareness  of 
and  appreciation  for  God’s  world  and 
our  place  in  it,  to  foster  opportunities  for 
Christian  worship  and  fellowship,  and  to 
provide  experiences  in  living  in  a 
Christian  community. 

Each  week,  participation  is  limited  to 
a  different  age  or  grade  level,  such  as 
younger  elementary  (grades  3  &  4),  older 
elementary  (grades  5  &  6),  Junior  High 
(grades  7  &  8),  and  Senior  High  (for 
grades  8  through  1 1).  Cost  is  $155  per 
camper. 


For  more  information,  call  (225)  665-8006  or 
(225)  261-2089.  Visit  our  web  site, 
Camplstrouma.com  and  view  over  900  pictures 
and  cool  videos  of  our  summer  camp  program. 
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Caney  Conference  Centre  in  Minden  brings  youth  together 'Under  God's  Roof' 


Second  Elementary  Camp '02 


Caney  Conference  Center 

2003  Summer  Camps 


June  16-20 
June  20-22 
June  30-July  4 
July  7-11 
July  14-18 
July  28-  August  1 


First  Elementary 
Pre-Camp 
First  Junior  High 
Senior  High 
Second  Junior  High 
Second  Elementary 


For  more  information ,  call  (318)  377-6756. 


Noel  United  Methodist  Church  Youth  Choir  at  the  Caney  Conference  Centre,  above;  2003  Counselors  in  Training,  below. 


Pre-Camp  begins  at  1  p.m.  on 
Friday  and  ends  at  2  p.m.  on 
Sunday. 

All  others  begin  at  1  p.m.  on 
Monday  and  end  at  10  a.m.  on 
Friday. 

Registration  Fees:  Pre-Camp 
$65;  Other  Camps  $120. 

Registration  Fees  include  sales 
tax.  Registrations  must  be  received 
by  the  camp  two  full  weeks  prior 
to  the  camp  which  you  are  to 
attend. 

For  other  information,  please 
contact  Terral  Lowe  at  (318)  377- 
6756  or  (318)  377-6553. 

The  mailing  address  is:  RO.  Box 
707,  Minden,  LA  71058-0707. 
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Rotation, 
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Last  August,  the  church  formally 
“kicked  off”  the  Sunday  school  year 
by  dedicating  a  mural  that  not  only 
brings  alive  the  story  of  creation,  but 
brightens  the  once  institution-white 
walls  of  the  kindergarten  through 
sixth  grade  Sunday  school  wing. 

"We  have  had  so  many  positive 
comments  about  the  mural,”  Mouk 
said.  “It’s  just  incredible  how  much  it 
adds  to  the  church.” 

The  artists,  Christina  Gray  and  Tito 
Bonilla,  depict  the  story  of  creation  as 
told  in  the  first  three  chapters  of  the 
Book  of  Genesis. 

“We  studied  each  panel  out,”  Gray 
said,  in  explaining  the  work  that  went 
into  their  creation.  “We  took  it  from 
‘In  the  beginning,  God  created  light,’ 
to  the  fall  of  man  in  the  Garden  of 
Eden.” 

Along  the  way,  Gray  and  Bonilla 
depict  the  division  of  water  from  land, 
the  creations  of  birds,  fish  and  other 
animals  and  the  separation  of  dark¬ 
ness  and  light. 

Satan,  in  the  Genesis-form  of  the 
serpent,  even  makes  an  appearance. 

“We  show  the  serpent  entwined 
around  the  tree,”  Gray  said.  “That’s 
symbolic  of  how  Satan  tries  to 
entwine  himself  in  our  lives.  The  tree 
also  represents  how  our  Lord  died — 
on  a  wooden  cross.” 

After  being  greeted  by  the  mural, 
students  then  move  into  one  of  six 
classrooms  for  their  Sunday  school 
lesson. 

“Our  students  are  divided,  by 
grades,  into  six  groups,”  Mouk  said. 
“Each  week,  for  six  weeks,  they  visit  a 
different  classroom,  and  get  a  differ¬ 
ent  look  at  the  same  Bible  lesson.” 

The  six  different  classrooms 
include  the  following: 

Let  There  Be  Light — A  drama  les¬ 


son,  complete  with  stage,  costumes 
and  directors’  chairs,  where  students 
act  out  the  lesson. 

Creation  Studio — An  art-based  les¬ 
son  where  students  create  artwork. 

Games  People  Play — An  opportu¬ 
nity  for  students  to  play  games, 
indoors  and  outside,  that  center  on 
the  lesson. 

Captain  Paul’s  Wharf— A  class  where 
students  cook  Biblical-type  foods  that 
are  associated  with  the  lesson. 

Camp  Eden — A  campfire-type  set¬ 
ting  where  students  get  into  the 
“meat”  of  the  Bible  story. 

Each  classroom  is  painted  and  dec¬ 
orated  to  match  its  theme,  so  there  are 
no  bare  walls  for  students  to  stare  at. 

“We  just  believe  the  total  atmos¬ 
phere  makes  for  a  better  learning  envi¬ 
ronment  for  our  children,”  Mouk  said. 

McMillin  agrees.  “This  is  much  bet¬ 
ter,”  he  said.  "You  get  to  learn  more,  in 
different  areas,  and  you  learn  it  differ¬ 
ently  each  time.” 

McMillin’s  younger  brother,  Cody, 
said  he  also  likes  the  new  program. 
“The  drama  is  fun,”  Cody  said.  “You 
get  to  dress  up  and  act  like  you  were 
in  Bible  times.” 

Both  McMillins  enjoy  the  cooking 
class,  but  for  different  reasons.  “I  like 
the  cooking  because  you  get  to  eat,” 
Brady  McMillin  said. 

Cody  McMillin  disagreed.  “I  like 
watching  them  cook,  but  the  food 
tastes  yucky,”  he  said. 

But  more  importantly,  according  to 
the  boys’  mother,  Leesa  McMillin,  the 
youngsters  are  excited  about  Sunday 
school. 

“I  definitely  think  my  kids  are  more 
excited,”  she  said.  “The  transforma¬ 
tion  of  this  area,  from  a  solid  white 
background  to  all  of  this  color  is  awe¬ 
some,  and  I  think  the  kids  agree.” 


Black  Methodist  meeting  set  for  April 


The  national  meeting  of  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal,  Inc.  will 
be  held  April  2-5  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  at 
the  Wilshire  Grand  Hotel.  The  theme  for 
the  event  is  “Building  Wholeness,  One 
Heart  at  a  Time,”  taken  from  Mark  6:56. 

The  sessions  will  be  led  by  bishops, 
clergy  and  laity  from  across  the  connec¬ 
tion  to  address  “building  wholeness” 
through  spiritual  formation  in  the  local 
church,  theological  and  cultural  founda¬ 
tions,  community,  worship  and  more. 

Activities  will  include  plenary  ses¬ 
sions  for  business  matters,  Bible  Study, 
and  a  service  of  remembrance  and  com¬ 
munion. 

A  new  CD  will  be  introduced  by  a  sex¬ 
tet  of  clergy,  known  as  The  Gammon 


Singers,  from  five  United  Methodist 
Conferences,  including  Drs.  Leslie  Norris 
and  George  Calvin  from  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference.  Proceeds  from  the 
sale  of  the  CD  will  benefit  a  renovation 
and  expansion  program  for  the  main 
building  at  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Officers  for  the  Louisiana  chapter  are: 
Rev.  Connie  Breaux,  president;  Rev.  Erica 
Jenkins,  interim  vice  president;  Rev. 
Yvonne  Dayries,  secretary;  and  Rev. 
James  Haynes,  chaplain. 

For  more  information  about  the  local 
chapter,  contact  Rev.  Breaux.  For  BMCR 
Headquarters /Annual  Meeting  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (937)  227-9460  or  email: 
bmcr@bmcr-umc.org. 


Wesley  Theological  Seminary  -  Prospective  Student  Day 

Mar.  25, 9  a.m.-3  p.m. 

Visit  us  to  explore  how  our  programs  can  help  you  answer  God's  call! 

Wesley  Days  are  free  and  overnight  housing  is  available. 

To  register  or  to  receive  more  information  contact: 

Office  of  Admissions,  (202)  885-8659,  or  (800)  882-4987,  ext.  1 
admiss@WesleySem.edu,  www.WesleySem.edu 


In  rotation, 'kids  don't  miss  a  Sunday' 


Lisa  Farmer  says  the  “kids  don’t  miss 
a  Sunday”  now  that  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette  has 
adopted  a  workshop  rotation  Sunday 
school  format. 

As  chair  of  the  Education  Ministry 
team,  Farmer  helped  to  introduce  the 
rotation  concept  to  First  UMC  over  a 
year  and  a  half  ago. 

“The  kids  love  it.  This  new  approach 
has  really  increased  participation  in  the 
classroom,”  she  said. 

The  church  currently  uses  a 
Cokesbury  curriculum  entided  “Power 
Express.”  Each  new  series  covers  eight 
weeks  of  classes,  and  offers  the  same 
helps  a  teacher  would  find  in  traditional 
Sunday  school  lesson  plans. 

The  difference  in  a  "rotation”  curricu¬ 
lum  is  that  each  week’s  lesson  is  imple¬ 
mented  at  one  of  eight  different  stations. 
Although  a  number  of  churches,  like  St. 
Paul’s  UMC  in  Monroe,  have  painted 
murals  to  create  a  “stage”  for  each  of  the 
eight  stations,  proponents  of  the  rota¬ 
tion  system  emphasize  that  this  concept 
can  be  implemented  without  die  use  of 
painted  murals. 

"Right  now,  we  are  studying  Noah’s 
Ark.  One  week,  the  students  visit  the 
cooking  station,  where  they  make  Pita 
Boats,  Animal  Nachos  and  blue  Kool  Aid 
with  an  ice  cube  floating  in  it  to  repre¬ 
sent  the  Ark.  Another  week,  the  science 
portion  of  the  study  finds  us  going  out¬ 
side  and  measuring  off  the  dimensions 
of  the  actual  Ark,”  said  Farmer. 

Successive  weeks  include  games,  a 
video  lesson,  music,  computer  work  and 
storytelling.  ‘A  volunteer  dresses  up  and 


acts  out  the  role  of  Noah’s  wife,  telling 
the  children  ‘what  it  was  like’  to  live  on 
the  Ark  with  her  family  and  all  those  ani¬ 
mals.  It’s  a  lot  of  fun  listening  to  the 
questions  the  children  will  ask  her,”  said 
Farmer. 

In  the  art  station,  participants  made 
rain  sticks  to  simulate  the  sound  of  the 
rain  that  Noah  endured  for  40  days  and 
40  nights.  “The  rotation  concept  is  very 
clever,  and  is  also  user  friendly  for  the 
teachers,”  Farmer  added. 

Trinity  UMC  in  Ruston  began  using 
the  workshop  rotation  format  almost 
three  years  ago.  Ann  Thompson,  minis¬ 
ter  to  families  with  children,  feels  that 
this  hands-on  approach  better  fits  the 
way  that  kids  learn. 

“The  rotation  system  is  a  lot  of  work, 
but  it’s  well  worth  it,”  said  Thompson. 

Incorporating  painted  murals  and 
sets  in  their  program,  Trinity  UMC  has 
six  different  rooms  set  up  for  this  special 
program.  “One  room  entitled  ‘IAm.com’ 
uses  oil  paintings  depicting  forms  of 
communication  throughout  the  ages, 
like  stone  tablets,  scrolls  and  a  comput¬ 
er.  Our  ‘Good  Shepherd  Tales’  room  fea¬ 
tures  painted  pasture  scenes,  rock  walls, 
and  an  artificial  campfire  that  lights  up 
and  makes  the  natural  sounds  of  a 
crackling  fire,”  said  Thompson. 

The  “Bread  of  Life  Bistro”  serves  as  a 
cooking  station  for  Sunday  school  par¬ 
ticipants,  and  the  “Creator’s  Art”  room 
features  a  huge  rainbow  made  entirely  of 
children’s  handprints. 

After  using  several  different  curricu- 
lums,  Trinity  UMC  now  uses  the  “Power 
Express”  materials  from  Cokesbury. 


Disabilities  workshop  slated  for  April 


Religious  inclusion  is  more  than  a 
weekly  visit  or  televised  ministry  to  a 
member,  who  because  of  a  disability, 
cannot  regularly  attend  services  at  their 
church.  A  congregation  is  a  worship 
community  in  and  of  itself,  and  as  a 
community,  it  is  sustained  by  the  inter¬ 
action,  contact  and  support  among  all  of 
its  members.  For  this  reason,  congrega¬ 
tions  are  beginning  to  recognize  that 
their  faith  community  is  not  complete  if 
people  who  have  disabilities  are  not  able 
to  participate  fully  in  the  worship,  rites, 
and  services  of  their  congregation. 

“That  All  May  Worship”  will  explore 
the  process  of  opening  your  congrega¬ 
tion,  both  spiritually  and  physically,  to 
individuals  with  disabilities.  The  goals 
of  this  conference  are  to: 

Create  greater  awareness  of  the  gifts 
people  with  disabilities  can  bring  to  the 
congregation  and  community. 

Facilitate  broad  inclusion  of  people 
with  disabilities  in  all  aspects  of  life. 

Help  congregations  remove  attitudi- 


nal  and  architectural  barriers  that  may 
preclude  people  with  disabilities  from 
fully  participating  in  the  life  of  the 
church. 

Who  should  attend?  We  welcome 
individuals  with  disabilities;  their  fami¬ 
lies  and  caregivers;  clergy;  students  in 
seminary,  social  work,  special  education, 
and  counseling;  interested  lay  people; 
staff  members  of  organizations  serving 
people  with  disabilities;  and  anyone  else 
who  is  interested  in  making  a  difference. 
Note:  This  conference  has  been 
approved  for  CEUs  for  United  Methodist 
ministers. 

The  conference  will  be  held  on  April 
5,  2003  at  Asbury  UMC  in  Lafayette,  LA. 
The  fee  for  the  conference  is  $15  for  one 
person  and  $25  for  couples.  The  fee 
includes  a  box  lunch  and  conference 
materials.  For  more  information  and/or 
a  registration  form,  please  contact  Tonia 
Lajaunie  at  SayMama@bellsouth.net  or 
337-989-1469.  This  event  is  being  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Acadiana  District. 


Hodge  UMC  to  celebrate  centennial 


Hodge  United  Methodist  Church  will 
hold  its  Centennial  Celebration  on 
March  23,  2003.  The  festivities  will  start 
at  9  a.m.  with  registration  and  refresh¬ 
ments. 

Worship  service  will  begin  at  10:30 
a.m.  in  the  sanctuary  with  the  Rev.  Chris 
Andrews  from  First  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge  as  guest  speaker.  Andrews  is  a  for¬ 


mer  minister  of  Hodge  UMC.  Other  for¬ 
mer  pastors  will  be  in  attendance  and 
some  will  take  part  in  the  morning  serv¬ 
ice. 

All  will  be  recognized  and  honored 
during  this  event.  Lunch  will  be  served  at 
12  n.n.  Music  and  a  time  for  former  pas¬ 
tors,  members  and  guests  to  share  their 
personal  memories  will  begin  at  1  p.m. 
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Senior  High  Retreats 

Senior  High  Retreats,  held  Feb.  7-9  and 
Feb.  14-16,  served  approximately  600 
youth  collectively.  So  many  people 
attended  the  first  retreat  at  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth,  that 
an  overflow  crowd  had  to  stay  at  Tall 
Timbers,  a  Baptist  retreat  center  in 
Alexandria.  Nearly  $3,000  was  raised 
for  Youth  Service  Fund.  Centenary 
Church  careers  Institute  facilitated, 
with  leadership  also  being  provided 
by  our  CCYM.  Our  youth  discussed  the 
topic  of  "good  and  evil,"  sharing  ideas 
on  how  we  as  Christians  make  good 
decisions  by  using  Jesus'  life  and 
teachings  as  a  model.  Lake  Charles 
(#1 )  and  New  Orleans  (#2)  were  the  top 
two  money-raising  districts  for  YSF. 


Janet  Cavalier,  Bill  Lawrence  and  Bishop  William  Hutchinson  pause  for  a  photo 
during  the  recent  Tending  Our  Lives  Together  workshop  at  the  Conference 
Center  in  Woodworth. 


Windsor  to  host  leadership  conference 


Pastors  and  laity  are  invited  to  attend 
the  Third  Annual  Leadership  and 
Ministry  Development  Conference 
sponsored  by  Windsor  Village  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Houston,  Tex.  from 
April  2-5.  The  event  will  be  held  at  The 
Power  Center,  12401  S.  Post  Oak  Rd.  in 
Houston. 

Windsor  Village  UMC  is  the  largest 
UMC  congregation  in  the  nation,  and  is 
pastored  by  Rev.  Kirbyjon  H.  Caldwell. 
Caldwell  is  the  founder  of  eight  inde¬ 
pendently  managed  community-based 
organizations  and  is  widely  recognized 
for  his  dynamic  leadership  in  communi¬ 
ty  development. 

Participants  will  hear  a  renowned 


group  of  speakers  address  such  issues  as 
“Turning  Misery  into  Ministry,” 
“Ministries  that  Work  in  Innovative 
Churches,"  “Courageous  Leadership,” 
and  "Creating  Community 
Development.” 

Interested  persons  should  mail  a 
completed  registration  form  and  a  check 
for  $90  for  each  participant  to  Bishop 
William  W.  Hutchinson,  527  North  Blvd., 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802  by  March  19. 
Registration  forms  can  be  obtained  by 
calling  Frenetta  Tate,  (713)  723-8187,  ext. 
240. 

By  mailing  Louisiana  Conference  reg¬ 
istrations  as  a  batch,  we  can  receive  this 
discounted  rate  for  the  event. 


UMCOR, 


from  page  7 


Baton  Rouge — toothpaste  (4.5  oz. 
or  larger),  soap  (bath  size  bars) 

Lake  Charles — ruled  paper  (pad, 
spiral,  or  looseleaf ) 

Monroe — cloth  baby  diapers  (no 
disposables),  baby  blankets  (receiving 
blankets) 

New  Orleans — pencil  sharpeners 
(plain,  small  individual  sharpeners 


with  no  emblems) 

North  Shore — terrycloth  hand 
towels  (15”  x  25”  or  16”  x  27”) 

Ruston — metal  nail  files  (no  emery 
boards)  or  fingernail  clippers  (no  toe¬ 
nail  clippers) 

Shreveport — sewing  scissors  (adult 
size  for  cutting  fabric),  children’s 
blunt  scissors 


Video  nights  to  feature  African-American  convocation 


Special  showings  of  videos  distrib¬ 
uted  through  the  African  American 
Pastor’s  Convocation  in  Houston  will 
be  held  throughout  the  Baton  Rouge 
District  in  March,  April  and  May. 

Leadership  and  membership  are 
invited  to  these  "Video  Nights  Out”  to 
be  "strengthened  in  their  witness.” 


The  date,  time  and  place  for  the 
remaining  video  nights  are  as  follows: 
Thurs.,  March  27,  6  p.m.,  Hughes 
UMC;  Mon.,  April  7,  6  p.m.,  St.  Mark 
UMC;  Thurs.,  May  15,  12  p.m.,  Wesley 
UMC  (for  pastors  only).  For  more 
information,  contact  the  churches 
where  each  event  is  being  held. 


Pharr  Chapel  to  mark  125th  anniversary 


Pharr  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Morgan  City  will  celebrate  its 
125th  Anniversary  on  May  17-  18,  2003. 
There  will  be  an  Open  House  on 
Saturday,  May  17  from  1-4  p.m.,  with  an 
organ  recital  by  Judy  Price. 

A  dinner  at  the  Petroleum  Club  will 
be  held  that  evening  at  6:30  p.m.  at  a 
cost  of  $20  per  person  to  be  paid  in 
advance. 


Make  checks  payable  to  Pharr  Chapel 
UMC  Anniversary  Dinner.  All  reserva¬ 
tions  should  be  received  by  May  5,  at  the 
church,  517  Federal  Ave.,  Morgan  City, 

LA  70380. 

A  service  on  Sunday  at  10:30  a.m.  will 
be  led  by  Bishop  William  W.Hutchinson, 
followed  by  a  congregational  lunch  in 
the  Fellowship  Hall.  An  Open  1  louse  will 
follow  from  2  -  4  p.m. 
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Important  changes  made  to 'Listening  Post' meeting  schedule 


Several  revisions  have  been  made  to 
the  dates  set  for  the  special  meetings 
called  in  all  nine  districts,  referred  to  as 
“listening  posts.” 

These  meetings  have  been  called  to 
address  questions  concerning  the  final 
reports  of  a  Re-Districting  Task  Force 


and  a  Conference  Staffing  Task  Force, 
both  put  in  place  after  the  2002  Annual 
Conference. 

The  Alexandria  District  will  hold  its 
“listening  post”  on  April  13  at  3  p.m.  at 
Newman  UMC,  not  on  April  14. 

The  Baton  Rouge  District  will  hold  its 


“listening  post”  on  April  6  at  2  p.m.  at 
Broadmoor  UMC,  not  on  April  16. 

The  New  Orleans  District  has 
changed  its  special  meeting  to  March  30 
at  3  p.m.  at  First  UMC,  Kenner  (previ¬ 
ously  announced  for  March  24  at 
Cornerstone  UMC). 


Share  during 
One  Great  Hour 


Please  give  generously  to  the  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing  offering, 
Sunday,  March  30. 

Your  financial  gifts  support  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief,  which  is  helping  thousands  of 
Louisiana  families  affected  by 
Hurricane  Lili  and  Tropical  Storm 
Isidore. 

Whether  it’s  flooding  or  drought, 
hurricane  or  tornado,  or  the  massive 
tragedy  caused  by  the  terrorist 
attacks  of  Sept.  11,  UMCOR  provides 
emergency  and  on-going  support 
through  grant  assistance,  technical 
aid  and  training,  volunteers  and 
resource  management. 


■  Acadiana 
District  /  4 

■  Monroe 
District  /  5 

■  North  Shore 
District  /  6 

■  New  Orleans 
District  /  7 


Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  participants  worked  to  build  a  ramp  for  a  man's  home  during  'Takin'  It  to  the  Streets'  2003  in 
Pineville.  Photo  by  Larry  Norman. 

'Takin'  It  to  the  Streets'  bridges  the  gap  in  Pineville 


First  off,  you  have  the  greatest 
Carpenter  of  all  time  on  your  crew. 

If  you  have  questions,  please 
don’t  hesitate  to  pray. 

Remember  that  we  are  to  build 
“relationships”,  not  just  ramps. 

Take  your  time;  you’ll  finish  the 
ramp. 

Those  were  the  words  that  greet¬ 
ed  those  volunteering  for  Louisiana 
Volunteer’s  in  Mission’s  sixth  annual 
“Takin’  it  to  the  Streets”  March  14- 
16,  in  the  Pineville/ Alexandria  area. 
Those  "Tips  for  Success”  reflect  the 
strong  faith  and  dedication  of  John 
Butterfield  of  Pineville  1st  UMC, 
who  directed  the  mission  effort,  the 
Pineville  area’s  second. 

Approximately  100  volunteers, 


experienced  and  non-experienced 
alike  joined  efforts  to  build  nine 
ramps  for  those  restricted  to  their 
homes  by  accident,  age  or  disease. 
Ramp  specifications  spanned  the 
imagination  from  simple  grades 
allowing  folk  to  step  down  into  their 
carports,  to  multi-phase  descents 
over  100  feet  in  length,  allowing  two 
recipients  to  move  from  their  homes 
to  ground  level  6-10  feet  below. 

Marvin  Zockert,  local  mechanical 
engineer  and  Pineville  1st  member 
visited  each  site  and  drew  up 
designs  and  blueprints  for  the  teams 
to  use.  Butterfield  and  a  dynamic 
team  of  local  volunteers  met  with 
each  recipent  prepared  the  sites  and 
delivered  materials  before  the  actual 


construction  weekend  began. 

Volunteers  from  Lea  Joyner  UM( 
in  Monroe,  who  will  host  a  Takin’  it 
to  the  Streets  later  this  year,  enjoye 
making  a  new  friend  of  one  of  the 
ramp  recipients. 

Carl  J.  McDaniel,  52,  an  army  vei 
eran,  was  diagnosed  with  Guillain- 
Barre  Syndrome  in  1995  and  has 
used  a  motorized  wheelchair  since. 
Twenty  volunteers  assembled 
McDaniel’s  ramp,  the  largest  of  the 
weekend,  working  two  days  at  the 
task  and  installing  five  platforms  as 
well  as  the  connecting  modular 
downgrades.  McDaniel,  who  enjoy 
his  independence  and  has  not  let 

See  Ramps,  page  3 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


To  the  United  Methodists  of  La. 


As  I  write  this  I  am  in  the  nation’s 
capital  attending  a  scheduled  meeting 
of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.  I  arrived  here  on  Wednesday 
afternoon,  March  19,  just  hours  before 
the  first  military  strike  in  Iraq. 

Everything  at  that  point  seemed  to 
be  the  normal  Washington  pace. 

Today,  Friday,  March  21,  continues  in  a 
“normal”  fashion  with  heightened 
security  measures  and  continual  war 
coverage  on  CNN  as  the  only  notice¬ 
able  outward  differences. 

But  I  know  that  in  the  heart  and 
soul  of  most  every  person  I  encounter 
there  is  a  great  sense  of  reflective 
quietness,  a  prayerful  attitude  for  safe¬ 
ty  and  peace,  and  a  longing  hope  that 
this  conflict  will  be  short  lived,  that 
lives  will  be  spared  and  that  an 
oppressive  regime  will  be  effectively 
dismantled  so  that  a  new  day  can 
dawn  for  Iraq  and  for  the  rest  of  the 
world. 

While  all  of  us  "deplore  war”  and 
continue  to  “urge  peaceful  settlement 
of  all  disputes  among  nations”  (Part 
164  (G)  of  the  2000  Book  of  Discipline 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church),  we 
also  are  in  prayerful  support  of  our 
President,  our  military  personnel  and 
their  families,  and  for  the  people  of 
Iraq. 

I  urge  you  to  take  time  this  Sunday 
to  pray  for  the  swift  conclusion  of  this 


conflict  and  for  a 
just  result  that  will 
improve  the  quality 
and  safety  of  life  for 
the  Iraqi  people 
and  all  who  inhabit 
this  earth.  When  we 
humble  ourselves 
and  pray,  God 
hears  our  prayer 
and  heals  our 
lands. 

My  personal  fer¬ 
vent  prayer  is  for  peace  in  our  world 
and  for  Micah’s  vision  to  become  a 
reality  in  our  day:  “and  they  shall  beat 
their  swords  into  plowshares,  and  their 
spears  into  pruning  hooks;  nation 
shall  not  lift  up  a  sword  against  nation, 
neither  shall  they  learn  war  anymore. 
But  they  shall  sit  everyone  under 
(his/her)  vine  and  under  (his/her)  fig 
tree  and  none  shall  make  them  afraid; 
for  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  hath 
spoken  it.”  (Micah  4:3b-4) 

May  God  in  Jesus  Christ  grant  us 
peace  in  all  its  forms,  and  in  the  Holy 
Spirit  grant  us  the  power  to  arrive  at 
unity  with  our  brothers  and  sisters. 

In  the  name  of  the  Prince  of  Peace, 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Louisiana  Conference  NtJWi 


William  W.  Hutchinson 
Rena  Yocom 

Betty  Backstrom 
Joshua  Lewis 


Resident  Bishop 
Executive  Director, 

Conference  Mission  and  Ministries 
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Bethany  UMC  Needs  Minister  of  Music 

Applicant  must  be  experienced  in  the  field  of  Church  music  with  the  ability  to  super¬ 
vise,  coordinate  and  be  responsible  for  the  music  ministry  of  the  church.  Must  be  dedi¬ 
cated  to  your  profession.  Applicant  must  have  leadership  ability  and  be  able  to  play  the 
Hammond  organ,  read  music,  play  Gospel  music  and  apply  it  appropriately  to  various 
performing  groups  in  the  church.  Apply  by  sending  resume  to:  Bethany  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.  O.  Box  26816,  New  Orleans,  LA  70186. 


Peter  Storey,  professor  at  Duke  Divinity  School  and  former  president  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  South  Africa,  spoke  at  Munholland  UMC's  annual  Aldersgate 
Preaching  Series  March  7-9  in  New  Orleans. 

A  native  of  South  Africa,  Dr.  Storey  was  a  national  leader  in  the  church's  struggle 
against  apartheid.  He  was  Methodist  Bishop  of  the  Johannesburg/Soweto  area 
for  1 3  years,  and  in  the  1 960s,  he  served  as  prison  chaplain  to  Nelson  Mandela  on 
Robben  Island.  Storey  brought  messages  over  the  three-day  event  centering  on 
the  theme  "All  that  God  Asks"  and  refering  to  scripture  passage  Micah  6:8. 

Storey  preached  at  all  three  Sunday  morning  services,  and  on  Friday  and 
Saturday  evenings.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 


Important  Dates  Concerning 

the 

2003  Annual  Conference 

March  24 

Registration  information  for  housing,  meals  and  child  care  are 
mailed. 

April  1 

Forms  for  housing  and  meal  registration  are  accepted. 

April  8 

Pre-conference  report  available  on  Conference  website 
www.la-umc.org) 

Pre-conference  trainings,  by  District: 

May  4 

Alexandria,  2:30-4  p.m.,  Newman  UMC  in  Alexandria 

Acadiana,  5:30-7  p.m.,  First  UMC  in  Lafayette 

Northshore,  3-4:30  p.m.,  First  UMC  in  Hammond 

New  Orleans,  6-7:30  p.m.,  place  First  UMC 

May  5 

Acadiana,  6:30-8  p.m.,  Pharr  Chapel  in  Morgan  City 

May  6 

Baton  Rouge,  6-7:30  p.m.,  place  First  UMC 

May  18 

Lake  Charles,  2:30-4  p.m.,  University  UMC  in  Lake  Charles 

Monroe,  2-4  p.m.,  place  TBA 

Ruston,  5-6:30  p.m.,  Grace  UMC  in  Ruston 

May  19 

Shreveport,  6:30-8  p.m.,  First  UMC,  Bossier  City 

Angel  Award  nomination  packets  ready 


War  maybe  thundering  overseas,  the 
national  economy  may  be  faltering,  but 
here  in  Louisiana  there  are  still  angels 
among  us.  They  are  the  people  who, 
through  extraordinary  effort  in  terms  of 
time,  talent  and  resources,  give  of  them¬ 
selves  for  the  betterment  of  the  children 
of  Louisiana. 

As  it  has  every  year  since  1995,  Blue 
Cross  and  Blue  Shield  of  Louisiana, 
through  its  subsidiary,  the  Louisiana 
Child  Caring  Foundation  Inc.,  seeks  to 
honor  eight  of  these  individuals  with  the 
presentation  of  the  Angel  Award.  The 
overall  winner  will  receive  a  $10,000 
grant  to  the  charity  of  his  or  her  choice, 
and  the  seven  finalists  will  receive  $5,000 
grants. 

A  nominee  may  be  recognized  for  his 


or  her  body  of  work  benefiting 
Louisiana’s  youth,  and  can  be  part  of  a 
group’s  effort,  although  only  individual 
volunteers,  not  groups,  can  be  nominat¬ 
ed. 

Nomination  packets  are  available  by 
calling  toll-free  (888-219-2583)  or  email¬ 
ing  Angel.Award@bcbsla.com. 
Nominations  can  also  be  accepted 
online  through  the  Blue  Cross  and  Blue 
Shield  of  Louisiana  website  at 
www.bcbsla.com.  Supplemental  infor¬ 
mation  in  support  of  the  nomination, 
including  testimonial  letters,  brochures, 
news  articles  and  photos  and  videos  are 
encouraged,  but  cannot  be  returned. 

Deadline  for  nominations  is  May  15, 
2003.  Nominees  must  be  over  age  21  to 
be  considered  for  the  Angel  Award. 
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Ramps, 


from  page  7 


Volunteers  build  a  ramp  during  'Takin'  It  to  the  Streets'  2003. 


the  extreme  difficulty  of  moving 
himself  and  his  wheelchair  from  his 
raised  home  to  access  the  local 
newspaper  and  coffee  shop  over  Vz 
mile  away  will  have  an  easier  time  of 
it  in  the  future  thanks  to  these  vol¬ 
unteers. 

"When  you  have  a  challenge  like 
the  one  I’ve  had,  it  challenges  your 
faith.  You  wonder, ‘Why  me?  I’ve 
always  been  a  good 
person... Something  like  this 
restores  your  faith,”  says  McDaniel. 

During  the  weekend,  the  volun¬ 
teers  and  local  committee  enjoyed 


fun,  fellowship,  great  music  from 
the  church’s  worship  band,  chal¬ 
lenging  devotions,  an  evening, 
seafood  meal  at  the  Alexandria 
Zoological  Park  and  the  satisfaction 
of  serving  God  in  new  and  “con¬ 
structive”  ways. 

Louisiana  VIM  will  sponsor  two 
more  Takin’  it  to  the  Streets  oppor¬ 
tunities  during  2003,  in  Monroe  and 
Lake  Charles,  Oct.  24-26. 

Contact  the  LAVIM  offices,  Larry 
Norman,  Director  at  (888)  239-4286 
or  the  Conference  web  site  for  more 
information. 


Ramp  makes  man's  life  a  lot  easier 


BY  EUGENE  SUTHERLAND 
COURTESY  OF  THE  TOWN  TALK 

With  his  arms  folded  and  a  wide 
smile  across  his  face,  Carl  J.  McDaniel  Jr. 
looked  on  as  some  neighborly  out-of- 
towners  made  his  life  a  lot  easier. 

The  strangers  from  Monroe  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  Lea  Joyner  United  Methodist 
Church.  They  were  on  hand  in  Cenla 
Saturday  to  install  a  much- needed 
wheelchair  ramp  at  McDaniel’s  Pineville 
home. 

Their  efforts  were  part  of  "Takin’  it  to 
the  Streets,”  a  statewide  program  carried 
out  by  the  United  Methodists  Saturday. 
Eight  other  homes  in  the 
Alexandria/ Pineville  area  also  received 
ramps  through  the  organization’s  efforts. 

McDaniel,  an  army  veteran,  was  diag¬ 
nosed  with  Guillain-Barre  Syndrome  in 
1995  and  has  since  been  confined  to  a 
wheelchair.  Though  he  cherishes  his 
independence,  the  52-year-old 
McDaniel  was  excited  nonetheless  for 
the  helping  hand. 

"I’m  very  tickled  and  glad  that  they’re 
doing  this  and  taking  the  time  to  do  it,” 
McDaniel  said.  “But  they’re  also  very 
professional.  All  it  took  was  a  crew  of 
people  nice  enough  and  willing  to  do  it 
and  a  little  time.  It’ll  make  things  a  lot 
easier  for  me.” 

Thanks  to  fundraising  by  the  Lea 
Joyner  church  and  local  sponsors  from 
the  Rapides  Foundation  and  Pineville 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
McDaniel  and  the  other  recipients  did 
not  have  to  pay  a  cent. 

McDaniel  was  made  aware  of  the 
program  three  weeks  ago  by  friend 


Wayne  Bynog.  It  didn’t  take  long  for  him 
to  apply.  Neither  did  it  take  the  crew  of 
about  20  long  to  assemble  the  ramp. 

Beginning  at  about  8  a.m.,  they 
brought  the  needed  materials  and  went 
to  work.  By  3:30,  an  estimated  90  per¬ 
cent  of  the  job  had  been  completed. 

Local  mechanical  engineer  and  First 
United  Methodist  Church  member 
Marvin  Zochert  laid  out  the  plans  for  the 
ramps.  The  materials  are  modular  so 
they  can  be  easily  moved  in  the  future 
from  one  location  to  another  as  the  need 
arises. 

“Fve  been  to  32  (religious)  missions  in 
Mexico  during  the  past  10  years,  Zochert 
said.  “Every  time  was  a  blessing,  because 
I  got  to  spread  the  word  of  God.  This 
time,  we’re  helping  neighbors  closer  to 
home.” 

Lea  Joyner  member  Kenny  Bostwick 
said  the  crew  will  build  two  houses  later 
this  month  in  Redbird,  Ky.  That  project 
will  be  in  rural  Appalachia. 

The  day  of  working  and  helping  oth¬ 
ers  is  clearly  its  own  reward,  he  said. 

“These  (missions)  are  always  bless¬ 
ings,  because  you’re  helping  your  neigh¬ 
bor  and  you  meet  new  church  members 
you  hadn’t  seen  before,”  Bostwick  said. 
"There’s  a  camaraderie.  We  might  enjoy 
this  more  than  those  we  help.” 

McDaniel  said  he  was  impressed  that 
he  was  not  even  asked  what  church  he 
belongs  to. 

“When  you  have  a  challenge  like  the 
one  I’ve  had,  it  challenges  your  faith.  You 
wonder,  ‘Why  me?  I’ve  always  been  a 
good  person . . .  Something  like  this 
restores  that  faith.” 


Several  recipients  of  the  Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholarship  recently  attended 
the  Legacy  Luncheon  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport.  Darrius  Hills,  left,  a 
freshman  from  Alexandria  was  the  speaker  for  the  event. 


Encounter  with  Christ  reaches  goal 


The  good  news:  United  Methodists 
throughout  the  United  States  have 
responded  to  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  challenge  to  raise 
$1,000,000  for  permanent  fund 
#025100 — Encounter  with  Christ  in 
Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean.  A 
joint  committee  of  representatives  from 
the  General  Board  and  from  CIEMAL, 
the  Council  of  Evangelical  (Protestant) 
Churches  in  Latin  America  is  meeting  to 
determine  what  ministries  will  be  the 
first  recipients  of  the  interest  generated 
by  that  fund. 

The  challenge:  In  today’s  economy,  it 
is  no  surprise  that  interest  on  $1,000,000 
will  not  go  far  in  supporting  ministries 
throughout  Latin  America  and  the 
Caribbean.  So  a  second  goal  of 
$25,000,000  is  still  out  there. 

To  help  reach  this  goal,  delegates  to 
the  2002  session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  unanimously  approved  a 
resolution  to  “encourage  each  church  to 
pay  $1  per  average  attendance  at  the 
principal  weekly  worship  service  as  a 
goal  for  supporting”  the  fund.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  churches  have  responded  to  this 
suggestion.  Is  your  congregation  one  of 


them? 

The  Encounter  with  Christ  display  at 
Annual  Conference  in  June  will  highlight 
the  churches  that  have  sent  in  their  con¬ 
tribution.  To  be  sure  your  church  is 
highlighted  here  is  what  you  can  do: 

1)  Check  to  see  if  your  treasurer  has 
sent  in  a  contribution. 

2)  If  so,  THANKS!  If  not,  find  the  sug¬ 
gested  amount  for  your  church  in  col¬ 
umn  10  of  the  statistical  table  for  your 
district  in  the  back  of  the  2002  JOURNAL. 

3)  Ask  your  church  to  send  in  that 
amount. 

Your  treasurer  will  report  it  on  line 
4600  of  the  Monthly  Remittance  Report 
and  enclose  an  Advance  Special  Sheet 
with  a  notation  that  the  amount  is  for 
the  Encounter  with  Christ  permanent 
fund  #025100. 

If  more  information  about  the  fund  is 
needed,  or  to  schedule  an  interpretation 
of  Encounter  with  Christ  in  Latin 
America  and  the  Caribbean  for  your 
church  or  small  group  contact  the  con¬ 
ference  Encounter  with  Christ  inter¬ 
preter,  Nanci  Youngblood,  4809 
Whitechapel  Blvd.,  Alexandria  71303- 
2632;  318-442-6319;  nanciyb@aol.com. 


Company  offers  churches  resources 


Local  churches  involved  in  media 
ministry  or  contemporary  worship  face 
a  weekly  dilemma:  Where  to  find  fresh, 
creative  visual  resources  to  use  in  wor¬ 
ship  services.  Resource  companies,  like 
Lumicon  out  of  Dallas,  Tex.,  provide 
much-needed  videos  and  graphics  that 
keep  any  local  church  media  ministry 
visually  supplied. 

Lumicon  Digital  Productions,  develop¬ 
ers  of  worship  resources  for  local  church 
media  ministries,  is  granting  a  license 
agreement  to  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.  This  agreement  will  make 
every  church  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
automatically  eligible  for  reduced  prices 
on  Lumicon  subscriptions. 


The  options  for  a  one-year  Lumicon 
subscription  are:  Level  3  (videos,  graph¬ 
ics  and  print  documents),  Level  2 
(graphics  and  print  documents),  and 
Level  1  (print  resources  only). 

Churches  interested  in  finding  out 
more  about  Lumicon  products  may  visit 
the  website,  www.lumicon.org,  or  call 
toll-free  866-Lumicon  (586-4266). 

Betty  Backstrom  in  the  Conference 
Communications  Office  also  has  a  CD 
presentation,  which  can  be  borrowed  to 
share  with  a  group. 

If  your  local  church  is  interested  in 
becoming  a  subscriber,  please  contact 
Betty  Backstrom,  lanow@bellsouth.net, 
or  call  (225)  346-1646  or  (888)  239-5286. 
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Throughout  the  world,  United  Methodist  Women’s  Sunday  was  celebrated  Jan. 
26,  and  the  Acadiana  District  was  no  exception.  This  year's  theme  for  United 
Methodist  Women  is  "Sing  A  New  Song."  In  different  churches  within  the  district, 
women  marched  into  the  sanctuary  carrying  musical  instruments  and  notes 
while  singing  the  theme  song.  Guest  speakers  proclaimed  the  Good  News  and 
emphasized  United  Methodist  Women's  commitment  to  mission  all  over  the 
globe.  After  a  brief  introduction  by  Mrs.  Margery  Manuel,  president  of  the 
United  Methodist  Women  unit  at  First  United  Methodist  in  Lafayette,  our  own 
District  Missioner,  Laura  Brown,  gave  an  uplifting  and  informative  message  to  all 
and  had  the  whole  congregation  clapping  and  swaying  to  the  music  of  "Sing  A 
New  Song." 


Bring  a  Bear  Sunday,  Feb.  2,  was  the  theme  for  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lafayette.  Members  of  the  congregation  brought  bears  that  were  distributed  to 
a  nursing  home  by  the  Sunday  School  Children  as  part  of  their  mission  project 
for  the  month. 


Junior  ushers  from  St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church  in  Opelousas  recently  pre¬ 
sented  fruit  baskets  to  the  sick  and  shut  ins.  The  project  is  to  assist  the  youths  in 
developing  a  sense  of  responsibility  for  caring,  sharing  and  visiting  the  sick  and 
the  shut  ins. 


From  the  twenty  first  chapter  of  John,  "Jesus  said  to  Simon  Peter/Simon,  son  of 
John,  do  you  love  me  more  than  these?'  He  said  to  him,'Yes,  Lord;  you  know  that 
I  love  you.'  He  said  to  him, 'Feed  my  lambs.'"  Through  the  united  efforts  of  ajl 
the  Methodist  churches  in  Lafayette  Parish,  that  is  just  what  they  did  when  they 
hosted  a  Thanksgiving  dinner  for  the  homeless  on  the  parking  lot  of  First  United 
Methodist.  Churches  participated  not  only  in  providing  food  and  music  for  the 
event,  but  by  joining  with  the  homeless  to  share  that  meal.  They  were  Asbury 
United  Methodist,  Church  of  the  Covenant,  First  United  Methodist,  Northwood 
United  Methodist,  Wesley  United  Campus  Ministry,  Immanuel  United  Methodist, 
Trinity  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal,  and  the  New  United  Methodist  Church. 
Youth  groups  from  different  churches  served  the  meal  to  the  more  than  100 
who  attended.  A  quartet,  praise  band  and  rapper  entertained  the  crowd. 


Immanuel  hosts  leadership  training  event 


“Equipping  the  Saints”  was  the  title  of 
a  local  leadership  training  event  that  was 
open  to  all  churches  in  the  Acadiana 
District  Feb.  22,  at  Immanuel  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette. 

In  order  to  be  well-equipped  for  lead¬ 
ership  within  the  church,  this  training 


helped  make  everyone’s  participation 
more  enjoyable  and  productive.  Areas  of 
training  included  PPR/SPR,  Church 
Council,  finance,  trustees,  evangelism 
and  grant  seekers  workshop.  The  train¬ 
ing  was  sponsored  by  the  District 
Ministry  Team. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  Acadiana  District  Communication  Advisor; 

La  Juana  Handschin 
105  Breton  Dr. 

Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(337)  856-4665  (337)  235-0080  Fax 
HandschinD@aol.com 
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What  a  thrilling  experience  for  two  small  churches  to  have  our  spiritual  leader  of 
Louisiana  speak  at  our  services  on  Sunday,  January  1 9.  Howard  Childs,  our  pas¬ 
tor,  had  written  a  thank  you  note  to  the  Bishop  as  he  had  sent  him  a  card  when 
he  had  surgery  and  gave  him  quite  a  boost  as  the  Bishop  had  had  the  same  sur¬ 
gery.  In  the  note  Pastor  Childs  mentioned  how  neat  it  would  be  for  the  small 
churches  to  hear  Bishop  Hutchinson  speak.  The  Bishop  immediately  called  and 
set  up  a  date.  Little  Creek  and  Boeuf  Prairie  waited  anxiously  for  the  time.  The 
sermon  was  meaningful.  Later  Bishop  Hutchinson  wrote  back  and  shared  with 
us  how  the  entire  service  was  Christ-filled  and  gave  spiritual  insight  to  him  and 
his  wife,  Kay.  We  were  so  blessed.  Yes,  our  Bishop  is  a  Man  of  God  and  will  come 
to  the  small  churches  as  well  as  the  big  ones.  We  were  the  ones  blessed  by  their 
presence.  Thank  you.  Bishop  Hutchinson,  for  making  us  feel  important,  too! 


Hugh  Bateman,  Sevier  Memorial  UMC  United  Methodist  Men  President,  present¬ 
ed  Tommy  Lowry  with  the  Flaming  Cross  Award  on  behalf  of  the  Boy  Scouts  and 
the  UMM. 


Sevier  Memorial  celebrates  Scout  Sunday 


Sunday,  Feb.  9,  2003,  Sevier 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
celebrated  Scout  Sunday.  Sevier 
Memorial  UMC  has  three  Boy  Scout 
groups  and  one  Girl  Scout  troop. 

The  scouts  attended  in  uniform  with 
their  families  and  assisted  in  the 
service  with  the  liturgy,  being 
greeters  and  ushers,  and  presenting 
the  colors.  Rev.  Kevin  D.  Smith,  pas¬ 
tor,  challenged  the  scouts  and  other 
worshipers  to  always  be  honorable 


with  their  actions. 

Also,  the  Boy  Scouts  and  United 
Methodist  Men  presented  Tommy 
Lowry  with  the  special  Flaming 
Cross  Award.  This  is  a  non-scout 
service  award  presented  to  individ¬ 
uals  who  go  above  and  beyond  to 
help  the  scout  troop.  Other  awards 
were  given  to  Boy  Scout  Troop  15 
from  the  Ouachita  Valley  Boy  Scout 
Council  for  excellence  in  service 
for  2002. 


St.  Paul's  sends  fourth  team  to  Reynosa 


Donnie  Wilkinson,  associate  pastor  at 
St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Monroe,  led  a  team  of  27  volunteers  in 
mission  to  Reynosa,  Mexico,  Jan.  16  -  29. 
This  is  the  fourth  year  a  team  from  St. 
Paul’s  has  journeyed  to  Reynosa  and  was 
the  largest  team  St.  Paul’s  has  sent  thus 
far. 

The  16  volunteers  from  Monroe  were 
joined  by  Rev.  Wayne  Taylor  and  a  group 
from  Sweetlake  UMC,  located  outside  of 
Lake  Charles,  as  well  as  the  nurses  from 
Round  Rock,  Tex.,  and  one  volunteer 
from  Rayne  UMC  in  New  Orleans. 

The  group  divided  into  two  teams 
upon  arrival-medical  and  construction. 
The  construction  team  worked  on  the 
parsonage  and  campus  of  the  Pueblo  De 
Dios  (House  of  God)  Church.  During 
the  two  days  of  work,  the  team  stained 
and  sealed  the  window  frames  of  the 
parsonage,  tiled  the  floor  of  the  second 
floor,  and  poured  a  new  sidewalk  beside 
the  dormitory.  The  medical  team  was 
equally  busy  and  saw  more  than  200 
patients  in  the  two  days  they  visited  clin¬ 


ics  located  in  area  churches. 

The  volunteers  kept  a  team  journal 
during  the  trip  and  one  of  the  entries 
summarizes  the  experience  of  all  who 
participated  in  this  life  changing  mission 
trip.  Team  member  Margo  Morgan 
wrote:  There  are  some  things  that  tran¬ 
scend  languages  -  laughter,  children’s 
play,  concern  for  the  sick,  the  appeal  of 
babies,  appreciation  of  a  hard  worker. 
Maybe  when  God  confused  the  lan¬ 
guages  at  the  tower  of  Babel  because 
men  were  getting  together  to  scheme  to 
be  gods — there  were  some  things  that  he 
had  no  intention  of  confusing-things  so 
close  to  God  that  they  only  bring  us 
closer  to  him  when  we  communicate 
them. 

Rev.  Wilkinson  and  St.  Paul’s  are 
already  making  plans  to  return  to 
Reynosa  in  February  of  2004.  If  you 
would  like  to  be  a  part  of  the  LA\TM 
experience,  please  contact  Brenda 
Coppit  in  the  LAVIM  office  or  Rev. 
Wilkinson  at  St.  Paul’s  UMC  in  Monroe. 


Mary  Lou  Blakeman  leads  a  recent  Restorative  Justice  study  at  McGuire  United 
Methodist  Church  in  West  Monroe. 

District  UMW  study  restorative  justice 


Seventy  United  Methodist  Women 
from  all  over  the  Monroe  District  attend¬ 
ed  a  one  day  Mission  Study  on 
Restorative  Justice,  Moving  Beyond 
Punishment,  on  Saturday,  February  15, 
at  McGuire  United  Methodist  Church  in 
West  Monroe.  The  informative  study 
was  led  by  Mary  Lou  Blakeman,  a  school 
psychologist  in  the  Juvenile  Justice 
Department  of  the  city  of  Monroe.  She 
awakened  us  to  the  fact  that  retributive 
justice  alone  is  not  working  in  today’s 
society. 

We  are  spending  millions  of  dollars  to 
incarcerate  criminals,  then  turning  them 
loose  to  repeat  the  same  crime  or  worse. 
We  must  change  the  way  we  respond  to 
crime  -  not  only  retributive  justice  (pun¬ 
ishment)  but  restorative  justice  -  aid  in 
healing  and  rehabilitation  for  prisoners 
and  their  families  and  the  victims  of 


crime  and  their  families,  as  well. 

Sandy  deCelle,  president  of  the 
Monroe  District  United  Methodist 
Women,  said  as  a  result  of  the  study, 
individual  churches  will  decide  what 
type  of  restorative  justice  missions  they 
will  do.  Some  may  choose  to  donate 
money  to  prison  ministries  and  others 
might  do  hands  on  volunteer  work. 
DeCelle  said  restorative  justice  actions 
include  providing  service  to  crime  vic¬ 
tims  and  their  families,  writing  letters  to 
prisoners,  buying  gifts  for  prisoners’ 
children  and  praying  for  victims  and 
inmates. 

DeCelle  said  that  Restorative  Justice 
will  be  the  international  focus  for  the 
more  than  one  million  United  Methodist 
Women  worldwide  for  2003.  (Excerpted 
from  article  in  Monroe  News-Star  by 
Jean  Gordon.) 


Send  your  churchs  stories  to  the  Monroe  District  Communication  Advisor: 

Floyce  Meyer 
2042  Arkansas  Rd. 

West  Monroe,  LA  71291 
(318)  396-2118 
flossie@bayou.com 
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Hulen  Warren,  third  from  right  above,  pastor  of  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Bogalusa,  recently  visited  Russia  as  part  of  a  General  Commission 
on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns  delegation.  Below:  St.  Nicholas 
Cathedral,  St.  Petersburg. 


Pastor  works  for  unity  with  Russia 


Ephesians  4:3  says,  “Make  every  effort 
to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  through 
the  bond  of  peace.”  In  this  spirit  Hulen 
Warren,  pastor  of  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Memorial  in  Bogalusa,  recently  visited 
Russia  as  part  of  a  General  Commission 
on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns  (GCCUIC)  delegation. 

The  delegation,  comprised  ofWarren, 
Chuck  Simmons  (Memorial  Drive, 
Houston),  Penny  Dollar- Former 
(Arapaho,  NC),  Anne  Marshall  (Assistant 
General  Secretary,  GCCUIC),  and  Sergei 
Nikolaev  (a  Ph.D.  student  at  Perkins), 
spent  February  13  - 18  in  Moscow  to 
facilitate  the  improvement  of  the  rela¬ 
tionship  between  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church  and  the  Russian  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  GCCUIC  delegation  met  with  a 
group  of  Russian  United  Methodist  pas¬ 
tors  who  described  ministry  in  an  area 
dominated  by  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church  as  difficult.  Warren  stated  that 
community  acceptance  of  the  local  UM 
churches  depends  greatly  on  the  atti¬ 
tude  of  the  local  Russian  Orthodox  priest 
towards  the  UMC  -  one  factor  this  effort 
toward  ecumenism  was  intended  to 
address. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  trip 
included  meeting  with  a  delegation  from 
the  Russian  Orthodox  Church  and 
Bishop  Ruediger  R.  Minor.  (Minor  is 
Bishop  of  the  5,000  member  Eurasia 
Area  Conference  which  spans  1 1  time 
zones,  and  over  6,000  miles.)  According 


to  Warren,  this  meeting  ended  with  a 
“glimmer  of  hope,”  and  “with  plans  to 
continue  the  dialogue.” 

The  GCCUIC  delegation  also  met 
with  a  group  of  Russian  United 
Methodist  seminary  students,  and 
attended  a  Russian  Orthodox  mass.  For 
more  information  about  GCCUIC  you 
can  visit  the  web  at  http:/ /www.gccuic- 
umc.org/web/home.htm. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  North  Shore  District  Communication  Advisor. 


Rev.  Brady  Whitton 
355  Asbury  Dr. 
Mandeville,  LA  70471 
(985)626-3307 
bswhitton@earthlink.net 


Hartzell-Mt.Zion  United  Methodist  Church  recently  celebrated  Christian 
Education  Sunday.  The  theme  for  2002  was  "Christian  Education  and 
Community."  Pictured  are  Mildred  Hambrick,  co-coordinator;  Wilene  Miller,  mes¬ 
senger  and  Rev.  Ernest  E.  Scott,  pastor. 


Jennifer  Warden  claps  and  sways  to  the  music  in  the  finale  piece, "He  Never 
Failed  Me  Yet." 


St. Timothy  sings  The  Gospel  Truth' 


BY  JAN  CLARKE 

To  celebrate  the  influence  of 
African-American  experience  on 
Christian  music  and  the  timeless 
beauty  of  traditional  gospel  songs,  St. 
Timothy  on  the  Northshore  UMC  in 
Mandeville  presented  a  February 
concert  entitled  The  Gospel  Truth. 

The  80-voice  St.  Timothy  Choir 
combined  with  the  40  members  of 
the  Contemporary  Gospel  Choir  and 
the  20  voices  of  the  A  Cappella 
Singers  under  the  direction  of  Music 
Minister  William  O.  Baker  performed 
a  varied  program  of  16  spirituals, 
gospel  songs,  and  traditional  pieces 
arranged  to  suit  the  occasion. 

The  program  was  interspersed 
with  audience  sing-a-longs  of  such 


gospel  favorites  as  “Standing  on  the 
Promises”  and  “Amazing  Grace.” 

Director  Baker  made  special  note 
of  three  pieces  arranged  by  noted 
New  Orleans  musician  Moses  Hogan, 
who  died  earlier  this  year.  Hogan’s 
arrangements  of  “I  Can  Tell  the  World” 
and  “Jesus,  Lay  Your  Head  in  the 
Window”  were  performed  a  cappella 
and  his  version  of  "Old  Time  Religion” 
was  a  combined  choir  masterpiece. 

Music  Associate  Martha  Kennemer 
brought  down  the  house  with  a  solo 
"He’s  Got  the  Whole  World  in  His 
Hands,”  arranged  by  Margaret  Bond. 
Another  spiritual  that  got  the  audi¬ 
ence  clapping  with  the  rhythm  was 
"Healer  in  the  House”  with  Rosie 
Hines  as  soloist. 


March  28, 2003 
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Linda  Berg,  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church,  Barbara  Bruce,  facilitator  and 
Carol  Sherer,  Rayne  Memorial  UMC  participated  in  the  Christian  Education 
workshop  in  February. 


District  hosts  Christian  education  workshop 


The  New  Orleans  District  Ministry 
Team  hosted  a  Christian  Education 
Workshop  on  Feb.  1,  at  Rayne 
Memorial  UMC  in  New  Orleans. 

The  workshop  was  attended  by  85 
participants  from  the  New  Orleans, 
Baton  Rouge,  Northshore  and 
Acadiana  Districts. 

The  facilitator  for  the  workshop 


was  Barbara  Bruce,  educator  and 
author.  The  interactive  workshop 
focused  on  learning  classroom  audi¬ 
ences  and  reaching  all  students. 

Linda  Berg,  St.  Luke’s  UMC  and 
Carol  Sherer,  Rayne  Memorial  UMC, 
Education  Ministries  Leaders  on  the 
New  Orleans  District  Ministry  Team 
chaired  the  workshop. 


Lafon  Home  to  celebrate  Jazzy  Night'  in  June 


The  “Jazzy  Night  in  June”  fund  raiser 
to  benefit  the  Lafon  Nursing  Home  of 
the  UMC  will  be  held  on  Friday,  June  20, 
2003  at  the  Astor  Crowne  Plaza  Hotel 
located  at  100  Bourbon  Street  in  down¬ 
town  New  Orleans. 

Individual  tickets  for  the  dinner, 


dance  and  Silent  Auction  may  be  pur¬ 
chased  at  $50  each  through  the  Lafon 
Home.  Donations  are  being  accepted 
for  the  Silent  Auction. 

If  you  would  like  more  information 
on  the  event,  please  contact  Ted  Jones  at 
(504)  288-2314. 


Barbara  Murray,  District  Missioner  and  Shirley  Jakway,  District  Secretary  found 
humor  in  recent  mishaps  that  left  both  with  broken  arms  -  Barbara's  right  and 
Shirley's  left.  Barbara  favored  a  purple  cast  while  Shirley  preferred  blue. 


The  Lafon  Home  in  New  Orleans  recently  consecrated  its  new  wing.  Pictured  are 
Rev.  Andrew  Douglas,  President  of  the  Board  of  Lafon  Home  of  the  UMC,  Bishop 
William  Hutchinson,  New  Orleans  City  Councilman  Marlin  Gusman  and  District 
Superintendent  Freddie  Henderson. 

Lafon  Home  consecrates  additions  to  facility 


The  Lafon  Home  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  held  its 
Consecration  Ceremony  highlighting 
completion  of  construction  that 
expanded  the  dining  room  for  the 
residents  and  the  addition  of  an 
administrative  wing.  Louisiana 
Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson 
presided  over  the  event. 


The  expanded  dining  room  allows 
more  space  for  wheel  chair  bound 
residents  and  allows  more  residents 
to  eat  at  a  single  sitting.  This  renova¬ 
tion  also  makes  it  possible  for  more 
socialization  among  the  residents.  In 
addition,  the  expanded  dining  room 
now  presents  space  for  activities  for 
the  residents  and  family  members. 


Reminder:  Mission  in 

New  Orleans  District  churches  are 
reminded  of  Mission  in  Motion  during 
the  month  of  April.  Joseph  Burke, 

Mission  in  Motion  Coordinator,  sent 
correspondence  to  all  churches  in 
February  detailing  District  plans. 

The  New  Orleans  District  Mission  in 
Motion  van  will  collect  items  on  Sunday 
April  26,  2003. 

The  van  will  make  three  stops  to  col¬ 
lect  supplies  from  area  churches.  The 
van  will  stop  as  follows: 

-  10:00  a.m.  until  11:30  a.m.  St. 
Matthew’s  UMC,  6017  Camphor  Street 


Motion  during  April 

in  Metairie. 

-  12:00  noon  until  1:30  p.m., 
Cornerstone  UMC,  5276  Bullard  Avenue 
in  New  Orleans  East. 

-  2:00  p.m.  until  3:30  p.m.,  Aurora 
UMC,  3300  Eton  Street  in  Algiers. 

If  you  have  any  questions  on  Mission 
in  Motion  donations  or  van  stops,  please 
call  Joseph  Burke  at  (504)  400-8968. 

He  can  also  be  reached  at  e-mail 
address  b2b6592441@aol.com.  If  mone¬ 
tary  contributions  are  made,  checks 
should  be  made  payable  to  UMCOR, 
Sager-Brown. 


Pre-conference  training  to  be  held  in  May 


Pre-conference  training  for  the  New 
Orleans  District  will  be  held  on  Sunday, 
May  4,  2003  at  First  UMC  located  at  3401 
Canal  Street  in  New  Orleans.  The  train¬ 


ing  will  begin  at  6  p.m.  and  conclude  at 
7:30  p.m.  Please  call  the  New  Orleans 
District  office  at  (488)  5430  if  you  have 
any  questions. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  New  Orleans  District  Communication  Advisor: 

Dian  Kent 
837  Sumner  St. 

New  Orleans,  LA  701 14 
(504) 528-2219 
(504) 328-2265  fax 
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The  Rev.  Cheryln  A.  Gates,  registrar  and  Financial  aid  director  at  United 
Methodist-related  Boston  University  School  of  Theology,  says  she  continues  to 
be  “shifted  and  shaped"  as  a  deacon.  Part  of  that  came  with  her  consecration  as  a 
diaconal  minister  in  1998, "where  I  felt  I  was  close  to  but  not  fully  in  the  place  I 
was  supposed  to  be.  But  ordination  as  a  deacon  in  2000  is  exactly  where  I've 
been  going."  Gates  was  attending  the  fourth  international  Convocation  for 
Deacons  and  Diaconal  Ministers  in  Dallas,  a  umns  photo  by  John  Lovelace 


Deacons  take  different  road 


DALLAS  (UMNS)  -  Seven  years 
ago,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
abandoned  its  one-lane  route  to  the 
ordained  ministry  and  replaced  it 
with  a  “Y.” 

The  poet,  Robert  Frost,  might 
have  anticipated  the  consequences. 
In  his  verse,  “The  Road  Not  Taken,” 
the  poet  said,  in  part: 

“Two  roads  diverged  in  a  wood, 
and  I  took  the  one  less  traveled  by, 
And  that  has  made  all  the  differ¬ 
ence.” 

About  400  of  those  who  chose  the 
new  road  “less  traveled  by”  to  United 
Methodist  ordination  converged  on  a 
Marriott  motel  in  Dallas  Feb.  27- 
March  2  for  their  fourth  international 
convocation. 

Theirs  is  a  permanent  order  of 
ministry  made  up  of  women  and 
men  (predominantly  women)  known 
as  deacons. 

In  the  legalese  of  the  church’s 
Book  of  Discipline,  deacons  are 
ordained  to  “a  lifetime  ministry  of 
word  and  service  to  both  the  com¬ 
munity  and  the  congregation  in  a 
rfflnistry  that  connects  the  two.” 

After  seven  years,  the  church  has 
1,106  ordained  deacons  and  another 
1,085  candidates  for  ordination. 

As  of  Jan.  1, 1997,  the  primary 
feeder  route  to  this  new  ministerial 
order  has  been  diaconal  ministry. 
This  ministry  was  created  in  1976  for 
laywomen  and  laymen  to  be  conse¬ 
crated  for  service  within  the  church 
and  not  be  required  to  pursue  the 
education  and  evaluation  necessary 
for  ordination.  But  also  as  of  Jan.  1 , 
1997,  this  route  was  dead-ended;  no 
new  candidates  were  accepted. 
Diaconal  ministers  were  given  three 
options: 

Complete  a  program  of  continu¬ 


ing  education  that  could  demon¬ 
strate  “an  understanding ...  of  the 
interrelatedness  of  worship  and  the 
world”  necessary  to  become  a  dea¬ 
con. 

Retain  lay- ministry  standing  as 
diaconal  ministers. 

Surrender  credentials. 

Approximately  80  percent  of  the 
current  1,106  deacons  got  there 
through  the  feeder  route  of  diaconal 
ministry. 

Another  600  diaconal  ministers 
retained  their  lay  status,  and  about 
50  of  them  attended  the  convoca¬ 
tion.  Attrition  will  eventually  dissolve 
that  form  of  lay  ministry. 

Diaconal  ministers  acquired  a 
“neither  fish  nor  fowl”  image  from 
their  beginning,  misunderstood  as 
clergy  in  some  settings,  rightly 
understood  as  laity  in  other  settings. 
In  any  given  local  church,  a  diaconal, 
as  they  are  known  informally,  might 
hold  the  title  of  “minister  of  Christian 
education”  or  "minister  of  music.” 
Regardless  of  local-church  title,  how¬ 
ever,  a  diaconal  minister  is  a  lay 
member  of  his  or  her  annual  confer¬ 
ence. 

Further,  in  any  given  local  church, 
a  deacon  might  hold  titles  similar  to 
those  of  a  diaconal  minister,  such  as 
"minister  of  evangelism,"  or  be  known 
as  an  associate  or  assistant  pastor. 
Regardless  of  local-church  title,  how¬ 
ever,  a  deacon  is  a  clergy  member  of 
his  or  her  annual  conference. 

Administratively,  all  1,100  deacons 
and  600  diaconal  ministers  are  relat¬ 
ed  to  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
through  its  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry’s  Section  of  Deacons  and 
Diaconal  Ministries,  with  offices  in 
Nashville,  Tenn. 


Diaconates  from  the  Louisiana  Conference  in  attendance  at  the  2003  Convocation  for 
Deacons  and  Diaconal  Ministers  in  Dallas  were:  back  row,  Linda  Joseph,  Rachel  Scott, 
Hallique  Dawson,  Maribel  Calvo,  Barbara  Hamilton.  Front  row,  Rena  Yocom,  Pam  Crews, 
Joaquin  Garcia,  Bernadine  Johnson,  Inez  Williams. 


Diaconates  gather  for  fourth  convocation 


BY  BERNIE  JOHNSON 

I  have  called  you  by  name;  you  are 
mine  ...  I  will  be  with  you.  Isaiah  43:1-2 

They  gathered  in  Dallas,  Feb.  27- 
March  2,  from  around  the  globe  for  the 
fourth  Convocation  for  Deacons  & 
Diaconal  Ministers,  initiated  by  the 
General  Board  of  Fligher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

Seventeen  came  from  outside  the 
United  States,  from  Mozambique  and 
Mexico,  Lithuania  and  Sweden,  and 
other  places,  reflecting  the  global  face  of 
servant  leaders  within  the  Methodist 
connection.  They  are  the  persons  who 
have  been  called  to  diaconate  ministry 
connecting  church  and  world. 

Those  gathered  began  by  remember¬ 
ing  their  call,  or  as  Bishop  James  King  Jr. 
(Kentucky  Area)  put  it,  “Pack  up  your 
towel  and  take  the  trip.”  Each  day  began 
with  Bible  study  lead  by  Rev.  Grace 
Imathiu  of  Kenya.  Bishop  Sharon 
Zimmerman  Rader  (Wisconsin  Area) 
was  the  preacher  for  the  closing  worship 
service,  which  concluded  with  a  service 
of  renewal  of  commitment  to  the  voca¬ 
tion  of  service.  Worship  and  convocation 
leadership  also  included  Bishop 
Benjamin  Chamness  (Ft.  Worth  Area); 
Bishop  William  Oden  (Dallas  Area); 


Jerome  King  Del  Pino,  general  secretary 
for  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry;  and  Thalia 
Matherson,  executive  director  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction. 

In  the  opening  worship  service  par¬ 
ticipants  were  asked,  “  What  is  God  call¬ 
ing  the  Diaconate  to  be  and  do?”  The 
responses  were:  leading  people  to  make 
meaningful  and  relevant  connections 
between  the  God  News  and  their  own 
lives;  building  unity  among  the  peoples 
of  the  church;  helping  the  church  minis¬ 
ter  beyond  barriers  and  categories; 
being  radical  in  discipleship  in  the 
church  and  world;  focusing  on  partner¬ 
ship  in  ministry;  and  helping  others  dis¬ 
cern  their  gifts  and  calling. 

An  abundance  of  learning  opportuni¬ 
ties  were  offered  to  the  participants 
including  connecting  faith  with  issues  in 
the  world,  dimensions  of  servant  min¬ 
istry,  the  distinctive  role  of  the  deacon  in 
sacramental  services,  preparing  couples 
for  marriage,  and  ministry  at  the  time  of 
death. 

Outreach  experiences  involved 
exploring  a  variety  of  service  ministries 
that  give  expression  to  the  diversity  of. 
the  ministry  of  the  deacon  and  diaconal 
minister. 


Annuity  changes  affect  clergy  differently 


(UMNS)  -  Changes  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  annuity  policy  will 
affect  lay  and  clergy  retirees  in  different 
ways.  The  church’s  Board  of  Pension  and 
Health  Benefits  says  that  effective  July  2, 
account  balances  in  its  retirement  plans 
will  receive  a  floating  market-based  rate 
when  converted  to  annuities. 

The  floating  market  rate  will  replace 
an  8  percent  fixed  rate  that  the  board 
currently  applies  to  account  balances 
that  are  "annuitized." 

That  step  is  necessary,  the  board 
believes,  because  current  market  rates 
are  in  the  5  to  6  percent  range.  As  a 
result,  the  agency  is  paying  above-mar¬ 


ket  rates  on  annuities,  and  the  extra 
money  is  coming  out  of  its  reserves. 

Because  the  clergy  retirement  plan 
has  a  mandatory  annuity,  clergy  who  are 
at  least  62  years  old  or  with  35  years  of 
service  have  been  "grandfathered"  in  at 
the  old  rate. 

In  other  words,  they  will  be  able  to 
continue  working  without  losing  the  8 
percent  rate  on  pre-July  contributions. 
Contributions  made  to  the  Ministerial 
Pension  Plan  after  July  2  will  receive  the 
floating  market  rate. 

Read  more  of  this  story  on  the  Web  at 
www.umns.umc.org. 
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2003 

"Being  Perfected 
in  Unity...that  the 
World  May 
Know." 

Centenary  College 
Shreveport 

June  4-7 


The  Pre-Conference 
Report  for  the  2003 
Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  is  now 
ready  to  download 
from  the  Web  at 
www.la-umc.org. 
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'Strength  from  Diversity' theme  for  clergywomen  retreat  in  May 


“Drawing  Strength  from  Our 
Diversity,”  a  retreat  for  all  clergywomen 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  will  be  held 
May  13-14  at  the  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth. 

The  retreat  is  designed  for  elders,  dia- 
conal  ministers,  local  pastors,  deacons, 
probationary  members  and  deaconess¬ 
es.  Bishop  Leontine  Kelly  will  serve  as 


retreat  leader  for  the  event,  which  is 
underwritten  by  COSROW  and  the 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry. 

Checks  for  $100  for  a  private  room 
and  registration  fee  (or  $80  for  a  double 
room  and  registration  fee)  should  be 
made  payable  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  mailed  to  Bernadine 
Johnson,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge, 


LA  70802.  Include  your  name,  address, 
phone  and  e-mail  address. 

Participants  are  eligible  for  1.0  con¬ 
tinuing  education  units. 

Those  attending  are  asked  to  bring  a 
piece  of  fabric  (at  least  5”x  5”)  to  be  used 
in  worship. 

For  more  information,  call  Bernadine 
at  (225)  346-1646  or  (225)  755-3859. 


Good  Samaritan  Sunday:  April  20 


Children  participate  in  enrichment  activities  at  Peoples  United 
Methodist  Community  Center  in  New  Orleans.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 


Peoples  still  'in  the  business' 
of  caring  for  pre-schoolers 


REV.  BILL  ROWELL 
BOARD  PRESIDENT 

Several  people  have  asked 
Rev.  Marva  Mitchell  why  we 
chose  to  “get  out  of  the  busi¬ 
ness”  of  caring  for  pre-school 
children.  Nothing  could  be  fur¬ 
ther  from  the  truth.  In  light  of 
Marva’s  retirement  last  year, 
our  Board  of  Directors  chose  to 
continue  to  meet  the  daycare 
needs  of  poor  families  in  New 
Orleans  by  leasing  the  larger  of 
our  two  buildings  to  Total 
Community  Action  to  operate  a 
Head  Start  Center.  The  Peoples 
United  Methodist  Head  Start 


Center  will  be  the  twenty-sec¬ 
ond  center  they  operate 
around  the  area.  This  means 
they  have  the  confidence  of  the 
federal  government  and  the 
people  to  provide  for  educa¬ 
tional  needs  of  pre-schoolers  in 
a  safe,  creative-learning  envi¬ 
ronment. 

After  completely  renovating 
and  updating  the  equipment  in 
our  building,  TCA  worked 
through  roadblock  after  road¬ 
block  to  try  to  get  the  center 
operational.  Finally,  two  of  our 

See  Peoples,  page  10 


The  Methodist  Hospital  of  New  Orleans,  above, 
and  the  Lafon  Home  continue  to  offer  first  rate 
care  to  those  in  need.  Read  each  of  their  stories 
beginning  on  p.  10. 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

The  Rest  of  the  Ash  Wednesday  Walk 


When  I  wrote  about  my  Ash 
Wednesday  Walk  I  told  you  I  had 
another  experience  that  led  me  to 
ponder  another  truth  of  our  faith.  I 
had  intended  to  send  it  to  you  in  the 
last  issue  of  Louisiana  Now!,  but  the 
beginning  of  the  Iraqi  War  took  prece¬ 
dence  over  that  article.  Let  me  share  it 
with  you  now. 

After  leaving  the  house  on  Ash 
Wednesday  and  noticing  the  ruts  in 
our  front  yard  (which  are  still  there  by 
the  way!)  I  was  walking  with  a  reflec¬ 
tive  spirit.  It  seemed  to  be  a  morning 
filled  with  "parabolic”  thoughts. 

I  was  getting  toward  the  end  of  my 
route  when  I  noticed  a  Labrador 
Retriever  I  have  seen  many  times.  She 
was  coming  out  of  the  side  door  of  a 
house  and  was  fetching  the  morning 
paper.  She  took  the  paper  to  the  “man 
of  the  house”  who  was  standing  in  the 
doorway.  When  she  looked  around 
and  saw  me  she  charged  toward  me, 
baring  her  teeth  and  barking  as  if  she 
were  going  to  attack.  Her  owner 
shouted  her  name  several  times  and 
she  stopped  short  of  biting  me. 
Needless  to  say,  my  heart  was  racing 
(something  I  had  been  unable  to 
accomplish  by  my  walking!). 

The  owner  apologized.  “I  am  very 
sorry  about  that,”  he  said  as  he  took 
the  newspaper  and  swatted  the  dog  a 
few  times,  admonishing  her  that  her 
action  was  inappropriate.  However, 
before  I  reached  the  comer  the  owner 
had  returned  to  reading  his  paper,  had 
petted  the  dog  that  had  threatened  to 
bite  me,  and  fife  for  them  returned  to 
normal. 

However,  it  wasn’t  quite  so  simple 
for  me.  My  heart  continued  to  race. 
My  legs  were  like  rubber.  For  the 
remainder  of  the  walk  I  was  watching 
for  dogs  from  every  house,  hoping  that 
another  didn’t  come  after  me.  That 
wariness  continued  for  the  remainder 
of  that  day  and  the  next  morning  as  I 
walked  I  began  to  be  on  the  nervous 
lookout  for  my  canine  friends  from  the 
beginning  of  my  exercise. 

All  of  this  made  me  realize  a  funda¬ 
mental  truth  about  apology,  forgive¬ 
ness,  and  reconciliation.  The  one  who 
is  “attacked”  or  “wronged”  in  a  life 
encounter  actually  has  the  burden  of 
forgiveness  on  him/her.  It  is  not  the 
one  who  asks  for  forgiveness  or  seeks 
to  make  the  apology  who  has  the  bur¬ 
den  of  the  reconciliation.  It  is  the  one 
who  is  harmed  who  must  bear  it. 

The  scripture  teaches  that  if  we  are 
offering  our  gift  at  the  altar,  and  there 
we  remember  that  our  brother/ sister 


A  "Servant  Leadership  Retreat"  will  be  sponsored  by 
Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist  Men,  April  25-26  at 
the  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth.  For  more  information, 
visit  the  website  at  www.gbgm-umc.org/lacumm. 


Overture  to  the  Cultural  Season, 
Methodist  Hospital 

and 

The  Fairmont  Hotel 

Cordially  Invite  You  to  Attend 


benefiting 

Methodist  Hospital  's  Jonathan  Nelson  Cancer  Fund 

and 

Overture’s  Artistic  Achievement  Awards  Program 

III 

Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital 

Cut turux'  An  Affiliate  of  the 

|  Methodist  Health  System 

Friday,  May  2,  2003  •  12:00  p.m. 

(doors  open  at  11:00  a.m.) 

The  International  Ballroom 
Fairmont  Hotel 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Entertainment: 

Overture  to  the  Cultural  Season’s 
2003  Artistic  Achievement  Awards  Recipients 

will  demonstrate  their  impressive  talents  in 
creative  writing,  dance,  instrumental  music, 
theatre,  visual  arts  and  vocal  music. 

Special  Guest: 

Nell  Nolan 

Social  Scene  columnist/educator/actress/writer 

Informal  Modeling  of  The  Worth  Collection 

Presented  by  Annette  Wood 

For  more  information  or  to  order  tickets,  please  call 

(504)  244-5955. 


has  something 
against  us,  we  are 
to  leave  our  gift  at 
the  altar  and  go 
and  first  be  recon¬ 
ciled  to  our  broth¬ 
er/sister  and  then 
we  can  go  and  offer 
our  gift.  (Matthew 
5:23-24) 

Much  of  the 
time  we  treat  this 
admonition  far  too 
casually.  We  think  if  we  have  harmed 
someone  and  they  have  something 
against  us,  we  can  simply  say  to  them, 
“I’m  sorry,”  and  we  have  fulfilled  our 
act  of  reconciliation  and  have  fulfilled 
Jesus’  direction  to  us.  But  for  reconcil¬ 
iation  to  be  effected  there  must  be  two 
people.  Reconciliation  cannot  happen 
unless  the  one  who  “has  something 
against  us”  is  fully  able  to  forgive  and 
is  fully  able  to  be  reconciled  to  us.  We 
often  are  much  too  cavalier  about  our 
apologies  and  are  not  aware  of  the 
severe  cost  of  reconciliation. 

The  one  who  bears  the  scar  is  the 
one  who  holds  the  key.  It  is  not  the 
perpetrator  who  must  forgive.  My 
neighbor's  life  was  fundamentally 
uninterrupted  by  my  brief  but  fright¬ 
ening  encounter  with  his  dog.  He 
made  his  apologies.  But  my  life  was 
disturbed  for  some  time.  The  burden 
was  on  me  to  “forgive  and  forget.” 

If  we  follow  this  principle  to  its  con¬ 
clusion,  there  would  be  far  fewer  gifts 
on  the  altar!  And  the  reason  for  that  is 
that  to  “first  be  reconciled”  is  a  much 
more  serious  undertaking  than  we 
acknowledge. 

I  encourage  all  of  us  who  know  we 
have  brothers /sisters  who  have  some¬ 
thing  against  us  to  take  this  scriptural 
teaching  to  heart.  We  need  to  work 
diligently  to  make  our  apology.  But  we 
are  taught  to  go  further.  We  must  ulti¬ 
mately  be  “reconciled”  before  we  have 
completed  our  task  -  and  that  is  in 
someone  else's  hands.  It  certainly  has 
given  me  pause  and  has  made  me 
ponder  deeply  the  implications  in  my 
own  life  and  in  my  own  relationships. 

Just  think  what  all  this  means  in  the 
church  of  Jesus  Christ!  We  do  have 
need  for  repentance  and  reconcilia¬ 
tion!  May  God  be  with  us  on  our  jour¬ 
ney  toward  reconciliation  and  whole¬ 
ness. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fell  lJubA+a**-' 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


La.  Youth  NOW! 

(and  for  the  rest  of  the  year) 


Youth  and  Youth 

Workers  Calendar  of 

Events 

LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  WE 

B  PAGE:  HTTP://WWW. 

LA-UMC.ORG/  YOUTH.HTM 

2003 

2004 

2005 

DISCERNERS  ACADEMY 

JANUARY  2-4 

JANUARY  7-9 

PERKINS  SCHOOL  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY  -  (ADULT  WORKERS  WITH  YOUTH) 

-  DALLAS,  TEXAS 

JANUARY  10-17 

JANUARY  9- 16 

HAPPENING  (10TH-12TH  GRADES  &  ADULTS)  -  CONFERENCE  CENTER 

JANUARY  17-19 

JANUARY  16-18 

JANUARY  14-16 

CCYM  MEETING 

JANUARY  25 

JANUARY  24 

JANUARY 8 

CONNECTION  2004:  UM  NATIONAL  CONFERENCE  FOR  YOUTH  WORKERS  (FORMERLY  FORUM)  (EVERY  OTHER  YEAR) 

JANUARY 

SR.  HIGH  RETREAT  (9TH-12TH  GRADES  &  ADULTS)  -  CONFERENCE  CENTER 

1  FEBRUARY  7-9  #1 

FEBRUARY  6-8  #1 

JANUARY  28-30 

FEBRUARY  14-16  #2 

FEBRUARY  13-15  #2 

FEBRUARY  11-13 

VIM  TAKIN'  IT  TO  THE  STREETS 

MARCH  14-16 

DISCERNING  THE  CALL  -  CONFERENCE  CENTER 

MARCH  28-30 

MARCH  5-6 

MARCH  4-5 

CENTENARY  YOUTH  LEADERSHIP  CONFERENCE  -  CENTENARY  COLLEGE 

MARCH  28-30 

CONFIRMATION  DAY  WITH  BISHOP  WILLIAM  HUTCHINSON  -  CONFERENCE  CENTER 

APRIL  5 

MARCH  13 

APRIL  9 

GENERAL  CONFERENCE  (EVERY  FOUR  YEARS) 

APRIL 27 -MARCH  7 

YSF  SUNDAY 

MAY  4 

MAY  2 

MAY  1 

DCYM  TRAINING  (DISTRICT  TEAMS)  -  CONFERENCE  CENTER 

MAY  30-31 

JUNE  4-5 

JUNE  3-4 

LYMO  (CCYM  MEMBERS) 

MAY  31 -JUNE  2 

JULY  26-28 

JULY  25-28 

LOUISIANA  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

JUNE  4-7 

JUNE  6-9 

JUNE 

VIM  YOUTH  - 

JUNE 

JUNE 

DISCERNERS  ACADEMY 

JUNE  27-29 

JUNE  25-27 

JUNE  24-26 

JYMO  (CCYM  MEMBERS)  -  MT.  SEQUOYAH,  FAYETTEVILLE,  ARKANSAS 

JULY  7-11 

JULY  5-9 

JULY  5-9 

SOUTH  CENTRAL  JURISDICTIONAL  CONFERENCE  (EVERY  FOUR  YEARS) 

JULY  14-17 

ICYCE  (INTERNATIONAL  YOUTH  18-30  YEAR  OLDS)  (EVERY  FOUR  YEARS)  - 

2006 

HAPPENING  (1 0TH-12TH  GRADES  &  ADULTS)  -  CONFERENCE  CENTER 

JULY  18-20 

JULY  16-18 

JULY  15-17 

YOUTH  '03  -  UNIVERSITY  OF  TENNESSEE  CAMPUS,  KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE  JULY  23-27 

WEEKEND  OF  THE  CROSS  -  TRINITY  UMC,  RUSTON 

JULY  31 -AUGUST  3 

DISCERNERS  ACADEMY 

AUGUST  1-3 

AUGUST  6-8 

AUGUST  6-7 

UMYO  (FORMERLY  NYMO)  (CCYM  YOUTH  &  ADULT  REPRESENTATIVE)  (EVERY  OTHER  YEAR) 

AUGUST 

AUGUST 

ADULT  YOUTH  WORKERS  CONFERENCE  CENTER 

AUGUST  22-23 

AUGUST  27-28 

AUGUST  26-27 

FALL  CONVOCATION  (YOUTH  &  ADULTS) 

SEPTEMBER  27 

SEPTEMBER  25 

SEPTEMBER  24 

YOUTH  LEADERSTRAINING  -  SPONSORED  BY  RUSTON  D.M.T. 

OCTOBER  3-4 

VIM  TAKIN'  IT  TO  THE  STREET  -  LAKE  CHARLES  &  MONROE 

OCTOBER  24-26 

JR.  HIGH  RETREAT  (7TH  &  8TH  GRADES  &  ADULTS)  -  CONFERENCE  CENTER  OCT. 31 -NOV.  2  #1 

OCTOBER  29-31  #1 

OCTOBER  28-30 

NOVEMBER  7-9  #2 

NOVEMBER  12-14  #2 

NOVEMBER  4-6 

W.T.  HANDY  CONVOCATION 

NOVEMBER  14-15 

NOVEMBER  12-13 

NOVEMBER  18-20 

EXPLORATION:  2004 

NOVEMBER 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  SEMINAR  (1 OTH  GRADE  -  SOPHOMORE  COLLEGE  &  ADULTS)  EVERY  OTHER  YEAR  NOVEMBER  20-27 
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SAMPLE  YSF  OFFERING  ENVELOPE 

To  help  your  congregation  donate  to  YSF 

They're  FREE  and  AVAILABLE  from  the 
Conference  Office! 

To  Be  Used  on  May  4th,  Order  By  April  20th!U 

Call  or  e-mail  Conference  Youth  Director  Rev.  Tom  Dolph  at 
(225)  346-1646  or  tdolph@bellsouth.net 


Discemers  Academy  Opens  This  Summer 


Throughout  history  young  people  have  heard  the  call  of 
God  into  a  life  of  ministry:  the  boy  Samuel  who  became 
a  high  priest,  the  teenaged  shepherd  who  became  King 
David,  the  young  woman  Mary  who  became  the  mother 
of  Jesus,  who  at  the  age  of  twelve  was  “about  His 
father’s  business”  in  the  temple.  God  still  calls  young 
people  today,  but  often  the  call  is  overpowered  by 
geographical  location,  economic  situation,  lack  of 
support  from  parents,  friends,  or  spouses,  or  perhaps 
even  lack  of  support  from  the  church.  The  Discemers 
Academy  will  provide  a  creative  and  nurturing 
environment  in  which  to  sort  through  the  various  aspects 
of  professional  ministry  and  help  individuals  have  a 
clearer  understanding  of  what  they  feel  God  calling  them 
to  be  and  do.  The  Discemers  Academy  consists  of  six 
weekend  retreats  over  a  period  of  two  years.  The  process 
is  designed  to  lead  discemers  in  exploring  their  call  in 
light  of  their  talents,  skills,  gifts,  and  the  needs  of  the 
world  in  which  they  live.  Experienced  counselors, 
mentors,  and  guides— both  clergy  and  lay— will  be 
available  as  needed  to  walk  with  participants  in  the 
journey  to  discover  God’s  call.  Noted  theologians, 
scholars,  and  clergy  will  lead  the  various  retreat 
sessions. 

Retreat  Schedule  and  Session  Leaders 

Unless  otherwise  noted,  retreats  will  be  held  at 
The  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth,  Louisiana. 

Session  One:  June  27-29,  2003 

Connecting  with  the  Bible 
Dr.  Steve  Long, 

Associate  Professor  of  Systematic  Theology 
Garrett-Evangelical  School  of  Theology, 
Evanston,  Illinois 

Session  Two:  August  1-3,  2003 

Connecting  with  Our  Spirituality 

Stephen  Handy,  Director  of  Sales 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House, 

Nashville,  Tennessee 

Session  Three:  January  2—4,  2004 

Connecting  with  Our  World 
Rev.  Kirbyjon  Caldwell,  Senior  Pastor 
Windsor  Village  UMC,  Houston,  Texas 
This  session  will  be  held  at 
Windsor  Village  UMC  in  Houston. 

Each  retreat  is  self-contained  and  participants  may 
enter  into  the  process  at  any  point  in  the 
retreat  cycle. 


The  Discemers  Academy  is  open  to  high  school  seniors 
and  older  (to  age  40).  The  cost  for  each  retreat  is  $25. 
Scholarships  are  available.  Register  now  using  the  form 
below.  Be  sure  to  indicate  which  retreat(s)  you  will  be 
attending. 

Discerners  Academy  Registration  Form 

Fill  out  this  registration  form  and  return  with  your  check 
(payable  to  Louisiana  Conference,  UMC)  to 
Discemers  Academy,  Louisiana  Conference,  UMC 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5700 

Name _ 


Address . 


City,  State,  ZIP . 


Daytime  phone  (_ 


Evening  phone  ( _ )_ 

E-mail  address _ 


Your  age 


Date  of  Birth . 


Highest  level  of  education  completed: 


Home  church . 


Your  signature . 


Pastor’s  signature 


Roommate  preference 


(single  rooms  are  limited  and  cost  more!) 

Do  you  require  a  special  diet?  If  so,  please  explain: 


Please  mark  the  retreat(s)  you  are  registering  for: 

□  Session  1  (June  27-29,  2003) 

□  Session  2  (August  1-3,  2003) 

□  Session  3  (January  2-4,  2004) 

Total  amount  enclosed:  $  _ _ 


Louisiana 
Conference  is 
offering  Bus 
Transportation  to  the 
Youth  2003  event  in 
Knoxville, 

Tennessee.  Deadline 
for  registering  to  ride 
the  bus  is  June  1, 
2003. 
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Adult  Workers  with  Youth  Retreat:  August  22-23, 2003 


would  rather  see  a  workshop  on: 


would  like  preview  these  resources 


Resources  will  be  available  for 
Purchase  from  Cokesbury: 


Registration  form  and  fee  of  $65.00  or  $80.00 
must  be  received  by  August  13,  2003 

Registrations  received  after  August  13th  will  be  accepted  on  a  space  axtailable 
basis  only  and  will  be  assessed  a  $10.00  late  fee. 

Make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  or  fill  out  credit  card  information  below  and 
mail  with  registration  form  for  each  adult  attending  to: 


Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Attn:  Youth  Director 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720 
(225)  346-1646 


Method  of  Payment: 

Check  Amount:  $ _ 

□  Double  Occupancy  ($65) 
Roommate  Requested: _ 


Check  #: 


a 


Single  Occupancy  ($80) 


PLEASE 

PRINT 

LEARLY 


d  Visa 
Name  on  Card 


Credit  Card  Amount  $ 
Ql  MasterCard  # 


Exp.  Date 


Name 


□  Male  □  Female 


Address 


State 


Zip 


Phone -Day:  ( 
Cell:  (  ) 


Night:  (  ) 


E-Mail 


(Church  Name) 

Person  to  notify  in  case  of  emergency 
Phone  #  Day  (  ) 


Medical  Information 


(District) 


Night  (  ) 


Insurance  Policy  Number  and  Company 


Medical  Comments,  allergies  etc. 


In  the  event  of  an  emergency  where  medical  treatment  is  required,  I  give  my  permission  to 
the  event  staff  or  sponsor  to  obtain  the  services  of  a  licensed  physician. 


Date 


Signed 
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YOUTH  SERVICE  FUND  RECOGNITION 

If  you  would  like  to  honor  someone  in  a  special  way,  why  not  consider 
giving  a  gift  of  $20  or  more  to  missions  in  the  form  of  “A  Youth  Service 
Fund  Recognition.”  Example  at  right.  Please  copy  this  form  and  fill 
out  a  separate  form  for  each  person  being  honored. 

Send  the  completed  form  with  your  contribution  of  $20  or  more  to: 

YSF  Recognition  Phone:  (225)  346-1646  x225 

527  North  Blvd.  Fax:  (225)  383-2652 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802  E-mail:  tdolph@bellsouth.net 

Honoree  Name: _ _ 

Your  Name: _ Phone  ( _ ) _ 

Address: _ _ _ _ _ 

City: _ _ Zip  Code: _ 

Church: _ _ Amount  Donated  $ _ 


A  YOUTH  SERVICE  FUND  RECOGNITION 

has  been  awarded  to 

by  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries 

A  gift  for  the  mission  of  the  church  has  been 

forwarded  to 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Youth  Ministries,  The  United  Methodist  Church 

Youth  Service  Fund  Committee  Date 

Youth  Service  Fund  Committee  Youth  Service  Fund  Committee 


0 


i 


D 


A 


Hew;  can  /, 
your  servant, 
talk  to  you, 
my  Lord? 

ZW /  10:17,  m 


Held  at  the  Louisiana  Conference  Center, 

A  Center  for  Spiritual  Renewal  in  Woodworth 

(1-31 8-449-4500) 

#  1  February  6th  —  8th,  2004 

Check  in  Begins  Friday,  February  P,  at  8p.m.  -  Retreat  Ends  Sunday  February  P,  at  11:30a.m. 

Registration  Deadline:  January  28s1,  2004 

or 

#2  February  13th  -  15th,  2004 

Checkin  Begins  Friday  February  IP,  at  8  p.m.  -  Retreat  Ends  Sunday,  February  IP,  at  11:30  a.m. 

Registration  Deadline:  February  4th,  2004 

Facilitator:  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson 
presenting:  Communication 

A  look  at  how  we  can  better  communicate  with  God  and  each  other. 

Event  Fee:  $  75.00  per  person 

Limited  space  for  each  retreat. 

Registrations  (INCLUDES  APPLICATION  &  PAYMENT)  will  be  accepted  on  a  first  come,  first 
served  basis.  Space  may  fill  before  the  deadline,  so  be  sure  to  register  early. 
Registrations/Changes  after  the  deadline  will  be  accepted  on  a  space  available  basis  only 

and  will  be  assessed  a  $15.00  late  fee. 

Who  is  eligible?  Any  youth  in  grades  7th  -  8th  and  Adult  Workers  with  Youth.  There  must  be  one  adult 
counselor  (21  years  of  age  or  older)  for  every  one-to-ten  youth  participants. 

What  to  bring?  Bible,  money  for  YSF,  musical  instruments,  talents,  comfortable  clothing  and  your 
personal  toiletry  items.  (Linens,  towels,  etc.  will  be  provided  by  the  Conference  Center.) 


Registration  Form  and  fee  of  $75.00  must  be  i 

Late  Fee  may  apply  if  rec 

Make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conferer 
mail  with  registration  form  for  each  person  attendin 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Choose  on< 
Attn:  Youth  Director 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720 
(225)  346-1646 

PLEASE  PRINT  □  Visa  □  MasterCard  t 
Credit  Card  Amount  $ _  Name  on  Card _ 


Name  _ 

Address  _ 

City  _ 

Phone  (  ) _  Person  to  N 

E-mail _ 

In  the  event  of  an  emergency  where  medical  treatment  is  required,  I  giv< 
services  of  a  licensed  physician.  Please  attempt  to  notify  me  immediate 
Signed  _ _ 

(Parent  or  legal  Guardian) 

Insurance  Policy  Number  and  Company  _ 


Medical  Comments,  Allergies,  Current  Medications,  etc 


Each  person  attending  must  read  and  sign  the  CCYM  Coven 

Our  Covenant  of  Behavior  fo 

I  agree  that  as  a  participant  in  a  Louisiana  Conference  Council  on 
not  bring  nor  consume/discharge  alcohol,  tobacco,  illegal  drugs  or  firearms  to 
intentionally  cause  the  destruction  or  abuse  of  any  property.  I  understand  that 
svent,  a  phone  call  to  my  parents,  guardians,  pastor  and  or  youth  director,  and  r 
I  also  agree  not  to  bring  any  item,  which  may  interfere  with  the  p 
slayers,  cell  phones,  lap-top  computers  or  other  electronic  devices).  I  am  awai 
Spiritual  Renewal  will  be  providing  my  meals  and  that  I  am  not  to  have  fot 
arranged  for  this  event  at  all  times,  and  at  no  lime  will  I  leave  the  event  site.  I 
relatives)  while  this  event  is  in  progress  and  that  there  will  be  no  visitation  in  rc 
If  I  should  not  act  in  accordance  with  this  covenant  while  attent 
disciplined  at  the  event  director's  discretion,  up  to  expulsion  from  event  and 
my  signature  on  the  registration  form  for  this  event,  I  am  indicating  that  I  h 
expectation  of  an  event  experience  leading  to  my  own  spiritual  growth  and  enjo 
Adult  counselors  have  the  primary  responsibility  for  behavior  of  t 

youth. 

Agreement:  The  following  signatures  indicate  both  participant  and  parent/ guai 
brochure,  and  that  this  “Registration  Form”  and  all  event  information  has  been  i 


Participant  Signature  and  Date 


Pastor  or  Youth  Director/Coordinator  Signature  and  Date 
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received  two  weeks  before  the  event. 

;ceived  after  the  deadline 

nee  (or  fill  out  credit  card  information  below)  and 
ng  to: 

te:  CJ  #1  Jr.  High  Retreat  Oct.  31  -  Nov.  2,  2003 
G  #2  Jr.  High  Retreat  November  7-9,  2003 
CJ  #1  Sr.  High  Retreat  February  6-8,  2004 
Q  #2  Sr.  High  Retreat  February  13-15,  2004 


_ - _  Expiration  Date _ 

Check  Amount:  $ _  Check  #: _ 

_  QYouth  LlAdult  LJMale  Lfcemale 

_ _  Grade  _ 

_  State  _  Zip  _ 

Jotify _ 


(Church  Name)  (District) 

re  my  permission  to  the  event  staff  or  church  sponsor  to  obtain  the 
ely  concerning  any  such  emergency. 

_ Date  _ 


c. 


□ 


Check  here  if  additional  info  is  attached 


lant: 

>r  Louisiana  CCYM  Events 

Youth  Ministry  event.  I  am  expected  to  follow  certain  standards.  I  will 
)  this  event,  nor  will  I  engage  in  inappropriate  sexual  behavior,  nor  will  I 
l  failure  to  comply  with  the  above  may  result  in  my  expulsion  from  this 
my  suspension  from  the  next  two  Louisiana  Conference  Youth  events, 
purpose  of  this  event  (such  as  fireworks,  skateboards,  stereos,  CD/tapc 
ue  that  the  Louisiana  Conference  Center.  A  United  Methodist  Center  for 
>od  sent  or  delivered  to  this  event.  I  agree  to  follow  the  daily  schedule 
I  understand  that  there  will  be  no  visitors  allowed  (including  family  and 
ooms  designated  for  the  opposite  gender  whether  youth  or  adult, 
ding  this  Louisiana  Conference  Youth  event.  I  realize  that  I  may  be 
suspension  from  the  next  two  Louisiana  Conference  Youth  events.  By 
have  read  this  covenant  and  accept  my  end  of  the  agreement,  with  the 
oyment. 

their  group  and  agree  to  follow  the  same  covenant  of  behavior  as  the 

udian  (if  applicable)  agree  to  enter  into  the  Covenant  as  printed  in  this 
read  and  understood. 


Parent/Guardian  Signature  (if  applicable)  and  Date 


JUNIOR 
HIGH 
RETREAT 

Held  at  the  Louisiana 

Conference  Center, 

A  Center  for  Spiritual  Renewal  in  Woodworth 

(1-318-449-4500) 

presenting:  Communication 

A  look  at  how  we  can  better  communicate  with  God  and  each  other. 

FACILITATORS:  Rev.  Percell  Church,  Jr. 

Rev.  Roger  Templeton 
EVENT  FEE:  $  75.00  Per  Person 
#1  October  31 #t  -  November  2Bd,  2003 

Check  in  Begins  Friday,  October  31st,  at  8  p.m.  -  Retreat  Ends  Sunday,  November  2*,  at  11 30  am 

Registration  Deadline:  #1  -  October  22nd,  2003. 

or 

#2  November  7th  -  9th,  2003 

Check  in  Begins  Friday,  November 7th,  at8p.m.  -  Retreat  Ends  Sunday,  Novembers,  at  11:30  a.m. 

Registration  Deadline:  #2  -  October  29th,  2003. 

Limited  space  for  each  retreat 

Registrations  (INCLUDES  APPLICATION  &  PAYMENT)  will  be  accepted  on  a  first  come  first 
served  basis.  Space  may  fill  before  the  deadline,  so  be  sure  to  register  early  ’ 
Registrations/Changes  after  the  deadline  will  be  accepted  on  a  space  available  basis  only 

and  will  be  assessed  a  $1 5.00  late  fee. 

Who  is  eligible?  Any  youth  in  grades  7*  -  8*  and  Adult  Workers  with  Youth.  There  must  be  one  adult 
counselor  (21  years  of  age  or  older)  for  every  one-to-ten  youth  participants. 

What  to  brinq?  Bible,  money  for  YSF,  musical  instruments,  talents,  comfortable  clothing  and  your 
personal  toiletry  items.  (Linens,  towels,  etc.  will  be  provided  by  the  Conference  Center.) 


Hotvcan  /, 
your  servant 
talk  to  you, 
«ny  Cord? 

DatUel  1 0.1  7a  M\/ 
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September  27th,  2003 


La.  United 
Methodist 
HAPPENING 

for  info  contact: 

Larry  Bates 
(225)  767-6467 
MLBDDS1  @aol.com 


REGISTRATION  DEADLINE  IS  SEPTEMBER  17, 2003 

Return  to  your  Youth  Director  or  Coordinator  for  mailing  to  the  Conference  Office. 

If  paying  by  personal  check  or  credit  card,  Please  fill  in: 


^  Please  check  here  if  your 
church  is  paying  for  you. 


Please  make  checks 
payable  to  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference 


Check  Amount 


Check  # 


Credit  Card  Amount 


PLEASE  PRINT 

Name _ 


G  Visa  G  MasterCard  # 
Name  on  Card _ _ 


Expiration  Date 


Church 


District 


T-Shirt  Size 
Phone ( 


Name  of  Adult  Attending  with  You 


E-Mail 


Each  person  attending  must  read  and  sign  the  CCYM  Covenant: 

Our  Covenant  of  Behavior  for  Louisiana  CCYM  Events 

I  agree  that  as  a  participant  in  a  Louisiana  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministry  event,  1  am  expected  to  follow  certain  conduct 
standards.  I  will  not  taring  nor  consume/discharge  alcohol,  tobacco,  illegal  drugs  or  firearms  to  this  event,  nor  will  I  engage  in  inappropriate 
sexual  behavior,  nor  will  1  intentionally  cause  the  destruction  or  abuse  of  any  property.  I  understand  that  failure  to  comply  with  the  above 
may  result  in  my  expulsion  from  this  event,  a  phone  call  to  my  parents,  guardians,  pastor  and  or  youth  director,  and  my  suspension  from  the 
next  two  Louisiana  Conference  Youth  events. 

I  also  agree  not  to  bring  any  item,  which  may  interfere  with  the  purpose  of  this  event  (such  as  fireworks,  skateboards,  stereos, 
CD/tape  players,  cell  phones,  lap-top  computers  or  other  electronic  devices). 

Ifl  should  not  act  in  accordance  with  this  covenant  while  attending  this  Louisiana  Conference  Youth  event,  I  realize  that  I  may  be 
disciplined  at  the  event  director’s  discretion,  up  to  expulsion  from  event  and  suspension  from  the  next  two  Louisiana  Conference  Youth 
events.  By  mv  signature  on  the  registration  form  for  this  event,  1  am  indicating  that  I  have  read  this  covenant  and  accept  my  end  of  the 
agreement  with  the  expectation  of  an  event  experience  leading  to  my  own  spiritual  growth  and  enjoyment 

Adult  counselors  have  the  primary  responsibility  for  behavior  of  their  group  and  agree  lo  follow  the  same  covenant  of  behavior  as  the  youth. 


Participants  Signature  &  Date 


FOR  CHURCH  USE  ONLY 

Attention  Youth  Director  or  Adult  Chaperone.  Please  collect  Registration  Forms  for  ALL  PARTICIPANTS 
attending  from  your  church  and  send  them  together  with  your  form  containing  the  following  information: 

T«tal  Attentfiaf  _ Youth  _ Adults 

T-Shirts  Needed  -  Sizes  _ Small  _ Medium  _ Large  _ X-Large  - XX-Large 


Group  Contact  Person  Attending 


City 


State 


Zip 


(  ). 


E-MaH 


(Dstici) 


(Qmk  Nan) 

Attn:  Tenth  Director  5J7  North  Bird.  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70803-5720  (2Z5)  346-164* 


FORMAT... 

Registrants  arrive  at  7:00  pm  on  Friday.  After 
dorm  assignments  and  introductions,  the  week  end 
theme  begins  to  develop  through  a  series  of  talks 
which  compare  the  changing  nature  of  material  & 
social  reality  as  compared  to  the  permanent  nature 
of  spiritual  reality,  a  firm  foundation  on  which  teens 
can  build  a  secure  foundation  on  life.  Included  in 
the  schedule  are  small  group  discussions  on  each 
talk.  Each  day  begins  &  ends  in  Worship,  singing, 
games,  and  fun.  The  closing  service  at  3:30  on 
Sunday  is  open  to  family,  friends,  and  Church 
members.  The  Happening  ends  at  5:30  PM  on 
Sunday.  Participants  are  not  asked  to  do  anything 
embarrassing.  They  will  meet  some  neat  friends 
who  face  the  same  problems  in  school,  family,  dat¬ 
ing,  &  everyday  life.  They  will  find  some  answers 
this  weekend. 

STAFF... 

The  Happening  is  staffed  &  put  on  by  teenagers 
for  teenagers  10th  -  12th  grades.  The  few  adults 
present  will  be  there  to  support  the  weekend.  There 
will  be  Spiritual  Directors  to  administer  the  sacra¬ 
ments  and  provide  spiritual  counseling.  The 
Happening  is  fun  and  you  will  meet  some  neat  peo¬ 
ple. 

Can  Christianity  penetrate  the  reality  of  a 
teenager’s  world  today?  Can  modem  youth  turn  on 
to  Christ’s  love  instead  of  drugs,  violence,  or  apathy? 

THE  HAPPENING  MOVEMENT  THINKS  SO!!! 

It  proposes  no  new  types  of  spirituality,  however, 
it  does  provide  a  method  through  which  one’s  spiri¬ 
tuality  may  be  developed,  lived,  &  shared  in  fellow¬ 
ship  with  Christians  willing  to  dedicate  their  lives  to 
God  in  an  on-going  manner... 

An  Instrument  of  Renewal... 

The  Happening  Experience  is  a  powerful  instru¬ 
ment  of  renewal  in  the  Church.  Its  aim  is  to  con¬ 
centrate  closely  on  the  person  &  teachings  of  Jesus 
Christ.  The  Happening  gives  those  who  attend  the 
desire  to  understand  and  serve  the  Church.  What's 
more,  it  provides  a  means  to  continue  the  Christian 
formations,  which  is  just  begun  in  the  3-day  pro¬ 
gram. 


A  Once  in  a  Lifetime 
Experience! 

A  Happening  can  only  be  made  once  in  a  life¬ 
time,  therefore  it  is  not  a  substitute  for  a  retreat. 
During  the  3  days,  the  teachings  of  Christ  are  dis¬ 
cussed  in  a  feeling  of  Joy  &  Happiness,  with  many 
singing  &  informational  sessions.  The  Happening 
makes  succeeding  retreats  more  profitable. 
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Mark  your  calendar:  May  4, 2003  Is  YSF  Sunday 


Youth  Service  Fund  (YSF)  is  the  United 
Methodist  mission  fund  supported  by 
youth.  YSF  provides  a  way  for  youth  to  be 
in  real  ministry  with  each  other. 

United  Methodist  teens  raise  money 
for  other  teens  doing  ministry  in  their 
churches  and  communities  impacting 
poverty,  illiteracy,  delinquency,  and 
social  justice. 

The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Louisiana  Youth 

Churches  contributing  through 
monthly  remittance  form  listed  below: 

Shreveport  $2,792.14 

Christ 

1st  Mansfield 
1st,  Shreveport 
Summer  Grove 
Love  Chapel 
North  Highlands 
Asbury 
Ida 

Greenwood 

St  Luke’s 

Pleasant  Hill 

Grace  Community 

Lakeview 

Coushatta 

Zwolle 

1st,  Bossier 

Wesley  Chapel 

Noel  Memorial 

Vivian 

Broadmoor 

Bethany 

St.  James 

Keithville 

Logansport 

Pelican 

Gilliam 

Mangum 

Barksdale 

Hosston 

Morningside 

Ellerbe  Rd. 

Bethel 

Walker’s  Chapel 
Plain  Dealing 
Fairview 
LongStreet 
Round  Grove 
Hall  Summit 
Crossroads 
Bonchest 
St.  Paul 


Youth  raised  $9,861.36  in  2002. 
Recipients  of  the  YSF  grants  for  2003 
were  McNeese  State  University  Wesley 
Foundation  for  a  youth  campus  immer¬ 
sion  experience;  Harvest  of  Hope,  a 
national  hunger  fighter;  Appalachia 
Service  Project  for  home  repair  and 
Paracletia,  Inc.,  providing  confidential 
and  compassionate  pastoral  care  for 
adolescents  in  recovery  and  adolescent 


Top  Ten  Churches 

in  giving  for  2002: 

*1  1st,  Natchitoches$783.00 

2  1st  Hammond 

$602.00 

*3  Christ 

$577.36 

4  1st  Slidell 

$561.00 

*5  Jefferson 

$474.50 

6  1st  Mansfield 

$447.00 

7  Munholland 

$421.00 

8  1st,  Shreveport 

$358.78 

*9  St  Paul’s,  Monroe 

$303.67 

10  Gonzales 

$300.00 

$4,828.31 

*  =  Also  a  Top  Ten  Church  in 

2001 

Northshore  $1,745.00 

1st  Hammond 
1st  Slidell 
Amite 
Centenary 
Roberts 

1st  Denham  Springs 
Hartzell-Mt  Zion 
Lee’s  Landing 
Fisher 

1st,  Covington 

Bush 

Sun 

Baton  Rouge  $1,449.50 

Jefferson 

Gonzales 

Zachary 


pregnancy  and  delivery  issues  while 
incarcerated. 

An  Offering  may  be  taken  on  May  4  or 
any  other  Sunday  your  church  desig¬ 
nates  as  YSF  Sunday.  Offering  envelopes 
may  be  ordered  from  the  Conference 
office  at  no  cost  to  you.  ‘‘Youth  Service 
Fund  Recognition”  certificate  may  be 
obtained  to  honor  someone  in  a  special 
way  by  giving  a  gift  to  YSF.  (See  related 


Clear  Creek 
Broadmoor 
1st,  Baton  Rouge 
1st,  Baker 
Meadows  Chapel 
St  Andrews 
St  Francisville 
Lutcher 
Lutcher  Chapel 

Alexandria  $1,149.42 

1st,  Natchitoches 
Nolley  Memorial 
1st  Pineville 
Wilton 
St  Mark’s 
1st,  Boyce 

Fellowship  /  Hineston 

Asbury 

Emmanuel 

New  Orleans  $964.85 

Munholland 

Rayne 

Covenant 

Bethany 

Cornerstone 

Thompson 

Shaw  Temple 

Gretna 

Luling 

St.  Matthews 
Metarie 
Brooks 
St  Luke’s 

Ruston  $807.83 

Trinity 

Grace 

I^akeview 

Centerpoint 

Farmerville 

Shongaloo 

Oak  Grove 

Salem 


article  for  additional  information  on 
these.) 

If  you  would  like  additional  informa¬ 
tion,  please  contact  Director  of  Youth 
Ministry  for  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  1-888-239  5286  or  225-346 
1646  or  email:  tdoIph@bellsouth.net  or 
write  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802. 

Web  page:  http://www.la-umc.org. 

in  2002 

Memorial 
Mt.  Mariah 
1st  Minden 

Monroe  $390.67 

St  Paul’s 
1st,  Monroe 
Asbury 
Crowville 
St.  Joseph 

Lake  Charles  $353.25 

1st,  Leesville 
1st,  Crowley 
1st  Lake  Charles 
Westlake 
Roanoke 
Oak  Park 
Holly  Grove 
Wesley/ Sulphur 
Hackberry 
Mallalieu 
Branch 

Acadiana  $208.70 

La  Memorial 
Port  Barre 
1st,  Houma 
St  Mark 
1st,  Franklin 
Mallalieu 


Sr  High  Retreat  $3,637.61 
Jr  High  Retreat  $2,637.38 
DCYM  Training  $324.00 
Other  Youth  Events/ Contributions 
$308.80 


and  Churches  Contribute  $9,861 .36  To  YSF 
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Louisiana  Conference NOift! 


April  11,2003 


Methodist  Hospital  emphasizes 
Christian-based  healthcare 


Peoples, 


from  page  7 


board  members  went  with  a  TCA  staff 
member  to  the  city  to  clear  the  last 
roadblock,  and  TCA  was  able  to  open 
this  newest  Head  Start  Center  in  April, 
2003,  for  forty  families  who’ve  patient¬ 
ly,  then  impatiendy,  waited  for  day¬ 
care  for  their  children. 

In  June,  2003,  Peoples  will  once 
again  provide  a  Summer  Day 
Enrichment  and  Enhancement  Camp 
for  6-12  year  old  children.  Such  a 
camp  keeps  children  off  the  street  and 
out  of  trouble  while  encouraging 
them  with  tutoring  as  well  as  fun 
activities.  It  also  allows  their  families 
the  surety  that  their  children  are  in  a 
safe,  value-oriented  environment, 
receiving  hot,  nutritious  meals  and 
snacks  as  well  as  creative,  stimulating 
activities. 

Our  Board  is  pleased  to  announce 


that  Rev.  Marva  Mitchell  will  once 
again  direct  our  camp  with  the  help  of 
paid  and  volunteer  staff.  Our  Board 
continues  to  explore  the  possibility  of 
offering  after-school  tutoring  through 
the  next  school  year.  Through  the 
Good  Samaritan  Offering,  United 
Methodists  across  Louisiana  continue 
to  help  us  help  the  poor  of  southeast 
Louisiana  with  a  caring  environment 
for  children  who  may  be  poor,  but 
have  the  same  zeal  for  learning,  the 
same  desire  to  belong,  the  same 
desire  for  creativity  as  those  whose 
families  offer  far  greater  resources  for 
learning.  The  Richard  Calvin  Building 
in  which  we  house  the  Summer  Camp 
needs  to  be  completely  renovated  and 
expanded.  If  you  can  help  with  vol¬ 
unteers  or  other  resources,  please 
email  me  at  bbrowell@msn.com. 


Progress  continues  at  Lafon  Home 


John  Wesley  demonstrated  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  God’s  love  and  goodness  with 
gifts  of  caring  and  sharing.  The  founder 
of  the  Methodist  Church  ministered  to 
the  sick,  the  hungry,  the  homeless,  the 
poor,  and  the  imprisoned  as  he  deliv¬ 
ered  spiritual  education. 

Today,  more  than  250  years  after  the 
founding  of  the  Methodist  Church,  the 
connection  between  physical  well-being 
and  spiritual  health  remains  constant. 

“Helping  others  by  giving  our  time, 
our  assistance,  or  a  monetary  donation, 
is  an  avenue  for  greater  spiritual 
growth,”  says  Methodist  Hospital 
Chaplain  Judy  Nelson. 

“By  His  own  example  and  words, 
such  as  the  Good  Samaritan  parable, 
Jesus  demonstrated  that  physical  needs 
for  food,  clothing,  shelter  and  healing 
are  important  concerns." 

Today,  Methodist  Hospital  is  the  only 
Christian-based  healthcare  institution  in 
New  Orleans  and  one  of  few  church- 
affiliated  hospitals  in  Louisiana. 

“We  have  an  important  message  in  a 
Christian  philosophy  and  an  important 
identity  that  we  are  proud  to  emphasize,” 
says  Hospital  President  Frederick  Young, 
Jr.,  noting  that  the  hospital’s  marketing 
reflects  its  mission  of  caring  for  the 
whole  person  -  mind,  body  and  spirit. 

“Our  Christian  foundation  is  a  bless¬ 
ing  that  provides  us  with  a  unique  posi¬ 
tion  -  and  unique  obligation  -  in  the 
healthcare  field. 

“We  have  a  God-given  directive  to 
assist  others  on  spiritual,  physical,  emo¬ 
tional  and  financial  levels. 

“When  other  hospitals  in  the  area 
made  the  decision  to  affiliate  with  nation¬ 
al,  for-profit  chains,  the  Methodist  Board 
reaffirmed  its  commitment  to  remain 
linked  to  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Conference,”  Young  emphasizes. 

Chaplain  Nelson  emphasizes  that 
spreading  the  word  of  Methodist 
Hospital’s  commitment  to  Christianity 
caring  is  equally  as  important  as 


"Our  Christian  foundation  is  a 
blessing  that  provides  us  with  a 
unique  position  -  and  unique  obli¬ 
gation  -  in  the  healthcare  field." 

demonstrating  that  commitment  on  a 
daily  basis.  “We  are  proud  of  our  convic¬ 
tions  and  take  pride  in  reflecting  our 
spiritual  philosophy  in  advertising  and 
marketing  programs,”  she  says.  "We  feel 
it  is  an  important  message  not  only  to 
reassure  patients  and  their  families  but 
also  a  true  reflection  of  the  comprehen¬ 
sive  care  that  we  deliver.” 

As  a  non-profit  institution,  however, 
Methodist  Hospital  relies  on  contribu¬ 
tions  from  the  community,  as  well  as 
from  members  of  the  Methodist  family, 
to  help  patients  who  qualify  for  financial 
need  while  also  maintaining  the 
Hospital’s  competitive  edge. 

The  Good  Samaritan  Fund,  supported 
by  donations  from  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  a  twice-a-year  col¬ 
lection,  is  one  method  of  demonstrating 
commitments  or  convictions  by  helping 
patients  and  their  families  with  the  unex¬ 
pected  expenses  and  financial  demands 
associated  with  illness  and  injury. 

“Established  with  the  opening  of 
Methodist  Hospital,  35  years  ago,  the 
Fund  has  proved  to  be  an  economical 
and  spiritual  gift  to  hundreds  of  individu¬ 
als,  thanks  to  the  generosity  of  Methodist 
Church  members,”  Chaplain  Nelson  says. 

“Helping  people  in  times  of  need  is 
fundamental  to  the  ministry  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  to  our 
Hospital,”  Chaplain  Nelson  explains. 
“The  Fund  provides  financial  assistance 
for  a  patient’s  physical  concerns  while 
our  prayers  and  counseling  support  the 
spiritual  aspects  of  healing.” 

All  donations  to  the  Good  Samaritan 
Fund  go  directly  to  financial  assistance  for 
those  who  demonstrate  eligibility  for  help. 


The  recent  construction  of  an 
Administrative  Wing  at  Lafon  Home  in 
New  Orleans  has  put  a  smile  on  the 
faces  of  staff  and  residents. 

Harry  Franatovich,  new  administra¬ 
tor,  is  enjoying  his  spacious  new  office, 
and  the  business  office  is  newly 
designed  and  equipped  with  the  latest  in 
technology. 

Allegra  Marine,  human 
resources /secretary,  is  glad  to  have  some 
“breathing  room”  in  her  new  office. 

Anna  Smith,  social  services  director,  has 
a  permanent  grin  on  her  face  because 
she  can  now  meet  and  greet  prospective 
residents  and  their  family  members  in  a 
spacious,  pleasant  atmosphere. 

Construction  of  the  new 
Administrative  Wing  has  permitted  the 
relocation  of  some  offices  that  made 
room  for  an  expansion  of  Lafon’s  dining 
room. 

Now  residents  have  additional  space 
which  adds  to  the  enjoyment  of  their 
dining  experience.  The  consecration  of 
these  two  projects  was  recently  conduct¬ 
ed  by  our  bishop,  William  W. 
Hutchinson. 

Our  renovated  dining  room  was  the 
site  of  the  2003  Residents’  Mardi  Gras 
Ball.  This  year’s  ball  theme  was  “Mardi 
Gras  in  the  Wild.” 

Through  the  decorating  skills  of 
Activity  Director  Anissa  Barabino  and 
her  associates,  the  area  was  transformed 
into  a  Wild  Animal  Preserve,  complete 
with  foliage,  elephants  and  even  King 


Kong,  himself. 

The  Royal  Court  was  introduced  by 
WDSU-TV  Anchor  Norman  Robinson. 
Those  presented  were:  Ms.  Myrtle 
Blanchard,  queen;  Mr.  Herman  Johnson, 
king;  Ms.  Ethel  Mitchell  and  Ms.  Joan 
Jones,  maids;  and  Mr.  Charles  Frank  and 
Mr.  Lydell  Mitchell,  dukes. 

The  queen  and  her  maids  were 
escorted  by  Buford  Jordan,  former 
Saints’  player  and  current  personal 
trainer. 

Royal  entertainment  was  provided  by 
John  Boutte  and  Friends  and  the  New 
Horizon  Dance  Ensemble. 

Harry  Franatovich,  our  administrator, 
has  implemented  some  very  positive 
changes  since  his  arrival  at  Lafon  Home. 

“I  have  found  here  at  Lafon  a  dedicat¬ 
ed  and  caring  staff,  which  will  make  my 
goals  easier  to  achieve,"  said 
Franatovich. 

Gifts  generated  by  the  Good 
Samaritan  Offering  help  support  the 
financial  needs  of  the  Lafon  Home. 

Be  on  watch  for  Lafon’s  two  major 
fund  raisers.  “A  Jazzy  Night  in  June  2003” 
will  be  held  on  Friday,  June  20  from  8- 1 1 
p.m.  at  the  Astor  Crowne  Plaza  Hotel, 

100  Bourbon  St.,  New  Orleans. 
Admission  is  $50  per  person. 

The  Buford  Jordan /Richard  Cooper 
Golf  Tournament  is  scheduled  for  Friday, 
Nov.  7,  2003. 

For  additional  information  on  either 
of  these  events,  call  Ted  Jones  at  (504) 
288-2314. 
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Youth  Director  Needed 

St.  Andrew's  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  is  seeking  a  full  time  Youth  Director.  The  person  must 
have  Youth  Ministry  experience,  and  a  passion  for  youth.  This  is  a  fantastic  position  in  a 
great  working  environment.  The  group  is  already  firmly  established  and  currently  aver¬ 
ages  over  70  youth/Sunday  night  UMYF.  Very  responsible  and  experienced  volunteers 
are  already  in  place,  and  "Booster" committees  to  plan  the  details  of  major  events,  trips  & 
activities.  Currently  has  a  very  strong  Youth  Council  in  place  as  a  solid  youth  leadership 
team.  Email  resumes  to  searchcommittee@standrewsumc.net,  or  call  225-752-2903 
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'The  Giving  Factory'  has  been  going  strong  for  1 5  years  at  Noel  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church. 


Noel  Memoriarfactory'  churns  out  gifts 


Noel  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Giving  Factory  started  over 
15  years  ago  as  a  small  outreach  pro¬ 
gram  for  the  needy  and  elderly  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  community.  Members  of 
the  congregation  would  bring  several 
bags  of  groceries  to  the  church  to  be 
deliverd  to  people  whose  names  were 
provided  by  the  Salvation  Army.  In 
the  beginning,  about  75  families  were 
helped. 

For  the  2002  Giving  Factory,  the 
congregation  met  on  Saturday, 
December  7,  to  bag  sugar  and  put 
thousands  of  pounds  of  groceries  on 
tables  in  preparation  for  filling  1240 
sacks  of  groceries  for  620  different 
families  the  next  night.  The  service 
organizations  at  Caddo  Magnet  High 
School  worked  three  Wednesday 
afternoons  prior  to  this  time  to  carry 
this  food  from  the  church  basement 
to  the  work  area.  The  Noel  youth 
double-bagged  the  sacks  to  be  used- 
2,480  bags! 


Following  a  short  vesper  service 
Sunday,  Dec.  8,  the  “shopping”  (filling 
the  bags)  began.  In  addition  to  the 
grocery  division,  there  were  divisions 
for  children  and  toiletries.  One  thou¬ 
sand  bags  of  groceries  were  loaded 
into  trucks,  vans,  and  cars  by  Noel 
youth  and  a  scout  troop  sponsored  by 
the  church.  These  groceries  were 
given  to  students  at  three  different 
schools,  one  entire  government-sub¬ 
sidized  community,  and  the  elderly  at 
four  different  such  communities.  The 
remaining  bags  were  picked  up  at  the 
church  by  elderly  individuals  who 
receive  groceries  from  the  Noel  neigh¬ 
borhood  food  pantry.  The  children’s 
gifts  went  to  nursing  homes,  while  the 
toiletries  were  delivered  to  many  dif¬ 
ferent  rescue  missions. 

The  spirit  of  Christmas  is  about 
giving.  God  gave  us  his  son;  the  least 
we,  His  people,  can  do  is  help  in  a 
small  way,  those  who  are  less  fortu¬ 
nate. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  Shreveport  District  Communication  Advisor: 

Ginger  Rogers 
5722  Grover  Place 
Shreveport,  LA  71 105 
(318)  861-6024 

vrogers@citistreetonline.com 


Scouts  organize  '1 0  Commandment  Hike' 


The  Norwela  Council  of  Boy  Scouts  of 
America  organized  a  “Ten  Command¬ 
ment  Hike”  several  months  ago,  which 
led  217  participants  on  a  four-mile  ecu¬ 
menical  journey  through  the  streets  of 
Shreveport. 

Starting  at  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  large  group  of 
Boy  Scouts  and  family  members  heard 
Rev.  Steven  Spurlock  speak  about  the 
First  Commandment.  The  participants 
moved  on  to  Broadmoor  Baptist  Church 
for  the  Second  Commandment,  and 
then  to  St.  Luke's  UMC  for  an  explana¬ 
tion  of  the  Third  Commandment  by  Rev. 
John  Alston. 

The  rest  of  the  hiking  tour  included 


presentations  from  other  Protestant 
churches,  St.  Joseph’s  Catholic  Church, 
and  the  B’Nai  Zion  Congregation. 

Brothers,  sisters  and  parents  “tagged 
along”  with  the  hikers,  including  one 
father  in  a  motorized  wheel  chair  with  a 
physically  challenged  11 -year-old 
Tenderfoot. 

Rev.  Spurlock  was  so  enthused,  that 
he  decided  to  go  along  with  the  group 
after  that  made  the  stop  at  Broadmoor 
UMC. 

One  event  organizer  commented, 
“Crossing  three  busy  streets  on  a 
Saturday  morning  showed  a  lot  of  folks 
that  Boy  Scouting  is  still  a  strong  organi¬ 
zation  in  our  city.” 


Director  of  Serving  Ministries 

Full-time  ministry  opportunity  for  person  with  a  deep  Christian  com¬ 
mitment  to  serving  others.  Will  direct  inter-city,  national  and  global 
missions  efforts  for  FUMC,  Shreveport,  LA.  Must  be  a  team  player, 
visionary  and  able  to  work  well  with  other  groups  and  agencies. 
Contact  Rev. Tom  Howe,  FUMC,  P.O.  Drawer  1 567,  Shreveport,  LA  71 1 65- 
1 567, 31 8-424-7771  or  email  thowe@fumcshreveport.org. 


The  Young  Adult  Class  at  Noel  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  hosted  'This  Day,' 
based  on  Luke  1 1:3. 


Bands  rock  This  Day' at  Noel  Memorial 


The  Young  Adult  Class  at  Noel 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
hosted  a  much-anticipated  event  this  fall 
to  bring  the  community  together  and 
spark  an  interest  in  some  new  projects 
taking  place  at  this  grand  old  church. 

The  event,  appropriately  deemed 
This  Day  from  Luke  11:3  (and  coinciden¬ 
tally  held  on  Nov.  3),  featured  two  top- 
notch  Christian-rock  bands  -  one  all  the 
way  from  San  Antonio,  “Brown,”  and 
another  from  Ruston,  “Common 
Ground”,  as  well  as  two  highly-motiva- 
tional  and  funny  speakers,  Chris  Larsen 
and  Joe  Boyd.  This  Day’s  emcee  and 
founder,  Jeff  Caraway,  along  with  help 
from  co-founders  Kenny  and  Julia 
Morrow,  Todd  and  Michaela  Stanberry, 
Theresa  McConnell,  and  Jeanie 
Middleton,  kicked  off  the  festivities 
around  3  p.m.  to  a  great  crowd  with 
awesome  tunes  from  "Common 
Ground”.  Chris  Larsen  followed  with 
some  good  laughs  and  thought-provok¬ 


ing  words.  Guests  dined  on  America’s 
favorite  meal  -  PIZZA!!!  -then  “Brown” 
cranked  it  up  again  with  lead  singer 
Justin  Graves  wailing  on  some  fine 
music.  “Big  Joe”  Boyd  took  the  floor 
next,  sharing  more  good  laughs  and 
some  truly  eye-opening  ministry.  Then 
“Brown”  came  back  to  bring  it  all  to  a 
close  with  a  few  more  popular  melodies; 
so  popular,  in  fact,  that  a  few  of  Noel’s 
own  were  overcome  with  an  urge  to 
dance  with  the  band! 

All  in  all,  Noel  saw  a  remarkably 
inspiring  thing  take  place  in  its 
Fellowship  Hall  this  November.  And  the 
church  should  look  forward  to  more  of 
the  same  as  its  Young  Adults  seek  to 
build  an  unbreakable  tower  of  faith 
through  such  efforts  as  a  Contemporary 
Worship  Service  and  renovations  to  their 
Sunday  School  room.  Great  things  are  in 
store  for  Noel  and  the  Shreveport- 
Bossier  community  -  and  God  most  def¬ 
initely  has  both  His  hands  in  it. 
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OWL  Center  offers  holistic  services 


Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
in  Ruston  proudly  offers  its  programs  to 
the  hurting  children  of  Louisiana.  We 
celebrated  100  years  in  2002,  having 
transitioned  through  the  century  from 
an  orphanage  to  a  home  for  children  of 
broken  homes  to  our  current  focus — a 
ministry  that  strives  to  return  children  to 
their  families.  Yet  the  mission  is  the 
same — to  provide  the  highest  quality  of 
care  to  Louisiana’s  children  and  families 
by  offering  holistic  services  which  pro¬ 
mote  personal  growth  and  wholesome 
family  life.  This  wholesomeness  can 
only  be  achieved  by  presenting  the 
example  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  recon¬ 
ciling  love  of  God. 

As  we  serve  children  in  this  second 
century,  we  realize  the  value  of  Mrs. 
Loraine  Nobles  Howard’s  estate,  which 
included  acreage  for  our  Outdoor 
Wilderness  Learning  Center.  This  800- 
acre  tract  enables  our  youth,  the  entire 
state,  and  even  our  neighboring  states  to 
experience  the  therapeutic  atmosphere 
of  natural  surroundings.  This  outdoor 
setting  holds  a  valuable  key  to  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  Children’s  Home  in  this  new 
century. 

The  OWL  is  open  year  round,  con¬ 


ducting  activities  in  all  seasons.  Church 
groups,  community  organizations,  and 
businesses  can  benefit  from  this  unique 
experience  no  matter  what  the  reason — 
corporate  training,  experiential  learning 
for  young  people,  or  just  FUN.  Activities 
include  bildng,  hiking,  boating,  fishing, 
sports,  horticulture,  hunter  safety  and 
more. 

One  feature  of  the  OWL  is  the  Team 
Challenge  Course.  Certified  by 
Adventure  Experiences,  Inc.,  the  course 
stresses  safety  at  all  times.  The  course 
consists  of  two  types  of  elements:  the 
“low”,  which  focus  on  communication, 
problem-solving,  and  team-building 
skills;  and  the  “high”,  which  challenge 
the  individual  to  exceed  personal  limita¬ 
tions,  overcome  obstacles,  and  face  the 
unknown.  The  “low”  elements  are  no 
more  than  12  feet  above  the  ground, 
while  the  “high”  reach  heights  of  40  feet. 

In  addition,  a  full  fledged  equine  pro¬ 
gram  will  soon  be  a  reality.  Plans  for  the 
horse  barn  are  being  implemented,  and 
animals  and  supplies  are  already  being 
gathered. 

The  OWL  staff  is  honored  to  host  and 
schedule  groups.  Call  Kim  Ratcliff,  activ¬ 
ities  supervisor  at  (318)  777-3460. 


The  Outdoor  Wilderness  Learning  Center,  or  OWL,  offers  families  a  place  to  grow  per¬ 
sonally  and  have  fun  together.  Church  groups,  community  organizations,  and  business¬ 
es  can  also  benefit  from  this  unique  facility.  Activities  include  the  ropes  course,  at  left, 
biking,  hiking,  boating,  fishing,  sports,  horticulture,  hunter  safety  and  more. 


Athens  to  host  Easter  sunrise  service 


Athens  United  Methodist  Church  will 
be  sponsoring  a  sunrise  service  on 
Easter  Sunday,  April  20,  at  approximately 
at  5:30  a.m. 

The  services  will  be  held  on  Freddie 
Spigener’s  farm  on  Highway  9 — 1  mile 

Upcoming  events  in 

Watch  for  these  upcoming  events: 
Jonesboro  UMC  “Spring  Fling”;  April  13; 

3-8  p.m.;  concerts,  worship,  food,  ping 
pong,  foose  ball;  cost-$5;  contact 
ShadrickWall,  (318)  395-1966  or  (318) 
259-2258. 

District  Youth  Rally  ’03  “180  Degrees"; 
Haynesville  High  football  stadium;  April 


north  of  Athens.  Signs  will  be  placed  on 
the  highway  for  directions.  Regular  serv¬ 
ices  will  be  at  1 1  a.m.  at  the  church. 
Everyone  is  invited  to  attend  these  serv¬ 
ices.  For  additional  information,  please 
contact  Bro.  Charles  Penuell  at  258-5061. 

the  Ruston  District 

26;  6  p.m.;  Perfect  Punt,  win  $10,000; 
praise  band,  speaker  Jay  Inwder;  free 
pizza  and  drinks. 

Weekend  of  the  Cross  2003,  Ruston, 
La.;  July  31 -Aug.  3;  mission  opportunity 
for  youth  who  have  completed  grades  7- 
12;  contact  Brian  Mercer,  Trinity  UMC, 
(318)  251-0758. 


Homer  church  to  present  musical  drama 


The  youth  and  their  friends  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Homer  will  present  a  musical  drama 
about  the  life  of  Jesus  on  Sunday, 
April  13  at  6  p.m.  and  again  on  April 
17  at  7  p.m. 


The  presentation  will  last  approxi¬ 
mately  one  hour.  Come  and  hear  the 
wonderful  story  of  Jesus.  For  addi¬ 
tional  information,  you  may  contact 
Rev.  David  Dietzel  at  (318)  927-3365 
or  318-3379. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  Ruston  District  Communication  Advisor: 

Laura  Jones 

2019  Airport  Loop,  Homer,  LA  71040 
(318)  927-5220 


lmjones@bayou.com 


Annual 

Conference 

2003 

"Being  Perfected 
in  Unity...that  the 
World  May 
Know." 

Centenary  College 
Shreveport 

June  4-7 


The  Pre-Conference 
Report  for  the  2003 
Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  includ¬ 
ing  schedule  and 
Pre-Conference 
briefing  dates,  is 
now  ready  to  down¬ 
load  from  the  Web 
at  (www.la-umc.org). 


On  the  Journey: 

The  Study  Committee 
Reports/2 


Proposed 
Re-districting  /4-5 


VOL  4,  NO.  8  BATON  ROUGE,  LA  April  25, 2003 


Preparations  for  2003  Annual  Conference  in  full  swing 


The  2003  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  slated  for  June  4-7  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport,  is 
being  planned  around  the  theme, 

“Being  Perfected  in  Unity . . .  that  the 
World  May  Know.” 

The  brightly  colored,  abstract  logo  for 
this  year’s  annual  conference  was  illus¬ 
trated  by  Texas  artist  Ann  Jouett,  who 
also  designed  the  logo  used  for  the  2001 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  Two  fig¬ 
ures  join  hands  as  they  stand  on  a  repre- 
sentadon  of  the  globe,  which  is  backed 
by  a  flame  representative  of  that  found 
in  the  United  Methodist  "cross  and 
flame”  logo.  The  illustration  will  be  used 
on  the  covers  of  the  Pre-conference 
Report  and  the  Annual  Conference 
Journal. 

Please  note  that  this  year,  there  will 
be  no  oral  presentations  by  church 
agencies,  except  in  the  situation  where 
conference  action  is  required.  Due  to 
anticipated  discussions  surrounding  the 
task  force  reports  on  redistricting  and 
conference  staffing-as  well  as  the  time 
needed  to  hold  elections  for  the  2004 
General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences 
candidates-these  oral  presentations 
have  been  suspended  for  this  year. 

Bishop  Thomas  Hoyt  of  the  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  will  be 
guest  speaker  at  Friday  evening  worship. 

Warren  Carter,  Pherigo  professor  of 
the  New  Testament  at  St.  Paul’s  School 
of  Theology,  will  serve  as  this  year’s  Bible 
study  leader.  Music  leader  for  the  annu¬ 
al  conference  will  be  Jorge  Lockward, 
Global  Praise  program  coordinator  for 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

A  “birthday  party”  for  John  Wesley, 
co-founder  of  Methodism,  is  scheduled 
for  12:30  p.m.  on  June  4  in  conjuction 
with  a  Service  of  Holy  Communion. 
William  Lawrence,  dean  of  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  will  speak  on  the  life 
and  ministry  of  John  Wesley  as  we  cele¬ 
brate  the  300th  anniversary  of  his  birth. 


Texas  artist  Anne  Jouett  designed  the  logo  for  the  2003  Annual  Conference. 


Walk  for  N.O.  Children's  Home 


In  2003,  clergy  and 
lay  members  of  the 
Annual  Conference  will 
be  “Walkin’  to  New 
Orleans”  as  they  stroll 
around  the  track  at  the 
Centenary  Fitness 
Center  in  Shreveport  to 
benefit  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  of  New 
Orleans. 

The  second  annual 
Walk  for  Mission  will  be 
held  Friday,  June  6,  from 
6-7:30  a.m. 


Participants  are 
asked  to  recruit  spon¬ 
sors  to  pledge  money 
for  every  lap  they  finish. 

Contributions  may 
be  given  at  the  time  of 
the  walk,  or  mailed  to 
the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Office,  Walk  for 
Mission,  527  North 
Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802. 

Those  walking  must 
wear  tennis  shoes  on 
the  Fitness  Center  track. 


To  our  new  readers:'Welcome!' 

The  editorial  staff  of  Louisiana  Now!  hopes  you  enjoy  this 
complimentary  special  edition  of  our  conference  newspa¬ 
per.  If  your  church  sent  your  address  to  our  office,  we 
included  your  name  so  that  you  might  receive  a  copy  of  this 
“pre-conference”  issue  of  Louisiana  Now! 

This  edition  of  the  paper  is  filled  with  important  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  2003  Annual  Conference,  slated  for  June  4-7 
at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 

We  hope  that  you  enjoy  reading  this  publication  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Louisiana.  To  receive  this 
informative  newspaper  twice  a  month,  simply  fill  out  the 
subscription  form  found  on  page  eight,  and  send  it  along 
with  a  check  made  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  for 
either  $15  (one  year)  or  $25  (two  years).  The  address  is  pro¬ 
vided  on  the  form. 
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On  the  Journey:  Bishop 


It  doesn't  seem  possible  that  our 
Annual  Conference  session  is  just 
around  the  comer!  And  with  it  will 
come  several  exciting  proposals  and 
opportunities.  Two  of  those  will  be  com¬ 
ing  from  the  Study  Committee  on  the 
Number  of  Districts  and  the  Study 
Committee  on  Conference  Staffing. 
These  are  the  two  committees  I  called 
for  last  year  in  my  Episcopal  Address  and 
which  were  authorized  by  the 
Conference.  They  have  been  meeting 
faithfully  throughout  the  year  and  will  be 
bringing  their  recommendations  to  the 
floor  of  this  year’s  Conference  for  discus¬ 
sion  and  decision. 

Included  in  this  edition  of  Louisiana 
Now!  are  several  items  dealing  with 
these  two  reports.  I  have  been  asked  to 
make  some  comment  about  the  reports 
and  supporting  information  found  here¬ 
in. 

The  Study  Committee  on  the  Number 
of  Districts  has  made  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  that  we  reduce  the  number  from 
nine  to  seven.  They  considered  every¬ 
thing  from  no  reduction  at  all  to  reduc¬ 
ing  to  six  districts.  After  careful  evalua¬ 
tion  they  felt  we  could  reasonably  go  to 
seven  districts.  Their  reasoning  was: 

With  modem  technology  we  can  be 
in  touch  with  churches  and  pastors 
much  easier  than  before.  Not  as  much 
“face  to  face”  time  is  required. 

Using  the  concept  of  “Cluster  Charge 
Conferences”  the  schedule  in  the  fall  of 
the  year  can  be  concentrated  into  fewer 
locations  and  will  cover  the  needed  work 
of  the  Charge  Conference  more  efficient¬ 
ly- 

Each  reduction  of  a  District  will  save 
the  Annual  Conference  approximately 
$150,000.  These  funds  can  be  directed 
to  other  priorities  of  the  Conference. 

If  every  District  office  has  a  full-time 
Administrative  Assistant,  in  lieu  of  a 
part-time  Secretary,  then  that  individual 
can  absorb  some  of  the  work  of  the 
Superintendent. 

Highways  in  Louisiana  have  been 
improved  so  that  travel  from  place  to 
place  is  much  easier  now  than  in  the 
past 

The  number  of  churches  each 
Superintendent  is  asked  to  supervise 
would  increase  on  average  by  about  17 
per  District  and  that  will  not  create  an 
unreasonable  load. 

Included  in  the  attending  articles  are 


The  current  office  of  Executive 
Director,  Conference  Mission  and 
Ministries  would  be  become  the  office  of 
the  Provost/Director  of  Connectional 
Ministries. 

The  Provost  (Assistant  to  the  Bishop) 
is  a  new  responsibility  for  this  office  and 
would  hold  the  job  description  of 
attending  Cabinet  meetings,  taking 
responsibility  for  directing  initiatives  as 
defined  by  the  Bishop  and/or  the 
Cabinet,  connecting  the  vision  and  min¬ 
istry  of  the  Cabinet  with  the  vision  and 
mission  of  the  Annual  Conference,  and 
interpreting  the  vision  and  mission  of 
the  Annual  Conference  to  the  local 
churches. 

The  Provost  also  would  fulfill  the 
functions  and  role  of  the  office  of 
Connectional  Ministries  (currently 
known  as  Conference  Mission  and 
Ministries)  as  defined  by  Par.  607  of  the 
2000  Discipline. 

A  new  office  of  Director  of  Mission 
and  Education  would  be  established. 

This  person  would  be  responsible  for 
developing  and  coordinating  all  the  mis¬ 
sion  programs  and  thrusts  of  the  Annual 
Conference:  would  supervise  and  coor¬ 
dinate  the  youth  ministry  of  the  Annual 
Conference,  would  plan  and  promote 
the  educational  ministries  and  would 
supervise  all  programs  and  functions 
related  to  communications.  The  present 
part-time  positions  and  responsibilities 
of  Director  of  Mission  Resourcing  and 
Director  of  Ministry  Resourcing  would 
be  subsumed  in  this  position. 

A  new  office  of  Director  of  Church 
Extension  and  Renewal  would  be 
formed,  taking  advantage  of  the  chal¬ 
lenge  grant  issued  by  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Foundation.  In  addi¬ 


other  statistics  such 
as  possible  District 
alignments  based  on 
seven  districts  as  well 
as  financial  consider¬ 
ations. 


The  report  of  the 
Study  Committee  on 
Conference  Staffing  is 

Bishop  William  W.  a  more  COmpli- 
Hutchinson  cated  and  is  shown  in 

this  edition  through 
the  use  of  organizational  charts  of  our 
present  staffing  and  of  the  proposed 
staffing.  The  proposed  staffing  will  alter 
the  current  staff  in  the  following  ways: 


Sojourner  Truth  nominations  still  accepted 


Each  year,  the  Louisiana 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  presents  one  woman  within 
the  Louisiana  Conference  with  the 
Sojourner  Truth  Award. 

This  honor  recognizes  an  individ¬ 
ual  who  has  made  contributions  as  a 
caring  Christian  to  her  congregation 
and  community  in  the  spirit  of 
Sojourner  Truth  who  broke  barriers 
for  many  in  the  area  of  human  rights. 

The  award  will  be  presented  at  the 


COSROW  luncheon  at  Annual 
Conference  on  Thursday,  June  5. 

To  make  a  nomination,  send  the 
name,  address  and  telephone  number 
with  a  list  of  qualifications  and 
accomplishments  that  make  her  wor¬ 
thy  of  the  award  to: 

Sojourner  Truth  Award,  c/o  Eva 
Baham,  1639  Eastwood  Dr.,  Slidell,  LA 
70458. 

Nominations  will  be  accepted  until 
April  28. 


Study  Committee  reports 


tion  to  supervising  new  church  starts, 
this  person  would  have  responsibility  for 
renewal  ministries  for  existing  churches 
and  the  supervision  of  three  Conference 
Missioners. 

The  nine  District  Missioners  would  be 
replaced  with  three  Conference 
Missioners  who  would  have  specific 
responsibility  as  follows: 

Two  Missioners  would  be  responsible 
strictly  for  ministry  with  the  small 
church  (worship  attendance  under  100). 
One  would  have  responsibility  for  min¬ 
istry  with  the  medium  size  churches. 

The  above  are  the  specific  changes 
that  would  be  made  in  our  staffing  struc¬ 
ture.  Other  current  staff  (Director  of 
Volunteers  in  Mission,  Director  of  Youth 
Ministries,  Director  of  Communications, 
Director  of  Special  Ministries  and  all 
support  staff)  would  remain. 


all  who  are  in  process  toward  ordained 
and  local  pastor  ministry. 

The  Lilly  Grant  also  will  provide  funds 
for  an  Administrative  Assistant  who  will 
serve  the  Director  of  Academies, 

Director  of  the  Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness,  and  the  Coordinator  for 
the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry. 

It  is  important  to  emphasize  that  the 
Lilly  Grant  will  not  simply  provide 
money  for  salaries,  but  will  also  provide 
substantial  money  for  programs  such  as 
the  Discerner’s  Academy  and  Clergy 
Renewal  Leaves.  As  you  know,  this  Grant 
is  structured  in  such  a  way  that  we  as  a 
Conference  will  have  to  absorb  an 
increasing  amount  of  financial  responsi¬ 
bility  over  the  years.  That  information 
will  be  carefully  delineated  before  you 
are  asked  to  vote  at  Annual  Conference. 


In  addition  to  these  staffing  interests 
we  have  been  given  a  marvelous  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  strengthening  two  current 
Conference  ministry  positions  and 
adding  a  third  area  of  need.  The  Lilly 
Foundation  Grant  our  Conference 
received  for  “Sustaining  Pastoral 
Excellence”  makes  this  possible.  We  are 
enabled  to  fund  adequately  the  position 
of  Director  of  the  Academies  (Spiritual 
Leadership  and  Discerner’s)  that  cur- 
renfly  is  held  by  Rev.  Carole  Cotton 
Winn.  We  also  are  enabled  to  fund  at  an 
adequate  level  the  position  of  Director  of 
the  Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness, 
currendy  held  by  Rev.  John  Winn.  Both 
of  these  servants  have  given  faithfully  of 
themselves  to  do  a  ministry  created  and 
requested  by  our  Annual  Conference. 
However,  they  have  not  been  compen¬ 
sated  at  their  level  of  service  and  expert¬ 
ise.  This  grant  will  change  that. 

Also,  we  will  be  able  to  hire  the  per¬ 
son  our  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  has 
requested  to  help  with  the  overwhelm¬ 
ing  amount  of  paperwork  and  contact 
ministry  required  now  of  the  Board. 

This  will  strengthen  our  connection  with 


In  a  “nutshell”  those  are  the  high¬ 
lights  of  the  proposals.  I  do  want  to 
emphasize  one  more  thing.  The  deci¬ 
sions  for  these  proposals  rest  with  the 
voting  delegates  of  the  Annual 
Conference.  I  have  been  careful  to 
appoint  leadership  who  will  enable  us  to 
continue  “as  is”  if  that  is  the  decision  of 
the  Conference.  We  also  will  be  ready  to 
make  the  necessary  changes  as  different 
parts  of  these  proposals  come  into  being 
if  that  is  the  desire  of  the  Conference. 

I  hope  this  explanation  along  with 
the  supporting  material  throughout  the 
paper  will  be  helpful  to  you  and  your 
decisions.  You  will  have  opportunity  to 
discuss  this  further  at  the  Pre- 
Conference  Briefing  sessions  and  again 
at  the  Annual  Conference  itself.  May 
God  be  with  you  as  you  discern  what  is 
God’s  will  for  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  and  as  we  live  into  the 
future. 

In  Christ’s  love, 


fell 


Louisiana  Conference 


William  W.  Hutchinson 
Rena  Yocom 

Betty  Backstrom 
Joshua  Lewis 


Resident  Bishop 
Executive  Director, 

Conference  Mission  and  Ministries 
Editor 

Contributing  Editor 
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Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
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Proposed  Structure  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 


Current  Structure  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
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Proposed  Re-districting  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 


CENTRAL  DISTRICT 

Alexandria 

First 

Horseshoe  Drive 

Newman 

St.  Mark's 

Trinity 

Wilton 

Atlanta 

Bethel 

Boyce: 

Lahey  Chapel-Sieper 
Union 

Bunkie, David  Haas-Trinity- 
White's  Chapel 
Campti: 

First-St.  Maurice 
St.  Paul-Mt.  Zion 
Cheneyville,St.  Paul 
Colfax 
Couley 

Ferriday,  Sevier  Memorial-Clayton 
Glenmora-Boyce,  First 
Hineston,  Fellowship 
Jena,  Nolley  Memorial.-Belah 
Jonesville-Effie,  Oak  Grove 
Lecompte-Bayou  Chicot- 
Cheneyville 
Many 

Zwolle-Bayou  Scie 
Marksville-Evergreen-Simsport 
Melder,  St.  Mark's 
Montgomery-Mt.  Zion 
Natchitoches: 

Asbury-Emmanuel 

First 

Northwestern  Campus- 
College  Avenue 
Oak  Grove-Beulah 
Olla-Urania 
Palestine-Ball 
Pineville: 

First 

Pleasant  Grove 
Wesley-Booneville,  Wesley 
Pollock-Liberty  Chapel 
Provencal-Weaver 
Sicily  Island-Harrisonburg 
Sanders  Chapel-Strange 
Trout,  Justice  Memorial-Eden 
Vidalia 
Winnfield 

Total  43  Charges 


NORTHEAST  DISTRICT 

Ansely-Centerpoint 

Bartholomew-Beekman 

Baskin 

Bastrop: 

First-Collinston 
Memorial-Mer  Rouge 
Mt.  Olive 

Bernice-Beech  Grove- 

Summerfield 

Beulah 

Boeuf  Prairie-Little  Creek 

Chatham-Concord 

Choudrant-Douglas 

Columbia-Hebert 

Crew  Lake-Mangham 

Delhi-Crowville 

Dubach-Harmony  chapel 

Downsville-Bethel 

Epps 

Eros,Antioch-Eros 

Farmerville 

Grayson 

Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope 
Indian  Village 
Jonesboro 

Kilbourne-Locust  Grove 
Lake  Providence 
Marion-Bird's  Chapel 
Monroe: 

First 

Hope-St.  Paul 
Lea  Joyner 
Memorial 
Reveille-Union 
St.  James 
St.  Mark's 
St.  Paul's 

Mt.  Nebo-Washington  Chapel- 
Mt.  Sinai 

Mt.  Zion-Woodlawn 

Newellton 

Oak  Grove-Pioneer 

Pilgrim  Rest 

Quitman-Clay 

Rayville-Holly  Ridge 

Ruston: 

Trinity 

Grace 

Wesley  Chapel-Lisbon 
St.  Andrew's 
St.  Joseph 

St.  Peter-Lawson  Chapel 
Tallulah 


West  Monroe 
Asbury 

Claiborne- Wilhite 

Faith 

First 

McGuire 

Winnsboro-Gilbert 

Wisner 

Total  56  Charges 

SOUTHWEST  DISTRICT 

Abbeyville-Pecan  Island 
Basile 

Cameron,  Wakefield-Grand  Chenier 

Church  Point-Iota 

Crowley,  First 

De  Quincy 

DeRidder,  First 

Ebenezer-Branch 

Eunice,  First-Pine  Prairie 

Fairview 

Florien,  Prospect-Hornbeck 

Gueydan-Kaplan 

Hopewell-Elizabeth-Pine  Grove 

Indian  Bayou-Rayne,  Centenary 

Iowa 

Jennings 

Kinder-Oberlin 

Lake  Arthur 

Lake  Charles: 

First 

Oak  Park 

St.  Luke-Simpson 

University 

Warren 

Leesville,  First-Holly  Grove 
Merryville-DeRidder,  Wesley 
Moss  Bluff 

Mt.Zion-Macedonia-Haskin 

Chapel 

Oakdale 

Raymond-Elton 

Roanoke-Crowley,  Wesley 

Squyres 

Sulphur: 

Henning  Memorial 
Maplewood 
Wesley-Hackberry 
Sweetlake 

Vinton,  Welsh  Memorial 
Welsh: 

First-Hayes 

Jones-Jennings,  Mallalieu 
Westlake 


Total  40  Charges 

NORTHWEST  DISTRICT 

Arcadia 

Athens 

Bienville 

Benton 

Bethel 

Blanchard 

Bossier  City: 

Asbury 
Barksdale 
Fellowship 
First 
Brushwood 
Cotton  Valley 
Coushatta-Wesley  chapel 
Cross  Roads-Hall  Summit 
Doyline-Sibley 
Gibsland-Oak  Grove 
Greenwood-Bethany 
Haughton: 

Haughton 
Love  Chapel 
Haynesville-Shongaloo 
Heflin 

Homer-Wesley  Chapel 

Hosston-Gilliam-Belcher 

Ida 

Keithville: 

Keithville 

McDonald-Fairview 

Logansport-LongStreet 

Mansfield: 

First-Grand  Cane 
Pleasant  Valley-Mt.  Zion- 
New  Light 

Shady  Grove-Bonchest 
Wesley-Rosa-St.  Matthew 
Memorial-Salem 
Minden: 

First 

Lakeview 

Moringsport-Oil  City 

Plain  Dealing-Walker's  Chapel 

Pleasant  Hill-Pelican 

Ringold-Castor 

Shiloh-Keatchie 

Shreveport: 

Broadmoor 
Caddo  Heights 
Christ 

Ellerbe  Road 

Fairfield-Faith 

First 

Grace  Community 
Lakeview 
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Mangum 
Morningside 
New  Creation 
Noel 

North  Highlands 
St.James-Jewella 
St.  Luke's 

St.  Paul-Round  Grove 
Summer  Grove 
Simsboro,  Antioch 
Springhill 
Vivian 

White  Hall-Colquitt-Evergreen 
Zwolle-Bayou  Scie 

Total  61  Charges 

FLORIDA  PARISHES 
DISTRICT 

Amite-lndependence 

Baker 

Blackwater 

First 

Baton  Rouge 

Broadmoor 
Francis  Asbury 
Jefferson 
St.  Andrew's 
St.  Luke's 
St.  Marks 
St.  Paul-Deerford 
Carpenter's  Chapel 
Covenant,  St.  James 
Covington 
First 

Fitzgerald-Waldheim 

Clinton 

First 

Mt.Zion-St.  Paul 
St.  Peter-Jackson  Chapel 
Day's-Center-Darlington 
Denham  Springs 
First 

Robert-St.Luke's 

Franklinton 

Centenary-Fisher 
Winan-Hayes  Chapel 
Gonzales,  First 
Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel 
Greenwell  Springs,  Magnolia 
Hammond,  First 

Associate/SLU 
Campus  Ministry 
Jackson-Ethel 
James  Chapel 
Kentwood-Mt.  Hermon 
Lee's  Landing 
Livingston 


Loranger-Cooper's  Chapel 
Lutcher  Chapel-St.  Landry 
Madisonville,  North  Cross 
Mandeville 

Church  of  the  Servant 

Newell 

St.  Timothy 

Pine  Grove-Montpelier-Nesom 
Pine  Ridge-Tangipahoa 
Ponchatoula 
First 

Wesley  Chapel 
Prairieville,  Meadows  Chapel 
Pride,  Bethel 
St.  Amant 

Faithful 
New  River 
St.  Francisville 
Slaughter-Bluff  Creek 
Spillman,  New  Hope-Concord 
Springfield 

First-Huff  Chapel-Maurepas 
St.  James 

Tunica 

Walker 

First 

Friendship 

Watson 

Live  Oak 
Andrew's  Chapel 
Wilson,  Wesley-Asbury 
Zachary 

First 

Moses  Chapel-Beech 
Grove-Mt.  Carmel 

Total  58  Charges 


BIG  RIVER  DISTRICT 

Baldwin, Trinity 
Baton  Rouge 

Camphor  Memorial 
First 

Hope  Community 
Hughes  Memorial 
Ingleside 

Jordan-Maringouin, 

St.  Peter 

Neely 

St.John's 

University 

Associate/LSU 
Wesley  Foundation 

Wesley 
Berwick,  First 
Donaldsonville 

First-Lutcher 


St.  Peter-Belle  Rose, 

St.  James 

Franklin 

Asbury 

First-McGowen 

Lafayette 

Asbury 

Covenant 

First 

Immanuel 
New  Church 
Northwood 

Lydia 

Maringouin,  Shiloh-LeJeune 
Melville-Palmetto 
Morgan  City 

Pharr  Chapel 
Walmsley-Mason 
Napoleonville,  Wesley-Woodlawn 
New  Iberia 
First 

St.  James-Briggs-Mt.  Zion 
Opelousas 

Louisiana  Memorial 
St.  Mark 
Patterson 
Plaquemine 
First 

Grand  River 
Hurst-St.  Luke's 
Port  Allen,  Scott-Rosedale, 

Hartzell 

Port  Barre-Krotz  Springs-Lottie, 
Wilson  Mem. 
Rosedale-New  Roads 
Scott  Chapel-St.  Paul 
Waxia,  St.  Paul-Melville,  St.  James 
Wiley-Green  Chapel 

Total  44  Charges 

CRESCENT  CITY 
DISTRICT 

Angie,  Wesley  Ray-Mary's  Chapel- 
Live  Oak 
Belle  Chasse 
Bogalusa 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 
Thirkield-Harry's  Chapel 
Buras, Trinity-Hope  Chapel 
Bush 

Chalmette,  Covenant 
Destrehan,  St.  Charles 
Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle 
Gretna 

Boynton 

First 


Kenner,  First 

Messiah-EI  Mesias 
Lacombe 
LaPlace,  First 

Ninde  Chapel 

Luling 

Matthews,  Memorial 
Metairie,  First 

Munholland 
St.  Matthew's 
New  Orleans 

Algiers  First 
Asbury-St.  Matthew 
Aurora 
Bethany 

Brooks-Shaw  Temple 

Carrollton 

Cornerstone 

Felicity 

First 

First  Street 
Grace 

Hartzell-Kenner,  Thomas 

Haven-Trinity 

Jefferson 

John  Wesley 

Korean 

LaHarpe-Thompson 
Lake  Vista 
Mt.  Zion 

Napoleon  Avenue 
Parker  Memorial 
Peck-Wesley 
Peoples 

Philips  Memorial 
Rayne  Memorial 
Ross-Williams 
St.  Luke's 
St.  Mark's 
St.  Paul's 
St.  Philip 

Trinity  of  Gentilly- 

Hahnville,  St.  James 

Pearl  River 
Slidell 

Aldersgate 

First 

Hartzell  Mt.Zion 
Sun 

Varnado 

Thibodaux 

Calvary 

First-Vacherie 

Magnolia 

Houma 

Bayou  Blue 
First 

Wesley-Mt.  Vernon 
Dulac 


Total  65  Charges 


6 


Louisiana  Conference NtJIft! 


April  25,2003 


COSROW  luncheon  slated  for  June  5 


The  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women  is  hosting  its  annual 
luncheon  on  Thursday,  June  5  at  1 1:30 
a.m.  in  the  South  Dining  Hall  on  the 
Centenary  Campus  during  annual  con¬ 
ference. 

Keynote  speaker  will  be  Soomee  Kim, 
a  member  of  the  General  Secretariat  for 
COSROW.  Kim  is  an  elder  in  full  connec¬ 
tion  in  the  California- Pacific  Annual 
Conference,  where  she  served  as  pastor 
for  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  San 
Fernando,  Cal.  She  is  the  recipient  of  the 


Distinguished  Minister  Award  from 
Claremont  School  of  Theology. 

To  reserve  your  seat  for  the  luncheon, 
send  a  check  for  $8,  made  out  to  COS¬ 
ROW,  to:  Betty  Tripp,  109  Arizona  St., 
Lafayette,  LA  70501.  Also,  flyers  regard¬ 
ing  reservafions  will  be  handed  out  at  all 
pre-conference  trainings. 

For  addifional  information,  contact 
Tripp  at  (337)  232-2026.  Those  wishing 
to  attend  are  encouraged  to  reserve  their 
seat  before  arriving  at  annual  confer¬ 
ence. 


W.T.  Handy  luncheon  June  5 


The  annual  W.  T.  Handy/ 
Sttengthening  the  Black  Church 
luncheon  will  be  held  during  annual 
conference  at  Faith  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport  on  Thursday, 
June  5. 

Once  again,  shuttles  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  from  the  Gold  Dome  to  Faith 
UMC.  Participants  should  meet  out¬ 
side  of  the  Dome  on  the  side  with  the 


stairwell  at  12  noon.  Shutdes  will 
bring  everyone  back  to  Centenary 
College  in  time  for  the  afternoon  ses¬ 
sion. 

Tickets  for  the  luncheon  may  be 
purchased  for  $5  from  designated 
captains  at  all  pre-conference  train¬ 
ings. 

The  phone  number  at  Faith  UMC 
is  (318)  636-4971. 


CONFERENCE  MEETINGS  &  MEALS 

WEDNESDAY.  JUNE  4 

11:30  a.m. 

Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal 

Centenary  Room 

5:30  p.m. 

Centenary  Alumni 

South  Dining  Hall 

5:30  p.m. 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Gathering  with 

Ministerial  Candidates 

St.  Luke’s  Church 

THURSDAY 

JUNE  5 

7:00  a.m. 

Board  of  Laity  Breakfast 

South  Dining  Hall 

7:00  a.m. 

Deacon  Breakfast 

First  Church,  Shreveport 

1 1:30  a.m. 

Commission  on  Status  &  Role  of  Women  Luncheon 

South  Dining  Hall 

12:00  noon 

United  Methodist  Men  Luncheon 

Centenary  Room 

12:00  noon 

Strengthening  the  Black  Church/W.T.  Handy  Luncheon 

Faith  Church,  Shreveport 

12:00  noon 

Retired  Ministers  Luncheon 

Noel  Church 

5:00  p.m. 

Christian  Educators  Fellowship  Dinner 

First  Church,  Shreveport 

5:00  p.m. 

Asbury  Alumni  Dinner 

First  Church,  Shreveport 

5:00  p.m. 

Candler  Alumni  Dinner 

First  Church,  Shreveport 

5:00  p.m. 

Duke  Alumni  Dinner 

First  Church,  Shreveport 

5:00  p.m. 

Gammon  Alumni  Dinner 

Pete  Harris  Restaurant 

5:00  p.m. 

Perkins  Alumni  Dinner 

First  Church,  Shreveport 

5:15  p.m. 

St.  Paul  Alumni  Dinner 

Holiday  Inn,  102  Lake  St. 

9:00  p.m. 

Reception:  Ordinands  and  Retirees 

First  Church,  Shreveport 

FRIDAY.  JUNE  6 

7:00  a.m. 

Ecumenical  Breakfast 

South  Dining  Hall 

7:00  a.m. 

Cursillo/Emmaus  Breakfast 

Broadmoor  Church 

11:30  a.m. 

Clergy  Spouses  Luncheon 

South  Dining  Hall 

12:00  noon 

Order  of  St.  Luke  Luncheon 

Don’s  Seafood 

12:15  p.m. 

Members  with  Special  Appointments  to 

Extension  Ministries  Luncheon 

Broadmoor  Church 

12:15  p.m. 

Iliff  Alumni  Luncheon 

Semolina’s,  4801  Line 

5:00  p.m. 

Fellowship  of  Associate  Members  &  Local  Pastors, 
and  Town  &  Country  Ministries  Dinner 

South  Dining  Hall 

SATURDAY.  JUNE  7 

12:00  noon 

Youth  Service  Fund  Box  Lunch 

Gold  Dome 

Ecumenical 
breakfast  set 

An  Ecumenical  Breakfast,  featuring 
Rev.  Wayne  Williams  as  keynote  speaker, 
is  scheduled  for  Friday,  June  6  at  7  a.m. 
in  the  South  Dining  Hall  on  the 
Centenary  Campus  during  annual  con¬ 
ference.  Rev.  Williams  serves  as  a  bish¬ 
op’s  assistant  in  the  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Tickets  may  be  purchased  for  $10  at  a 
booth  that  will  be  set  up  during  registra¬ 
tion  for  annual  conference.  The  break¬ 
fast  is  sponsored  by  the  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns. 

Laity  breakfast  set 

The  Conference  Board  of  Laity  will 
have  its  Annual  Laity  Breakfast  on 
Thursday,  June  5  at  7  a.m.  in  the  South 
Dining  Hall  of  Centenary  College. 
Proceeds  generated  from  the  breakfast 
will  be  donated  to  the 
Daughenbaugh/Matheny  Scholarship 
Fund,  benefiting  students  to  Centenary 
College  and  Dillard  University. 

Dr.  Anita  H.  Crump,  immediate  past 
Conference  Lay  Leader,  will  speak  on 
the  theme  “Partners  in  Ministry.”  The 
Honorable  Edward  “Ned”  Randolph  Jr., 
Conference  Lay  Leader,  will  offer 
remarks  at  the  gathering.  Chairperson 
for  the  event  is  Leroy  Crump. 

Tickets  can  be  purchased  for  $8  each 
from  any  District  Lay  Leader  at  the  pre- 
conference  trainings. 

Clergy  Spouse  lunch  set 

The  Clergy  Spouse  Annual  Luncheon 
is  slated  for  Friday,  June  6  in  the  South 
Dining  Hall  on  the  Centenary  Campus 
during  annual  conference. 

“K.I.S.S.”  (or,  Keep  It  Simple  Silly)  is 
the  theme  for  this  year's  event,  which 
will  be  a  time  for  relaxed  fellowship  and 
visiting. 

All  reservations  must  be  prepaid  as 
no  tickets  will  be  sold  at  annual  confer¬ 
ence.  Make  your  check  for  $10  payable 
to  North  Shore  District  (note:  Clergy 
Spouse  Luncheon)  and  send  to:  North 
Shore  District,  124  Lisa  Lane, 

Mandeville,  LA  70448.  Please  include 
your  name,  address,  telephone  number, 
district,  and  number  of  tickets  needed. 

For  more  information,  call  Marie 
Willis  at  (985)  345-2485,  e-mail 
CMHWillis@Hotmail.com,  or  Sally 
Watson  at  (504)  626-4187,  e-mail  wat- 
songs@aol.com. 
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'Tool  Time!7  to  support  disaster  relief 


Each  year  the  people  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  generously  support 
mission  with  a  particular  gift.  We  have 
given  food,  blue  jeans,  school  kits  and 
paper  goods. 

This  year  it  is  “Tool  Time!”  and  our 
mission  project  will  be  to  provide  the 
contents  for  a  trailer  that  will  be  used  by 
the  United  Methodist  Disaster  Recovery 
Office  in  Lafayette. 

Louisiana  had  over  200,000  requests 
for  assistance  following  Hurricane  Lili 
and  Tropical  Storm  Isadore.  The  outfit¬ 
ted  trailer  will  be  used  by  volunteers  as 
they  help  to  repair  homes  in  affected 
areas. 


You  may  choose  your  gift  from  the  list 
of  tools  and  equipment  below.  The  list 
has  a  variety  of  possibilities  from  ham¬ 
mers  to  ladders  to  generators  or  even  a 
flat  bed  utility  trailer.  Once  a  gift  has 
been  selected,  send  the  information  and 
a  check  covering  the  item’s  cost  to  : 
United  Methodist  Disaster  Recovery 
Office,  703  Lee  Ave.,  Lafayette,  LA  70501. 

The  tools  will  be  ordered  from  a 
wholesale  dealer. 

The  trailer  and  the  tools  you  give  will 
be  on  display  at  our  annual  conference 
in  June. 

Please  give  generously  and  help  your 
Louisiana  neighbors. 


Construction  and  Disaster  Tools  Needed 
(2  of  each  item  unless  otherwise  specified) 

Under  $50 

4  framing  hammers  $25.43  ea. 

4  finishing  hammers  10.26  ea. 
sledgehammer  11.82ea. 
bolt  cutter  22.32  ea. 
hand  ax  7.24  ea. 
large  ax  12.61  ea. 
tool  box  1 1 .28  ea. 
construction  tool  set  47.84  ea. 
workbench  15.00ea. 
wood  and  metal  bits  12.20ea. 

4  push  brooms  12.68  ea. 
shop  vac  45.1 1 

2  sets  of  4  sawhorses  1 6.92  ea. 

2  sets  of  4  extension  cords  (50')  32.64  ea. 

4  round-nosed  shovels  5.86  ea. 

4  square-nosed  shovels  5.86  ea. 

4  garden  rakes  5.86  ea. 

30"  bow  saw  7.80 
electrical  test  meter  8.78  ea. 
wheel  barrow  45.89  ea. 
post  hole  digger  20.91  ea. 

4  propane  lanterns  13.30ea. 

4  ice  chests  17.44ea. 

4  5-gallon  water  coolers  21.77  ea. 
industrial  first  aid  kit  1 0.58  ea. 

2  sets  of  10  hard  hats  34.50  ea. 

6  26'x24'tarps  8.33  ea. 

4  100' 5/8"  water  hoses  26.72  ea. 

6  floor  fans  15.00ea. 
pack  of  work  gloves  1 .97  ea. 

4  rolls  of  barrier  tape  4.53  ea. 


$50 -$100 

mechanical  tool  set  $63.87  ea. 
circular  saw  88.34  ea. 
bench  grinder  52.92  ea. 
jig  saw  73.27  ea. 
orbital  sander  61.79  ea. 
electrical  roto  tool  75.81  ea. 

16' extension  ladder  59.29  ea. 

8' step  ladder  69.37  ea. 
gas  powered  blower  88.74  ea. 

$100 -$200 

table  saw  $1 96.60  ea. 

’A"  drill  151.19  ea. 
tool  lock  box  N/A 

$200  -  $500 

cordless  drill  $248.39  ea. 
utility  trailer  -  approx.  $340. 

Over  $500 

5000-7500  W  generator  $706.25  ea. 

This  is  a  Louisiana  Conference  Disaster 
Response  trailer.  It  will  be  on  assignment  to 
the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Church 
Disaster  Recovery  Office  in  Lafayette. 

All  items  will  be  purchased  through  a 
wholesale  hardware  dealer.  Please  send  your 
check  to:  Louisiana  UMC  Disaster  Recovery, 
703  Lee  Avenue,  Lafayette,  LA  70501,  phone 
(337)  234-1177. 

Please  be  sure  to  note  your  church,  city 
and  items  you  are  purchasing  through  your 
donation. 


Clergy  delegate  eligibility  addressed 


As  we  prepare  for  Annual  Conference 
and  the  election  of  General  and 
Jurisdictional  delegates,  questions 
inevitably  arise  regarding  who  is  eligible 
to  vote  and  who  can  be  elected. 

Paragraph  33,  Article  IV  of  the 
Constitution  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  states: 

“The  ordained  ministerial  delegates 
to  General  Conference  and  to  the 
Jurisdictional  or  Central  Conferences 
shall  be  elected  by  and  from  the 
ordained  ministerial  members  in  full 
connection  with  the  Annual 
Conference.” 

The  implications  of  this  constitional 
change  are  as  follows: 

In  order  to  vote  for  clergy  delegates  to 
General  and  Jurisdictional  Conference, 
persons  must  be  both  received  into  full 
membership  and  ordained  as  either 
Elder  or  Deacon  in  full  connection 
before  they  can  vote. 

Ordained  Elders  and  Deacons  in  full 
connection  comprise  the  clergy  vote. 

The  following  specific  restrictions 


apply  to  clergy  members  in  full  connec¬ 
tion: 

Clergy  on  leaves  of  absence  may  vote 
but  may  not  be  elected  as  delegates  (Par. 
352). 

Clergy  on  sabbatical,  family,  paterni¬ 
ty/maternity,  and  disability  leaves  may 
vote  and  be  elected  (See  Judicial  Council 
Decision  #473). 

Clergy  on  honorable  location  are  not 
longer  members  of  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  (Par.  357.2)  and  therefore  cannot 
vote  or  be  elected  as  clergy  delegates. 

Retired  clergy  can  vote  and  be  elected 
as  clergy  delegates  (See  Judicial  Council 
Decision  #531). 

Clergy  under  suspension  from  pas¬ 
toral  duties  may  vote  but  may  not  be 
elected  as  delegates  (See  Judicial  Council 
Decision  #534). 

Persons  who  are  to  be  received  into 
full  membership  and  ordained  Elder  or 
Deacon  in  full  connection  at  the  2003 
session  of  the  annual  conference  may 
vote  or  be  elected  after  they  have  been 
both  received  and  ordained. 


Overture  to  the  Cultural  Season, 
Methodist  Hospital 

and 

The  Fairmont  Hotel 


Cordially  Invite  You  to  Attend 


benefiting 

Methodist  Hospital’s  Jonathan  Nelson  Cancer  Fund 

and 

Overture’s  Artistic  Achievement  Awards  Program 


Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital 

An  Affiliate  of  the 
Methodist  Health  System 


Friday,  May  2,  2003  •  12:00  p.m. 

(doors  open  at  11:00  a.m.) 

The  International  Ballroom 
Fairmont  Hotel 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana 


Entertainment: 

Overture  to  the  Cultural  Season’s 
2003  Artistic  Achievement  Awards  Recipients 

will  demonstrate  their  impressive  talents  in 
creative  writing,  dance,  instrumental  music, 
theatre,  visual  arts  and  vocal  music. 

Special  Guest: 

Nell  Nolan 

Social  Scene  column ist/educator/actress/writer 

Informal  Modeling  of  The  Worth  Collection 

Presented  by  Annette  Wood 

For  more  information  or  to  order  tickets,  please  call 

(504)  244-5955. 
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Directory  of  Conference  Boards  &  Agencies 

Room  Assignments  for  2003  Annual  Conference 

Wednesday,  June  4 

9:00 -11:00am 

JACKSON  HALL 

Board  of  Church  &  Society 

Room  108 

Board  of  Discipleship 

Room  1 1 0 

Board  of  Global  Ministries 

Room  304 

Board  of  Higher  Education  &  Campus  Ministries 

Room  1 1 1 

Board  of  Pensions  (1 0:00  am) 

Room  113 

Commission  on  Archives  &  History  and 

Louisiana  United  Methodist  Historical  Society 

Room  216 

Commission  on  Equitable  Compensation 

Room  106 

Commission  on  the  Status  &  Role  of  Women 

Room  104 

Rules  Committee 

Room  302 

Church  Extension  Team 

Room  203 

Council  on  Finance  &  Administration  (CFA) 

Room  105 

MICKLE  HALL  OF  SCIENCE 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

Room  114 

Ask  and  you  shall  receive! 

If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness  in 
Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La. NOW!  and  you 
will  receive  it.  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass  the  form  along 
to  a  friend  and  spread  the  Good  News! 


Reconciliation  service  to  celebrate  unity 


In  keeping  with  this  year’s  annual 
conference  theme  of  unity,  a  service  of 
Repentance  and  Reconciliation  is  sched¬ 
uled  for  1 1a.m.  worship  on  the  Friday  of 
annual  conference. 

Reflections  will  be  offered  by  Revs. 
Robert  Harrington  and  Phil  Woodland. 


This  celebration  of  unity  allows  the 
church  an  opportunity  to  repent  of  a 
racism  that  has  hindered  the  church  as 
well  as  the  nation  and  demonstrates  our 
striving  for  true  Christian  community 
with  our  Methodist  brothers  and  sisters 
in  the  historic  black  denominations. 


Mark  Your  Calendar!  Igniting  Ministry  Regional  Training 

"Beyond  30  Seconds:  Developing  a  Welcoming  Congregation” 
Wednesday,  Aug.  20,  9  a.m.-4  p.m. 

Open  to  all  churches  within  the  conference! 

More  details  in  the  May  9  issue  of  Louisiana  Now! 


Conference  petitions 

The  Thirty- third  Session  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is  fast 
upon  us!  According  to  our  conference 
rules,  “Any  petitions,  proposed  by  an 
individual  member  or  a  duly  elected 
body  of  the  local  church  or  a  district, 
shall  first  be  presented  to  the  Committee 
on  Petitions,  no  later  than  seven  (7)  days 
prior  to  the  opening  session  of  the 
Annual  Conference”  (Conference  Rules, 
Article  I,  G.  Committee  on  Petitions, 
page  243  of  the  Journal  of  the  32ndt 
Session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.) 

Annual  Conference  this  year  begins 
on  a  Wednesday  (June  4th).  In  order 
that  your  petition  (s)  might  get  to  the 


still  being  accepted 

Committee  on  Petitions  in  time,  please 
send  by  U.S.  Mail,  fax,  or  email  at  such  a 
time  that  they  will  be  received  by 
Wednesday,  May  28, 2003.  Please  send 
them  to:  Rev.  Mike  McLaurin, 
Chairperson,  Conference  Committee  on 
Petitions,  c/o  University  U.M.C.,  3501 
Patrick  Street,  Lake  Charles,  LA  70605 
(Fax:  337-478-8106;  e-mail: 
tabasco_rev@yahoo.com).  Also,  please 
use  the  petition  form  that  is  included  in 
your  preconference  report. 

You  may  download  it  from  our  con¬ 
ference  web  site  at  www.la-umc.org.  If 
you  have  any  questions,  you  may 
email  the  chairperson  or  call  him  at 
(337)  477-2003. 


Name _ 

Address - 

Telephone _ 

Church _ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for 

□  $15  (One  year) 

□  $25  (Two  years) 

Please  mail  to:  Subscriptions,  La.NOW!,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802 


Part-time  Choir  Director  Needed  in  Lafayette 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Lafayette  is  seeking  a  part-time  choir 
director.  Responsibilities  would  include  direction  of  two  choirs  and  a 
contemporary  ensemble,  and  coordination  of  worship  services  with 
pastor  and  worship  team.  Applicant  must  have  experience  in  choir 
direction.  Keyboard  skills  are  a  plus.  Contact  Rev.  Penn  Morgan  at 
FUMC  Lafayette,  ph.  337-233-381 1 . 


Annual 

Conference 

2003 


"Being  Perfected 
in  Unity...that  the 
World  May 
Know." 

Centenary  College 
Shreveport 

June  4-7 


The  Pre-Conference 
Report  for  the  2003 
Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  includ¬ 
ing  schedule  and 
Pre-Conference 
training  dates,  is 
now  ready  to  down¬ 
load  from  the  Web 
at  (www.la-umc.org). 


■  Baton  Rouge 
District  /  5 

■  Alexandria 
District  /  6 


United 

METHODIST 

CHURCH 


VOL  4,  NO.  9 


BATON  ROUGE,  LA 


May  9,2003 


Igniting  Ministry  Regional  Training  set  for  Aug.  20 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
will  host  its  second  Regional  Training  for 
the  Igniting  Ministry  Initiative  on  Aug. 

20, 2003  at  the  conference  center  in 
Woodworth. 

This  year’s  focus  will  be  on  the  newest 
materials  entided  “Beyond  30  Seconds: 
Developing  a  Welcoming  Congregation.” 
The  seven-session  video  curriculum  is 
designed  to  instruct  small  groups  within 
each  congregation,  looking  beyond  the 
30-second  television  commercials  pro¬ 
duced  for  The  United  Methodist  Church 
as  we  seek  to  truly  understand  and  wel- 
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come  newcomers. 

Each  church  participating  will  receive 
a  kit  containing  a  VHS  tape  (seven  ses¬ 
sions),  a  leader’s  guide  and  a  learner’s 
guide,  special  booklets  and  cd’s. 
Congregations  are  strongly  encouraged 
to  send  more  than  one  participant  to 
training  because  there  are  a  number  of 
break-out,  brainstorming  sessions. 


Each  church  will  be  charged  $120  for 
participation,  which  allows  them  to  send 
two  people. 

If  more  than  two  come,  an  additional 
$10  for  each  person  in  attendance  will 
cover  the  costs  of  lunch  and  rental  of  the 
conference  center  facilities. 

The  last  Regional  Igniting  Ministry 
Training  was  held  in  the  Conference  in 
the  spring  of  2001,  and  was  enthusiasti¬ 
cally  received. 

Mark  your  calendars  for  this  special 
event,  and  look  for  a  registration  form  in 
the  May  23  issue  of  Louisiana  Now! 


New  Congregations 


Conference  Center 
shows  wide  appeal 

BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

Richard  Bushnell,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  for  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Center  in  Woodworth,  and  the  staff 
are  helping  the  center  to  “open  its 
doors  to  the  entire  world.” 

“People  everywhere  are  the 
church,  not  just  those  of  us  in  United 
Methodism  or  other  denomina¬ 
tions,”  said  Bushnell. 

The  center,  which  is  nearly  six 
years  old,  is  already  reaching  deeply 
into  civic  and  business  communities. 
Aside  from  the  regular  meetings  and 
retreats  for  groups  within  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Center  has  hosted 
Rapides  Regional  Medical  Center, 
The  Louisiana  Women’s  Caucus,  The 
Louisiana  Baptist  Convention, 
CLECO,  the  State  Library  Group,  The 
Quilters  Guild  of  Louisiana,  and  the 
Louisiana  State  Paralegal 
Association,  just  to  name  a  few. 

Any  day  of  the  week,  especially  on 
weekends,  you  can  find  folks  from 
The  Academy  for  Spiritual 
Leadership,  Cursillo  retreats,  Clergy 
Spouse  retreats,  Marriage  retreats, 
License  to  Preach  schools, 
Happening  retreats,  junior  and 
Senior  High  retreats,  Fall 
Convocation  and  Confirmation  Day 
with  the  Bishop,  filling  meeting 
rooms,  worshiping  in  the  chapel, 
sharing  meals  in  the  dining  room 
and  generally  having  a  great  time. 

Centrally  located  for  conference¬ 
wide  meetings,  members  of  United 

See  Conference  Center,  page  3 


The  Conference  Center  offers  a  peaceful,  relaxed  setting  that  draws  a  variety  of 
groups,  like  participants  in  a  Catholic  school  retreat,  below. 
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0  N  THE  JOURN  E  Y 

God  Won't  Let  Go 


It  fell  sometime  in  the  night.  What 
had  been  present  on  Friday  was  gone 
on  Saturday.  New  Hampshire’s  Old 
Man  of  the  Mountain  collapsed  into  a 
pile  of  rubble  and  now  is  gone  forever. 
Well,  maybe  not  forever,  given  the 
modern  abilities  we  have  to  recon¬ 
struct  even  natural  formations! 

It  is  reported  that  the  same  naUiral 
forces  that  created  the  state  icon  were 
responsible  for  the  demise.  Heavy 
rains,  high  winds  and  freezing  tem¬ 
peratures  had  slowly  chipped  away  at 
the  granite  face  of  Canon  Mountain  in 
Franconia,  New  Hampshire  beginning 
an  estimated  200  million  years  ago! 
Over  time  the  likeness  of  an  old  man’s 
face,  about  40  feet  tall,  had  appeared 
on  the  granite  outcropping  towering 
some  1200  feet  above  the  ground. 
Residents  and  tourists  alike  had  come 
to  depend  on  this  intriguing  likeness 
to  remind  them  of  the  eternity  of 
someone  looking  over  them.  One 
tour  guide  said  he  had  looked  at  the 
face  every  day  for  more  than  30  years 
and  said  goodnight  to  the  Old  Man 
every  night  when  he  drove  by.  And 
now,  with  one  enormous  collapse,  the 
presence  is  gone. 

For  the  past  many  years  the  state 
had  tried  to  keep  the  Old  Man  in  sta¬ 
ble  condition.  Realizing  the  s tone  was 
weakening  and  that  collapse  was 
inevitable,  they  had  used  cables  and 
epoxy  to  try  and  keep  it  securely  in 
place.  But  even  with  the  steady  care 
the  Old  Man  received,  he  took  his 
leave  one  cloudy  night  in  May,  leaving 
New  Hampshire  and  the  entire  world 
without  his  heretofore  powerful  and 
stalwart  presence.  Mike  Pelshat,  a 
state  parks  official  said  of  the  Old 
Man,  "We  always  thought  it  was  the 
hand  of  God  holding  him  up,  and  he 
let  go.” 

O  Thou  who  art  our  rock  and  our 
salvation,  do  not  let  go  of  us!  O  Thou 
who  art  eternal  in  the  heavens  and 
who  wast  before  us,  who  art  in  us,  and 
who  will  be  after  us,  do  not  take  away 
your  presence!  Hold  us  up  and  make 
sure  we  do  not  fall  into  oblivion  as  the 
storms  of  life  chip  away  at  our  fagade 
and  at  our  anchor  in  you! 

How  many  times  in  seasons  of 
uncertainty  and  change  have  I  turned 
to  the  assuring  words  of  Psalm  46: 

“God  is  our  refuge  and  strength,  a 
very  present  help  in  trouble. 

Therefore  we  will  not  fear  though 
the  earth  should  change, 

Though  the  mountains  shake  in 
the  heart  of  the  sea; 

Though  its  waters  roar  and  foam, 
though  the  mountains  tremble  with 
its  tumult. 

There  is  a  river  whose  streams 
make  glad  the  city  of  God, 

The  holy  habitation  of  the  Most 
High, 

God  is  in  the  midst  of  her,  she  shall 


not  be  moved; 

God  will  help 
her  right  early.  The 
nations  rage,  the 
kingdoms  totter; 

He  utters  his 
voice,  the  earth 
melts. 

The  Lord  of 
hosts  is  with  us; 
the  God  of  Jacob  is 
our  refuge.” 

(Psalm  46:1-7) 

Truly  the  God  of  Jacob  is  our 
unchanging  refuge  and  we  need  not 
fear  that  God’s  presence  will  disap¬ 
pear  overnight  or  even  in  the  next  200 
million  years.  God  was  before  us. 

God  is  present  with  us.  God  will  be 
when  we  are  not. 

As  an  Annual  Conference  we  have 
been  talking  for  a  year  about  possible 
changes  in  the  staffing  of  the 
Conference  and  in  the  number  of  dis¬ 
tricts  our  Conference  should  have. 
When  we  come  to  our  Conference 
session,  June  4-7,  2003,  we  will  be  vot¬ 
ing  on  these  and  other  proposed 
changes  we  wish  to  make  in  order  to 
make  us  the  most  effective  we  can  be 
as  a  force  for  Christ  in  the  21st  centu¬ 
ry.  For  some,  the  thought  of  change  is 
somewhat  unsettling.  We’ve  not  seen 
it  done  that  way  before.  We’ve  driven 
through  our  own  secure  landscape 
and  have  seen  our  own  familiar  land¬ 
marks  and  they  have  been  comforting 
for  us.  They  have  long  been  in  place  - 
as  long  as  we  can  remember,  some  of 
us  -  and  they  speak  of  stability  and 
security. 

Whatever  new  directions  we  might 
set  at  Annual  Conference,  it  won’t  be 
like  the  crumbling  of  the  Old  Man  of 
the  Mountain.  Things  won’t  just  col¬ 
lapse  on  us.  Indeed,  the  hand  of  God 
is  holding  us  up,  and  God  won’t  let  go 
of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference!! 
Thanks  be  to  God!  To  the  contrary, 
God  is  indeed  our  refuge  and 
strength,  a  very  present  help  in  all 
times.  Therefore  we  will  not  fear  for 
the  “Lord  of  hosts  is  with  us;  the  God 
of  Jacob  is  our  refuge.” 

I’m  looking  forward  to  spending 
June  4-7  with  many  of  you.  I’m  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  standing  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  the  eternal  God  and  knowing 
nothing  we  can  do  as  human  beings 
can  thwart  the  eternal  direction  of  the 
Almighty.  I’m  looking  forward  to  dis¬ 
cerning  with  you  where  God  is  lead¬ 
ing  us  as  God’s  people  for  this  new 
day.  I’m  looking  forward  to  seeing 
your  faces  again  as  we  worship, 
praise,  share,  discover,  trust  and  obey 
together.  What  a  day  of  rejoicing  it 
will  be!! 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fall 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


June  marks  300th  anniversary  of  Wesley's  birth 


June  2003  will  mark  the  300th 
anniversary  of  John  Wesley’s  birth.  We 
should  take  this  opportunity  to  reflect 
upon  our  United  Methodist  heritage  and 
remember  what  has  brought  us  to  this 
point  in  time. 

Over  the  past  three  centuries,  John 
Wesley,  thousands  of  pastors,  and  mil¬ 
lions  of  lay  persons  have  created  a 
denomination  that  believes  the  Church 
should  share  the  Good  News  by  extend¬ 
ing  its  spiritual  and  physical  outreach  to 
the  world  around  us  near  and  far.  In 
appreciation  of  our  heritage,  historical 
displays  will  be  set  up  at  the  Conference 
Center  at  the  end  of  May. 

On  your  next  visit,  check  out  the  foyer 
cabinet  and  the  United  Methodist  Room 
to  the  left  as  you  enter  the  Center.  You 
may  want  to  stop  for  a  visit  while  travel¬ 
ing  to  or  from  Annual  Conference  in 


June.  The  display  will  include  United 
Methodist  materials  from  the  past  two 
centuries. 

There  will  also  be  historical  reference 
material  for  you  to  use.  This  will  be  an 
ongoing  exhibit  of  permanent  and  rotat¬ 
ing  displays. 

If  you  have  memorabilia  (to  loan  or  to 
give)  pertinent  to  our  Louisiana 
Conference  history,  please  contact  Tim 
Hebert  <tim@la-umc.org>.  A  special 
booklet  on  John  Wesley  has  been  pro¬ 
duced  by  UMR  Communications  and 
will  be  distributed  at  Annual  Conference 
this  year.  We  will  also  have  extra  copies 
available  at  the  display  in  the 
Conference  Center. 

For  more  information  about  John 
Wesley  and  our  United  Methodist  her¬ 
itage,  check  out  our  Archives  &  History 
website  at  <www.iscuo.org>. 


Corrections  made  to  Pre-Conference  report 


The  Pre-Conference  Report  is  now 
available  for  downloading.  Several  cor¬ 
rections  and  additions  have  been  made 
to  the  report  over  the  last  several  weeks. 

A  four-page  addendum  was  added  to 
the  file  on  Friday,  April  10.  If  you  down¬ 
loaded  your  report  before  then,  please 
be  sure  to  get  the  addendum  also. 
Otherwise  it  will  be  at  the  end  of  the 
report  as  your  download  it. 

Corrections  were  made  to  pg.  129-130 
on  Monday,  April  21.  If  you  downloaded 
your  report  before  then,  please  down¬ 
load  pg.  129-130  only  and  replace  the 
previous  versions. 

Corrections  were  made  to  pg.  47-48 
on  Tuesday,  April  22.  If  you  downloaded 


your  report  before  then,  please  down¬ 
load  pg.  47-48  only  and  replace  the  pre¬ 
vious  versions. 

On  Tuesday,  April  22,  the  following 
meeting  was  added  to  page  xix.  Please 
add  it  to  your  report  if  you  downloaded 
it  before  that  date:  Mickle  Hall  of 
Science,  Board  of  Laity:  Lay  Speaking 
Ministries — Room  103. 

On  Friday,  April  25,  the  following 
information  was  changed  on  page  xxi. 
Please  add  it  to  your  report  if  you  down¬ 
loaded  it  before  that  date:  Conference 
Meeting  &  Meals — place  of  dinner  on 
Thursday,  June  5  at  5  p.m.,  Perkins 
Alumni  Dinner  should  be  changed  to 
Noel  Church,  Shreveport. 


World  Council  of  Churches  offers  internship 


The  World  Council  of  Churches  is 
seeking  six  young  adults  to  serve  as 
interns  in  its  Geneva  offices  from 
September  2003  to  September  2004. 

Applicants  must  be  between  18  to  30 
years  of  age  at  the  beginning  of  the 
internship.  The  application  deadline  is 
June  10.  Interns  are  expected  to  be 
"committed  to  the  ideals  of  the  ecu¬ 


menical  movement."  The  WCC  pays  a 
"student  allowance"  for  the  interns, 
along  with  economy  travel  costs  to 
Geneva  and  back  home,  costs  associated 
with  visas  and  work  permits  and  a  few 
other  assorted  costs. 

The  WCC  Web  site,  http://wcc- 
coe.org/wcc/what/jpc/interns.html,  has 
information  on  the  application  process. 
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Conference  Center,  from  page  1 


Methodist  Women,  United  Methodist 
Men,  The  United  Methodist  Foundation 
of  Louisiana,  the  Cabinet,  and  all  boards 
and  agencies  are  frequendy  spotted 
doing  the  work  of  the  Conference  in  a 
comfortable  and  relaxed  atmosphere. 

“The  peace  and  quiet,  the  friendli¬ 
ness  and  helpfulness  of  the  staff.  These 
qualities  are  what  keep  everyone  coming 
back,”  said  Judy  Camp,  conference  cen¬ 
ter  registrar.  Camp,  who  has  been  with 
the  center  for  nearly  three  years,  believes 
that  the  beautiful  setting,  the  services 
provided  and  the  good  food  all  serve  to 
draw  people  to  the  facility.  “You  can 
come  here  and  spend  time  with  the 
Lord,  with  no  television,  no  phones,  no 
interruptions  from  the  outside  world,” 
she  added. 

“Above  all  else,  we  are  a  center  for 
spiritual  renewal.  We  are  not  just  a  place 
to  meet  or  a  facility  that  can  hold  large 
groups.  There  is  always  the  underlying 
ministry  of  sharing  the  message  of 
Christ  to  all  of  our  guests,”  said  Bushnell. 

Cathy  Wimberly,  conference  coordi¬ 
nator,  is  “proud  to  work  in  an  awsome 
Christian  environment  daily.”  The  center 
can  host  meetings  for  very  large  groups, 
while  housing  and  feeding  them  at  the 
same  time.  Up  to  500  guests  can  be  seat¬ 
ed  theatre  style  in  one  area,  and  up  to 
300  can  be  served  in  die  dining  room  at 
one  time. 

Groups  larger  than  300  can  be 
accommodated  with  brown  bag  lunch¬ 
es,  or  with  staggered  lunch  times. 

“Currendy,  we  have  64  rooms  which 
can  hold  up  to  four  people  each.  When 
more  people  than  that  need  to  stay 
overnight,  the  Hotel  Bendy  or  the 
Holiday  Inn  are  very  helpfirl  widi  provid¬ 
ing  additional  rooms  for  overnight 
guests,”  said  Wimberly. 

The  initial  debt  incurred  in  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  center  has  been  paid,  and  it  is 
projected  that  a  “remodeling"  debt  will 
be  paid  by  the  end  of  the  year.  These 
accomplishments  help  to  pave  the  way 
for  future  construction  of  a  third  lodge 


which  would  greatly  increase  the  cen¬ 
ter’s  housing  capacity. 

Groups  can  avail  themselves  of  a  host 
of  equipment  to  orchestrate  their  meet¬ 
ings.  The  center  has,  or  has  access  to, 
overhead  projectors,  screens,  televisions, 
video  tape  players,  DVD  players,  sound 
equipment,  CD  players,  tape 
recorder/ players  and  power  point 
equipment. 

The  vision  for  the  center  continues  to 
evolve,  and  with  it,  many  dreams  and 
plans  for  improvements  are  on  the  table. 
A  pavillion,  which  could  house  very 
large  groups,  and  completed  walking 
trails  are  just  a  few  of  the  ideas  that 
Richard  Bushnell  would  like  to  see 
become  a  reality. 

Additional  members  of  the  staff 
include:  Tony  Lawrence,  maintenance 
supervisor;  Wheatty  Johnson,  food  serv¬ 
ice  director;  Tamara  Friels,  housekeep¬ 
ing  supervisor;  Annette  McCreery,  book¬ 
keeper;  and  Jennifer  Spann  and  Brian 
Doyle,  maintenance  crew. 

“It’s  nice  to  have  a  job  you  love  to 
come  to  every  day.  I  love  the  peaceful 
atmosphere  and  working  with  a 
Christian  staff.  It’s  our  job  to  pamper  the 
guests,  to  make  sure  all  their  needs  are 
met.  That  might  mean  anything  from 
adjusting  the  temperature  in  a  meeting 
room  to  setting  up  necessary  equip¬ 
ment,”  said  Lawrence. 

Bushnell  has  seen  the  evangelistic 
nature  of  the  facility  time  and  time 
again. 

“All  our  lodges  were  filled  with  folks 
fleeing  the  ravages  of  last  year’s  storms. 

It  didn’t  matter  if  they  had  no  money,  we 
offered  them  a  place  to  stay.  One  gende- 
man  insisted  that  his  kids  work  in  the 
kitchen  to  pay  for  their  rooms.  He  even 
asked  his  15-year-old  to  work  as  a  main¬ 
tenance  man  for  a  few  days.  They  were 
so  grateful,”  said  Bushnell. 

Indeed,  the  ministry  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth  runs 
deep — deep  into  the  heart  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  traveling  deeper  every  day. 


The  peaceful  setting  of  the  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth  is  attracting  a  variety  of 
groups  outside  of  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Church. 


Mount  Sequoyah  offers  leadership  seminars 


Three  seminars  on  leadership  in 
small  membership  churches  will  be 
offered  at  Mount  Sequoyah  Center 
this  year. 

A  short  study  course  planned  for 
pastors  and  youth  from  congregations 
with  a  limited  number  of  youth  will 
be  offered  Aug.  24-26. 

Leadership  will  be  provided  by  Rev. 
Diana  Northcutt,  pastor  of  the 
Laverne/Rosston  charge  in 
Oklahoma;  Bev  Bohemer,  Missouri 
Area  Youth  Coordinator;  and  Bishop 
Bruce  Blake  of  the  Oklahoma 
Conference. 


Leadership  will  be  provided  by  Rev. 
Sarah  Evans,  pastor  of  Midway  Locust 
Grove  UMC;  Rev.  Kathy  Leithner,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  of  the  Lawton 
District  in  the  Oklahoma  Conference; 
and  Bishop  Blake. 

The  final  seminar  is  planned  for 
small  membership  churches  which 
must  combine  grade  levels  in  order  to 
have  enough  children  for  a  meaning¬ 
ful  experience  of  Christian  Education. 

The  cost  for  each  seminar  is  $145 
per  person.  For  more  information, 
visit  the  website  at  www.mountse- 
quoyali.org  or  call  (479)  443-4531. 


Retiring  ministers  luncheon  set  for  June  5 


The  Annual  Conference  Retiring 
Ministers  Luncheon  is  scheduled  for 
12  n.n.  on  Thursday,  June  5  at  Noel 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport. 


All  retired  ministers  and  their 
spouses  are  invited  to  attend  the 
event,  where  the  retiring  class  of  2003 
will  be  honored.  No  ticket  is  necessary 
to  attend. 


Jurisdictional  UMM  meeting  set  for  July 


United  Methodist  Men  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  will  hold  their 
regional  conference  from  Julyl  1-13  at 
Texas  Wesleyan  University  in  Fort  Worth 
Texas. 

“Sons  of  the  Father”  is  the  theme  for 
this  year’s  event,  which  will  feature  Rev. 
Chris  Buskirk  of  Abiding  Harvest  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Tulsa,  Ok.  and  his 
father  Dr.  James  Buskirk,  retired  United 
Methodist  minister  and  founding  dean 
of  the  School  of  Theology  at  Oral  Roberts 
University. 

Workshops  include  “Scouting  as  a 


(UMNS)  -  Methodist  leaders  are 
applauding  the  withdrawal  of  the  U.S. 
Navy  from  the  Puerto  Rican  island  of 
Vieques. 

"This  is  a  very  special  day  for  me  and 
for  the  people  of  Vieques  and  Puerto 
Rico,"  Bishop  Juan  Vera  Mendez  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Puerto  Rico  told 
members  of  the  United  Methodist 


Ministry,”  “Hunger- What  Can  We  Do?,” 
“Hope  for  Hearing  (a  ministry  to  the 
children  of  Haiti),’’  “Building  an  Effective 
Local  UMM  Unit,”  and  “T-Quest.” 

Please  send  your  name,  address,  city, 
state,  zip  and  phone,  along  with  a  check 
for  $130  to: 

Reggie  Andrews,  4161  S.  Hulen 
#1422,  Ft.  Worth,  TX  76109.  Reggie  may 
be  contacted  at  (817)  920-9071,  email: 
rlandrew@swbell.net. 

If  you  are  staying  at  a  motel  or  com¬ 
muting,  subtract  $32  from  your  registra¬ 
tion  before  sending  it  in. 

to  Vieques  bombing 

Council  of  Bishops.  "This  morning  (May 
1),  at  12:01  a.m.,  64  years  of  struggles, 
fear,  suffering  and  domination  on 
Vieques  have  ended."  Vera,  whose  joyful 
comments  drew  strong  applause  during 
the  council's  semiannual  meeting  in 
Addison,  Texas,  called  the  withdrawal  "a 
celebration  of  the  triumph  of  just  peace 
over  the  power  of  military  might." 


Leaders  celebrate  end 
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Bishop's  weekend  set  for  June 


“Faithful  Leadership  in 
Communities  of  Diversity”  is  the 
theme  for  the  2003  Bishop’s  Weekend 
for  laity,  clergy  and  bishops  to  be 
held  June  20-22  at  Mount  Sequoyah 
in  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

Two  renowned  scholars  and  lead¬ 
ers — Dr.  Robin  Lovin,  Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  and  Dr.  Lovett  Weems, 

St.  Paul  School  of  Theology — will 
help  provide  thoughtful  answers  to 
the  question  “How  do  we  ethically 
live  with  our  diversity  and  how  do  we 
provide  leadership  in  our  various 
communities?” 

On  Thursday,  June  19  a  special 
District  Superintendents’  Event  will 


address  issues  related  to  identifica¬ 
tion  and  enlistment  of  persons  for 
ministry. 

Bishop  Fritz  Mutti,  Kansas  area, 
Rev.  Evelyn  Fisher  and  Rev.  KilSang 
Yoon  will  give  special  attention  to 
racial /ethnic  issues  and  the  task  of 
supervising  persons  new  to  the  pas¬ 
toral  ministry. 

Costs  for  the  event  will  vary 
depending  on  room  occupancy  and 
whether  or  not  one  participates  in 
the  district  superintendents’  event. 

For  more  information,  visit  the 
website  at  www.mountsequoyah.org. 
Registrations  must  be  received  by 
June  1  at  Mount  Sequoyah  Center. 


A  "Witnessing  for  Christ"  event  was  recently  held  at  St.  Paul  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Roads.  United  Methodists  from  across  our  conference  gathered  to 
save  this  church,  which  has  four  official  members  on  roll.  A  host  of  vibrant  speak¬ 
ers  and  disciples  participated,  including  Rev.  Milton  Gaines,  Rev.  Darlene  Moore, 
Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell,  Rev.  Andy  Goff,  Rev.  Willie  Henry,  Rev.  Victor  McCullough, 
and  many  others. 

A  post-annual  conference  month-long  tent  revival  is  being  planned  for  June  8- 
July  8.  For  more  information  on  the  event,  contact  Rev.  Diane  Bentley  at  (225) 
355-7396  or  bentid@aol.com.  Mission  Disciples  are  available  upon  invitation  to 
perform  mission  work  in  other  areas  of  our  annual  conference,  as  well.  For  more 
information  on  the  Mission  Disciples  program  and  Witnessing  for  Christ  services, 
contact  Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell  at  (225)  664-7979,  robumc@bellsouth.net  or  Rev. 
Diane  Bentley. 


UMM  organize  speakers  for  worship  services 


United  Methodist  Men  has  organized 
speakers  for  morning  worship  services 
during  the  2003  Annual  Conference, 
along  with  scheduling  a  luncheon  on 
Thursday,  June  5  in  the  Centenary 
Room. 

Held  at  the  amphitheater  at 
Centenary  College,  the  services  will 
begin  with  singing  at  6:15  a.m.  every  day, 
followed  by  worship  at  6:30  a.m. 

Alvin  Kirk,  Shreveport  District  UMM 


President,  will  speak  on  Thursday,  June 
5.  Randall  Schexnayder,  New  Orleans 
District  UMM  President,  will  speak  dur¬ 
ing  Friday  morning’s  service.  Baton 
Rouge  District  UMM  President  Sam  Ellis 
will  speak  on  Saturday  morning. 

Rev.  Harold  Babin,  pastor  of  St. 
Francisville  United  Methodist  Church, 
will  serve  as  speaker  for  the  United 
Methodist  Men’s  Luncheon  at  12  Noon 
on  Thursday. 


New  volunteer  coordinator  appointed  for  disaster 


The  new  Volunteer  Coordinator  for 
the  Louisiana  Disaster  Recovery  Team  is 
Elizabeth  Bodin.  All  inquiries  as  to  mis¬ 
sion  teams  should  be  sent  to  her  at 


ebodin7@aol.com  or  to  the  Disaster 
Recovery  office  at  larecovery@bell- 
south.net.  If  you  have  any  questions, 
please  call  the  office  at  (337)  234-1177. 


Rev.  Shawn  Aglim,  third  from  left,  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  Louisiana  State 
University  in  Baton  Rouge,  receives  his  honor  as  Campus  Minister  of  the  Year  from  the 
United  Methodist  Higher  Education  Foundation.  George  Miller  and  Nancy  Carruth  are 
pictured,  left. 


Anglim  honored  as  national 
campus  minister  of  the  year 


Rev.  Shawn  Anglim,  campus  minister 
for  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  Louisiana 
State  University,  was  recently  honored  as 
Campus  Minister  of  the  Year  by  the 
United  Methodist  Higher  Education 
Foundation. 

George  M.  Miller,  president  and  CEO 
of  the  foundation,  presented  an 
inscribed  sculpture  and  a  $5,000  cash 
award  to  Anglim  during  the  1 1  a.m.  serv¬ 
ice  at  University  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge  on  April  27.  The 
award  will  be  used  to  renovate  the 
Wesley  Foundation  Budding  Chapel, 
which  sponsors  a  Sunday  morning  wor¬ 
ship  service  aimed  at  attracting  campus 
students. 

“The  exciting  thing  is  that  there  are 
several  campus  ministries  throughout 
Louisiana  that  could  have  received  this 
recognition.  I’m  thankful  that  the  stu¬ 
dents  leading  this  ministry  at  LSU  have 
been  honored  for  their  hard  work  and 
dedication,”  said  Anglim. 

Under  Anglim’s  leadership,  the  Wesley 
Foundation  at  LSU  has  started  a  GED 
tutoring  program  for  incarcerated  youth; 
worked  with  the  Nature  Conservancy  by 
planting  nearly  10,000  trees;  teamed 
with  Big  Buddy  to  tutor  at-risk  elemen¬ 


tary  school  students;  sponsored  an 
interchurch  forum  on  responsible  stew¬ 
ardship  of  community  waters;  and  spon¬ 
sored  missions  to  San  Francisco,  New 
York  and  Arizona  to  repair  housing  and 
feed  the  hungry. 

After  “911,”  the  Wesley  Foundation 
responded  to  the  idea  that  Muslim  stu¬ 
dents  and  students  of  Middle  Eastern 
descent  might  have  safety  concerns  on 
campus.  The  group  established  the 
“Friends  of  Gabriel,”  initially  designed  to 
provide  walking  partners  for  these  stu¬ 
dents  to  and  from  class.  Although  the 
need  for  escorts  did  not  develop,  this 
initiative  resulted  in  a  retreat  for 
Christian  and  Muslim  students  entitled 
“Living  in  One  Creation,”  attended  by 
close  to  40  participants. 

Anglim’s  interest  in  the  lives  of  the 
LSU  students  goes  beyond  his  work  with 
the  ministries  of  the  Wesley  Foundation. 
He  has  counseled  many  of  the  students 
on  choosing  career  paths  and  has  even 
helped  to  find  jobs  for  some  of  them. 

“He  cares  so  much  about  each  and  every 
one  of  us.  Shawn  definitely  goes  above 
and  beyond  the  call  of  duty  as  campus 
minister,”  said  Christie  Thomas,  presi¬ 
dent  of  LSU’s  Wesley  Foundation. 


Cuba  Initiative  seeks  funds  to  host  choir 


This  summer,  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  will  have  the  unique 
opportunity  to  host  “Los  Pequenos 
Querubines,”  a  youth  choir  from  La 
Habana  Central  Methodist  Church  in 
Cuba.  Scheduled  to  visit  from  July  15- 
Aug.l,  the  group  consists  of  14  youth 
and  two  adults.  Dates  are  still  tenta¬ 
tive,  due  to  the  uncertain  nature  of 
obtaining  visas  and  other  issues. 

The  Cuba  Initiative  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  is  asking  for  prayers  and 
financial  support  of  this  exciting  proj¬ 
ect.  Our  share  of  the  costs  come  to 
$10,000,  which  is  not  part  of  our 
Conference  budget. 


“We  must  raise  this  amount.  We 
will  need  very  generous  offerings  at 
their  (the  choir)  performances,  as  well 
as  additional  funding.  I  am  looking  for 
help  from  any  variety  of  sources — i.e. 
funds  for  cultural  exchange  from  uni¬ 
versities  or  communities — of  which 
you  might  be  aware,”  said  Dr.  Mark 
Martin,  Cuba  Initiative  chair. 

Checks  can  be  made  to 
“Blackwater  UMC-Cuba  Choir”  and 
sent  to:  Cuba  Initiative,  10000 
Blackwater  Rd„  Baker,  LA  70714.  For 
more  information,  contact  Dr.  Martin 
at  (225)  261-4646,  or  email: 
mark@blackwaterumc.org. 
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Some  200  people,  including  Bishop  William  and  Kay  Hutchinson,  attended  the  opening 
of  Hope  Community  United  Methodist  Church. 


Evangeline  reborn  as  Hope  Community 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge 


On  June  16,  2002,  Hope  Community 
United  Methodist  Church,  formerly 
known  as  Evangeline  United  Methodist 
Church,  opened  its  doors.  Reverend  H. 
Louis  Jones  was  appointed  to  this  charge 
at  the  2002  Louisiana  Annual  Methodist 
Conference.  Hope  Community  United 
Methodist  was  founded  on  faith  and  the 
power  of  vision.  Reverend  Jones  states 
that,  “vision  first  comes  from  God’s  heart 
for  his  church;  it  is  the  motivational 
force  for  God’s  people  and  the  power 
that  gives  life  to  faith”. 

The  mission  of  Hope  Community 
United  Methodist  Church  is  “To  Be  A 
Source  of  Light  in  the  Midst  of  Hurts  and 
Hopelessness  through  enabling 
Ministries  that  offers  the  Saving  Grace  of 
Jesus  Clirist.”  This  was  the  call  and  reve¬ 
lation  of  Reverend  H.  Louis  and  Mrs. 
Patricia  Jones  as  they  began  their  min¬ 
istry  at  Hope  Community  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Fostered  by  the  mission  to  make  dis¬ 
ciples  for  Jesus  Christ,  Hope  Community 
introduced  the  ministry  to  the  commu¬ 
nity  with  the  Breakfast  and  Bible  Study 
Ministry,  the  Friday  Night  Fellowship 
series,  and  a  Summer  Celebration. 

Since  its  inception,  the  church  has 
increased  in  membership  and  min¬ 
istries,  a  membership  that  started  from 
the  initial  significant  seven  to  the  cur¬ 
rent  significant  seventy  plus,  in  only 
nine  months. 

The  following  ministries  have  evolved 
out  of  the  vision:  Children  and  Adult 
Sunday  School,  Small  Group,  Hand  Bell 
Choir,  Children’s  Church,  Performing 


Arts,  Mid-week  Prayer  Service, 
Children/Youth  and  Young  Adult  Choir, 
Praise  Team,  Liturgical  Dancers, 

Couples,  and  Young  Adult  Ministries. 

The  church  also  houses  a  pre-existing 
Head  Start  and  tutoring  program  for  stu¬ 
dents  in  seventh  grade  through  college. 
As  the  church  continues  to  grow  under 
the  leadership  of  Pastor  and  Mrs.  Jones, 
ministries  are  expected  to  extend  to 
healthcare,  drill  team,  and  tutoring  min¬ 
istries  for  kindergarten  through  sixth 
grade. 

On  Sunday,  March  30,  there  were 
almost  200  people  present  to  help  Hope 
Community  United  Methodist  Church 
launch  its  Chartered  Membership 
Campaign.  Among  those  present  to 
help  celebrate  this  historical  occasion 
were:  Louisiana’s  United  Methodist 
Resident  Bishop  William  W.  and  Mrs. 
Hutchinson,  Baton  Rouge  District 
Superintendent  C.  Gerald  and  Mrs. 
Richardson,  and  Baton  Rouge  District 
Lay  Leader,  Mr.  George  “Buzzy”  and  Mrs. 
Anding.  This  campaign  was  designed  to 
announce  the  beginning  of  the  process 
to  become  a  chartered  church  of  the 
Baton  Rouge  District  and  Louisiana 
Conference  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

During  this  chartered  membership 
campaign,  Hope  Community’s  main 
goal  is  to  further  extend  our  mission  and 
ministry  to  persons  outside  the  immedi¬ 
ate  location  in  which  we  are  called  to 
serve  and  live  out  our  mission:  "The 
Church  Where  Caring  Hands  Heal 
Hurting  Hearts.’’ 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
Baton  Rouge  District  Communication  Advisor: 


Lyn  Sheehan 
PO.  Box  250 
Jackson,  LA  70748 
(225)  634-7408,  634-7810 
lyn_sheehan@hotmail.com 


Jackson  church  honors  service  members 


Jackson  United  Methodist  Church 
recendy  honored  a  Marine  family  with  a 
place  on  the  Blue  Star  Banner. 

The  Blue  Star  Banner  bears  a  star 
representing  First  Lieutenant  Chris 
Canfield,  in  the  Second  Battalion  Fifth 
United  States  Marines  currently  serving 
in  Iraq. 

The  banner  is  one  way  Jackson 
United  Methodist  Church  shows  their 
support  and  concern  for  servicemen 
and  their  families.  Hanging  in  the  back 
of  the  church  sanctuary,  the  banner 
serves  as  a  reminder  of  their  sacrifice 
and  our  prayer. 

“Chris  is  proud  to  serve  Jus  Country 
and  do  the  job  he  has  been  trained  to 
do.  We  are  very  proud  of  our  son  and  all 
of  our  troops,”  said  Greg  Canfield. 

The  return  of  Canfield  to  Camp 
Pendleton,  California,  is  eagerly  awaited 
by  his  wife,  Christina,  three  year  old 
daughter,  Keegan,  and  three  and  one  half 
month  old  son,  Brady.  His  parents  are 
Greg  and  Carla  Canfield  of  Jackson  and 
Glen  and  Diane  Merritt  of  Baton  Rouge. 


“We  are  so  grateful  for  the  support 
and  prayers  of  the  church  and  commu¬ 
nity.  The  troops  have  fought  coura¬ 
geously  in  gaining  freedom  of  the  Iraqi 
people,”  said  Greg  Canfield. 

He  shared  that  the  last  contact  the 
family  had  received  placed  his  son  in  the 
Baghdad  area. 

The  Blue  Star  Banner  is  a  tradition 
that  began  during  the  First  World  War. 
Families  of  service  members  would 
place  a  banner  in  the  window  of  their 
home  to  represent  each  son  serving  in 
the  war  effort. 

The  other  stars  on  the  Jackson 
church’s  banner  represent  Cltris 
Brumley  and  Todd  Haydel,  United  States 
Navy;  and  Matthew  Morgan,  United 
States  Marine  Corps. 

The  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  Alexander  Stirling  Chapter, 
sponsors  a  support  group  for  the  fami¬ 
lies  of  service  members  involved  in 
Operation  Iraqi  Freedom.  The  group 
meets  at  the  Jackson  United  Methodist 
Church  every  other  Monday  at  6:30  p.m. 


A  star  is  added  to  The  Blue 
Star  Banner  of  Jackson 
United  Methodist  Church. 
Greg  and  Carla  Canfield,  left, 
hold  the  Blue  Star  Banner 
and  a  picture  of  their  son. 
First  Lieutenant  Chris 
Canfield,  in  the  Second 
Battalion  Fifth  United  States 
Marines.  Canfield  is  serving 
in  Operation  Iraqi  Freedom. 


Laity  banquest  highlights  transformation 


“Spending  time  with  Jesus. . .”  was  the 
focus  as  Fred  Neal  addressed  the  2003 
Baton  Rouge  District  Laity  Banquet  on 
Monday,  April  28. 

Neal  is  the  lay  leader  of  Neely  United 
Methodist  Church  and  the  chairman  of 
the  Baton  Rouge  District  Inclusivity 
Team.  He  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  oldest  person  in  the  United  States 
died  this  month  at  1 13  years  of  age. 

“Time  is  a  fascinating  concept.  How 
would  you  define  time?”  Neal  asked.  He 
said  that  his  aunt  is  98  years  old  and 
“always  shares  how  good  God  is  to  us.” 

Directing  his  audience  to  draw  their 
individual  lifelines,  Neal  used  his  life 
experiences  as  a  catalyst.  Recalling  the 
people  who  most  influenced  his  early 
years,  Neal  led  the  group  to  remember 
those  who  touched  each  life. 

He  quoted  the  words  of  the  song, 
“Pass  It  On”,  and  asked,  “Are  you  spend¬ 
ing  time  with  Jesus?” 

Neal  directed  each  person  to  look  at 
his  lifeline  and  notice  whose  influence 


was  strongest.  Explaining  that  a  lifeline 
is  used  to  save  others,  Neal  said  we  are 
supposed  to  touch  lives  and  to  spread 
Christ’s  love. 

“We  are  to  let  people  know  that  Jesus 
can  transform  your  life,”  said  Neal.  “He 
has  already  paid  the  price.” 

The  Youth  Bell  Choir  from  St.  John’s 
UMC  played  two  selections,  “Sweet 
Hour  of  Prayer”  and  “Joshua  Fought  the 
Battle  of  Jericho.”  The  choir  was  directed 
by  Joan  Abbott. 

Special  music  included  a  trumpet 
and  piano  duet  of  “What  a  Wonderful 
World”  played  by  Leroy  Pero  and  Faye 
Barnes  of  Wesley  UMC. 

Dr.  Bob  Burgess,  senior  minister  of 
the  host  church,  Broadmoor  UMC,  gave 
the  invocation.  Mrs.  Carolyn  Dove, 

Baton  Rouge  District  Daughenbaugh- 
Matheny  Scholarship  Fund  Chairperson, 
introduced  the  scholarship  opportunity. 

The  meeting  was  closed  with  prayer 
led  by  District  Superintendent  Gerald 
Richardson. 
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Nolley  Memorial  features  '50's 


Music  of  the  ‘50’s  was  featured  at 
Nolley  United  Methodist  Church’s  annu¬ 
al  Coffee  House  Jazz-n-Java  program 
held  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  of  the 
church,  Saturday  evening,  Feb.  8. 

Music  from  this  decade  of  some  of 
the  best  pop  music  ever  was  enjoyed  by 
a  packed  house  as  Gail  Russell,  Chancel 
Choir  Director,  John  Buckhalter,  Pianist, 
Mark  Benge,  Pastor,  and  numerous 
guest  performers,  entertained  the  audi¬ 
ence  with  such  hits  as  Misty,  Twilight 
Time,  Sixteen  Tons,  Crazy,  plus  many 
more  ‘50’s  favorites. 

Jazz-n-Java  is  an  ongoing  series  fea¬ 
turing  the  talents  of  church  members 
and  local  citizens,  and  seeks  to: 


-  create  opportunities  for  Christian 
fellowship  with  friends  and  neighbors  of 
all  faiths. 

-  offer  wholesome  entertainment  in  a 
variety  of  musical  styles,  (pop,  country, 
folk,  classics,  spiritual,  etc.) 

-  provide  a  venue  for  talented  musi¬ 
cians  and  performers  of  our  church  and 
community  to  share  the  joy  they  find  in 
music  with  an  appreciative  audience. 

-  present  music  from  selected  com¬ 
posers  and  songwriters  that  expresses 
the  ranges  of  human  emotion  and  con¬ 
veys  these  emotions  to  the  listeners. 

-  emphasize  the  values  of  music, 
music  education,  and  music  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  everyone. 


The  Alexandria  District  held  its  Advanced  Lay  Speaking  school  April  5. 

Advanced  lay  speakers  step  out  of 'norm' 


BY  CAROLYN  FLETCHER 

On  Saturday,  April  5,  Rev.  Ed 
Dilworth  led  the  study  of  “Let  the 
Redeemed  of  the  Lord  Say  So”  at 
Palestine  United  Methodist  Church 
for  church  leaders  seeking  recertifica¬ 
tion  as  Certified  Lay  Speakers.  Those  in 
attendance  were:  Cliff  Kelley  and  Bob 
Nash,  First  UMC  Pineville;  Linda 
Tennie  and  Ingrid  Milo,  Wilton  UMC; 
Eloise  Cox,  Nolley  Memorial  UMC;  Jack 
Sandell,  Trinity  UMC  Alexandria; 
Carolyn  Fletcher,  Palestine  UMC;  Billy 
Jack  McGlothlin,  First  UMC  Alexandria; 
Thomas  Hennigan,  First  UMC 
Natchitoches;  and  Denver  Wofford  and 
Nolan  Johnson,  Colfax  UMC. 

Sometimes,  we  have  to  step  out  of 
the  norm  in  our  training  processes  to 
fill  the  needs  of  our  local  churches. 
Because  of  the  need  for  lay  speakers 
to  fill  the  pulpits  at  Sanders  Chapel 
and  Strange  UMCs,  we  had  a  one¬ 
time  lay  speaking  school  at  First  UMC 


Natchitoches,  which  was  led  by  Ivan 
Bearden.  The  district  is  very  grateful 
to  First  UMC  Natchitoches  for  their 
willingness  to  help  in  the  training  of 
lay  speakers,  and  their  willingness  to 
provide  leadership  at  churches  who 
are  without  pastors. 

We  thank  each  person  who  is  will¬ 
ing  to  serve  as  a  lay  speaker,  and  we 
thank  our  lay  people  and  pastors  who 
help  to  train  us  for  service.  The  dis¬ 
trict  lay  speaking  chairpersons  will  be 
meeting  with  our  conference  chair¬ 
person  at  Annual  Conference  in  June 
to  decide  on  courses  of  study.  After  a 
decision  is  made,  we  will  be  schedul¬ 
ing  courses  to  be  held  in  the  fall  for 
the  Alexandria  District  for  basic  and 
certified  lay  speaking.  Please  put  this 
ministry  on  your  prayer  list.  We  are  in 
need  of  people  who  are  willing  to 
serve  as  lay  speakers,  leading-caring¬ 
communicating  in  the  United 
Methodist  church. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
Alexandria  District  Communication  Advisors: 

Bill  and  Judy  McDonald 
c/0  Alexandria  District  Office 
2350-A  Methodist  Parkway 
Woodworth,  LA  71485 

(318)  443-3213,  e-mail:  umcalxds@iamerica.net 


theme  for  annual  Jazz-n-Java 


Chancel  Choir  Director  Gail  Russell  and  Haily  Gray  perform  during  "puppet  time"  at  the 
annual  Jazz-n-Java  celebration  at  Nolley  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Jena. 
Judy  Welsh,  above  right  sings  a  Patsy  Cline  tune  to  Roy  Edwards,  a  visitor  from  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  West  Monroe.  Below,  Choir  Director  Gail  Russell  and  Pianist 
John  Buckhalter  share  a  song. 


District  hosts  annual  laity  banquet 


The  Alexandria  District  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  held  its 
annual  Laity  Banquet  on  March  22, 
2003  at  the  Conference  Center. 

A  packed  house  of  more  than  275 
persons  were  in  attendance.  John 
Tubb,  member  of  First  UMC, 
Pineville,  was  honored  for  his  many 
years  of  chairing  the  1000  Club. 

Paul  White,  First  UMC,  Alexandria, 
gave  a  testimonial  tribute  to  Mr. 
Tubbs’  faithfulness  to  this  great 
undertaking.  Kathy  Matthews,  a 
member  of  Palestine  UMC  and  a  spe¬ 
cial  friend  of  Mr.  Tubb,  sang  a  song 
dedicated  to  him. 

Also  on  the  program  was  musical 
entertainment  by  the  Newman  UMC 


Choir,  Frankie  Early,  director. 
Featured  speaker  for  the  evening  was 
Pineville  Mayor  Clarence  Fields,  a 
member  of  Pineville  UMC.  His  inspi¬ 
rational  talk  was  a  highlight  of  the 
evening.  Another  joy  was  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  many  youth  from  the  District 
UMY  who  were  waiters  and  waitress¬ 
es  for  the  tables. 

This  banquet  is  the  fundraising 
event  of  the  year  for  the  Alexandria 
District  in  raising  money  for  the 
Daughenbaugh-Matheny  scholarship 
fund  which  provides  scholarships  for 
students  attending  Dillard  University 
and  Centenary  College.  A  record 
$2400  was  raised  to  contribute  to  the 
fund. 


Board  approves  Kairos  at  Pollack  prison 


Kairos  is  coming  to  Pollock  Prison 
The  Louisiana  Kairos  Board  has 
approved  a  new  Kairos  ministry  at  the 
penitentary  at  Pollock.  Kairos  is  an  ecu¬ 
menical  prison  ministry  involving 
Methodists,  Catholics,  Episcopalians, 
Presbyterians,  and  other  denominations. 
Staff  qualifying  weekend  for  those  who 


have  not  already  attended  Cursillo  or 
other  Kairos  retreats  will  be  May  23-24  at 
First  UMC,  Alexandria.  The  hope  is  to 
develop  a  volunteer  base  in  greater 
Alexandria  to  support  this  ministry. 
Nanci  Youngblood  and  Rev.  Dick  Hooton 
have  been  appointed  to  the  Board  for 
the  coming  year. 
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Mount  Sequoyah  offers  fall  retreat 


Mount  Sequoyah,  a  Christian 
Program  Center  offering  opportunities 
for  learning,  living  and  leisure,  offers 
several  programs  of  interest  this  fall. 

“Fall  on  the  Mountain,”  from  Oct.  6-9, 
features  Anita  Phillips  as  faculty  and  Dr. 
Rod  Wilmoth  as  preacher.  “Autumn 
Time, ’’from  Oct.  13-16,  features  Harold 
Rucker  as  faculty  and  Bishop  Kenneth 
Hicks  as  preacher.  “Leaves  of  Gold,” 
from  Oct.  20-23,  will  spodight  ferry 
Hoban  as  faculty  and  guest  preacher 
Rev.  Ann  Rosebrock.  Each  of  these  three 
sessions  cost  $250  per  person. 

The  Senior  Summit,  to  be  held  Nov. 


10-13,  will  offer  resources,  information 
and  opportunities  for  those  who  work 
with  older  adults.  Cost  of  this  event  is 
$275  per  person. 

For  only  $75  each,  visitors  can  enjoy 
the  ever  popular  “Spirit  of  Christmas,” 
held  Dec.  5-6.  Pause  and  enjoy  a  tradi¬ 
tional  beginning  to  the  holiday  season 
with  caroling,  feasting,  storytelling  by 
the  fire,  carriage  rides,  and  more. 

For  more  information  on  Mount 
Sequoyah,  located  in  the  beautiful  Ozark 
Mountains,  and  its  programs  visit  the 
website  at  <www.mountsequoyah.org> 
or  call  (479)443-4531. 


Wesley  foundations  gather  for  retreat 


ALEXANDRIA  —  College  students 
from  across  the  state  met  in  Alexandria 
for  24  hours  March  14-15  for  the 
Wesleyans  Retreat,  the  first  recent  event 
of  its  kind  for  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Campus  Ministries. 

Over  60  participants  from  seven 
Louisiana  universities,  including 
Centenary,  Grambling,  Louisiana  Tech, 
LSU,  McNeese,  Northwestern  State,  and 
University  of  Louisiana  at  Monroe, 
attended  the  retreat,  which  was  hosted 
by  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Alexandria. 

The  retreat  was  initiated  to  promote 
service  and  fellowship  among  the  differ¬ 
ent  Wesley  Foundations  or  similar 
organizations  in  the  conference.  It  fea¬ 
tured  two  evening  worship  services, 
small  group  activities  and  several 
Saturday  service  projects  across 
Alexandria. 

Saturday’s  mission  projects  included 
home  repair,  clean  up  of  a  new  commu¬ 
nity  center  for  a  local  United  Methodist 
Church  and  work  on  a  Habitat  for 
Humanity  site.  Students  were  divided 
into  teams  led  by  college  students  and 

'Tool  Time!' drive  to 

Each  year  the  people  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  generously  support 
mission  with  a  particular  gift. 

This  year  it  is  “Tool  Time!"  and  our 
mission  project  will  be  to  provide  the 
contents  for  a  trailer  that  will  be  used  by 
the  United  Methodist  Disaster  Recovery 


campus  ministers. 

A  few  short  hours  made  a  big  differ¬ 
ence  for  the  job  sites  and  for  the  stu¬ 
dents. 

“It  was  nice  getting  to  know  every¬ 
one,”  said  Erin  Marshall  of  Centenary.  “I 
got  to  know  the  names  of  all  the  tools!” 

The  Wesleys,  the  worship  band  from 
the  Wesley  Foundation  at  LSU,  per¬ 
formed  Friday  night  in  the  retreat’s 
opening  convocation.  Kristina  Litffe,  an 
LSU  junior,  opened  the  retreat  with  her 
reflection  on  service. 

Northwestern  State  University’s  band, 
Clean  Slate,  played  Saturday  night  in  the 
retreat’s  final  service.  LSU  graduate  stu¬ 
dent  Matt  Rawle  led  the  evening’s  reflec¬ 
tion. 

“We  participated  in  two  totally  differ¬ 
ent  styles  of  worship  services  and  both 
were  great  because  God  was  leading 
them,”  said  Jacob  Justice  of 
Northwestern  State  University. 

The  retreat  was  organized  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  LSU 
with  the  help  of  George  Reech  of  First 
UMC,  Alexandria  and  is  slated  to 
become  an  annual  event. 


Office  in  Lafayette. 

Anyone  wanting  information  not  pro¬ 
vided  on  page  xvii  of  the  Pre-Conference 
Report,  or  published  in  the  April  25  edi¬ 
tion  of  Louisiana  Now!  regarding  this 
project  can  call  Sarah  Schoeffler  at  (337) 
234-1177. 


outfit  disaster  trailer 


Funeral  services  held  for  Dr.  James  Costen 


Funeral  services  for  the  late  Dr.  James 
Costen,  former  president  of  the 
Interdenominational  Theological  Center 
(Gammon  School  of  Theology),  were 
held  April  22  in  the  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.  Chapel  on  the  school’s  campus. 

His  wife,  Dr.  Melva  Costen,  serves  as 


professor  of  Church  Music  at  ETC  and  has 
offered  several  workshops  on  music  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  The  family  has 
requested  that  memorial  contributions  be 
made  to  the  Pastoral  Institute  of  Kenya. 

Dr.  Melva  Costen  may  be  contacted 
at:  RO.  Box  42497,  Adanta,  GA  30311. 


Church  to  host  marriage  enrichment  seminar 


Calvary  United  Methodist  Church’s 
C.U.RI.D.  (Christ’s  United  Partners  In 
Discipleship)  auxiliary  will  host  a  mar¬ 
riage  enrichment  weekend  on  July  11-12 
at  the  Lumen  Christi  Center  in  Schriever. 

The  facilitator  for  the  gathering  will 
be  Dr.  Robert  Childress,  who  is  the  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Covenant  Glen  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Houston,  Tex. 

The  event  is  scheduled  to  begin  at  4 


p.m.on  Friday,  July  1 1th. 

The  cost  is  $100  per  couple  which  will 
include  lodging,  meals  and  registration. 

This  event  is  for  married  couples 
only. 

Deadline  for  registration  is  July  6, 
2003. 

Please  contact  Herman  and  Charlene 
Smith  at  (985)  447-6555  for  more  infor¬ 
mation. 


Workshop  yields  pledges  for  Bulgarian  church 


When  Dr.  Eddie  Fox,  world  direc¬ 
tor  for  the  World  Methodist  Council, 
spoke  at  the  Faith-Sharing  Workshops 
held  in  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  in  January  and  February 
of  this  year,  a  miracle  happened. 

Dr.  Fox  shared  with  hundreds  of 
clergy,  gathered  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge 
and  Trinity  UMC  in  Ruston,  a  very 
moving  story  of  the  need  for  a 
Methodist  Center  in  Bulgaria.  At 
least  $40,000  was  needed  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  Evangepeace  Church,  to 
be  located  just  20  miles  from  the 
Turkish  border. 

Fox  shared  with  fire  audience  that 
Brother  Bedros  Altunian,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Methodist  church  in 
Bulgaria,  along  with  other  church 
leaders  has  been  working  diligendy 
to  make  the  church  building  a  reality. 

After  the  initial  challenge  was 


thrown  to  those  attending  the  Faith- 
Sharing  Workshops,  the  spirit  of  gen¬ 
erosity  has  generated  gifts  and 
pledges  totaling  over  $28,000.  Since 
the  two  meetings,  folks  like  Rev. 
Jimmie  Pyles  have  continued  per¬ 
suading  others  to  give  to  this  vital 
ministry. 

At  last  count,  gifts  generated  from 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
have  met  Dr.  Fox’s  goal  of  $40,000. 

Brother  Altunian  wrote  in  a  recent 
letter  to  Dr.  Fox  that  he  is  encounter¬ 
ing  a  few  challenges  in  securing  all  of 
the  land  necessary  for  the  project.  He 
is  encouraged  that  certain  people  are 
stepping  forward,  “new  friends  for 
our  cause,”  and  that  construction  will 
proceed  soon.  Dr.  Fox  asks  for  con¬ 
tinued  prayer  in  order  that  “every 
door  will  be  opened  along  the  way  so 
that  ‘Evangepeace’  will  rise  up  out  of 
the  ground.” 


FREE  PROGRAM 


Breast  Health: 
Diagnosing  Common 
Lumps  and  Other  Abnormalities 

Monday,  May  19 

12:00  —  1:00  pm  (lunch  will  be  served) 

Methodist  Hospital  Auditorium 

Surgeon  Steven  Jones,  MD, 
will  discuss  breast  abnormalities 
and  recommended  Ueatments. 

Highlights  will  include  informadon 
on  stereotactic  breast  biopsies 
and  the  new  ultrasound  guided 
mammotome  breast  biopsies. 

These  minimally  invasive  diagnosdc 
tools  are  available  at  the  Methodist 
Women’s  Center,  the  only  facility  in 
the  area  to  offer  mammotome  for 
diagnosing  breast  lesions. 

For  reservations  or  more  information,  call  244-5728. 

m  Pendleton  Memorial 

Methodist  Hospital 

5620  Read  Blvd.  •  New  Orleans,  LA  70127  •  www.pmmh.org 


Our  Mammotome 
Experts 


Steven  Jones,  MD  Alphonso  Dial,  MD 


Financial  Secretary 

St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC,  Lake  Charles,  La.  is  now  seeking  a 
part-time  (averaging  25-30  hours  per  week)  Financial 
Secretary.  Bookkeeping  and  Computer  experience  is 
required.  Please  call  (337)  474-1 500  for  an  application  and 
job  description. The  deadline  to  apply  is  May  19,2003. 
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Please  give  generously  to  the  Ruston  Children's 
Home  Mother's  Day  Collection  May  1 1 


An  opportunity  to  heal 
hurting  children  of  La. 

On  May  1 1 ,  you  will  be  given  an 
opportunity  to  contribute  DIRECTLY  to 
healing  the  troubled,  hurting  children  of 
Louisiana  by  making  an  offering  to 
Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in 
Ruston.  You  do  not  have  to  wonder 
where  your  money  is  going  or  whether  it 
will  be  used  for  the  children.  Louisiana 
Methodist  Children’s  Home,  in  its  sec¬ 
ond  hundred  years  this  year,  is  here  to 
stay!  Our  promise — to  heal  the  hurting 
children  of  Louisiana,  ONE  CHILD  AT  A 
TIME — remains  our  primary  focus. 

Last  year  we  were  able  to  serve  223 
children  of  the  983  who  asked  us  for 
help.  Our  ability  to  serve  more  families 
lies  in  the  expansion  of  our  Outdoor 
Wilderness  Learning  (OWL)  Center,  800 
acres  near  Dubach.  This  expansion 
involves  early  intervention  to  strengthen 
families  through  short-term,  intensive 
training. 

Thus  we  approach  you,  our 
Methodist  Church  Families,  to  help  us 
serve  more  children.  Last  year  the 
Mother’s  Day  Offering  netted  only  $1.60 
per  Methodist  Household.  This  year  we 
seek  $25  per  household.  We  could 
DOUBLE  the  number  of  families  we 
serve  with  this  additional  revenue. 

The  Mother’s  Day  Offering  envelopes 
have  been  revised  to  include  a  way  for 
you  to  honor  mothers,  daughters,  and 
grandmothers  through  an  honorarium 
or  a  memorial  gift.  What  better  way  to 
present  a  lasting  gift  to  a  mother  in  your 
life  than  by  touching  the  life  of  a  child! 
Prayerfully  consider  giving  to  the 
Children’s  Home  in  RUSTON  in  lieu  of 
flowers,  candies,  or  cards  this  Mother’s 
Day. 


On  Mother's  Day,  please  remember  that  for  more  than  200  youth,  the  Louisiana  Methodist  Children's  Home  in  Ruston  is  the  closest 
thing  to  a  mother  they  may  have.  Your  contributions  will  enable  the  Children's  Home  to  expand  its  operations  and  care  for  more  hurt¬ 
ing  young  people  in  the  years  ahead.  Last  year,  983  youth  applied  for  help  from  the  Children's  Home.  Our  ability  to  serve  more 
families  lies  in  the  expansion  of  our  Outdoor  Wilderness  Learning  (OWL)  Center,  800  acres  near  Dubach,  where  families  can  enjoy 
activities  such  as  frisbee  and  a  ropes  course,  below. 


Annual 

Conference 

2003 


"Being  Perfected 
in  Unity...that  the 
World  May 
Know." 

Centenary  College 
Shreveport 

June  4-7 


The  Pre-Conference 
Report  for  the  2003 
Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  includ¬ 
ing  schedule  and 
Pre-Conference 
training  dates,  is 
now  ready  to  down¬ 
load  from  the  Web 
at  (wwwJa-umc.org). 


■  Monroe 
District  /  4 

■  Lake  Charles 
District  /  5 


VOL  4,  NO.  10 


BATON  ROUGE,  LA 


May  23, 2003 


Service  of  Repentance  and  Reconciliation  set  June  6 


In  response  to  a  deci¬ 
sion  by  the  2000  General 
Conference,  the 
Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  will  host  a 
service  of  Repentance 
and  Reconciliation  on 
Friday,  June  6  at  1 1  a.m. 
in  the  Gold  Dome. 

Each  conference  was 
asked  to  address  United 
Methodism’s  history  with  regard  to 
racism  with  a  special  service  to  be  held 
within  this  quadrennium.  This  initiative 


Hutchinson  Hoyt 


was  generated  out  of  a  concern  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops  and  the  Commission 
on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 


Concerns  that  we 
should  address  divi¬ 
sions  that  exist. 

Last  year’s  annual 
conference  emphasized 
“faith  sharing,”  affirm¬ 
ing  our  oneness  in 
Christ.  This  year,  our 
theme  is  “Being  per- 
Woodland  fected  in  unity . . .  that 
the  world  may  know.” 
“We  need  to  be  unified,  not  just  to 

See  Justice,  page  3 


Harrington 


Help  us  fill  this  trailer! 


Conference  creates 
trailer  for  disasters 


Bishop  William  and  Kay  Hutchinson  recently  led  a  work  team  of  district  superintendents 
and  others  to  repair  the  home  of  a  visually  impaired  woman  in  Broussard.  The  group  is 
pictured  with  the  new  'Tool  Time!"  trailer  that  will  aid  in  disaster  relief. 


Each  year  the  people  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  gener¬ 
ously  support  mission  with  a  particu¬ 
lar  gift.  We  have  given  food,  blue  jeans, 
school  kits  and  paper  goods. 

This  year  it  is  “Tool  Time!”  and  our 
mission  project  will  be  to  provide  the 
contents  for  a  trailer  that  will  be  used 
by  the  United  Methodist  Disaster 
Recovery  Office  in  Lafayette. 

Louisiana  had  over  200,000 
requests  for  assistance  following 
Hurricane  Lili  and  Tropical  Storm 
Isadore.  The  outfitted  trailer  will  be 
used  by  volunteers  as  they  help  to 
repair  homes  in  affected  areas. 

You  may  choose  your  gift  from  the 
list  of  tools  and  equipment  listed 
below.  The  list  has  a  variety  of  possi¬ 
bilities  from  hammers  to  ladders  to 
generators  or  even  a  flat  bed  utility 
trailer.  Once  a  gift  has  been  selected, 
send  the  information  and  a  check  cov¬ 
ering  the  item’s  cost  to  :  United 


Methodist  Disaster  Recovery  Office, 
703  Lee  Ave.,  Lafayette,  LA  70501. 

The  tools  will  be  ordered  from  a 
wholesale  dealer.  The  trailer  and  the 


tools  you  give  will  be  on  display  at  our 
annual  conference  in  June.  Please  see 
the  list  on  p.  3  and  give  generously  to 
help  your  Louisiana  neighbors. 


Igniting  Ministry 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
will  host  its  second  Regional  Training  for 
the  Igniting  Ministry  Initiative  Aug.  20,  at 
the  conference  center  in  Woodworth. 

This  year’s  focus  will  be  on  the  newest 
materials  entitled  “Beyond  30  Seconds: 
Developing  a  Welcoming  Congregation.” 
The  seven-session  video  curriculum  is 
designed  to  instruct  small  groups  within 
each  congregation,  looking  beyond  the 
30-second  television  commercials  pro¬ 
duced  for  The  United  Methodist  Church 
as  we  seek  to  truly  understand  and  wel¬ 
come  newcomers. 


Regional  Training 


Each  church  participating  will  receive 
a  kit  containing  a  VHS  tape  (seven  ses¬ 
sions),  a  leader’s  guide  and  a  learner’s 
guide.  Congregations  are  strongly 
encouraged  to  send  more  than  one  par¬ 
ticipant  to  training  because  there  are  a 
number  of  break-out,  brainstorming 
sessions. 

Each  church  will  be  charged  $120  for 


slated  for  August 

participation,  which  allows  them  to  send 
two  people. 

If  more  than  two  come,  an  additional 
$10  for  each  person  in  attendance  will 
cover  the  costs  of  lunch  and  rental  of  the 
conference  center  facilities. 

The  last  Regional  Igniting  Ministry 
Training  was  held  in  the  conference  in 
the  spring  of  2001,  and  was  enthusiasti¬ 
cally  received. 

Mark  your  calendars  for  this  special 
event,  and  be  sure  to  fill  out  and  send  in 
the  registration  form  on  p.  3  in  this  issue 
of  Louisiana  Now! 
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O  N  THE  JOURNEY 

A  Homecoming  in  Broussard 


Anna  Belle  Verrett  is  a  delightful 
woman.  She  is  a  tough  woman.  She  is 
a  determined  woman.  She  is  a  sur¬ 
vivor! 

Anna  Belle  Verrett  lived  for  two 
years  with  cataracts  so  advanced  that 
she  could  only  distinguish  light  from 
dark  and  could  barely  see  forms  mov¬ 
ing  about.  She  was  like  the  man  Jesus 
was  in  the  process  of  healing  and 
asked,  “What  do  you  now  see?”  And 
the  man’s  answer  was  “I  see  people, 
but  they  look  like  trees  walking.”  Anna 
Belle  saw  only  “trees  walking." 

Living  alone  in  her  Broussard 
home,  she  braved  tropical  storm 
Isadore  and  then  Hurricane  Lili.  The 
last  storm  blew  off  much  of  her  roof 
and  the  rains  began  to  pour  into  the 
house.  With  soaked  ceilings  and  floors 
full  of  water,  she  made  her  way 
through  the  aftermath,  trying  to  mop 
up  the  flooded  rooms,  save  what  furni¬ 
ture  she  could,  and  find  a  dry  place  to 
sleep. 

Sarah  Schoeffler,  our  Director  of 
Disaster  Recovery  went  to  see  about 
Ms.  Anna  Belle  on  behalf  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  and  our 
efforts  to  help  storm  victims.  Sarah 
was  met  at  the  door  by  a  feisty  woman, 
mop  in  hand,  still  mopping  water  that 
kept  coming  by  the  buckets  as  the 
rains  continued  for  weeks  after  the 
storms  passed  through.  By  this  time, 
toxic  mold  had  begun  to  grow  in  major 
proportions  and  the  house  was  totally 
uninhabitable.  With  Sarah’s  help,  and 
the  help  of  other  staff  persons  we  have 
hired  to  direct  these  recovery  efforts, 
Ms.  Anna  Belle  was  moved  out  of  the 
house,  was  put  in  touch  with  ophthal¬ 
mologists  who  removed  her  cataracts, 
and  clean-up  efforts  were  under  way. 

This  past  Monday  and  Tuesday,  a 
work  team  comprised  of  the  nine 
District  Superintendents,  Nancy 
Youngblood,  Kay  Hutchinson,  and 
myself  went  to  Broussard  to  work  on 
Ms.  Anna  Belle’s  house.  We  came  in 
right  behind  a  team  from  St.  Mark 
United  Methodist  of  Monroe,  who  had 
done  a  major  amount  of  sheet  rocking 
and  “floating”  of  ceilings.  Our  job  was 
to  sand  down  the  spackling,  rebuild  a 
closet,  glaze  windows,  put  on  the 
primer  coating  of  paint,  and  tape  the 
windows  and  doors  for  further  paint¬ 
ing.  We  had  two  days  of  rather  inten¬ 
sive  work  (especially  for  the  sedentary 
lives  we  lead!). 

On  the  second  day,  Ms.  Anna  Belle 
came  to  visit.  It  was  a  heartwarming 
homecoming!  This  was  her  first  visit 
to  the  house  since  all  the  work  had 
begun.  Her  eyes  sparkled  as  she  was 
helped  out  of  the  car  and  into  her 
wheelchair  so  she  could  be  wheeled 
up  the  new  ramp  built  by  a  Boy  Scout 


troop  and  into  the 
“work  in  progress.” 
She  no  sooner 
entered  the  kitchen 
door  than  she  had 
a  paintbrush  in 
hand  saying,  “I  can 
paint!  And  thank 
goodness  I  can 
even  see  to  paint.” 

Bishop  William  W.  She, hit  a, few 

Hutchinson  strokes  alongside 

two  young  women 
from  New  Mexico  who  had  joined  our 
work  team. 

Ms.  Anna  Belle  was  a  virtual  celebri¬ 
ty.  The  television  station  sent  a  team 
of  reporters  to  film  her  first  sight  of  the 
house.  The  newspaper  sent  a  team  to 
cover  the  story  in  print.  Pictures  were 
being  taken  like  a  beauty  pageant 
photo  op.  Ms.  Anna  Belle  was  regaling 
them  with  stories  of  when  the  house 
was  built,  how  much  she  loved  it,  and 
wanted  them  to  know  that  when  all 
the  work  is  completed,  she’s  going  to 
fix  a  big  pot  of  gumbo  for  all  who  will 
come.  It  was  a  touching  and  inspiring 
sight  and  sound.  Ms.  Anna  Belle  had 
begun  to  “come  home.” 

That  scene  is  being  reproduced  all 
over  southern  Louisiana  as  homes  are 
repaired  and  lives  are  reordered  fol¬ 
lowing  the  chaos  of  “Mother  Nature.”  I 
am  so  proud  of  our  church,  doing  their 
work  through  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  and  making  a 
profound  difference  in  people’s  lives, 
one  at  a  time.  It  seems  to  me  this  is 
what  Jesus  called  us  to  do  when  he 
said  we  are  to  love  and  care  for  one 
another. 

You  too  could  be  part  of  making  a 
huge  difference  in  a  person’s  or  a  fami¬ 
ly’s  life.  You  could  be  part  of  a  work 
team  from  your  own  church  who 
would  travel  to  one  of  these  sites  and 
do  a  few  days  of  good,  hard  physical 
work  helping  put  a  child  of  God’s  life 
back  in  order.  Or,  if  you  can’t  do  that 
kind  of  physical  labor  anymore,  you 
could  send  a  substantial  donation  to 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief.  That  donation  can  be  made 
through  your  local  church.  The  need 
is  always  great  because  disasters  con¬ 
tinue  to  happen  on  a  regular  basis  and 
The  United  Methodist  Church  always 
responds.. 

I’m  glad  I  took  a  couple  of  days 
from  my  regular  routine  to  do  work  on 
Ms.  Anna  Belle’s  home.  My  life  will 
never  be  the  same  -  and  neither  will 
hers! 

In  Christ’s  love, 


Reminder:  Moving  Day  -  June  12, 2003 

Due  to  the  close  of  Annual  Conference  on  Saturday,  June  7, "Moving  Day''for  pastors  is  now  falling  on  Thursday,  June 
1 2, 2003.The  shift  from  Tuesday  to  Thursday  allows  more  preparation/packing  time  for  those  moving. 


Mary  O.  Fisher,  a  member  of  Roberts  United  Methodist  Church  in  Denham  Springs, 
talks  with  Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell  as  the  church  celebrated  her  100th  birthday  recently. 
Fisher  is  still  walking,  praying,  cooking  and  attends  all  church  services  unless  she  is  out 
of  town,  Campbell  said.  She  plans  to  attend  the  La.  Annual  Conference  session  this 
year  in  Shreveport  with  her  daughter  Mildred  Batiste,  who  is  a  reserve  delegate. 


Ask  and  you  shall  receive! 

If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness  in 
Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La. NOW!  and  you 
will  receive  it.  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass  the  form  along 
to  a  friend  and  spread  the  Good  News! 

Name _ 

Address _ 

Telephone _ 

Church _ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for 

□  $15  (One  year) 

□  $25  (Two  years) 

Please  mail  to:  Subscriptions,  La. NOW!,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802 
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Louisiana  Conference  NOWi  is  the  newspaper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  and  is  published  twice  a  month. 

Subscriptions  are  $1 5  for  one  year,  $25  for  two  years. 

(Please  make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.) 
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Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
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(888)  239-5286  ext.  227 
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You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
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Justice, 


from  page  1 


feel  warm  and  fuzzy,  but  because  Jesus 
directed  us  to  be  unified.  In  John  17:23, 
Jesus  prayed  that  we  would  be  one  so 
that  the  world  would  know,”  said  Rev. 
Dale  Hensarling,  serving  on  the  plan¬ 
ning  committee  for  the  special  service. 

“In  this  liturgy,  we  will  not  pretend 
that  we  have  succeeded  in  achieving 
that  unity,  but  we  will  celebrate  our 
accomplishments.  We  will  confess  to 
one  another  the  ways  in  which  we  have 
failed,  and  commit  ourselves  to  a  new 
beginning  in  our  ongoing  quest  to 
become  one,”  added  Hensarling. 

Songs  and  responses  have  been 
selected  to  reflect  the  message  of  the 
service,  which  will  be  led  by  Bishop 
Thomas  Hoyt  of  the  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson. 

Special  reflections  will  be  offered  by 
Rev.  Robert  F.  Harrington  and  Rev.  Phil 
Woodland.  Both  men  served  United 
Methodist  churches  in  the  conference 
during  the  late  1960’s  and  early  1970’s, 
when  the  former  Conference  “A”  and 
Conference  “B”  became  united  under 
the  current  structure. 

"I  think  it  perfecdy  in  order  that  an 


institution  which  pioneered  in  deliver¬ 
ing  the  Good  News  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  should  stop  and  take  inven¬ 
tory  to  the  effect  that  it  is  doing  what  it 
says,”  said  Harrington. 

"In  many  ways  we  are  still  fragment¬ 
ed  as  a  church.  For  example,  we  must 
work  toward  more  inclusive  congrega¬ 
tions  and  open  itinerancy.  But  we  can 
also  celebrate  the  joy  of  inclusivity  found 
in  our  youth  programs,  our  retreats  and 
our  men  and  women’s  programs,”  said 
Woodland. 

Portions  of  the  liturgy  will  be  adapted 
from  the  service  of  repentance  and  rec¬ 
onciliation  held  on  May  4,  2000,  in  the 
General  Conference  session.  The  service 
was  introduced  by  Bishop  Roy  Sano, 
president  of  the  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns. 

“In  developing  the  service,  the  com¬ 
mittee  has  also  looked  at  models  used 
by  several  other  annual  conferences  — 
particularly  those  of  the  Texas  and 
Alabama-West  Florida  conferences. 

Most  services  seem  to  have  been  mod¬ 
eled  in  some  fashion  after  the  General 
Conference  service,”  said  Hensarling. 


'Tool  Time!' trailer  to  aid  in  disasters 


Construction  and  Disaster  Tools  Needed 
(2  of  each  item  unless  otherwise  specified) 

Under  $50 

4  framing  hammers  $25.43  ea. 

4  finishing  hammers  10.26  ea. 
sledgehammer  11.82ea. 
bolt  cutter  22.32  ea. 
hand  ax  7.24  ea. 
large  ax  12.61  ea. 
tool  box  1 1 .28  ea. 
construction  tool  set  47.84  ea. 
workbench  15.00ea. 
wood  and  metal  bits  12.20  ea. 

4  push  brooms  12.68ea. 
shop  vac  45.1 1 

2  sets  of  4  sawhorses  1 6.92  ea. 

2  sets  of  4  extension  cords  (50')  32.64  ea. 

4  round-nosed  shovels  5.86  ea. 

4  square-nosed  shovels  5.86  ea. 

4  garden  rakes  5.86  ea. 

30"  bow  saw  7.80 
electrical  test  meter  8.78  ea. 
wheel  barrow  45.89  ea. 
post  hole  digger  20.91  ea. 

4  propane  lanterns  13.30ea. 

4  ice  chests  17.44ea. 

4  5-gallon  water  coolers  21.77  ea. 
industrial  first  aid  kit  10.58  ea. 

2  sets  of  10  hard  hats  34.50  ea. 

6  26'x24'tarps  8.33  ea. 

4  100'  5/8"  water  hoses  26.72  ea. 

6  floor  fans  15.00  ea. 
pack  of  work  gloves  1 .97  ea. 

4  rolls  of  barrier  tape  4.53  ea. 


$50 -$100 

mechanical  tool  set  $63.87  ea. 
circular  saw  88.34  ea. 
bench  grinder  52.92  ea. 
jig  saw  73.27  ea. 
orbital  sander  61.79  ea. 
electrical  roto  tool  75.81  ea. 

16' extension  ladder  59.29  ea. 

8' step  ladder  69.37  ea. 
gas  powered  blower  88.74  ea. 

$100 -$200 

table  saw  $196.60  ea. 

Vi"  drill  151.19  ea. 
tool  lock  box  N/A 

$200  -  $500 

cordless  drill  $248.39  ea. 
utility  trailer  -  approx.  $340. 

Over  $500 

5000-7500  W  generator  $706.25  ea. 

This  is  a  Louisiana  Conference  Disaster 
Response  trailer.  It  will  be  on  assignment  to 
the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Church 
Disaster  Recovery  Office  in  Lafayette. 

All  items  will  be  purchased  through  a 
wholesale  hardware  dealer.  Please  send  your 
check  to:  Louisiana  UMC  Disaster  Recovery, 
703  Lee  Avenue,  Lafayette,  LA  70501,  phone 
337.234.1177. 

Please  be  sure  to  note  your  church,  city 
and  items  you  are  purchasing  through  your 
donation. 


Conference  Choir  to  perform  at  ordination 


A  Conference  Choir,  composed  of 
volunteers  from  Central  Louisiana, 
will  be  directed  by  Curt  Hamlett  as 
they  perform  during  this  year’s 
Ordination  Service  at  Annual 
Conference  on  Thursday  evening, 
June  5  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport. 


Hamlett  is  the  Director  of  Music 
Ministry  for  First  UMC  in  Pineville  and 
professor  of  Music  and  director  of 
choral  activities  at  Louisiana  College  in 
Pineville. 

The  choir  will  perform  “United  in 
Christ”  by  Don  Besig  and  “Go  Ye  Into 
All  the  World”  by  Benjamin  Harlan. 


i - 1 

Registration  Form 

2003  Igniting  Ministry  Regional  Training  i 

August  20, 2003,  9  a. m.-4  p.m. 

Louisiana  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth,  La. 

Deadline  to  register:  Aug.  1, 2003 


Participant’s  name 


Name  of  church  and  district 


Names  of  additional  participants  from  your  church 


Address  (include  city,  state,  zip) 


Daytime  Phone  Number 


;  E-mail  Address 

;  Return  this  completed  form  to:  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  Attn: 

|  Betty  Backstrom,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802.  Enclose  a 
|  check  for  $120  made  out  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  for  the  first  two 
!  people  participating  from  your  church.  Include  $10  for  each  additional 
i  participant  after  the  first  two. 

|  For  more  information,  contact  Betty  Backstrom  at  (225)  346-1646  or 
[  e-mail:  lanow@bellsouth.net. 

L - 


Correct  dates  for  Caney  Grace  Camp 

The  GRACE  Camp  at  Caney  Conference  Center  has  incorrect  dates  published 
on  its  brochure.  The  correct  dates  are  July  21-25  (not  the  previous 
week,  14-18).  For  more  information,  contact  Caney  Conference  Center  in 
Minden  at  (318)  377-6756. 


Explore  call  to  ministry 

The  first  offering  of  the  Discemers 
Academy  is  fast  approaching.  If  you  feel 
God’s  call  to  ordained  ministry,  this 
retreat  will  provide  guidance  and  direc¬ 
tion  for  your  response  to  that  call. 

The  June  retreat,  Connecting  to  the 
Bible,  will  be  led  by  Dr.  Steve  Long  of 
Garrett-Evangelical  School  of  Theology. 
Dr.  Long’s  in-depth  knowledge  of  Holy 
Scripture  and  his  sense  of  humor  about 
life  and  learning  will  offer  retreat  partici¬ 
pants  insight  into  their  own  faith  jour¬ 
neys. 

In  addition  to  sessions  with  Long, 
there  will  be  opportunities  for  morning 
and  evening  worship,  small  group  dis¬ 
cussions,  rest  and  relaxation,  lemonade 


at  Discemers  Academy 

and  conversation. 

The  retreat,  which  will  be  held  at  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth,  will 
begin  Friday  evening,  June  27,  and  con¬ 
tinue  through  lunch  on  Sunday,  June  29. 
The  cost  for  the  retreat  is  only  $25, 
which  includes  room  (double  occupan¬ 
cy),  meals,  and  materials.  The 
Discemers  Academy  is  open  to  those 
persons  entering  their  senior  year  in 
high  school  through  age  40. 

Ask  your  pastor  for  an  application 
brochure,  or  contact  Rev.  Carole  Cotton 
Winn  at  (985)  639-9531  or  e-mail: 
ccottonwinn@msn.com. 

June  is  fast  approaching.  Don’t  miss 
this  opportunity! 


Tennessee  student  wins  minority  fellowship 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodist  Communications  has  select¬ 
ed  Royya  L.  James,  a  recent  graduate  of 
Middle  Tennessee  State  University,  as 
the  2003-2004  recipient  of  the  Judith  L. 
Weidman  Racial  Ethnic  Minority 
Fellowship. 

James  is  the  sixth  recipient  of  the  fel¬ 
lowship,  which  provides  a  year  of  work¬ 


ing  with  an  experienced  director  of  com¬ 
munications  in  one  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  annual  (regional) 
conferences. 

She  will  work  in  the  Wyoming  Annual 
Conference  from  July  1  through  June  30. 

Don  Perry,  the  director  of  communi¬ 
cations,  will  serve  as  her  mentor  during 
her  time  in  the  position. 
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Hope  United  Methodist  Church  welcomed  five  young  women  into  its  UMW  chapter  during 
UMW  Sunday  recently. 


Hope  UMC  celebrates  UMW  Sunday 


United  Methodist  Women’s  Sunday 
was  celebrated  at  Hope  United 
Methodist  Church  on  March  16.  The 
service  was  called  to  worship  by  Lou  E. 
Medlock,  past  District  and  Conference 
Officer.  It  was  very  special  service  that 
made  history.  The  teen  UMW  was  insti¬ 
tuted.  Five  young  women,  after  their 
second  circle  meeting,  made  the  deci¬ 
sion  to  become  registered/ certified  with 
the  Women’s  Division  in  New  York,  and  it 
is  the  second  teen  unit  to  be  formed  in 
Louisiana.  The  young  ladies  were 
inducted  and  pinned  with  UMW  rib¬ 
bons,  “Sing  a  New  Song”  by  Sandy 
DeCelle,  Monroe  District  UMW 
President. 

Doret  Gilbert  Wilson  gave  the  occa¬ 
sion,  theme  and  history  of  UMW  ending 
with  a  scripture  II  Timothy  1 :6-7. 


Maydell  Spears,  Hope’s  Unit  President, 
and  District  Membership,  Nurture  and 
Outreach  Coordinator  led  in  prayer. 
Lorraine  Sparks,  past  president  and 
District  officer  welcomed  everyone,  fo 
Traweek,  past  president  of  the  Monroe 
District  and  now  Membership,  Nurture 
and  Outreach  Coordinator  for  the 
Conference  gave  the  morning  message 
with  the  theme,  “Sing  a  New  Song."  Mrs. 
Traweek  congratulated  the  teen  women 
for  the  steps  they  have  taken  —  “they 
sing  a  new  song.” 

Deneyells  Wilson,  one  of  the  teen 
women,  said  it  was  an  honor  to  be  a  part 
of  a  world  wide  mission  organization 
that  originated  in  1829  with  six  ladies. 
She  thanked  everyone  who  came.  Rev. 
Jackie  Holmes  closed  the  service  with  a 
benediction. 


Grayson  United  Methodist  Church  recently  honored  troops  with  prayer. 

The  troops  are:  Jamie  Boyd,  Army;  Jason  Bratton;  Randall  Cassels,  Army;  Darrin 
January;  Brad  Landers,  Marine;  Richard  Meredith;  Anthony  Mazola;  Scott  Mercer;  Jason 
Poole;  Kevin  Roark,  Air  Force;  Timothy  Ross;  Reginald  Ross;  Steven  Tripp;  Jeremy 
Vining;  Robert  White,  Army;  Christopher  Wyles,  Army. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
Monroe  District  Communication  Advisor: 


Floyce  Meyer 
2042  Arkansas  Rd. 
West  Monroe,  LA  71291 
(318)  396-2118 
flossie@bayou.com 


St.  Paul's  United  Methodist  Church  in  Monroe  recently  initiated  a  parenting  class 
called  "Smart  Discipline." 


St.  Paul's  initiates  'smart  discipline' 


"St.  Paul’s  is  a  church  that  believes 
our  purpose  is  to  serve  not  just  the 
members  of  this  church  but  the  com¬ 
munity  as  well”,  said  Rev.  Donnie 
Wilkinson,  Associate  Pastor  at  St. 
Paul’s  UMC  in  Monroe.  “We  heard 
from  parents  who  worship  at  St. 

Paul’s  saying  they  wanted  to  be  more 
effective  parents  and  we  believe  that 
offering  parenting  classes  is  one  way 
to  help  them  accomplish  their  goal.” 

On  April  8,  St.  Paul’s  and  the  St. 
Paul’s  Day  School  hosted  one  such 
parenting  class  entitled  “Smart 
Discipline.”  Day  School  Director, 

Lisa  Keyes,  invited  the  author  of 
Smart  Discipline  (Harper  Collins, 


2002),  Larry  J.  Koenig,  Ph.  D.  to  make 
the  presentation.  Dr.  Koenig  is  rec¬ 
ognized  as  an  expert  in  the  field  of 
discipline  with  children. 

The  seminar  was  open  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  at  no  charge  with  child  care  pro¬ 
vided.  Over  90  adults  (and  more 
than  60  children  in  child  care) 
attended  the  two-hour  seminar  and 
all  of  them  had  positive  things  to  say 
about  the  class.  Koenig  made  the 
presentation  exciting  and  informa¬ 
tive. 

“Parents  were  able  to  leave  with 
practical  parenting  skills  that  they 
could  begin  using  immediately,  said 
Keyes. 


DCYM  holds  'District  Nite  Out' 


On  Friday,  April  25,  2003,  the 
Monroe  District  DCYM  hosted  its 
Spring  event  with  a  District  Nite  Out 
at  Lea  Joyner  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Monroe, 
Louisiana.  The  evening  of  fun  began 
at  7  p.m.  with  pizza  and  cokes  for 
everyone,  a  live  Christian  rock  con¬ 
cert  in  the  middle,  and  our  district 
election  of  officers  at  the  end. 

The  Monroe  DCYM  was  blessed  to 
have  had  the  opportunity  to  host  two 
fantastic  contemporary  Christian 
rock  bands  as  the  main  attraction  to 
the  event. 

New  Zealand’s  very  own  Detour 
180  kicked  off  the  fun  at  8:00  p.m. 
They  were  truly  a  joy  to  meet  and  talk 
with  —  especially  in  their  son  lyrics 
and  in  their  lives. 

We  were  also  blessed  to  welcome 
back  Tinman  Jones  to  our  area. 

These  guys  are  based  in  El  Dorado, 
Arkansas,  and  their  new  album  will 
be  released  in  stores  in  July,  2003. 

A  Tinman  Jones  show  is  audience 
interactive  with  lights,  sound,  great 
music,  stage  theatrics,  choreography, 
and  audience  participation  —  all 
proclaiming  with  enthusiasm  the 


message  of  Jesus  Christ.  With  around 
100  youth  present,  we  all  had  a  great 
time  —  the  best  part  of  the  night  for 
me  was  seeing  the  smiles  on  their 
faces. 

There  was  even  a  youth  group  that 
traveled  all  the  way  from  Jackson, 
Miss.,  to  enjoy  fellowship  with  us. 

The  Lord  did  an  awesome  work  in  all 
of  our  hearts  that  night.  If  you  are 
interested  in  booking  Tinman  Jones 
for  you  next  youth  event,  visit  their 
website  at  www.tinmanjones.com  for 
more  information. 

The  new  DCYM  officers  serving 
for  the  2003-2004  term  are  as  follows: 

Deneyelle  Wilson,  President,  Hope 
UMC,  Monroe 

Kristina  Mullens,  Vice-President, 
Hebert  UMC,  Hebert 

Jessica  Bayles,  Secretary,  First 
UMC,  West  Monroe 

Brett  Pickering,  YSF  Chair,  Lea 
Joyner  Memorial  UMC,  Monroe 
Kori  Collie,  CCYM  Alternate,  St. 
James  UMC,  Monroe 

Kristie  Hodges,  Assoc.  Youth 
Coordinator,  First  UMC,  Bastrop 
Lisa  Thomisee,  Youth  Coordinator, 
Lea  Joyner  Memorial  UMC,  Monroe. 
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USKICHITTO 

Retreat  Center 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
Lake  Charles  District  Communication  Advisor: 

Keitha  Sisco 
1375  Sellers  Rd 
Longville,  LA  70652 
siscokid@centurvtel.net 
(337) 738-4218 


Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  prepares 
for  another  summer  of  fellowship 


We  are  ready  for  a  great  summer  of 
Christian  education,  songs,  campfires, 
S’mores  and  just  plain  fun. 

This  year  we  have  many  of  our  staff 
counselors  will  be  returning  for  another 
summer  camp  session.  Walter  and 
Jamie  Sizemore  are  back  as  the  Staff 
Coordinators. 

They  return  to  us  newly  married  from 
Red  Bird  Mission  in  Kentucky  where 
they  are  teachers.  Others  returning  are 
Stacey  Dawson,  Jeffrey  Jordon,  Neil 
Thomas,  Kathryn  ‘Kat’  Galloway  and 
Andy  McLaurin  as  Staff  Counselors. 
Andy  come  to  us  from  Northeast  Univ. 
in  Monroe,  Stacey  and  Neil  are  all  cur- 
rendy  attending  Northwestern  State 
Uni.,  Kat  it  attending  college  in 
Oklahoma  and  Jeffrey  is  at  Louisiana 
Tech. 

Two  new  Counselors  are  Melissa 
Brown  and  Tim  Millman,  Melissa  is  a 
student  at  LSU  and  Tim  at  Northwestern 
State  Uni.  Jessica  Myers  and  Jared 
KimbaJJ  will  complete  our  summer  staff. 

Jessica  is  returning  and  hales  from 
Tioga,  with  Jared  being  the  new  kid  on 
the  block  from  the  bayous  of 
Thibodeaux. 

Many  of  our  staff  this  year  are 
extremely  musically  gifted  and  are  ready 


for  those  nights  of  songs  around  the 
campfires. 

We  look  forward  to  a  great  summer  of 
fun,  sun  and  while  “Under  God’s  Roof.” 
Each  camp  is  designed  for  a  specific  age 
in  mind,  from  the  First  Time  beginner 
campers,  where  we  encouraged  parents 
to  stay  overnight  and  experience  this 
opportunity  with  their  child. 

Our  Youth,  Senior  High  and  Teen 
camps  with  made  to  order  fun,  fellow¬ 
ship  and  great  outdoor  experiences.  To 
our  Adventure  camp  with  nothing  but 
fun  in  mind,  zany  games,  good  friends 
old  and  new,  and  a  canoe  trip  on  the 
Whiskey  Chitto  River. 

If  your  child  in  interested  to  join  us 
for  any  of  these  camps,  we  encourage  to 
visit  our  website  or  your  local  church  for 
a  copy  of  the  registration  form.  The 
camps  are  still  open,  but  filling  up  fast, 
so  get  your  forms  to  us  at  the  earliest 
date. 

Our  website  is  gbgm-umc.org/uski- 
chitto,  or  you  can  email  us  at  urc@cen- 
turytel.net  for  more  information.  We  are 
thankful  of  the  gifted  staff  and  members 
of  the  United  Methodist  Churches  that 
support  us  in  our  ministry  of  Christian 
outdoor  education. 

Peace  and  Love,  Sammie  King 


The  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 
is  gearing  up  for  another 
summer  of  fun  and  fellowship 
with  United  Methodist 
campers  'Under  God's  Roof," 
below.  Each  camp  is 
designed  with  a  specific  age 
in  mind,  from  the  First  Time 
beginner  campers,  where  we 
encouraged  parents  to  stay 
overnight  and  experience  this 
opportunity  with  their  child. 


What  began  four  generations  ago  as  a  Good  Friday  fish  fry  for  family  and  friends  is 
now  a  25-year  tradition  of  Christian  fellowship  and  outreach.  When  founding  mem¬ 
bers  of  Squyres  United  Methodist  Church  were  planning  their  first  year  of  ministry, 
Paul  Hoffpauir,  Sr.  suggested  that  his  family's  tradition  be  expanded  to  a  church 
event.  Since  that  first  Good  Friday  on  March  24, 1978,  this  gathering  has  grown  to  be 
not  only  a  time  of  fellowship  and  fun,  but  also  of  inviting  and  outreach  to  the  commu¬ 
nity.  In  addition  to  the  free  picnic  lunch,  activities  for  this  holy  day  include  an  Easter 
egg  hunt,  an  egg  toss,  and  a  space  walk. 


6 


Louisiana  Conference Ntjfft! 


May  23, 2003 


2003  LOUISIANA  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  SCHEDULE,  June  4-7 


Tuesday,  June  3 


Friday,  June  6 


1 :00  -  6:00  p.m.  Display  Area  Open  for  Exhibitors 

3:00  -  5:00  p.m.  Early  Registration(South  Dining  Hall) 

Wednesday,  June  4 

8:00  a.m.  -  noon  Registration  (South  Dining  Hall)  * 

Exhibit  Area/Cokesbury  Book  Store 
(Fitness  Center-Haynes  Gym) 

9:00  -  1 1 :00  a.m.  Board  Meetings 

(See  List  of  Meetings  for  location) 

12:30  p.m.  Wesley’s  300th  Birthday  Celebration 

Service  of  Holy  Communion 
Music  Leader 
Jorge  Lockward 

Global  Praise  Program  Coordinator 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Wesleyan  Heritage  Speaker 
William  Lawrence 
Dean,  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Conferring:  Are  we  yet  alive? 

How  shall  we  do  our  business? 

2:00  p.m.  Welcome 

Roll  Call 

Rules  of  Order  for  Conference  Sessions 
Adoption  of  Agenda 
Introduction  of  Theme 
Episcopacy  Committee 

2:30-3:15  p.m.  Board  of  Laity  Report  and  Laity  Address 
Conferring  (by  orders) 

3:00  -  5:00  p.m.  Lay  Session  (Gold  Dome) 

Clergy  Session  (Brown  Chapel) 

*  Late  registration  is  in  Gold  Dome 
Conferring:  Who  shall  represent  us? 

What  new  business  is  before  us? 

7:00  -  9:30  p.m.  Ballot  #1 

Introduction  of  New  Business 
Petitions  /  Resolutions 
Financial  Matters 
Study  Committees 
Ballot  #2* 

Evening  Vespers 
Meditation  by: 

Don  Webb 

President  Emeritus,  Centenary  College 
•Balloting  continues,  as  results  are  available 

Thursday,  June  5 


6:30  -  7:00  a.m. 
7:00  -  8:00  am. 


8:30  a.m. 
8:45  a.m. 


9:45  a.m. 

10:30-  11:00  a.m. 
11:00  a.m. 

Noon  -  1:30  p.m. 

1:30  p.m. 

1:45  p.m. 


2:45-3:15  p.m. 

3:15-3:45  p.m. 
3:45  -  5:00  p.m. 

5:00  -  7:00  p.m. 
7:00  p.m. 

7:30  p.m. 


Morning  Prayer  (Amphitheater) 

Laity  Breakfast  (South  Dining  Hall) 

Conferring:  What  is  God’s  message  for  us  today? 
Gathering  with  Music 
Bible  Study 
Warren  Carter 

Pherigo  Professor  of  New  Testament 

Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology 

Conferring:  How  do  we  move  toward  unity? 

Episcopal  Address 

William  W.  Hutchinson 

Presiding  Bishop,  Louisiana  Area 

Break 

Worship:  Passing  of  the  Mantle  - 
Recognition  of  Retirees 
Lunch  Break 

Conferring:  Naming  our  pastoral  leaders 
Gathering  Music 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
Recognition  of  Local  Pastors 
Introduction  of  Ordinands 
Commissioning  of  Probationary  Members 
Representative  from  Seminaries 
Break 

Conferring  and  Sharing  Thoughts 
Campus  Ministry  Report 
Districting/  Staffing  Reports 
Discussion  Only 
Dinner 

Gathering  Music 

Ordination  Service  (First  United  Methodist  Church) 
Bishop  Hutchinson,  Preaching 
Reception  for  Ordinands/Retirees  immediately 
following  worship 


6:00  -  7:30  a.m. 


6:30-7:30  a.m. 
7:00-8:00  a.m. 

8:30  a.m. 

8:45  a.m. 


9:30  a.m. 


10:40-11:00  a.m. 
11:00  a.m. 


Noon  -  1:30  p.m. 

1:30  p.m. 

1:45  p.m. 


2:45  -  3:15  p.m. 


5:00-7:00  p.m. 

7:00  p.m. 

7:15  p.m. 

9:00  p.m. 


Walkin’  To  New  Orleans  (Fitness  Center) 

Mission  Walk: 

Methodist  Home  for  Children,  New  Orleans 
Morning  Prayer  (Amphitheater) 

Ecumenical  Breakfast  (South  Dining  Hall) 

Conferring:  What  is  God’s  message  for  us  today? 
Gathering  Music 
Bible  Study 
Warren  Carter 

Pherigo  Professor  of  New  Testament 
Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology 

Conferring:  How  shall  we  organize  for  future  ministry? 
Prayer 

Committee  on  Journal 
Districting  Report  (Vote) 

Staffing  Report  (Vote) 

Break 

Worship: 

Repentance  and  Reconciliation  Service 
Reflections:  Robert  Harrington,  Phil  Woodland 
Lunch  Break 

Conferring:  What  ministry  shall  we  do  together? 

Gathering  Music 

Conference  Ministry  Team 

and  Related  Boards/Committees 

Publishing  House 

Committee  on  Nominations 

Statistician’s  Report 

Break 

Conferring:  How  shall  we  provide  for  our  ministers? 

Council  on  Finance  &  Administration-Report  1 

Retired  Ministers’  Homes 

Equitable  Compensation 

Pensions  /Insurance 

Dinner 

Conferring:  What  shall  we  ask  of  one  another? 

Gathering  Music 

Prayer 

Petitions 

Resolutions 

Rules  Committee 

Evening  Vespers 

Meditation  by: 

Bishop  Thomas  Hoyt 

Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 


Saturday,  June  7 


6:30-7:00  a.m. 
8:30  a.m. 

8:45  a.m. 


9:30  a.m. 

10:30  a.m. 
11:00  a.m. 

Noon 


2:30  p.m. 


3:00  p.m. 
3:30  p.m. 


Morning  Prayer  (Amphitheater) 

Conferring:  What  is  God’s  message  for  us  today? 

Gathering  Music 

Please  sit  by  districts,  as  denoted  by  signs 
Bible  Study 
Warren  Carter 

Pherigo  Professor  of  New  Testament 
Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology 

Conferring:  How  shall  we  financially  support  these  ministries? 
Evaluations 

Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  -  Report  2 

Order  of  the  Day  -  Break 

Worship:  Memorial  Service 

Preaching,  Reverend  Marva  Mitchell 

Lunch  -  on  site 

Proceeds  go  to  Youth  Service  Fund 
Continuation  of  CFA  -  Report  2 
Trustees 

Conference  Center 
Other  Business 

Invitation  for  2004  Annual  Conference 

Invitation  for  2005  Annual  Conference 

Announcements 

Worship:  Going  forth  to  Serve 

Blessing  of  Delegates 

Fixing  of  Appointments 

Please  sit  by  Districts,  as  denoted  by  signs 

Adjournment  of  Conference 

Delegation  Meeting 
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UMCOR  establishes  Iraq  emergency  fund 


With  the  current  situation  in  Iraq,  the 
humanitarian  needs  of  the  people  living 
there  are  grave.  Today  UMCOR  is  redou¬ 
bling  efforts  to  provide  critically  needed 
food,  shelter  and  healthcare,  especially 
for  children  and  families  at  greatest  risk. 

As  you  offer  your  prayers  for  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Iraq  and  our  troops  stationed 
there,  please  consider  an  extra  generous 
gift  of  support  at  this  time.  In  coopera¬ 


tion  widt  our  ecumenical  partners,  we 
will  do  our  best  to  help  bind  the  wounds 
and  renew  the  spirit  of  this  embattled 
land. 

Please  make  checks  payable  to  your 
individual  church,  noting  UMCOR 
Advance  Number  982450-8  on  the 
check.  Your  church  will  then  forward 
your  donation  on  with  their  apportion¬ 
ments. 


Peace  With  Justice  offering  set  Sunday  June  1 5 


With  your  help  through  Peace  With 
Justice  Sunday  offering,  women  in  the 
Philippines,  through  their  Board  of 
Women’s  Work,  continued  their  commit¬ 
ment  and  advocacy  to  provide  educa¬ 
tional  opportunities  that  will  enhance 
women’s  theological  understanding  of 
specific  issues  challenging  the  Christian 
faith. 

With  your  help  through  the  Peace 
with  Justice  Sunday  offering,  the 
Hispanic  Religious  Partnership  for 
Community  Health  is  developing  and 
implementing  wellness  strategies  within 
its  community.  The  love  of  God  is  being 
made  known  through  the  clinics  and 
churches  in  this  religious  partnership 
and  the  people  of  God  will  be  healthier 
for  our  being  with  them. 

With  your  help  through  the  Peace 
With  Justice  Sunday  Offering  an  after 
school  program  was  offered  to  children 
in  Coushatta,  including  arts,  recreation 
and  tutoring. 

GBGM  to  sponsor  Cuba 

The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  sponsoring  a  Mission  Travel 
Study  to  Cuba  from  March  1-15,  2004. 

The  Mission  Travel  Study  is  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  United  Methodists  to  experi¬ 
ence  Methodism  in  Cuba.  Participants 
will  be  exposed  to  the  complexities  of 
dealing  with  today’s  present  realities  of 
the  country  and  challenges  we  face 
together  as  Christians. 

The  purpose  of  the  MTS  is  provide  an 
overview  of  the  history  of  the  nation  of 
Cuba  and  the  churches  there  in  order  to 
help  find  ways  to  promote  healing  of 


With  your  help  through  the  Peace 
With  Justice  Sunday  Offering  a  score  of 
pregnant  inmates  at  the  Louisiana 
Correctional  Institute  for  Women  in  St. 
Gabriel,  LA  were  provided  counseling 
and  spiritual  support  in  giving  birth  to 
their  babies  in  prison  through  the 
Paracletia  Ministries.  With  your  help 
through  the  Peace  With  Justice  Sunday 
Offering  youth  have  been  challenged  to 
seek  to  bring  together  the  Bible,  the 
United  Methodist  Social  Principles  and 
troubling  social  issues  of  our  time 
including  Capital  Punishment  and 
Response  to  Terrorism. 

Remember  to  celebrate  the  Peace 
with  Justice  Sunday  Offering,  June  15. 
Half  of  what  is  given  in  Louisiana  stays 
to  fund  projects  in  Louisiana.  As  God 
has  strengthened  and  blessed  us,  we  are 
called  to  respond.  Please  give  generously 
on  this  day,  the  first  Sunday  after 
Pentecost.  Your  gift  makes  a  world  of  dif¬ 
ference. 

mission  in  March  2004 

church  and  national  relations  between 
Cuba  and  the  United  States. 

The  approximate  cost  of  the  trip  will 
be  $2,500-$3,000.  The  cost  includes: 
round  trip  fair  from  Miami;  ground 
transportation;  group  accident  insur¬ 
ance,  visa;  airport/ hotel  group  transfer; 
hotel  (double  occupancy);  all  taxes  and 
meals. 

For  more  information,  write  Una 
Jones,  GBGM,  475  Riverside  Dr.  Rm. 

1312,  New  York,  NY  10115,  or  call  Jones 
at  (212)  870-3792,  or  e-mail 
ujones@gbgm-umc.org. 


Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles  was  recently  installed  as  the  general  secretary  of  the  Christian 
Ashram  International  in  Oklahoma  City  at  the  annual  board  meeting  of  the  Ashram. 
The  Ashram  is  active  in  40  states  and  some  20  countries  of  the  world.  Its  international 
office  is  moving  from  Huntington  College  in  Montgomery,  Al.,  to  the  James  Building  at 
Methodist  Children's  Home  in  Ruston.  Lynette  Delaune,  pictured  above,  will  serve  as 
Rev.  Pyles'  administrative  assistant  in  his  position  of  general  secretary.  She  is  a  member 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Minden.  Pictured  from  left  to  right  at  the  meeting 
in  Oklahoma  City  were  Bishop  James  Matthews,  his  wife  Eunice  Matthews,  Delaune 
and  Pyles.  Bishop  Matthews  has  served  as  a  missionary  to  India,  and  started  a  Christian 
Ashram  while  in  India. 


Jazzy  Night  In  June  2003 

Dinner,  Dance  and  Silent  Auction 
Music  by  The  William  Houston  Jr.  Orchestra 

Friday,  June  20 
Astor  Crowne  Plaza 
100  Bourbon  Street 
8-11  p.m. 

Patron  Reception,  7  p.m. 

For  ticket  information,  contact  Ted  Jones  at  (504)  288-8942. 


A  round  of  golf  and  marriage  for  UM  military  chaplain 


United  Methodist  Air  Force  Chaplain  Jack 
Stanley  marries  a  couple  on  a  golf  course  at 
Travis  Air  Force  Base,  near  Fairfield,  Calif. 

A  UMNS  photo. 


(UMNS)  -  Blair  and  Jessica  had 
planned  a  big  wedding.  She  was  going  to 
be  a  June  bride. 

United  Methodist  Air  Force  Chaplain 
Jack  Stanley  had  planned  a  nice  after¬ 
noon  of  golf  to  celebrate  the  retirement 
of  an  old  friend. 

Their  lives  intersected  on  a  sunny  day 
in  March  because  Blair  (last  name  with¬ 
held  because  of  an  Air  Force  protection 
measure)  had  just  received  his  deploy¬ 
ment  orders. 

Instead  of  a  long  white  gown,  Jessica 
got  married  in  jeans  and  a  sleeveless  top. 
Instead  of  a  tuxedo  or  suit,  Blair  wore  his 
desert  camouflage  uniform.  Instead  of 
his  clerical  robe,  Stanley  wore  a  golf  shirt 
and  slacks. 

A  golf  course  at  Travis  Air  Force  Base 
in  Solano  County,  Calif.,  became  a  wed¬ 
ding  chapel,  and  a  lot  of  strangers 
became  the  couple’s  family,  friends  and 
witnesses. 


Stanley  has  a  simple  explanation: 
“They  were  supposed  to  be  married  in 
the  eyes  of  God.” 

The  couple  had  tried  going  to  a  jus¬ 
tice  of  the  peace,  but  the  lines  were  too 
long. 

“They  weren’t  supposed  to  just  get 
married  by  themselves;  they  needed  a 
lot  of  people  to  witness  the  marriage,” 
Stanley  says. 

For  many  young  couples,  weddings 
became  a  casualty  of  war  when  deploy¬ 
ment  orders  started  arriving  earlier  this 
year.  Soldiers,  sailors,  Air  Force  person¬ 
nel  and  Marines  at  military  bases  all  over 
the  United  States  rushed  to  the  altar 
before  marching  off  to  the  war  in  Iraq. 

“I  usually  refer  people  to  others 
because  I  am  strict  about  marrying  peo¬ 
ple,”  Stanley  says. 

“I  see  19-year-old  people  in  my  office 
every  day  who  went  to  Reno  and  got 
married  and  now  are  realizing  it  wasn’t 


such  a  good  idea.” 

Stanley,  who  has  been  an  Air  Force 
chaplain  for  three  years,  insists  that  cou¬ 
ples  meet  several  criteria  before  he  will 
perform  a  wedding  ceremony: 

They  cannot  have  a  rush  ceremony. 

They  must  be  older  than  19  (Blair  is 
20,  Jessica  is  19). 

The  couple  must  have  gone  through 
marriage  counseling. 

They  must  agree  on  religion. 

The  couple  must  be  planning  for  chil 
dren. 

Jessica  and  Blair  had  been  dating  for 
four  years,  had  plans  for  a  big  wedding, 
had  gone  through  counseling,  are  both 
Baptist  and  plan  to  have  children. 

They  had  all  the  right  answers,  and 
Stanley  says  he  was  running  out  of 
excuses  not  to  perform  their  wedding. 

“The  only  other  excuse  I  had  was  I 
was  about  to  begin  a  golf  tournament!” 
he  says,  laughing. 
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United  Methodists  respond  to  tornado  and  flash  flood 


devastation 


The  front  of  Carl  Junction  (Mo.)  United  Methodist  Church,  near  Joplin,  was  pushed  in  and 
much  of  the  roof  torn  off  during  a  tornado  May  4.  At  the  time  of  the  storm,  about  20  people 
who  were  in  the  church  for  various  events  took  shelter  in  the  bathrooms.  When  they 
emerged,  they  discovered  the  roof  of  the  7-year-old  building  was  gone.  There  were  no 
injuries.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Fred  Koenig. 


(UMNS)  -  The  United  Methodist  dis¬ 
aster  and  development  agency  moved  to 
meet  widespread  weather- related  prob¬ 
lems  by  providing  five  emergency  grants 
plus  disaster  response  workers  for  sever¬ 
al  storm-struck  areas. 

Tornadoes  and  flash  floods  caused  at 
least  43  deaths  in  Kansas,  Missouri, 
Tennessee  and  Illinois  in  the  first  half  of 
May.  Tornadoes,  floods  and  hail  heavily 
damaged  areas  in  those  and  other  states. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  sent  emergency  grants  to  Kansas, 
Southwest  Texas  and  North  Georgia 
annual  (regional)  conferences  at  the 
request  of  the  bishops  in  those  areas. 
Earlier,  the  agency  awarded  grants  to  the 
Missouri  and  Memphis  conferences. 
Several  of  the  most-affected  areas  were 
collecting  special  offerings  in  their  con¬ 
ferences,  and  volunteers  stepped  in  to 
clear  debris,  carry  food  and  water  to 
people  in  need,  and  care  for  the 
bereaved. 

According  to  weather  reports,  the  384 
tornadoes  that  hit  19  states  during  the 
week  of  May  4  set  the  U.S.  record  for 
number  of  twisters  in  a  single  week. 
Flooding  was  especially  severe  in  parts 
of  Georgia  and  Alabama  but  also  affect¬ 
ed  other  areas. 

UMCOR  disaster  workers  and  teams 
of  volunteers  were  quick  to  help  in 
cleanup  efforts.  In  several  areas,  the  vol¬ 
unteers  had  to  keep  an  eye  on  the  sky  as 
storms  continued. 

On  the  evening  of  May  15,  at  least  two 
tornadoes  hit  Seward  County  in  south¬ 
western  Kansas.  Hail,  wind  and  rain 
caused  damage  and  locally  heavy  flood¬ 
ing  in  the  county,  which  includes  the  city 
of  Liberal.  Meade,  Clark  and  Ford  coun¬ 
ties  to  the  east  and  northeast  of  Seward 
County  also  experienced  severe  storms. 

Cherri  and  Bob  Baer,  UMCOR  disas¬ 
ter  response  staff,  had  already  been 
working  for  a  week  with  Kansas  East 
Conference  disaster  response  coordina¬ 
tor  Julie  Pohl  by  that  time.  Super-cell 
storms  on  May  4  had  taken  a  toll  within 
the  conference  boundaries:  seven  peo¬ 
ple  killed,  more  than  50  injured,  166 
homes  destroyed  and  nearly  600  homes 
damaged. 

"Don’t  forget  these  people,"  said 
Cherri  Baer.  "They  will  need  help  for  a 


long  time." 

In  an  article  for  the  Kansas  East 
Connection  newspaper,  Karen 
Robertson  pointed  to  another  long- 
range  consequence  of  the  destructive 
weather. 

"Although  the  storms  that  hit  rural 
areas  did  not  receive  the  publicity  given 
to  those  that  hit  Kansas  City  and 
Lawrence,  they  will  likely  have  a  more 
devastating  long-term  effect.  When  a 
tornado  hits  a  farm,  it  not  only  destroys 
the  home  but  also  the  means  of  liveli¬ 
hood.  Equipment  costing  tens  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  dollars  is  lost,  fields  can’t  be 
worked  until  all  debris  is  removed,  (and) 
scattered  livestock  must  be  found  and 
taken  care  of  even  though  fences  and 
feed  are  gone." 

In  Missouri,  the  Rev.  Max  Marble, 
who  works  with  conference  disaster 
response,  said  the  damage  is  still  being 
assessed.  As  of  May  16,  the  totals  were 
2,935  homes  affected  and  800  destroyed. 

"Tornadoes  hit  the  four  corners  of  the 
state,  and  39  counties  were  affected,"  he 
said.  "Right  now,  we  are  concentrating 
our  work  in  six  areas  that  sustained 
major  damage." 

The  conference  has  been  approved 
for  an  initial  $50,000  grant  and  is  taking 
a  special  offering  throughout  the  state. 
The  special  offering  will  be  used  first  to 
assist  three  churches  that  were 
destroyed  or  heavily  damaged,  but  only 
after  all  insurance  is  pursued.  The  offer¬ 
ing  will  also  help  fund  the  rebuilding  of 
homes  that  did  not  have  adequate  insur¬ 
ance  coverage.  UMCOR  has  sent  two 
workers  to  assist  in  Missouri. 

In  Oklahoma,  tornadoes  raked  the 
Oklahoma  City  area  May  8-9,  damaging 
or  destroying  at  least  3,000  homes  and 
businesses. 

The  47  United  Methodist  churches  in 
the  paths  of  the  twisters  were  not  dam¬ 
aged,  nor  were  any  of  the  parsonages, 
according  to  conference  insurance  offi¬ 
cials. 

United  Methodist  teams  are  helping 
clear  debris  and  are  pulling  together 
plans  to  repair  and  rebuild  homes  if  nec¬ 
essary  for  people  who  have  no  other 
source  of  help.  Following  tornadoes  in 
1999  that  devastated  wide  areas  in  cen¬ 
tral  Oklahoma,  several  thousand  volun¬ 


teers  from  27  states  and  five  countries 
helped  United  Methodists  build  21 
homes  and  repair  several  hundred. 

Because  the  recent  storms  may  trig¬ 
ger  trauma  associated  with  the  1999  tor¬ 
nadoes,  a  counselor  is  contacting  con¬ 
gregations  to  help  them  assess  this  need 
and  offer  counseling. 

Flooding  damaged  about  900  homes 
in  central  and  north  Alabama.  UMCOR 
has  been  sending  "flood  buckets"  from 
its  Sager-Brown  Depot  in  Baldwin,  La. 

UMCOR  is  reporting  that  its  funding 


is  running  low  due  to  the  storms.  Checks 
can  be  made  out  to  UMCOR,  designated 
for  Advance  Special  #901680  "Spring 
Storms  2003"  and  placed  in  church 
offering  plates  or  mailed  to  UMCOR,  475 
Riverside  Dr.,  Room  330,  New  York,  NY 
10115. 

Credit-card  contributions  may  be 
made  by  calling  (800)  554-8583. 

Volunteers  are  also  needed.  For 
details,  contact  Jeanie  Blankenbaker  at 
(212)  870-3825  or  Jblaken@gbgm- 
umc.org. 


Church  celebrates  Korean  American  mission 


HONOLULU  -  Members  of  the 
Inchon  Nairi  Methodist  Church  in 
Korea  "brought  the  light"  to  Hawaii,  to 
celebrate  100  years  of  mission  and 
ministry  started  by  the  first  50  Korean 
immigrants. 

Many  of  the  first  immigrants  were 
members  of  Inchon  Nairi  Methodist 
Church.  The  symbolic  lighting  of  a  can¬ 
dle  began  the  April  24-27  celebration  of 
the  United  Methodist  Centennial 
Celebration  for  Korean  American 
Mission  in  America. 

"What  a  gift  and  what  power  there  is 


in  celebrating  the  last  100  years,"  said 
Bishop  Mary  Ann  Swenson,  in  greeting 
the  1,300  participants  from  around  the 
world  to  the  celebration.  Swenson’s  Los 
Angeles  Area  jurisdiction  includes 
Hawaii. 

"The  world  will  never  be  the  same!" 
she  said. 

"It  is  significant  for  us  to  return  to 
our  roots  to  worship  and  share  and 
remember  those  who  labored  in  the 
sugar  cane  plantations,"  said  Bishop 
Hae-Jong  Kim,  who  leads  the  church’s 
Pittsburgh  Area. 


The  Hula  Praise  Team  presents  traditional  Hawaiian  dance  during  the  opening  worship 
service  for  the  United  Methodist  Centennial  Celebration  for  Korean  American  Mission  in 
America,  held  in  Honolulu.  The  event  commemorated  100  years  of  mission  and  ministry 
started  by  the  first  50  Korean  immigrants,  a  umns  photo  by  Kathy  l  Gilbert. 


igniting 

mTn  I S  T  R  Y 

Regional  training 
set  for  August 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
will  host  its  second  Regional  Training 
for  the  Igniting  Ministry  Initiative 
Aug.  20,  at  the  conference  center  in 
Woodworth. 

This  year’s  focus  will  be  on  the 
newest  materials  entided  “Beyond  30 
Seconds:  Developing  a  Welcoming 
Congregation.”  The  seven-session 
video  curriculum  is  designed  to 
instruct  small  groups  within  each 
congregation,  looking  beyond  the  30- 
second  television  commercials  pro¬ 
duced  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church  as  we  seek  to  truly  under¬ 
stand  and  welcome  newcomers. 

Each  church  participating  will 
receive  a  kit  containing  a  VHS  tape 
(seven  sessions),  a  leader’s  guide  and 
a  learner’s  guide.  Congregations  are 
strongly  encouraged  to  send  more 
than  one  participant  to  training 
because  there  are  a  number  of  break¬ 
out,  brainstorming  sessions. 

Each  church  will  be  charged  $120 
for  participation,  which  allows  them 
to  send  two  people. 

If  more  than  two  come,  an  addi¬ 
tional  $10  for  each  person  in  atten¬ 
dance  will  cover  the  costs  of  lunch 
and  rental  of  the  conference  center 
facilities. 

The  last  Regional  Igniting  Ministry 
Training  was  held  in  the  conference 
in  the  spring  of  2001,  and  was  enthu¬ 
siastically  received. 

Mark  your  calendars  for  this  spe¬ 
cial  event,  and  be  sure  to  fill  out  and 
send  in  the  registration  form  on  p.  3 
in  this  issue  of  Louisiana  Now! 
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Re-districting  one  of  many  highlights  at  conference 


The  reduction  of  the  number  of  dis¬ 
tricts  from  nine  to  seven  and  the 
approval  of  a  $7,100,000  annual  budget 
for  2004  were  just  two  of  the  highlights 
from  the  2003  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  held  lune  4-7  at  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport. 

After  three  days  of  presentation  and 
discussion,  the  vote  to  reduce  the  num¬ 
ber  of  districts  in  the  annual  conference 
passed  by  a  show  of  hands.  Responding 
to  concerns  about  new  boundary  lines 
suggested  by  the  Districting  Committee, 
Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  promised 


the  annual  conference  that  a  thorough 
study  of  where  to  draw  lines  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  before  the  new  districts  go  into 
effect  in  lune  of  2004. 

An  amended  report  from  the  Staffing 
Committee,  which  proposed  the  hiring 
of  a  Provost  and  one  or  more  persons 
responsible  for  mission  and  education 
for  the  conference,  was  passed.  The 
report  also  calls  for  the  hiring  of  a 
Conference  Director  of  Church  Extension 
and  Renewal  and  the  retention  of  the 
District  Missioner  program. 

After  much  debate,  a  proposal  to 


make  clergy  participation  in  the  confer¬ 
ence  health  insurance  plan  mandatory 
was  defeated. 

Throughout  the  four-day  conference, 
elections  for  clergy  and  lay  delegates  to 
the  General  and  Jurisdictional 
Conferences  in  2004  were  held. 

Elected  to  attend  the  General 
Conference,  scheduled  for  April  27-May 
7  in  Pittsburgh,  were:  Anita  Crump,  Sarah 
Kreutziger,  Ned  Randolph,  Nancy 
Carruth,  Lane  Winn,  Lueburda  Myers, 

See  Highlights,  page  3 


Annual  Conference  2003 


Conference  marked 
by  diverse  events 

To  kick  off  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  2003,  held  June  4-7  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport, 
members  of  the  conference  celebrated 
John  Wesley’s  300th  birthday  during  a 
service  of  Holy  Communion.  William 
Lawrence,  Dean  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  spoke  about  our  Wesleyan 
heritage  from  his  vantage  point  as 
Professor  of  American  Church  History 
for  Perkins. 

Lawrence  took  the  conference  on  a 
journey  through  some  of  the  funda¬ 
mental  themes  of  Methodist  theology, 
affirming  that  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  is  the  same  today,  yesterday 
and  tomorrow,  and  that  the  precepts 
of  Wesleyan  theology  still  hold  true. 

Jorge  Lockward,  who  also  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  celebration,  served  as 
Music  Leader  for  annual  conference. 
He  is  the  Global  Praise  Program 
Coordinator  for  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  Throughout  the 
event,  Lockward  led  us  in  traditional 
Wesleyan  hymns  in  new  settings  and  a 
variety  of  cultural  traditions,  thereby 
expressing  the  diversity  of  the  connec¬ 
tion. 

Thomas  L.  Hoyt  Jr.,  the  48th  bishop 


Rev.  Robert  Harrington  delivers  an  address  during  the  Repentance  and  Reconciliation 
Service  in  the  Gold  Dome  of  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


of  the  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  (CME),  delivered  the  message 
at  evening  vespers  on  Friday  night  in 
the  Gold  Dome.  Focusing  on  the  topic 
of  reconciliation,  Hoyt  stressed  that 
we  must  be  willing  to  accept  forgive¬ 
ness,  as  well  as  being  able  to  forgive. 
He  pointed  out  that  it  is  often  easier  to 
serve  than  to  be  served,  because  with 
the  latter,  we  become  vulnerable. 


Doug  Baker,  chairperson  of  the 
Worship  Committee,  introduced  this 
year’s  theme:  “Being  Perfected  in 
Unity,  that  the  World  May  Know.” 

The  Board  of  Laity  address,  given 
by  Conference  Lay  Leader  Ned 
Randolph  on  Wednesday  afternoon, 
was  followed  by  a  series  of  reports.  It 

See  Conference,  page  7 


Non-U.S.  delegates  to  increase  at  2004  General  Conference 


When  United  Methodists  gather  in 
Pittsburgh  next  year  for  their  top  leg¬ 
islative  assembly,  their  number  will 
include  more  delegates  from  outside 
the  United  States  than  ever  before. 

Just  as  the  U.S.  Congress  redistricts 
every  10  years  in  the  wake  of  the 
national  census,  the  number  of  lay  and 


clergy  delegates  to  the  United 
Methodist’s  highest  legislative  assem¬ 
bly,  the  General  Conference,  changes  to 
keep  total  representation  at  1,000  or 
less. 

This  time,  the  changes  also  reflect 
an  alteration  in  the  determining  for¬ 
mula,  due  to  legislative  action  of  the 


2000  General  Conference. 

The  biggest  shift  is  an  increased  rep¬ 
resentation  of  the  central  conferences, 
the  church’s  regional  units  outside  the 
United  States.  The  total  number  of  del¬ 
egates  these  conferences  will  elect  for 
2004  is  184,  an  increase  of  32  since  the 
2000  gathering  in  Cleveland. 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

The  One  You  Feed 


Annual  Conference  2003  was  a  truly 
blessed  event.  I  felt  the  spirit  of  God 
moving  in  strong  and  powerful  ways 
that  were  different  than  the  other  two 
Conference  sessions  I  have  shared 
with  you.  To  be  sure,  the  other  two 
gatherings  were  spirit-filled  and  spirit- 
blessed  as  well,  but  this  one  seemed 
“special”  somehow.  We  truly  did  have 
“Christian  conferencing”  in  the  full 
sense  of  that  term.  Debate  was  signifi¬ 
cant  as  well  as  ordered.  Attitudes  were 
generous  in  the  midst  of  major  dis¬ 
agreement.  Worship  was  grace-filled 
and  uplifting.  Though  it  was  an 
exhausting  four  days,  I  came  away 
refreshed,  renewed,  and  excited  about 
what  we  accomplished  while  together 
and  about  what  lies  ahead  of  us  as  a 
people  of  God. 

When  we  left  Conference  last  year 
we  had  three  hydrangea  bushes  in  the 
back  of  our  car.  They  had  been  part  of 
the  altar  decorations  and  I  bought 
them  for  Kay  to  plant  in  our  back  yard. 
Ever  since  coming  to  Louisiana  she 
has  longed  for  blue  hydrangeas  where 
she  could  look  out  and  see  them,  walk 
out  and  cut  them  for  table  decora¬ 
tions,  and  generally  enjoy  their  beauty. 
This  spring  they  have  been  beautiful 
and  have  fulfilled  their  purpose. 

The  hydrangea  flowers  were  a  bril¬ 
liant  blue  last  year.  This  year  when 
they  began  to  bloom  each  one  had  a 
slightly  different  color,  even  moving  to 
the  complimentary  pink  that  is  so 
common.  I  was  mystified  as  to  why 
they  had  changed  colors  until  I  read  an 
article  in  the  Baton  Rouge  Advocate 
that  explained  that  the  soil  conditions 
surrounding  the  plants  will  determine 
the  color  of  the  flowers.  If  you  want 
the  beautiful  deep  blue,  your  soil 
needs  to  have  a  certain  makeup.  If  you 
desire  the  pink  blossoms,  your  soil 
needs  a  different  makeup.  You  can 
actually  determine  the  color  of  the 
flowers  by  what  you  put  in  the  soil 
around  them! 

As  I  was  reflecting  on  this  years 
Conference,  I  thought  of  those 
hydrangeas.  I  believe  the  condition  of 
our  spiritual  soil  was  just  right  to  pro¬ 


duce  the  most 
beautiful  of  flowers. 
I  know  that  soil  was 
infused  with  deep 
prayer,  open  com¬ 
munication,  and 
trusting  hearts.  We 
fed  into  ourselves 
and  our 

Conference  session 
the  correct  ingredi¬ 
ents  to  take  away 
mistrust,  anger  and 
contentiousness  and  we  were  allowed 
to  bloom  with  love  and  grace. 

I  am  reminded  of  the  Native 
American  legend  that  tells  of  the  chief 
of  the  tribe  who  was  counseling  her 
grandson  and  said  to  the  boy,  “A  fight 
is  going  on  inside  me.  It  is  a  terrible 
fight  and  it  is  between  two  wolves. 

One  is  called  Evil  -  -  he  is  anger,  envy, 
sorrow,  regret,  greed,  arrogance,  self- 
pity,  guilt,  resentment,  inferiority,  lies, 
hatred,  pride,  superiority,  and  ego. 

The  other  is  called  Good  -  -  he  is  joy, 
peace,  love,  hope  serenity,  humility, 
kindness,  benevolence,  empathy,  gen¬ 
erosity,  truth,  compassion,  and  faith. 
This  same  fight  is  going  on  inside  you  - 
-  and  inside  every  other  person  too.” 

The  grandson  thought  about  it  for  a 
minute  and  then  asked  his  grand¬ 
mother,  “Which  wolf  will  win?”  The 
wise  chief  replied  with  wisdom,  “The 
one  you  feed.” 

We  have  fed  the  spirit  of  love,  joy, 
peace,  patience,  kindness,  goodness, 
faithfulness,  gentleness,  and  self-con¬ 
trol  into  our  Annual  Conference  and 
God  has  blessed  us.  May  we  now  con¬ 
tinue  to  feed  that  spirit  into  our  com¬ 
mon  life  as  we  move  into  the  imple¬ 
mentation  of  all  we  formally  agreed  to 
do  in  God’s  name  and  for  the  sake  of 
God’s  Kingdom. 

How  grateful  I  am  to  be  allowed  to 
be  a  servant  of  Christ  alongside  you. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fell  /JdU*****-; 


Idaho  pastor  named  Town  and  Country  head 


The  Rev.  Carol  Thompson,  director  of 
the  Western  Small  Church  Rural  Life 
Center  and  a  pastor  in  the  Oregon-Idaho 
Annual  Conference,  will  head  the  Office 
of  Town  and  Country  Ministries  of  the 
Genera]  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Her  selection  was  announced  jointly 
by  the  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  agency,  and  Bishop  Edward 
W.  Paup  of  the  Portland  Episcopal  Area 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Ms.  Thompson  will  assume  her  new 
appointment  July  1,  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  2002-03  conference  year.  She  is  cur¬ 


rently  the  pastor  of  the  New  Meadows 
(Idaho)  United  Methodist  Church  in 
addition  to  serving  as  executive  director 
of  the  rural  life  center  of  the  Western 
Jurisdiction.  She  has  led  the  center  since 
1994. 

“We  are  extremely  pleased  to  have 
the  Rev.  Carol  Thompson  joining  our 
staff,”  Mr.  Day  said.  “She  has  distin¬ 
guished  herself  as  a  local,  conference, 
jurisdictional  and  national  leader  in  the 
field  of  rural  ministry.”  Ms.  Thompson 
succeeds  Gladys  Campbell,  who  has 
retired. 


Bruce  L.  Brown,  Marguerite  D.  Jenkins,  Robert  W.  Cormier,  Emile  E.Tosso,  and 
Demectric  L.  Slaughter  were  recognized  as  local  pastors  having  completed  the 
Course  of  Study  School.  Not  pictured  are  Horace  Brumfield  and  Virginia  Cutrer. 

Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Janet  Clogston  Cavalier,  Elaine  Smith  and  Amy  Catherine  Mercer  were 
ordained  as  deacons  in  full  connection  with  the  conference. 
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and  Carolyn  Dove  (lay),  along  with  Marie 
Williams,  Chris  Andrews,  Bob  Burgess, 
Freddie  Henderson,  Carol  Winn 
Crawford,  Ellen  Alston  and  Donald  Avery 
(clergy). 

Attending  the  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  Conference,  to  be  held  July 
14-17  in  Corpus  Christi,  will  be:  George 
K.  Anding,  Fred  Banks,  Fred  Loy  Jr.,  Jared 
Williams,  Rachel  Scott,  Joyce  Robinson 
and  Terrel  Deville  (lay),  along  with 
Andrew  Goff,  Don  Cottrill,  Fred 
Wideman,  Larry  Miller,  Larry  Stafford, 
Bernadine  Johnson  and  Alonzo 
Campbell  (clergy). 

Lay  alternates  are  Timothy  Hebert, 
Don  Brown,  Eloise  Cox  and  Ron  Sarver. 
Clergy  alternates  are  Robert  Weber, 
Daniel  Gleason,  Julie  R  Spencer,  and 
Frances  Hooton  (clergy). 


The  confirmation  of  a  $701,000  grant 
from  the  Lilly  Foundation  was  passed  by 
a  show  of  hands.  The  grant  will  support 
and  grow  programs  like  the  Discerners 
Academy,  the  Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness  and  the  Academy  for 
Spiritual  Leadership. 

Petitions  were  passed  in  support  of 
Africa  University;  endorsing  the  modifi¬ 
cation  of  our  denominational  mission 
statement;  authorizing  the  return  of 
property  to  Clanton  Chapel  in  Dulac 
from  the  National  Division  of  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries;  assigning  full 
voting  privileges  to  local  pastors  and 
associate  members  serving  on  the  Board 
of  Ordained  Ministry  in  evaluating  fellow 
local  pastors  and  associate  members; 
and  endorsing  the  District  Missioner 
program. 


'Pajama  Game'  musical  set  for  July  in  Shreveport 


The  Broadway  musical,  “The  Pajama 
Game”  will  be  presented  at  the 
Performing  Arts  Center  adjacent  to  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
July  5-13. 


Tickets  are  $7  for  children  and  stu¬ 
dents,  $14  for  adults  and  may  be  pur¬ 
chased  by  calling  (318)  429-6885  from  12 
p.m.-4:30  p.m.,  Monday  through  Friday 
beginning  June  23. 


Broadmoor  UMC,  BR,  to  feature  'Sound  of  Music' 


During  the  sweltering  summer  dates 
of  July  24-27,  treat  yourself,  family  and 
friends  to  an  invigorating  and  refreshing 
trip  to  the  Austrian  Alps  compliments  of 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church, 
10230  Mollylea  Drive  in  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana!  Enjoy  edelweiss,  lonely 
goatherds  and  the  inspiring  sounds  of 
music  -  it  is  as  easy  as  do-re-mi! 

The  Music  Ministry  of  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church  is  proud  to 
offer  as  a  music  mission  the  Rogers  and 
Hammerstein  classical  musical,  The 
Sound  of  Music!  A  dinner  theatre  venue 
catered  by  Semolina’s  Restaurant  on  the 
evenings  of  Thursday,  July  24,  Friday, 
July  25,  and  Saturday,  July  26,  and  a 
dessert  matinee  on  Sunday  afternoon 
July  27  are  planned.  Doors  open  at  5:45 
pm  for  the  evening  performances  and 
1 :30  pm  for  the  Sunday  matinee. 

Ticket  prices  are  $16  for  the  dinner 


theatre  and  $12  for  the  dessert  matinee 
and  are  available  now  by  calling  the 
BUMC  Music  Office  at  (225)924-6269. 
Deadline  for  purchasing  tickets  for  all  per¬ 
formances  is  12  p.m.  Thursday,  July  17. 

Dr.  Dona  Lusted  heads  the  produc¬ 
tion  team  and  serves  as  orchestra  con¬ 
ductor  with  Neena  Kelfstrom  at  the  helm 
as  director. 

Outstanding  performers  will  include 
well  known  Baton  Rouge  soprano 
Jennifer  Ellis  singing  the  leading  role  of 
Maria,  BUMC’s  Associate  Minister 
Quinn  O’Bannon  as  Captain  von  Trapp, 
children  from  BUMC  as  the  von  Trapp 
children,  and  BUMC’s  talented  Director 
of  Music,  Dr.  David  Shaler,  portraying 
the  colorful  role  of  Max. 

Don’t  miss  this  wonderful  opportu¬ 
nity  for  fine  dining  and  delightful  enter¬ 
tainment!  Your  heart  will  be  filled  with 
the  sound  of  music! 


Linda  Ann  Joseph  was  commis¬ 
sioned  as  probationary  deacon 
in  the  conference. 


Half-time  Director 
of  Children's  Ministries 
Needed 

St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Shreveport  is  seeking  a 
half-time  Director  of  Children’s 
Ministries.  This  position  is  respon¬ 
sible  for  updating,  planning, 
staffing,  supervising,  and  reporting 
on  all  children’s  ministries  within 
the  church.  Prior  experience  and 
people  skills  are  essential  to  work 
with  program  leaders  already  in 
place  and  recruiting  new  volun¬ 
teers  and  paid  staff  for  children's 
activities.  Contact  Rev.  Joe 
Donakey  at  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  6012 
Youree  Drive,  or  call  (318)  868- 
3613  no  later  than  July  15,  2003. 


Registration  Form 

2003  Igniting  Ministry  Regional  Training 

August  20,2003,  9  a.m.-4  p.m. 

Louisiana  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth,  La. 


Participant’s  name 


Name  of  church  and  district 


Names  of  additional  participants  from  your  church 


Address  (include  city,  state,  zip) 


Daytime  Phone  Number 


E-mail  Address 

Return  this  completed  form  to:  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  Attn: 
Betty  Backstrom,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. Enclose  a  check 
for  $120  made  out  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  for  the  first  two  peo¬ 
ple  participating  from  your  church.  Include  $10  for  each  additional  par¬ 
ticipant  after  the  first  two. 

For  more  information,  contact  Betty  Backstrom  at  (225)  346-1646  or  e- 
mail:  lanow@bellsouth.net. 


MENTAL  ILLNESS: 
Don’t  let  the  fear  of 
treatanent  keep  you 
in  the  shadows. 


Mental  illness  can  be  a 
devastating  disease. 

We’re  here  to  help! 


Methodist  Psychiatric  Services 
offers  comprehensive  adult 
treatment  programs  which  are 
individually  tailored  to  meet  your 
specific  needs,  including: 


Inpatient  Geriatric  Psychiatry 
Program  (also  provides  medical 
and  rehabilitative  care) 


Inpatient  Chronic  Mental 
Illness  Program 


Intensive  Outpatient  Program 
Nursing  Home  Assessment 
Off-Site  Assessment 


Crisis  Intervention 
Outpatient  Treatment 


Aftercare  Program 


Call  today  for  information 
or  a  free  screening. 


(504)  244-5570 
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Appointments  2003-04 


Acadiana  District 

District  Superintendent 

Roger  D.Lathan 

Abbeville-Pecan  Island 

John  LVining 

Baldwin, Trinity 

(Barry  A.  Whittington,  Sr.  PL) 

Berwick,  First 

(James  W.  Reid) 

Clanton  Chapel 

(Cyril  A.  Kirby  Verret  PL) 

Franklin: 

Asbury 

(Darrel  W.  Briggs  PL) 

First-McGowen 

Steven  J.  Porter 

Houma: 

Bayou  Blue 

James  W.  Barrett,  Jr. 

First 

Barry  Hoekstra 

Wesley-Mt.  Vernon 

(Joseph  Holland,  Sr.  PL) 

Indian  Bayou-Rayne,  Centenary 

(LJohn  Locascio  FL) 

Jeanerette: 

St.  Paul-Fitzgerald-Mt.  Zion 

(Fulton  A.  Raymond  RA) 

St.Peter-Mallalieu 

Erica  R.  Jenkins  PM 

Lafayette: 

Asbury 

T.  Edward  Boyd 

Associate 

(C.  Ann  Sutton) 

Associate 

Ira  M.  Robinson  RM 

Associate 

(David  L.  Bricker  FL) 

Covenant 

Willis  W.  Dear 

Associate 

Lorris  M.  Wimberly 

Faith  Community 

John  A.  Cannon  PE 

First 

J.  Penn  Morgan 

AssociateAJLL  Wesley  Foundation 

(Clay  K.  McConnell  FL) 

Immanuel 

(Clifton  C.  Conrad,  Sr.  PL) 

North  wood 

(L.  Wayne  Howington) 

Lydia 

(Robert  W.  Cormier  PL) 

Mathews,  Memorial 

Peggy  B.  Foreman  PE 

Melville-Palmetto 

Kenneth  B.  Chapman  RM 

Morgan  City: 

Pharr  Chapel 

Rebecca  D.  Conner 

Walmsley-Mason 

(Dan  Washington,  Jr.  RL) 

Napoleonville,  Wesley-Woodlawn 

(Albert  Holland  FL) 

New  Iberia: 

First 

Scott  T.  Bullock 

St.  James-Briggs-Mt.  Zion 

(Emmett  C.  Collins,  Jr.  FL) 

Opelousas: 

Louisiana  Memorial 

K.  Dale  Hensarling 

St.  Mark 

Russell  L  Jones 

Patterson 

Jeffrey  D.  Conner 

Port  Barre-Krotz  Springs-Lottie-Wilson  Mem  (Robert  D.  Clark 

Rosedale-New  Roads,  First 

( Aaron  J.  Carpenter,  Jr.  FL) 

Scott  Chapel- St.  Paul 

(Diane  L.  Bentley  PL) 

Thibodaux: 

Calvary 

T.B.S. 

First 

Timothy  J.  Neustifter 

Magnolia 

(Madeline  Mitchell  PL) 

Vacherie 

(Terry  A.  Lindsey  PL) 

Waxia,  St.  Paul-Melville,  St.  James 

(Marguerite  D.  Jenkins  PL) 

Wiley-Green  Chapel 

(Robert  L  Ross  PL) 

Alexandria  District 

District  Superintendent 

William  LYoungblood 

Alexandria: 

First 

Thomas  A.  Dunbar 

Minister  of  Discipleship 

Mary  Beth  Foye  FD 

Horseshoe  Drive 

R.  Don  Ross 

Newman 

Derrick  D.  Hills 

SL  Mark's 

Ralph  L.  Jones  OF 

Trinity 

C.  Frances  Hooton 

Wilton 

(Jason  W.  Jacob  PL) 

Atlanta-Sanders  Chapel 

Riley  W.  Sanson  RM 

Boyce: 

Lahey  Chapel 

T.B.S. 

Union 

(Dianne  Allen  Jones  PL) 

Bunkie,  David  Haas  Memorial-Trinity-White's  Chapel 

Joe  A.  Hoover 

Campti: 

First-St  Maurice 

T.B.S. 

St  Paul-Mt-Zion 

T.B.S. 

Cheneyville,  St  Paul 

(Obie  J.  Southall  RL) 

Colfax 

(Gloria  LYoungblood  FL) 

Couley 

(Thomas  G.  May  PL) 

Evergreen 

Robbie  Strong  OE 

Glenmora-Boyce,  First 

(William  K.  McDonald  PL) 

Hineston,  Fellowship 

Richard  C.  Hooton 

Jena,  Nolley  Memorial-Belah 

Mark  B.  Benge,  Sr. 

Jones  ville-Harrisonburg 

(David  C.  Carlton  FL) 

Lecompte-Bayou  Chicot-Cheneyville  (Ross  C.  Ford,  Jr.  FL) 

Marksville-Effie,  Oak  Grove-Simmesport  (Frank  Pennington  FL) 

Melder,  St.  Mark's 

T.B.S. 

Montgomery-Mt.  Zion 

(James  R.  Walker  PL) 

Natchitoches: 

Asbury-Emmanuel 

James  A.  Graham 

First 

Douglas  L  Cain 

Associate 

James  M.  Poole  RM 

Northwestern  Campus  Min.-College  Ave.  (Ellis  E.  Newman  FL) 

Oak  Grove-Beulah 

John  R.  Foster  OF 

Olla-Urania 

(P.  Curtis  Carroll,  Jr.  FL) 

Palestine- Ball 

J.  Edwin  Dilworth 

Pineville: 

First 

W.  Ralph  Ford 

Associate 

Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr.  RM 

Palestine-Ball 

J.  Edwin  Dilworth 

Pleasant  Grove-Bethel 

T.B.S. 

Wesley-Booneville,  Wesley 

(James  E.  Ray,  Sr.  FL) 

Pollock-Liberty 

Eddie  Carpenter  OF 

Provencal- Weaver 

Edwin  H.  Fenton  OE 

Sieper 

T.B.S. 

Strange 

T.B.S. 

Trout  Justiss  Memorial-Eden 

John  R.  Johns  RM 

Winnfield 

Timothy  E.  Lawson 

Baton  Rouge  District 

District  Superintendent 

C.  Gerald  Richardson 

Baker: 

Blackwater 

Mark  R.  Martin 

Associate 

(Linda  M.  Hagan  PL) 

Associate 

(Danny  R.  Bergeron  PL) 

First 

Joseph  E.  Hamilton 

Baton  Rouge: 

Broadmoor 

Robert  L.  Burgess 

Minister  of  Congregational  Care 

Kenneth  M.  Carroll 

Minister  of  Visitation 

Donald  J.  Hall  RM 

Minister  of  Discipleship  &  Missions 

Amy  K.  Mercer  FD 

Minister  of  Program 

Charles  R.  Langford 

Minister  of  Evangelism 

M.  Quinn  O'Bannon 

Min.  of  Sen.  Care  Resident  Min. 

Lusinda  F.  Warren  FD 

Camphor  Memorial 

Darlene  A.  Moore 

Director,  Worship  &  Education  Min 

Elaine  C.  Smith  FD 

First 

Christopher  H.  Andrews 

Associate 

Van  A.  Stinson 

Associate 

Jan  C.  Holloway 

Francis  Asbury 

W.  Odell  Simmons  RM 

Hope  Community 

(H.  Louis  Jones  PL) 

Minister  of  Education 

Brunetta  A.  Shamlin  FD 

Hughes  Memorial-Andrew  Chapel 

(Willie  Laws) 

Ingleside 

Kibbie  E.  Hatfield 

Jefferson 

Douglas  M.  Baker 

Associate 

T.B.S. 

Jordan 

George  W.  C.  Calvin,  Sr.  RM 

Maringouin,  St.  Peter 

Clarence  L.  Hillard  RM 

Neely 

Arnold  V.  Brown 

St.  Andrew's 

H.  Steve  Stephens 

St.  John’s 

Donald  R.  Avery 

Associate 

(Elizabeth  Wyatt ) 

St.  Luke's 

(Kimbra  H.  Hammett  PL) 

St.  Mark 

Joseph  D.  Awotwi 

St.  Paul-Deerford 

Frank  B.  Akin 

University,  William  B.  Reily  Memorial  Kenneth  W.  Irby 

Associate 

Ernest  Eugene  Rives  PE 

Associate/LSU  Campus  Ministry 

Shawn  M.  Anglim  PE 

Wesley 

E.  Andrew  Goff 

Clinton: 

First-Clear  Creek 

Kenneth  R.  Bowman 

Mt.  Zion-St.  Paul 

S.  Charles  Byrd  OE 

St.  Peter-Jackson  Chapel-Mt.Carmel 

(Cherless  H.  Miller  PL) 

Convent  St.  James 

(Gaynell  B.  Pittman  PL) 

Donaldsonville: 

Belle  Rose,  St.  James 

(Elva  Jacobs  PL) 

First-Lutcher 

(Barbara  J.  Beaumont  PL) 

St.  Peter-Lutcher  Chapel 

(Sonya  Renee  Lars  PL) 

Galvez,  Carpenter's  Chapel 

William  Paul  Minyard  OF 

Gonzales: 

First 

Gary  Don  Willis 

St.  Landry 

T.B.S 

Greenwell  Springs,  Magnolia 

Michael  L.  Hammett 

Jackson-Ethel 

David  J.  Sheehan 

Plaquemine: 

First 

Stephen  C.  Fleming 

Grand  River 

(Lamarylis  S.Cotten  PL) 

Hurst-St.  Luke 

(Thomas  A.  Wesley  PL) 

Port  Allen,  Scott-S.U.  Wesley  Foundation  Rodney  D.  Wooten 

Prairieville,  Meadows  Chapel 

(J.  Derek  Reese  PL) 

Pride,  Bethel 

(Clinton  P.  Lovell  FL) 

Rosedale,  Hartzell-Maringouin,  Shiloh  (Ulysse  Stephens  RA) 

St.  Amant: 

Faithful 

Jeffrey  C.  Duke 

New  River 

(William  MadisonTurner,  Sr. 

St.  Francisville 

(Harold  B.  8abin  FL) 

Slaughter-Bluff  Creek 

(L  Darwin  Breecheen  PL) 

Spillman,  New  Hope-Concord 

T.B.S. 

Tunica 

(Danny  R.  Bergeron  PL) 

Wilson,  Wesley-Asbury 

(Demetric  L  Slaughter  PL) 

Zachary: 

First 

Gregory  R.  Davis 

Moses  Chapel-Beech  Grove 

(Glorious  Wright  PL) 

Lake  Charles  District 

District  Superintendent 

M.  Douglas  Ezell 

Basile 

(Jerold  R.  Hoffpauir  PL) 

Cameron,  Wakefield-Grand  Chenier 

(Thomas  C.  Beeler  FL) 

Church  Point-Iota 

(Fred  M.  Fraser) 

Crowley,  First 

Robert  E.  Hollis 

DeQuincy 

Richard  O. Teeter 

DeRidder,  First 

Jon  E.Tellifero 

Ebenezer-Branch 

Charles  L.  Floyd,  Jr. 

Eunice,  First-Pine  Prairie 

(Frank  Davis  FL) 

Fairview 

(Christi  A.  Emanuel  PL) 

Florien,  Prospect-Hornbeck 

(Raymond  H.  Leidig,  Jr.  RL) 

Gueydan-Kaplan 

Carolyn  B.Volentine 

Hopewell-Elizabeth-Pine  Grove 
Iowa 
Jennings 
Kinder-0  berlin 
Lake  Arthur 
Lake  Charles: 

First 

Associate 
Associate 
Associate 
Pastor  Emeritus 
Oak  Park 
St.  Luke-Simpson 
University 
Warren 
Leesville: 

First-Holly  Grove 


Associate 

Merryville-DeRidder,  Wesley 

Moss  Bluff 

Oakdale 

Raymond-Elton 

Roanoke-Crowley,  Wesley 

Squyres 

Sulphur: 

Henning  Memorial 

Associate 

Maplewood 

Wesley-Hackberry 

Sweetlake 

Vinton,  Welsh  Memorial 
Welsh: 

First-Hayes 

Jones-Jennings,  Mallalieu 
Westlake 


(Mark  S.Theriot  PL) 

David  R.  DeWitt 
J.  Richard  Scott-Welch 
Erin  J.  Oliver  PE 
(Susan  C.  Pugh  FL) 

Douglas  B.deGraffenried 
James  H.  Humphreys  RM 
Angela  C.  Bulhof  PE 
(Susan  Lacy  Crouch  FL) 
Carl  F.  Lueg,  Sr.  RM 
Roger  H. Templeton 
Karl  Sherman  Klaus 
Michael  D.McLaurin 
Percell  Church,  Jr.  PM 

Chris  A.  Blanchard 
(Robert  M.  Eckerle,  Jr.  PL) 
(Lee  Eckerle  PL) 

(Steven  W.  Bush  PL) 

Daniel  P.  Gleason 
Elizabeth  M.Northen 
Lamar  C.  Oliver  PE 
(Truman  Stagg  PL) 

Lisa  L.Turnbull 

J.Ryan  Horton,  Jr. 

Tracy  L.  Mackenzie 
John  M.  Higginbotham,  Jr. 
Leon  A.  Boggs 
Wayne  G.Taylor 
(Jerry  L.  Johnson  FL) 

Mark  J.  Goins 
T.B.S. 

Ted  D.  Freeland 


Mt.  Zion-Macedonia-Haskin  Chapel 


Monroe  District 

District  Superintendent 

Bartholomew-Beekman 

Baskin 

Bastrop: 

First-Collinston 
Memorial-Mer  Rouge 
Mt.  Olive 

Boeuf  Prairie-Little  Creek 
Columbia-Hebert 
Crew  Lake-Mangham 
Delhi-Crowville 
Epps 

Ferriday-Clayton 

Grayson 

Kilbourne-Locust  Grove 
Lake  Providence 
Monroe: 

First 

Associate 

Minister  of  Music 

Hope-St  Paul 

Lea  Joyner  Memorial 

Associate 

Minister  of  Music 

Minister  of  Visitation 

Memorial 

Reveille-Union 

St.  James 

St.  Mark's 

St.  Paul's 

Associate 

Associate 

Mt.  Nebo-Washington  Chapel 

Newellton 

Oak  Grove-Pioneer 

Rayville-Holly  Ridge 

St.  Andrew's-Oak  Ridge 

St.  Joseph 

St.  Peter-Lawson  Chapel 
Sicily  Island-Gilbert 
Tallulah 
Vidalia 

West  Monroe: 

Asbury 

Claiborne- Wilhite 

Faith 

First 

McGuire 

Woodlawn 

Winnsboro 

Wisner 


Marie  Palmer  Williams 
(Jo  Ann  Sims  PL) 

(Mary  Anne  Collie  PL) 

Roy  Bryan  Moore 
(Newton  M.  Horne,  Jr.) 
(Johnny  M.  Riley,  Jr.  PL) 
Howard  M.  Childs  RM 
(Pamela  Fitch  Roy) 

(Eddie  Carroll  Johnson  FL) 
(Joseph  L.  Rountree) 

T.B.S. 

Kevin  D.  Smith  OF 
Howard  L.  Hudson  RM 
(Linda  K.  Shepherd  FL) 
(William  H.  McLain  FL) 

Larry  R.  Stafford 
Terry  A  Love 
Kern  F.  Alexander  FD 
(Jackie  Holmes,  Jr.) 

Weldon  C.  Bares 
(Marcelle  F.Crow  PL) 

(Betty  L.  Swanson  PL) 

Isaac  A.  Patton,  Jr.  RM 
Jayne  Trammell-Kelly 
T.B.S. 

(Mary  Anne  Collie  PL) 

Juliet  A.  Spencer 
Richard  H.  Humphries 
Nancy  E.  Wofford  PE 
(Murdock  M.  Snelling,  Jr.  RL) 
Mt.  Sinai  (Anice  N.  Moses  SP) 
T.B.S. 

Byron  W.  Putnam 
Robert  E.  Townsend 
Donald  L.  Wilkinson  PE 
Jonathan  King  PE 
T.B.S. 

(William  F.  Foster  FL) 

(Fred  W.  Fulton,  IV  FL) 

Barry  D.  Dennis  OF 

John  G.  Deschner 
Samuel  P.  Emanuel  OF 
Steven  R.  Kelly 
W.Spiller  Milton 
Michael  T.  Head 
John  N.  Williams 
William  A.  Moon,  III 
(Frances  I.Guy  PL) 


New  Orleans  District 


District  Superintendent 
Belle  Chasse 

8uras,Trinity-Hope  Chapel 
Chalmette,  Covenant 
Destrehan,  St.  Charles 
Associate 


Freddie  C.  Henderson 
Alfred  Bakewell,  III 
(Gene  M.  Faurie  FL) 
James  R.  Schwab 
J.Thomas  Logan 
(Earline  T.  Guidry  FL) 
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Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle 

(Regina  B.  Hickman) 

Gretna: 

Boynton 

Percell  Church,  Sr.  RM 

Gretna 

Frank  S.  Harris  ill 

Associate 

(William  V.Turner  PL) 

Kenner: 

First 

William  A.  Rowell,  Jr. 

Messiah-EI  Mesias 

Samuel  Calvo  OE 

LaPlace: 

First 

Kenneth  M.  Graham,  Jr. 

Associate 

(Angerean  Brown  Harris  PL) 

Ninde  Chapel 

(Horace  Brumfield  PL) 

Luling 

Curtis  D.  Eden 

Metairie: 

Metairie 

Rhonda  E.Feurtado 

Munholland 

M.  Eugene  Finnell 

Associate 

George  A.  Duerson  RM 

Associate 

(Kathy  C.Fitzhugh  FL) 

Associate 

(Sharon  D.  Zehner  FL) 

Director,  Christian  Education 

Janet  C.  Cavalier  FD 

St.  Matthew's 

H.A.  Harrington,  Jr. 

New  Orleans: 

Algiers,  First 

Walter  L.  Parker,  Jr. 

Asbury-St.  Matthew 

Andrew  J.  Douglas  RM 

Aurora 

Hulen  C.  Warren,  Jr. 

Bethany 

Hadley  R.  Edwards 

Associate 

Inez  D.  Williams  FD 

Brooks-Shaw  Temple 

Dale  E.  Branch 

Carrollton 

(Sharon  D.Zehner  FL) 

Cornerstone 

James  F.  Haynes 

Felicity 

(Marva  L.  Mitchell  RL) 

First 

W.  Dwight  Ramsey 

First  Street 

Abraham  E.  Davis 

Grace 

(Walter  B.  Pennington  PL) 

Hartzell-Kenner,  Thomas 

Karl  M.  Clark 

Haven  Trinity 

Davis  W.  Clark 

Tulane  Wesley  Fdn.-Jefferson 

Judith  A.  Shema 

Tulane  Wesley  Fdn.-Jefferson 

Maximilian  0.  Zehner  PE 

John  Wesley 

Helena  Wright-Butler  RM 

Director,  Christian  Education 

Barbara  M.  Hamilton  FD 

Korean 

Duck  Yun  Cha  OE 

LaHarpe-Thompson 

William  L.  Jones 

Lake  Vista 

Norwood  N.  Hingle,  III 

Mount  Zion 

Victor  T.  McCullough 

Associate 

(Yvonne  P.Dayries  PL) 

Napoleon  Avenue 

T.B.S. 

Parker  Memorial 

(W.  Craig  Gilliam) 

Peck-Wesley 

(Patricia  W.  Roland  FL) 

Peoples 

(Constance  R.Saizon  PL) 

Philips  Memorial-Williams 

Joe  D.  Connelly 

Rayne  Memorial 

Carol  S.Winn  Crawford 

Minister  of  Christian  Education 

Carol  L.Sherer  FD 

Ross 

T.B.S. 

St.  Luke's 

Darryl  A. Tate 

St.  Mark's 

Gregor  A.  Dike 

St.  Paul's 

Gregory  G.  Mann 

St.  Philip 

(Leslie  M. Taylor,  Sr.  PL) 

Trinity  of  Gentilly- 

Hahnville,  St.  James 

(Joseph  L.  Wilson  FL) 

North  Shore  District 

District  Superintendent 

Grayson  B.  Watson 

Amite-lndependence 

William  H.  Willis,  Sr. 

Angie,  Wesley  Ray-Mary's  Chapel- 

■Live  Oak  (Bruce  L.  Brown 

Bogalusa: 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 

Alan  D.  Einsel 

Coordinator  of  Training 

Barbara  C.  Einsel  FD 

Thirkield-Harry's  Chapel 

(Louis  A.  Smith  PL) 

Bush 

Karl  D.  Wood  RM 

Covington: 

First 

G.  Larry  Maxwell,  Sr. 

Fitzgerald-Waldheim 

(Wanda  S.Costentino  FL) 

Day's-Center-Darlington 

Larry  D.  Robertson  RM 

Denham  Springs: 

First 

Wybra  J.  Price,  II 

Associate 

Monica  G.Monk  PE 

Roberts-St.  Luke 

Alonzo  J.  Campbell 

Franklinton: 

Centenary-Fisher 

Lyndle  R.  Bullard 

Winan-Hayes  Chapel 

Terrence  S.  August 

Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel 

William  G.  Sewell  OF 

Hammond,  First 

Ricky  R.  Willis 

Associate 

Jean  M.  Foreman  PE 

James  Chapel 

(Mark  A.  Lubbock  PL) 

Kentwood-Mt.  Hermon 

(Percy  M.  Frazier  RA) 

Lacombe 

(Lawrence  K.  Benson,  Jr.  PL) 

Lee's  Landing 

(Carol  R.  Richardson  PL) 

Livingston 

(Richard  W.  Davis  PL) 

Loranger-Cooper's  Chapel 

(Emile  E.Tosso  FL) 

Madisonville,  North  Cross 

Flint  E.Shea 

Mandeville: 

Church  of  the  Servant 

Charles  W.  Crews 

Newell 

(Nolan  M.  Robinson  PL) 

St.Timothy-On-The-North  Shore 

James  W.  Mitchell 

Associate 

Brady  S.Whitton  PE 

Associate 

(Robert  H.  Chance,  Jr.  PL) 

Associate 

(Carol  R.  Richardson  PL) 

Associate 

(Pattye  L.  Hewitt  PL) 

Pastor  Emeritus 

J.  Lawrence  Maddin  RM 

Pearl  River 

Timothy  M.  Smith 

Pine  Grove-Montpelier-Nesom  Memorial  (E.  Rand  Guy  RL) 

Pine  Ridge-Tangipahoa  Kenneth  D.  Norton 

Ponchatoula: 


First 

Wesley  Chapel 
Slidell: 

Aldersgate 

Associate 

First 

Associate 

Associate 

Director  of  Christian  Education 
Hartzell  Mt.Zion 
Springfield: 

First 

Huff  Chapel-Maurepas 

St.  James 

Sun 

Varnado 

Walker: 

First,  Mangum  Chapel 
Friendship-Corbin 
Watson,  Live  Oak 


Robert  L.  Deich 
(Jimmie  S.  Parker  PL) 

T.  Nichols  Evans,  Jr. 
Joshua  D.  Milliron 
Jerry  G.Hilbun 
John  M.  Lee  RM 
(Allan  W.  Anderson,  Jr.  PL) 
Carolyn  B.  Foster  FD 
(Ernest  E.  Scott) 

Heather  Haussler  PE 
(Tim  A.  Gilmore  PL) 

(Jerry  C.  Edwards  PL) 
T.B.S. 

Ester  L  Hammond  RM 

James  B.  Moore  PE 
(Lewis  M.  Morris,  Jr.  PL) 
(Mark  E.  Crosby) 


Ruston  District 


District  Superintendent 

Ansley-Centerpoint 

Arcadia-Mt.  Mariah 

Arizona 

Athens 

Bernice-Beech  Grove-Summerfield 

Beulah 

Bienville 

Brushwood 

Chatham-Concord 

Choudrant-Douglas 

Colquitt 

Cotton  Valley 

Downsville-Bethel 

Doyline-Sibley 

Dubach-Harmony  Chapel 

Eros-Antioch,  Eros 

Evergreen 

Farmerville 

Gibsland-Oak  Grove 

Haynesville-Shongaloo 

Heflin 

Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope 
Homer-Wesley  Chapel 
Indian  Village 
Jonesboro 
Marion-Bird's  Chapel 
Memorial-Salem 
Minden: 

First 

Lakeview 
Mount  Zion 
Pilgrim  Rest 
Pine  Grove 
Pleasant  Valley 
Quitman-Clay 
Ringgold-Castor 
Ruston: 

Grace 

Trinity 

Associate 

Associate 

Associate 

Minister  of  Music 

Wesley  Chapel-Lisbon 

Simsboro,  Antioch 

Springhill 

Whitehall 


Jimmie  D.  Pyles  RM 
(Leslie  M.Webb  SP) 

Ray  R.  Spiller 
(Verna  P.  Myers  PL) 
(Charles  R.Penuell  PL) 
Johnie  W.  Adkins,  Jr.  OF 
T.B.S. 

T.B.S. 

Charles  R.  Johnson  OF 
(Emily  R.  Winbery  FL) 
Raymond  M.Crofoot  RM 
(Edmun  Lee  Frankie  RL) 
(Dorcas  A.  Thornton  PL) 
(Owen  H.  Peyton,  Sr.) 
(Lysbeth  B.  Cockrell  FL) 
Jon  M. Lord 
Cage  L.  McLemore  RM 
T.B.S. 

(John  G.  Hankins) 
(Robert  D.  Hayes  FL) 
Henry  R.  Stone  PM 
(Carol  D.  Heard  PL) 

(Bill  E.  Strawbridge  FL) 
David  B.  Dietzel 
T.B.S. 

M.  Stuart  Sherman 
Gary  L.Van  Horn  RM 
(Ross  W.  Genger  FL) 

J.  Roddy  Taylor 
Henry  M.  Hamilton,  Jr. 
John  N.  Williams 
(Samuel  L.  Bradley  PL) 
Donald  L.  Huguley  PL) 
(Joe  E.  Hunter  RL) 
(Gwendolyn  M.  Hoyt  FL) 
Douglas  E.  Milliron 

A.  Wayne  Evans 
Fred  B.Wideman 
Andy  R.  Hurst 
M.  Roily  Walker  RM 
(W.  Brian  Mercer  FL) 

R.  Michael  Cloud  FD 
T.B.S. 

(Reginald  D.  Colvin  PL) 
Burton  F.  Blair 
Terral  T.  Lowe  RM 


Shreveport  District 


District  Superintendent 

Benton 

Bethel 

Blanchard 

Bossier  City: 

Asbury 

Associate 

Barksdale 

Fellowship 

First 

Associate 

Director  of  Children's  Ministries 
Coushatta-Wesley  Chapel 
Cross  Roads-Hall  Summit 
Greenwood-Bethany 
Haughton: 

Haughton 
Love  Chapel 
Hosston-Gilliam-Belcher 
Ida 

Keithville: 

Fairview 

Keithville 

McDonald-Round  Grove 

Logansport-Longstreet 

Mansfield: 

First-Grand  Cane 

Pleasant  Valley-Mt.  Zion-New  Light 
Shady  Grove-Bonchest 


William  D.  Peeples 
T.  Lynn  Malone 

(Charles  &  Frances  J.  Freeman  PL) 
S  Brian  Yeich 

Barry  E.  Hughes 
Leslie  Gatlin  Stephens  PE 
Paul  C.  Carroll,  Sr.  RM 
Jonathan  W.  Beck 
Larry  G.  Miller 
(Kevin  D. Townsend  FL) 

Lylln  S.Guth  DM 
Ellen  B.  Montegudo 
(Carl  D.  Munyon  PL) 

S.  Kemper  Smith 

(Thomas  E.  Dungan  PL) 

Ellen  R.  Allston 
Emile  A.  Rousseau,  Jr.  OF 
Jerry  A.  Means  RM 

(Jerald  D.  Danzell  PL) 

David  R.  Melville  PE 
(Donny  R.  Nedd  PL) 

Robert  G.  Rowland 

Irvin  J.  Boudreaux  PE 
(Oscar  E.  Player) 

George  L. Thomas  RM 


Wesley-Rosa-St.  Matthew 
Many 

Mooringsport-Oil  City 
Plain  Dealing-Walker's  Chapel 
Pleasant  Hill-Pelican 
Shiloh-Keatchie 
Shreveport: 

Broadmoor 
Associate 
Associate 
Associate 
Pastor  Emeritus 
Caddo  Heights 
Christ 
Associate 
Ellerbe  Road 
Fairfield-Faith 
First 

Associate 
Associate 
Minister  of  Music 
Scholar  in  Residence 
Minister  of  Visitation 
Ministry  of  Discipleship  &  Adult  Min.  Regina  L.  Wren  FD 
Director  of  Lay  Ministry  &  Small  Groups  Pamela  G.  Crews  FD 
Assoc/Chpl/Dir.  Ch.  Careers,  Centenary  (Betsy  B.  Eaves  FL) 


Bruce  C.  Carroll,  Sr.  OF 
Mark  A.  Bray 
(Cheryl  L.  Nelson  FL) 
Richard  LCockburn 
(Doris  R.  Sheppard  RL) 
(Raymon  L.  Owens,  Jr.  SP) 

Steven  M.  Spurlock 
M.  Jack  O'Dell 
(Kathy  S.  Wafer  PL) 
Conrad  P.  Edwards  RM 
George  F.  Pearce,  Jr.  RM 
(Thomas  A.  Wilson  RA) 
Larry  D.  O'Dell 
Benjamin  N.McGehee  PE 
(Judith  D.  Bazer) 

(Willie  E. Jackson,  Jr.  FL) 

R.  Pat  Day 
Thomas  L.  Howe,  Jr. 
William  R.  Mayo  RM 
(Will  K.  Andress  FL) 
Donald  A.  Webb  RM 
William  E.  Nolan  RM 


Grace  Community 

Associate 

Associate 

Associate 

Lakeview 

Mangum 

Morningside 

New  Creation 

Noel 

Associate 
North  Highlands 
St.  James- Jewella 
St.  Luke's 
St.  Paul 

Summer  Grove 

Associate 

Vivian 

Zwolle-Bayou  Scie 


Robert  A.  Weber 
Sione  Tu'uta  PE 
(Richard  P.  Varner  PL) 
(Christopher  B.  Williams  PL) 
William  Winfrey  Alley 
Steven  W.  Caraway 
H.  Elizabeth  Love  Tu'uta 
(Clyde  T.  Smith  PL) 

David  F.  Fortuna 
M.  Theresa  McConnell 
Sandra  B.  Huber 
Willie  L.  Henry 
Joseph  M.Donakey  PE 
Kenneth  M.  Fisher 
W.  Mark  Strickland 
Stephen  N.  Rfe  PE 
Ramonalynn  Bethley 
Bonita  C.  Davis  PE 


Special  Appointments  Within 
Connectional  Structure 


Conference  Staff 
Provost 

Director  of  Volunteers  in  Mission 
Director  of  Youth  Ministries 
Sr.  Advisor/Consult.,  LA  UM  Foundation 
Director,  LA  UM  Foundation 
Executive  Director  of  Administrative  Services/ 
Treasurer/Secretary /Statistician 
Executive  Director  Conf.  Missions  &  Min. 
Director  of  Special  Ministries 

Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness 
Director  of  Spiritual  Formation 
Director  of  Parish  Development 

Staff  of  General  Agencies 
Director  of  Higher  Ed.  &  Min. 


Donald  C  Cottrill  BR 
Larry  D.  Norman  BR 
Tom  Dolph  BR 
Kenneth  R.  Reed  RM  BR 
Michael  D.  Reeves  OF  BR 

Carl  E.  Rhoads,  III  BR 
Rena  M.  Yocom  FD  BR 
Alonzo  J.  Campbell  NS 


Carole-Cotton  Winn  NS 
John  M.  Winn,  Jr.  NS 


Joaquin  Garcia  FD  MN 


Faculty  and  Administrators  of  United  Methodist  Theological  Schools  and  Other 
Educational  Institutions 

Asst.  Professor  of  Congregational  Leadership,  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology,  Kansas  City,  MO  Robert  K.  Martin  AL 

Asst.  Prof.  Of  Church  History  &  Methodist  Studies, 

Phillips  Theological  Seminary.Tulsa,  OK  Ellen  J.  Blue  NO 

Asst.  Prof.  Of  Theology,  St.  Joseph's  University, 

Philadelphia,  PA  Millicent  C  Feske  NO 

Academic  Dean/Professor  of  Excellence,  American  Baptist  College, 


Nashville, TN 
Adjunct  Professor,  Religion  &  Philosophy, 
Dillard  University,  New  Orleans 
President,  The  Jefferson  Circle 

Campus  Ministers 

Wesley  Foundation,  Louisiana  State  Univ. 
Southern  University 

Wesley  Foundation,  McNeese  State  Univ. 
Tulane  University 
Tulane  University 

Wesley  Foundation,  Grambling  State  Univ. 
Wesley  Foundation,  Louisiana  Tech  Univ. 

Special  Appointments  to  Extension  Ministries 


Graham  P.  Matthews,  Jr.  NO 

W.  Dwight  Ramsey  NO 
David  G.Trickett  NO 


Shawn  M.  Anglim  PE  BR 
Rodney  D.  Wooten  BR 
Angela  C.  Bulhof  PE  LC 
Judith  A.  Shema  NO 
Maximillian  Zehner  PE  NO 
Connie  Breaux  FD  RS 
Scott  E.  Wright  RS 


Armed  Forces  and  Veterans  Administration  Chaplaincy 

US  Air  Force  w.  Scott  Adams  SH 


Walton  C.  Dunbar  AC 


Health  Care  Fields,  Community  Service  Organizations  and  Other  Related 
Ministries 

Chaplain,  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes,  Lafayette 
Chap.,Tri-Cities  Hospice  &  Counseling  Ctr., 

Kennewick,  WA 
District  Missioner 

Exec.  Dir.,  Wesleyan  Sr.  Living  Foundation. 


Jose  Garcia  AC 
Richard  C.  Hooton  AL 
Ronald  D.  Dauphin  BR 


See  Appointments,  page  7 
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Children  from  Abbeville  United  Methodist  Church  participate  in  a  Treasure  Hunt 
designed  to  explore  the  meaning  of  Easter. 


Abbeville  UMC  hosts  treasure  hunt 


A  Treasure  Hunt  was  held  on  April  19 
at  the  home  of  one  of  the  members  of 
Abbeville  UMC  to  explore  the  meaning 
of  Easter. 

On  Saturday  morning,  children  and 
youth  (as  well  as  adults)  we  treated  to  an 
expedition  that  focused  on  Holy  Week. 
Thirteen  cards  with  scriptures  from  the 
events  of  Palm  Sunday  through  the 
event  of  the  empty  tomb  were  read  by 
an  adult. 

The  children  who  were  divided  into 
groups  of  three  according  to  height  were 
asked  to  think  about  the  scripture  and 
then  with  the  rhyme  on  the  reverse  side 
were  encouraged  to  find  the  symbols 
hidden  throughout  the  property  and 


when  found  match  them  with  the  time 
line  presented.  Colored  ribbons  were 
attached  to  both  the  scripture  card  and 
the  symbol  making  it  easier  for  the  chil¬ 
dren  to  match  them  up. 

Some  of  the  symbols  used  were  a 
challis,  a  cross,  a  perfume  bottle  and 
bread.  For  the  final  scripture  card,  all 
came  together  as  a  group  and  searched 
for  the  last  “treasure”,  an  empty  box. 
When  it  was  opened,  the  children 
exclaimed,  “It’s  empty,”  and  after  a 
moment’s  hesitation  shouted,  “He’s 
alive!”  A  picnic  and  puppet  show  fol¬ 
lowed  the  hunt  which  was  coordinated 
by  Eileen  Bonner,  Donna  Perry  and 
Deborah  Veazey. 


A  packed  crowd  watched  the  performance  of  the  Last  Supper  presented  by 
Covenant  UMC  in  Lafayette  on  Friday,  April  1 7th.  Performers  were  the  twelve 
disciples  who  were  portrayed  by  Clifton  August,  Jack  Bolinger,  Greg  Bruton, 
Terry  Chambers,  Ken  Cheshire,  Andy  Eckel,  Paul  Guilbeau,  Wally,  Manual,  Steve 
Mason,  Dr.Tracy  Richardson,  Richard  Sudduth,  and  Nick  Wolfe  and  Jesus  by 
Kody  Bowen  with  Kellie  Kinsland  as  the  narrator.  This  was  an  outstanding  pres¬ 
entation  of  our  Lord's  last  supper. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
Acadiana  District  Communication  Advisor: 

La  Juana  Handschin 
105  Breton  Dr. 

Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(337)  856-4665  (337)  235-0080  fax 
HandschinD@aol.com 


Oscar  Johnson  and 
Rev.  Clifton  Conrad,  Sr. 
stand  next  to  the  new 
sign  at  Calvary  United 
Methodist  Church. 


Calvary  UMC  celebrates  long  history 


Calvary  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Thibodaux  is  one  of  the  older 
Methodist  Churches  in  Louisiana. 
The  pastor  for  the  past  ten  years, 
Clifton  Conrad,  relates  that  a  lot  of 
history  has  taken  place  at  Calvary 
UMC. 

In  1866,  the  Freedman’s  Aid 
Society  purchased  a  lot  from  Rachel 
Tabor.  The  Society  was  aimed  at  the 
“aiding  of  Colored  People,  who 
called  themselves  Christians.”  A 
building  located  elsewhere  in  the 
state  was  torn  down  and  the  lumber 
brought  to  Thibodaux  by  barge. 
Under  the  direction  of  the 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  North,  a  church 
was  established. 

The  original  church  was  built  in 
1867  under  the  leadership  of  Rev. 
William  Murrell.  In  1885,  the  church 
was  rebuilt  while  Rev.  G.  W.  Lacey 


was  pastor.  Although  the  roof  was 
repaired  in  1930,  extensive  renova¬ 
tion  wasn’t  done  until  1976  under 
Rev.  Taft  Bowie 

The  Calvary  United  Methodist 
Church  was  used  as  a  school  for 
black  children  until  the  1920’s  when 
the  state  established  schools. 

During  the  1995  conference  year, 
the  church  (which  has  stood  since 
1885)  received  a  historical  marker 
from  the  Commission  on  Archives 
and  History.  The  church  has  been 
added  on  to  and  redone  inside  and 
out.  It  has  a  beautiful  wooden 
curved  altar  that  has  been  stripped 
down  to  its  original  wood  and 
sealed.  The  church  is  growing  and 
stretching  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
members  today.  Nine  years  ago  a 
Little  Women’s  Circle  (UMW)  was 
formed  for  those  girls  between  the 
ages  of  13  and  18. 


Disaster  Recovery  continues  Lili  clean-up 


Sarah  Schoeffler,  Director  of 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Disaster 
Recovery,  along  with  Volunteers  of 
America,  Options  for  Independence, 
and  volunteers  throughout  the  state 
canvassed  neighborhoods  and  areas 
affected  by  Hurricane  Lili  which 
occurred  in  September  of  2002. 

Forty- four  out  of  Louisiana’s  sixty- 
seven  parishes  were  declared  a  disas¬ 
ter  by  FEMA. 

Presendy  they  are  working  with 
ten  of  these  parishes  and  beyond 
when  called  upon.  Volunteer  teams 
from  throughout  the  United  States 
and  some  foreign  countries  are  help¬ 
ing  to  restore  quality  of  life  to  those 
in  need. 

The  teams  come  in  with  their  gifts 
of  time,  labor  and  about  $1,000. 
Recendy  Bishop  Hutchinson  and  his 
cabinet  came  for  two  days  to  work  on 


an  elderly  lady’s  home  in  Broussard. 
They  did  sheet  rock  work,  glazed 
windows  and  purchased  a  new  stove 
for  the  home. 

Social  workers  are  closely  involved 
with  the  people  affected.  They  talk 
with  the  people  about  apprehension 
and  bringing  them  hope  so  they  can 
reach  a  place  of  recovery.  They  also 
help  them  set  up  a  plan  for  recovery. 

This  project  is  supported  through 
UMCOR,  Annual  Conference  and 
churches  that  give  to  Disaster  Relief. 
With  offices  both  in  Lafayette  and 
Dulac,  a  total  of  260  cases  were  iden¬ 
tified.  Sixty  cases  of  debris  cleaning 
and  52  home  repairs  have  been  com¬ 
pleted. 

If  you  would  have  a  few  hours  to 
spare  and  would  like  to  volunteer, 
contact  Elizabeth  Bodin  at  (337)  234- 
1179. 
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Warren  Carter,  Pherigo  Professor  of  New  Testament  for  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology,  served  as  Bible  Study  leader  for  this  year's  conference.  His  thought 
provoking  series  on  the  plumbline,  sackcloth  and  ashes,  and  being  salt  of  the 
earth  was  eagerly  anticipated  every  morning  by  members  of  the  conference. 

Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Conference, 


was  announced  that  21  awards  of 
$1000  each  were  made  to  this  year’s 
Daughenbaugh-Matheny  scholars.  In 
addition,  $15,000  was  contributed  by 
the  1000  Club  toward  the  $35,000 
goal  being  sought  to  construct  a 
sanctuary  for  Spean  Chivit  (The 
Bridge  of  Life)  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Koki,  Cambodia. 

Lay  and  Clergy  Sessions  were  also 
held  Wednesday  afternoon  in  the 
Gold  Dome  and  Brown  Chapel, 
respectively. 

Later  in  the  conference,  members 
learned  that  a  special  offering  and  a 
mission  walk  generated  $8,976  for 
the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  of 
New  Orleans.  It  was  also  announced 
that  over  $4,000  had  been  raised  for 
“Tool  Time,”  this  year’s  mission  proj¬ 
ect  aimed  at  providing  the  contents 
for  a  trailer  that  will  be  used  by  the 
United  Methodist  Disaster  Recovery 
Office  in  Lafayette. 

During  the  conference,  a  brief  visit 
was  paid  by  Francis  Asbury,  better 
known  in  modern  life  as  Steve 
Stevens,  who  addressed  the  confer¬ 
ence  in  period  costume. 

The  Episcopal  Address,  delivered 
by  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  on 
Thursday  morning,  focused  on  some 
of  the  pressing  financial  needs  expe- 
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rienced  within  the  conference.  He 
addressed  the  decline  in  overall 
membership,  citing  that  in  2002,  51 
percent  of  all  United  Medrodist 
churches  in  the  conference  had  no 
new  members  joining  the  congrega¬ 
tion  by  profession  of  faith. 

Hutchinson  indicated  that  the 
reduction  of  the  number  of  districts 
from  nine  to  seven  might  give  the 
annual  conference  additional  fund¬ 
ing  to  redirect,  and  that  the  imple¬ 
mentation  of  “cooperative”  parishes 
with  larger  and  smaller  churches 
might  help  revitalize  congregations. 

Warren  Carter,  Pherigo  Professor 
of  New  Testament  for  St.  Paul  School 
of  Theology,  served  as  Bible  Study 
leader  for  this  year’s  conference.  His 
thought  provoking  series  on  the 
plumbline,  sackcloth  and  ashes,  and 
being  salt  of  the  earth  was  eagerly 
anticipated  every  morning  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  conference. 

Special  worship  services  included 
“Passing  of  the  Mantle”  and  recogni¬ 
tion  of  retirees,  the  Ordination  serv¬ 
ice  at  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Shreveport,  a  repentance  and  rec¬ 
onciliation  service,  and  a  memorial 
service  honoring  those  clergy  and 
clergy  spouses  who  have  died  during 
fire  past  year. 
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Staff  Chaplain,  Our  Lady  of  the  Lake  Hosp.,  BR 

Barbara  S.  Duke  BR 

LA  Attorney  Disciplinary  Board 

Bernadine  Johnson  FD  BR 

Chaplain,  Dixon  Correctional  Facility 

James  W.  Jones  RM  BR 

Staff  Chap.,  Univ.  of  Alabama  Hosp.,  Birmingham 

Virginia  D.  Millet  BR 

Safe  House 

Christine  A.  Roberts  PD  BR 

Exec.  Vice  President,  Victorious  Christian  Living 

John  H.  Sewell  BR 

Chaplain,  Memorial  Hospital,  Lake  Charles 

David  R.  DeWitt  LC 

Chap., Harris  County  Psych  Ctr.,  Houston,  TX 

A. Swindell  Hodges  LC 

Chap.,  Houston  Hospice,  North  Ofc.,  Houston  TX 

Daniel  H.  Miller  LC 

Coordinator,  Whistle  Stop,  Lake  Charles 

Dorothy  J.  Smith  LC 

Spiritual  Counselor  &  Psychotherapist,  Cancer  Treatment  Center, 

St.  Vincent  Hosp.,  Santa  Fe,  NM 

Lou  Ann  Asbury  MN 

Dir.,  Community  Services,  Brd.  of  Child  Care, 

Baltimore,  MD 

Paul  E.  Sabin  MN 

The  People's  Inst.  For  Survival  &  Beyond 

C.  David  Billings,  Jr.  NO 

Director  of  Clinical  Hypnotherapy,  Pendleton 

Hospital 

Paul  G.  Durbin  RM  NO 

McFarland  Institute 

(W.  Craig  Gilliam)  NO 

McFarland  Institute 

Cindy  M.Graber  NO 

Chaplain/Pastoral  Counselor, 

M.D.  Anderson  Hospital,  Houston.TX 

Maria  J.  Kennedy  NO 

District  Missioner 

Barbara  J.  Murray  FD  NO 

Belief-Focused  Care  &  Healing 

Springfield,  IL 

Roy  B.  Nash  RM  NO 

Chap./Dir.  Pastoral  Care,  Pendleton  Hospital 

Judy  E.  Nelson  NO 

Wesley  Comm.  Center,  Atlanta,  GBGM 

William  C.Taylor  NO 

Chap./Dir.  of  Christ.  Ed.,Meth.  Child.  Home 

Mickey  D.  Stringfield  RS 

Nurse  Practioner/lnst.  Dept.  Ped.  LSU  Med 

Hubert  F.  Debo  FD  SH 

Director,  YWCA  Women's  Crisis  Services 

Rachel  L.  Scott  DM  SH 

Appointments  Beyond  the  Ministry 

Usually  Extended  Through  the  Local  Church 

Exec.  Dir.,  Community  Media,  Inc. 

Durham,  North  Carolina 

Cathy  S. Carlson  MN 

Special  Appointments  to  Other  Valid  Ministries 

Appointed  to  Attend  School 

Atlanta  Theological  Association, 

Columbia  Theological  Seminary 

JoBeth  Kee-Rees  PM  NO 

Incapacity  Leave 

Sidney  Earl  Irving  AL 

John  C.  Coker,  Sr.  BR 

J.  Sidney  Montegudo  FD  BR 

Samuel  D.  Reeves  BR 

(Burnell  Bell  FL)  NO 

Lance  E.  Brown  PM  NO 

(Charles  R.Cosentino  FL)NS 

Leave  of  Absence 

Debra  K.  Brazzel  AC 

Deborah  L.  Drash  BR 

Carolyn  Stokes  Lambert  BR 

Randall  K.  Nichols  BR 

Karen  F.  Davis  NO 

Erika  S.  Fadel  NO 

Richard  Michael  Boyett  SH 

Bryan  S  Dauphin  SH 

Walter  L.  Parr,  Jr.  SH 

Benjamin  Santana-Ruiz  PE  SH 

Deaconesses 

Leave  of  Absence 

Carolina  Labrada  AL 

Outreach  Ministries,  Jordan 

Elsie  Cyrus  BR 

Community  Services,  Baton  Rouge 

Hallique  Dawson  BR 

Juanita  L.lvie  R  NO 

Evelyn  Murphree  R  NO 

Transferred  Out 

John  Edd  Harper  Florida 

July  1,2002 

Roy  T.  James  Texas 

June  1,2003 

Transferred  In 

William  Winfrey  Alley  Southwest  Texas 

June  1,2003 

Angela  C.  Bulhof  PE  Central  Pennsylvania 

June  1,2003 

Thomas  A.  Dunbar  Texas 

June  1,2003 

Pharr  Chapel  celebrates  125th  year 


On  May  18,  2003,  Pharr  Chapel  in 
Morgan  City  celebrated  their  125th 
anniversary.  In  1878,  the  Pharr  Chapel 
was  built  on  land  purchased  by  Capt. 
And  Mrs.  John  Newton  Pharr.  The  first 
pastor  was  Rev.  A.  E.  Clay.  In  1936  an 
education  building  was  erected  and  in 
1948  a  second  story  was  added  to  that 
building.  Hurricane  Betsy  in  1965  and 
Hurricane  Andrew  in  1992  took  a  toll  on 
the  church;  however,  it  is  now  restored 
and  functioning  again.  Their  current 
pastor  is  Rev.  Newton  Horne,  Jr. 

On  the  day  of  the  celebration  (that 
was  dedicated  to  Thomas  Devance 


“Boogie”  Hamilton),  Bishop  Hutchinson 
delivered  the  sermon  to  an  overflow 
crowd.  Sunday  school  children  released 
500  balloons  to  help  in  the  celebration 
and  a  luncheon  was  held  following  the 
service.  Honored  guests  were  Bishop 
Hutchinson,  District  Superintendent, 
Roger  Lathan,  former  pastors:  Rev.  Bob 
Bengston,  Rev.  Calvin  Lapuyade  and  Rev. 
Tommy  Bergeron;  descendents  of  John 
Pharr;  granddaughter,  June  Pharr  Gage, 
great  granddaughters,  Kathrine  Gage 
and  Jane  Pharr  Stewart,  great  grandson, 
Mim  Gage,  Jr.  and  great  great  grand¬ 
daughter,  Amy  Gage. 
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Retiree  Rev. Terry  Willis  "passes  the  mantle"  to  new  elder  in  full  connection  Rev. 
Helen  Elizabeth  Love  Tu'uta  at  the  2003  Annual  Conference.  Photo  by  Tim  Hebert. 


The  following  people  were  commissioned  as  probationary  elders:  Jean  Mack 
Foreman,  Heather  L.  Haussler,  Ben  McGehee,  David  R.  Melville,  James  Moore,  Erin 
J.  Oliver,  Leslie  Gatlin  Stephens,  and  Max  Zehner.  Monica  G.  Monk,  previously 
commissioned,  will  continue  as  a  probationary  member.  Photo  by  Betty  Backstrom. 


Helen  Elizabeth  Love  Tu'uta,  Joshua  Douglas  Milliron  and  Cindy  Graber  were 
ordained  as  elders  in  full  connection  with  the  conference.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


A  Memorial  Service,  above,  was  held  memory  of  clergy  and  their  spouses  who 
have  passed  away  since  last  year's  Annual  Conference. This  year's  message  was 
delivered  by  Rev.  Marva  Mitchell,  pastor  of  Felicity  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans.  Rev.  Mitchell  will  also  serve  as  director  of  the  summer  camp  for 
Peoples  Community  Center,  also  in  the  Crescent  City. 

"I  hope  that  the  service  brought  comfort  to  those  who  are  left  behind.  The  text  I 
used  spoke  to  the  blessings  of  former  generations  passed  on  as  a  foundation  for 
their  loved  ones.  God  has  ordered  the  steps  of  his  people,  and  has  left  us  with  His 
wisdom,  which  he  is  ever  giving  liberally.  His  children  become  a  blessing,  blessed 
by  the  life  their  parents  lived,  with  building  blocks  of  leadership,  wisdom,  family, 
and  experience,"  said  Mitchell.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Benson 


Freeland 


Bricker 


Conrad  Ford 


McDonald 


Rousseau 


Slaughter 


Town  &  Country  Awards  recognize 
excellence  in  smaller  churches 


The  Town  &  Country  Award,  a 
recognition  of  excellence  in  smaller 
United  Methodist  churches,  was 
given  to  12  pastors  at  the  Town  & 
Country  Ministries  dinner  yesterday 
evening.  This  year’s  recipients,  by  dis¬ 
trict,  included:  Acadiana-Rev.  Clifton 
C.  Conrad  Sr.,  Calvary  and  Rev.  David 
Bricker,  First  in  Berwick;  Alexandria- 
Rev.  William  McDonald,  Glenmora- 
Boyce,  First  and  Rev.  Ross  Ford, 
Lecompte-Bayou  Chico-Cheneyville; 


Baton  Rouge-Rev.  Demetric  L. 
Slaughter,  Wilson,  Wesley-Asbury; 
Lake  Charles-Rev.  Ted  Freeland, 
Wesdake;  Monroe-Rev.  Fred  Fulton, 
Tallulah;  New  Orleans-Rev.  Duck  Yun 
Cha,  Korean;  North  Shore-Rev.  Larry 
K  Benson  Jr.,  Lacomb;  Ruston-Rev. 
Charles  R.  Penuell,  Athens  and  Rev. 
Raymond  Crofoot,  Douglas- 
Choudrant;  and  Shreveport-Rev. 
Emile  Rousseau,  Hosston-Gilliam- 
Belcher. 


The  Academy  for  Spiritual 
Leadership 
invites  you  to  come 

Into  the  Stillness: 

A  Silent  Retreat 
for  men  and  women 

July  14-17, 2003 
Monday  through  Thursday 
The  Conference  Center 
Woodworth,  LA 

For  more  info  contact: 
Shannon  Sandifer 
225-346-1646 
ssandifer2@bellsouth.net 


Annual  Conference 
recordings  available 

Audio  and  video  tapes  of  a  limited 
number  of  events  from  this  year’s 
annual  conference  can  be  ordered 
through  J.  M.  Productions  of 
Shreveport. 

Tapes  of  events  such  as  the 
Episcopal  Address,  the  Passing  of  the 
Mantle  service  and  the  Ordination 
service  can  be  ordered  by  printing 
out  the  form  found  on  the  confer¬ 
ence  website  and  mailing  it  with  the 
payment  to  J.  M.  Productions.  Audio 
tapes  are  $7  each,  and  videotapes  are 
$18  each. 


Unique  harvest  /4 


■  Shreveport 
District  /  4 

■  New  Orleans 
District  /  5 

■  Ruston 
District  /  7 


■  L 


•MK’ 


CHURCH  CONFERENCE  MINISTRIES 


VOL 4,  NO.  12  BATON  ROUGE,  LA  June  27, 2003 

Cottrill  appointed  to  serve  Conference  as  provost 


Rev.  Don  Cottrill, 
immediate  past  pastor 
of  Rayne  Memorial 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  New 
Orleans,  is  now  serving 
the  annual  conference 
as  Provost. 

The  creation  of  the 
Provost  position  was  Cottrill 
part  of  a  report  pre¬ 
sented  at  the  2003  La.  Annual 
Conference,  which  was  voted  into  place 
by  the  membership. 


As  Provost,  Cottrill  will  represent  the 
episcopal  office  and  perform  administra¬ 
tive  functions  of  that  office  in  the 
Bishop’s  absence. 

‘‘The  Annual  Conference  session 
affirmed  our  mission  to  ‘Raise  Up 
Spiritual  Leaders’  through  bold  decisions 
on  untried  paths.  This  spiritual  adven¬ 
ture  has  taken  on  the  flesh  of  a  new 
organization  in  order  to  accomplish  our 
goals. 

“I  join  with  you  in  praying  that  we  will 
keep  our  new  organization  as  the  tool  to 
accomplish  the  goal,  and  that  it  not 


become  the  goal  instead.  Just  imagine 
what  our  Louisiana  Methodist  move¬ 
ment  can  do  if  we  allow  ourselves  to  be 
used  by  Christ,”  said  Cottrill. 

Cottrill  also  assumes  some  of  the 
duties  previously  performed  by  Dr.  Rena 
Yocom,  who  served  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  as  Executive  Director,  Conference 
Mission  and  Ministries.  Yocom  has  taken 
the  position  of  Special  Assistant  to  the 
General  Secretary,  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  She  will  reside  in 
Edgerton,  Kansas  and  keep  an  office  in 
the  same  town. 


A  Tale  of  Two  Churches 


Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  from  New  Orleans  and  Glen  Oaks  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas  have  developed  a  special  bond  in  their  effort  to 
strengthen  the  black  church.  Bethany  hosted  a  recent  Pentecost  Celebration,  above. 


La., Texas  churches 
find  strong  bond 

BY  VALERIE  HUNTLEY 

United  Methodist  News  Service 
addresses  the  problem  that  United 
Methodists  are  facing  today: 
“decreasing  membership,  dwin¬ 
dling  attendance,  and  the  general 
falling  apart  of  things  at  the  center 
of  the  community.” 

As  several  African  American 
United  Methodist  Churches  feel 
the  brunt  of  these  difficulties, 
some  churches  are  trying  to  bring 
the  excitement  and  enthusiasm  for 
African  American  Methodist 
churches  back,  through  fellow¬ 
shipping  and  worshiping  God 
together. 

Two  such  churches  are  Bethany 
United  Methodist  Church  from 
New  Orleans  and  Glen  Oaks 
United  Methodist  Church  from 
Dallas,  Tex. 

Rev.  Hadley  R.  Edwards  and  Rev. 
Nathaniel  O.  Hearne  have  known 
each  other  for  many  years.  Hearne 
was  a  member  of  Edwards’  church 
in  Odessa,  Tex.  Through  Edwards’ 
leadership,  Hearne  decided  to 
enter  into  the  ministry. 

Since  then,  these  two  pastors 
have  kept  a  close  relationship  with 
each  other.  The  bond  they  devel¬ 
oped  has  led  to  many  visits 
between  the  churches. 

On  Sunday,  June  8,  Bethany 
hosted  a  Pentecost  Celebration. 
Hearne  and  several  of  his  church 
members  came  to  New  Orleans  for 
the  event.  He  delivered  the  ser¬ 
mon  and  his  choir  members 
joined  Bethany’s  choir  members 
See  Two  Churches,  page  2 
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Bethley 


Hills 


Daughenbaugh-Matheny 

Twenty-one  Daughenbaugh- 
Matheny  Scholarships  are  being 
awarded  for  2003-04  due  to  our 
districts  raising  an  unprecedent¬ 
ed  $21,000  in  funds. 

This  year’s  recipients  are: 

•  Heather  Bethley,  Vivian  UMC 
(Shreveport  District),  Centenary; 

Chantel  Conrad,  Calvary  UMC 
(Acadiana  District),  Dillard; 

Debra  Elsen,  Patterson  UMC 
(North  Shore  District),  Centenary; 

Tracy  Nicole  Harris, 

Cornerstone  UMC  (New  Orleans 
District),  Dillard; 

LaKesha  Harper,  Fairfield 
UMC  (Shreveport  District), 

Dillard; 

Olivia  Hamilton,  First  UMC 
(Monroe  District),  Centenary; 

Christina  Hughey,  Cascade 
UMC  (Atlanta,  GA),  Dillard; 

Darrius  D.  Hills,  Newman 
UMC  (Alexandria  District), 

Centenary; 

Ebony  Jordan,  Mason  UMC 
(Acadiana  District),  Dillard; 

La’Toya  R.  Lewis,  Warren  UMC 
(Lake  Charles  District),  Dillard; 

Katie  McKay,  St.  Andrews 
(Baton  Rouge  District), 

Centenary; 

Remekca  Owens,  Jordan  UMC 
(Baton  Rouge  District),  Dillard; 

Donald  K.  Rhea,  First  UMC 
(Acadiana  District),  Centenary; 

Joseph  A.  Robideaux,  McGuire 
UMC  (Monroe  District), 

Centenary; 

Monica  L.  Sangster, 

Cornerstone  UMC  (New  Orleans 
District),  Dillard; 

Megan  Saucier,  University 
UMC  (Lake  Charles  District), 

Centenary; 

Sarah  Stringer,  McGuire  UMC 
(Monroe  District),  Centary; 

Margaret  Trammell-Kelly,  Faith 
UMC  (Monroe  District), 

Centenary; 

Jared  Williams,  First  UMC 
(Monroe  District),  Centenary; 

Dionne  Wilson,  Mt.  Vernon 
UMC  (Acadiana  District),  Dillard; 
and  Brandon  Kyle  Wollerson,  Mt. 

Zion  UMC  (Ruston  District), 

Centenary.  Trammell-Kelly 


McKay 


Robideaux 


Rhea 


Stringer 


scholars  honored 


Conrad 


Elsen 


Wollerson 


Jordan 


Owens 


Lewis 


Saucier 


Williams 


The  World's  People  and  music  came  to  Dulac!  "Sharing  a  New 
Song"  chorus  group  of  Boston,  Mass.,  top,  sang  to  the  Clanton 
Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  and  community.  Included  in  the 
group  were  people  from  South  Africa,  Guyana,  Russia,  Jamaica,  as 
well  as  many  people  from  the  northeast.  This  was  their  first  U.S. 
tour.  They  came  to  meet  the  Houma  Indians  and  honored  them  by 
performing  a  poem,  written  by  Oradel  Morris  of  Houma,  as  a  beau¬ 
tiful  choral  arrangement. The  group  also  performed  at  Grand 
Caillou  Middle  School.  The  Clanton  Chapel  and  the  Dulac 
Community  Center  treated  the  group  to  local  dishes,  including 
boiled  crabs,  shrimp  and  crawfish.  The  Native  American  Troup  also 
performed.  The  preschool  also  had  their  commencement  exercise. 
"With  the  help  of  the  Special  Ministries  Program  grant  as  seed 
money,  we  are  able  to  provide  an  excellent  program,"  said  Rev. 
Kirby  Verret,  above  right. "Much  more  is  needed  including  renovat¬ 
ing  the  preschool  building  that  was  flooded  by  Hurricane  Lili." 


Two  Churches,  from  page  1 


making  it  a  very  spirit-filled  occasion. 
It  was  a  time  to  not  only  celebrate  the 
coming  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  but  also  to 
renew  friendships  made  between 
church  members  and  just  come 
together  in  unity,  which  is  part  of 
what  Pentecost  is  about. 

The  African  proverb  “It  takes  a  vil¬ 
lage  to  raise  a  child,”  could  also  be 
applied  to  churches.  Through  their 
continued  relationship,  pastors 
Edwards  and  Hearn  show  that  it  takes 
more  than  just  one  church  and  its 
members  to  grow  a  church. 

The  unity  of  coming  together  not 
only  to  worship  but  to  share  ideas  will 


bring  back  the  spirit  and  healing 
gained  by  becoming  actively  involved 
in  doing  God’s  work  -  lifting  one 
another  up  in  spirit. 

The  idea  of  churches  uniting  their 
congregations  to  worship  God 
through  fellowship  and  church  cele¬ 
brations  is  another  way  that  churches 
can  strengthen  and  improve  the  state 
of  African  American  United  Methodist 
churches  today. 

Edwards  and  Hearn  will  unite  their 
churches  again  in  September  when 
Edwards  and  several  of  his  members 
travel  to  Glen  Oaks  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Dallas. 


Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  recently  celebrated  its  bond  with 
Glen  Oaks  UMC,  an  African  American  congregation  in  Dallas. 
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Sweetlake  United  Methodist  Church  formed  a  new  unit 
of  United  Methodist  Women  May  4,  above.  The  Lake 
Charles  District  United  Methodist  Women  held  its  annual 
Quiet  Day  at  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  in  April. Theme  for 
the  day  was  "Singing  Our  Songs  &  Telling  Our  Stories." 
The  women  raised  more  than  $450  to  support  St.  Mark's 
Community  Center. 


The  United  Methodist  Women  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Homer  and  Wesley  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church  recently  met  to  celebrate  the  102nd  birthday  of 
Evelyn  Guice,  left,  who  has  been  a  UMW  member  for  80 
years.  Her  friend  Martee  Rhea  and  Rev.  David  Dietzel  are 
pictured  with  her. 


Rubben  Geltz 


This  year's  Louisiana  Conference 
United  Methodist  Merit  Scholarships 
are  being  awarded  to  Michelle 
Rubben  and  Laura  Geltz,  both  from 
Shreveport.  Rubben  is  a  member  of 
Grace  Community  UMC  and  Geltz  is  a 
member  of  North  Highlands  UMC. 
The  scholarship  is  in  the  amount  of 
$1000  for  each  person. 


Higher  ed  scholar 
announced 


Success  of  ad  campaign  encourages  expansion  in  2005 


(UMNS)  -  The  success  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  U.S.  television  cam¬ 
paign  has  led  the  denomination’s  com¬ 
munications  officials  to  propose 
expanding  the  program  beginning  in 
2005. 

United  Methodist  Communications 
launched  the  effort,  “Igniting  Ministry,” 
in  2001  to  raise  awareness  of  the  denom¬ 
ination  through  a  series  of  national 
cable  television  commercials.  The 
expansion,  if  approved  by  the  church’s 
top  legislative  body  next  year,  would 
include  ads  designed  to  appeal  to  young 
people  as  well  as  people  outside  the 
United  States. 


“We  believe  Igniting  Ministry  has 
been  a  significant  factor  in  bringing  peo¬ 
ple  to  our  churches,”  said  the  Rev.  Larry 
Hollon,  UMCom’s  top  executive.  “In  the 
past  two  years,  we’ve  heard  many  amaz¬ 
ing  stories  of  how  the  ads’  messages 
have  touched  hearts  and  caused  them  to 
seek  fellowship  in  our  churches.” 

UMCom  will  ask  the  denomination’s 
2004  General  Conference  for  $10.25  mil¬ 
lion  annually  in  2005-08  to  continue  and 
expand  Igniting  Ministry.  General 
Conference,  which  gathers  every  four 
years,  will  meet  next  May  in  Pittsburgh. 
The  2000  assembly,  meeting  in 
Cleveland,  approved  nearly  $20  million 


in  total  funding  for  the  campaign’s  first 
four  years. 

Since  Igniting  Ministry’s  debut,  more 
than  92  million  people  have  seen  the 
denomination’s  "open  hearts,  open 
minds,  open  doors”  messages,  according 
to  UMCom  officials,  citing  statistics  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  agency’s  advertising  agency. 
Building  on  that  platform,  the  agency 
wants  to  expand  Igniting  Ministry  to 
reach  more  unchurched  people  more 
often,  both  in  the  United  States  and 
beyond. 

Under  the  plan,  Igniting  Ministry’s 
core  television  element  in  the  United 
States  would  continue  and  expand, 
Hollon  said.  “To  keep  awareness  of 
United  Methodism  and  interest  in  visit¬ 
ing  a  congregation  high  and  steady  year- 
round,  we  want  to  augment  Igniting 
Ministry’s  established  three  annual 
Lenten,  back-to-school  and  Advent  ad 
placements  with  22  additional  weeks  of 
ads  on  cable  news  networks.” 


Alcohol  essay 
winners  lauded 

The  Independent  Committee  on 
Alcohol  and  Drugs  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  United 
Methodist  Reporter  have 
announced  two  Louisiana  youth  as 
award  recipients  in  their  annual 
essay  contest. 

Tamera  Branham,  first  place 
winner  in  the  junior  high  division, 
receives  a  plaque  and  an  $800 
check  for  her  essay  entitled  “Who 
Gets  Hurt  When  People  Use 
Alcohol?" 

Laney  Branham,  honorable 
mention  in  the  senior  high  division, 
receives  a  certificate  for  her  essay 
entitled  “I  Choose  to  Grow  Up 
Alcohol-Free.” 

Both  girls,  who  happen  to  be  sis¬ 
ters,  attend  Horseshoe  Drive  United 
Methodist  Church. 


Appointments  2003 

Baton  Rouge  District 

Gonzales: 

First,  Associate 

Veronica  Pritchard 
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William  W.  Hutchinson 
Rena  Yocom 

Betty  Backstrom 
Joshua  Lewis 


Resident  Bishop 
Executive  Director, 

Conference  Mission  and  Ministries 
Editor 
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Barrett  McGee 
of  Alexandria  is 
the  recipient  of 
this  year’s  United 
Methodist 
Higher 
Education 
Foundation 
Scholarship. 

McGee,  a 
graduate  of 
Grant  High  School  and  a  member  of 
Colfax  UMC,  will  attend  Centenary 
College.  He  has  already  been  accept¬ 
ed  into  the  Centenary  College  Choir. 


McGee 


Banks  wins  award 

Ashley  Banks, 
a  graduate  of 
Denham  Springs 
High  School,  is 
the  recipient  of  a 
“Double  Dollars 
for  Scholars” 
award.  Ashley  is 
currently  a  stu¬ 
dent  at 

Oklahoma  City 

University,  a  United  Methodist 
institution  of  higher  learning. 


Laws  Reid 


Willie  Laws  and  James  Wendell  Reid 
were  ordained  deacons  as  associate 
members  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  during  ordination  serv¬ 
ices,  held  June  5  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport. 
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Benton  UMC  vineyard  bears  fruit 


“I  am  the  true  vine,  and  my  Father  is 
the  vineyard  keeper."  (John  15:1) 

Time  and  time  again  throughout  the 
Bible,  gardens — especially  vineyards — 
are  used  to  illustrate  the  speaker’s  mean¬ 
ing.  Jesus  used  the  vineyard  analogy  fre¬ 
quently  in  his  teachings,  likening  the 
grape  vine  to  God’s  people. 

The  people  of  Benton  United 
Methodist  Church  can  witness  firsthand 
exactly  what  Jesus  was  describing.  They 
can  just  step  outside  and  walk  through 
the  440-foot  vineyard  planted  on  the 
church’s  property,  or  stroll  through  the 
fruit  orchard.  In  the  vineyard  are  43 
varieties  of  muscadine  vines  growing 
along  two  long  wire  rows.  In  addition, 
there  are  29  mayhaw  trees,  four 
Japanese  persimmon  trees,  five  pecan 
trees,  a  pear  tree  and  a  fig  tree. 

The  garden  project  is  the  brainchild 
of  church  member  Joseph  Pedro,  a 
Certified  Louisiana  Master  Gardener, 
who  planted  the  orchard  and  vineyard  in 
1999  in  conjunction  with  the  LSU 
Agricultural  Center  research  station  in 


Calhoun.  The  project  continues  as  a 
research  site  for  the  ag  center.  Benton 
UMC  building  sits  on  a  10-acre  piece  of 
gently  sloping  rural  property,  thus  allow¬ 
ing  for  plenty  of  ideal  growing  space. 
“This  is  what  we  Methodists  do  so 
well... growing  things,”  says  Pedro,  as  he 
lovingly  cradles  huge  bunches  of  lus¬ 
cious  purple  and  green  grapes.  He  cares 
for  the  garden  by  regularly  pruning,  fer¬ 
tilizing,  and  spraying  the  plants,  plus 
setting  up  and  maintaining  a  drip  irriga¬ 
tion  system  in  the  vineyard.  Pedro  lived 
in  California  a  number  of  years  where  he 
noticed  many  churches  had  beautiful 
vineyards,  many  out  in  front  of  the 
buildings.  Once  he  became  a  master 
gardener  in  Louisiana,  he  wanted  to 
establish  something  similar  at  his  home 
church.  “What  better  place  to  have 
these  plants  than  at  the  Lord’s  house?” 
he  says. 

For  more  information,  visit  the  fol¬ 
lowing  web  site:  www.nwlamg.org 
click  on  “projects”,  and  look  for  “Benton 
Block.” 


Benton  United  Methodist  Church  member  Joseph  Pedro  inspects  muscadines  growing 
in  the  vineyard  he  planted  on  his  church's  property. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
Shreveport  District  Communication  Advisor: 


Ginger  Rogers 
5722  Grover  PL 
Shreveport,  LA 

(318)  212-8924,  (318)  861-6024 
vrogers@citistreetonline.com 


Presenters  for  a  recent  "Children's  Ministry"  workshop  surround  the  worship  cen¬ 
ter  at  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in  Bossier  City. 


Estella  Word  White  celebrated  her  104th  birthday  Oct.  6,  in  her  home  on  Madison 
Street  in  Mansfield.  Her  daughter-in-law  and  caregiver  Gladys  White  welcomed  a 
visit  from  the  Wesley  United  Methodist  Women,  who  came  bearing  cake  and  ice 
cream. 


June  27,2003 
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The  1000  Club  raised  nearly  $3,000  at  a  recent  event  in  Metairie. 


1 000  Club  fundraiser  a  success 


On  Friday,  May  9,  the  New  Orleans 
District  Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club 
held  a  fundraiser  dinner  and  auction  at 
Andrea’s  Restaurant  in  Metairie.  A  total 
of  50  people  attended  from  all  over  the 
New  Orleans  area.  The  gathering 
enjoyed  not  only  the  food  that  Andrea 
prepared  but  the  fellowship  as  well.  St. 
Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  had 
approximately  25  members  in  atten¬ 
dance.  Cathy  Anderson,  a  member  of  St. 
Luke’s  volunteered  her  time  to  play  her 
harp  during  the  dinner  and  Keith 
Fawcett,  also  a  member  of  St.  Luke’s,  vol¬ 
unteered  to  act  as  auctioneer  for  the 
night  and  did  an  outstanding  job. 


Fawcett  is  ready  to  do  it  again  and  many 
agreed  he  was  the  perfect  man  for  the 
job.  “Elvis  the  Kingfish”  was  purchased 
and  donated  to  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home. 

Rev.  Wes  Reagan,  pastor  at  St.  Luke’s, 
made  two  loaves  of  bread  for  the  auction 
and  both  of  them  were  purchased  by 
two  of  St.  Luke’s  members,  Jane  Rogers 
and  Ann  Elliot  for  a  total  of  $50.  The 
final  count  for  the  fund  raiser  was  a 
profit  of  $2,958.  Doris  Happel  sends 
thanks  to  all  who  supported  the  “1000 
Club”  fund  raiser. 

“We  are  all  serving  God  by  doing 
this,”  she  said. 


Faith,  fun  and  fireworks  at  Gretna  UMC 


The  United  Methodist  Men  of  Gretna 
United  Methodist  Church,  for  the  sec¬ 
ond  year,  are  sponsoring  as  a  fund  raiser 
church  nights  at  the  New  Orleans 
Zephyrs  baseball  games.  The  first 
Gretna  United  Methodist  Church  Night 
was  held  Friday,  June  13.  The  second 
game  night  for  this  season  will  be  held 
Friday,  July  18. 


Friday  night  games  were  selected 
because  of  the  fireworks  display.  The 
first  game  drew  approximately  40  con¬ 
gregation  members,  family  and  friends. 
Tickets  sold  for  $8.50  per  person. 

Anyone  interested  in  attending  and 
supporting  the  United  Methodist  Men  of 
Gretna  UMC  may  contact  Wynn  Vickers 
or  Kevin  Carman  at  (504)  366-6685. 


St.  Luke's  sends  supplies  to  U.S.  troops 


BY  DORIS  HAPPEL 

St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church 
collected  200  -  300  pounds  of  needed 
supplies  for  shipment  to  Iraq  in  support 
of  American  troops. 

The  church  sent  sunscreen,  lip  balm, 
mosquito/flea  repellent  and  other  need¬ 
ed  items. 

Beth  Weidenbacher  and  the  day- 
school  children  made  cards  to  go  along 
with  the  supplies.  On  the  cards  the  chil¬ 


dren  wrote  “Thank  you  for  keeping  us 
safe.”  The  supplies  were  delivered  to 
Lakeside  Mall  on  Monday,  April  21  and 
Army  personnel  transported  them  to 
Belle  Chasse  Naval  Station  for  trans¬ 
portation  via  a  naval  ship  on  Friday, 
April  25,  free  of  charge. 

Lakeside  Shopping  Mall  has  a  Cajun 
Supply  Box  to  receive  donations  of  sup¬ 
plies  throughout  the  conflict  to  assist 
American  soldiers. 


Aurora  UMC  welcomes  new  minister 


Rev.  Hulen  C.  Warren,  Jr.  and  his 
wife  Debra  were  welcomed  to  Aurora 
United  Methodist  Church  at  a  recep¬ 
tion  on  Sunday  July  15,  at  9  a.m.  in 
the  Family  Life  Center  of  the  church. 


Warren  came  to  Aurora  from 
Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  UMC  in 
Bogalusa. 

Aurora  UMC  is  located  at  3300 
Eton  Street  in  Aligers. 


Boynton  United  Methodist  Church  has  reinstated  its  tutoring  program. 


At  Boyton  UMC,  outreach  equals  tutoring 


BY  REGINALD  WILLIAMS 

Boynton  United  Methodist 
Church  reinstated  its  tutorial  pro¬ 
gram  through  its  outreach  ministry. 
The  tutorial,  designed  to  reach  third 
through  sixth  graders  in  the  areas  of 
math  and  reading,  ran  for  six  consec¬ 
utive  Saturdays  from  9:30  a.m.  until 
12:30  p.m.  The  committee  felt  the 
commitment  of  the  individuals  - 
from  Pastor  Percell  Church,  Sr.,  to  the 
many  church  members  who  volun¬ 
teered  -  was  the  key  to  the  success. 
Each  used  his  or  her  unique  gifts,  tal¬ 
ents  or  abilities  commensurate  with 
the  philosophy  of  student  success  via 
the  tutorial.  The  director  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  was  Alice  E.  White,  a  retired 
elementary  teacher  from  Jefferson 
Parish.  Other  Boynton  UMC  mem¬ 
bers  are  active  or  retired  teachers 
and  lent  their  expertise  to  the  tutor¬ 
ing. 

Even  high  school  and  college  stu¬ 
dents  from  the  church  volunteered 
their  services  through  the  program. 
The  large  number  of  volunteers 
made  it  possible  to  minimize  the 
pupil-to-tutor  ratio  to  three  or  four 
students  per  teacher,  despite  having 
up  to  40  students  on  any  given 
Saturday. 

All  educational  research  indicates 
that  individual  attention  equals  aca¬ 
demic  success.  The  students  and 


teachers  alike  felt  that  the  program 
achieved  great  benefits.  The  church 
hopes  to  extend  the  program  next 
year. 

Math  and  reading  weren’t  the  only 
benefits  for  the  students.  Each  ses- 
sion  consisted  of  a  career  enrich¬ 
ment/mentoring  segment.  A  varied 
group  of  professionals  were  present 
to  discuss  their  fields  of  expertise.  A 
pharmaceutical  sales  representative, 
an  artist,  an  author  and  even  a  clerk 
of  court  were  among  the  sampling  of 
occupations  represented. 

Bodies  as  well  as  minds  were 
nourished  at  the  tutorials.  Church 
members  were  tirelessly  on  hand  to 
oversee  the  kitchen  and  food  prepa¬ 
ration. 

Red  beans  and  rice,  hot  dogs, 
spaghetti  with  meat  sauce  and  pizza 
were  just  some  of  the  delicacies 
served  to  fuel  the  young  bodies  and 
minds. 

The  members  of  Boynton  UMC 
felt  that  the  tutorial  was  of  benefit  to 
the  students  as  well  as  the  members 
of  Boynton  UMC.  The  oudying  com¬ 
munity  concurred. 

Entergy  awarded  a  $1,000  grant  to 
the  program.  By  expanding  and 
improving  the  tutorial  outreach  min¬ 
istry  of  the  church,  children  will  be 
further  assisted  with  their  academic 
pursuits. 
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2002  AWARDS  PRESENTED 
AT  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 


John  Wesley  Fellow  Award 
(UMM) 

Rev.  Harold  Babin 


United  Methodist  Women 
Award 

Dr.  Rena  Yocom 


Sojourner  Truth  Award 
(La.  Commission  on  Status 
and  Role  of  Women) 

Rev.  Cathy  Arends 
Paracletia,  Inc. 


Campus  Minister 
of  the  Year 

(UM  Higher  Education 
Foundation) 

Rev.  Shawn  Anglim 


Francis  Asbury  Award 
(General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry) 

Rev.  Eugene  Finnell 


J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Sr. 
Award  for  Preaching 
(La.  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation) 

Rev.  David  Bazer 
(posthumous) 


Calvin  Freeman  Hilliard  Humphreys 


Sanson  Stephens  Willis 


The  2003  class  of  clergy  retirees  was  honored  during  the  traditional  "Passing  the 
Mantle"  service,  held  June  5,  in  the  Gold  Dome  on  the  Centenary  College  campus. 
The  eight  retirees  included  Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin,  Sr.,  Rev.  Michael  D.  Corrigan, 
Rev. Thomas  B.  Freeman,  Rev.  Clarence  L.  Hilliard,  Rev.  Charles  B.  Humphreys,  Rev. 
Riley  W.  Sanson,  Jr.,  Rev.  Ulysse  Stephens  and  Rev. Terry  C.  Willis. 


Pharr  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  recently  celebrated  its  125th 
Anniversary  with  a  host  of  festivities,  including  Sunday  School  children  releas¬ 
ing  more  than  500  balloons,  top.  Past  pastors  also  attended  the  event.  Above: 
Rev.  Bob  Bengston,  Rev.  Calvin  Lapuyade  and  Rev.  Tommy  Bergeron. 
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Ruston  District  Superintendent  Rev. Terry  Willis  was  honored  at  a  reception  marking  his 
retirement  May  6  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Arcadia. 


Leading  and  Discipling 

Young  Adults 

in  a  Changing  World 

with  Rob  Weber 


Rob  Weber,  author  of 

Visual  Leadership  and  Reconnecting, 

will  help  church  leaders  explore 

how  to  reach  and  develop  younger  generations. 


September  8th 

First  UMC 
Arcadia,  Louisiana 


For  more  information  contact  the  Ruston  District  Office 
(318)  251-2690  or  revans@mail.smu.edu 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
Ruston  District  Communication  Advisor: 

Laura  Jones 
2019  Airport  Loop 
Homer,  LA  71040 
(318)  257-4649 
lmjones@bayou.com 


Grace  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ruston  held  the  ground  breaking  of  their 
Christian  Life  Center  on  April  6.  Pictured  here  are  members  of  the  Building 
Committee.  The  $900,000  building  will  be  13,700  sq.feet.  The  best  news  is  that 
members  and  friends  have  pledged  to  pay  the  entire  amount  over  the  next  three 
years.  The  facility  will  include  a  gym,  showers,  commercial  kitchen,  youth  area, 
and  large  parlor.  Completion  is  anticipated  by  the  end  of  this  year. 

Dr.  Wayne  Evans  is  pastor  of  Grace. 


Duffy 

Robbins 


Youth  Leader  Training 

October  3  &  4 

Trinity  UMC 

Ruston,  Louisiana 

For  more  info  contact  Ruston  District 
Office  (318)  251-2690 
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Snapshots  of  Annual  Conference  2003 
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Members  of  a  band  from  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  Southeastern  Louisiana  University  in 
Hammond  entertain  during  Annual  Conference  proceedings. 


Dr.  Anita  Crump  shares  a  laugh  with  Dr.  Rena  Yocom  and  Rev.  Judy  Shema  in  the  Gold 
Dome  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport.  Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis  and  Tim  Hebert. 


Delegates  to  General  Conference,  left  and  Jurisdictional  Conference,  above,  were  elected  at  this 
year's  Annual  Conference  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport.  Below,  a  ceremony  honored  those 
who  completed  License  to  Preach  school. 


Editor's  note:  We  hope  you  enjoy 
this  special  edition  of  La.  Now!  devot¬ 
ed  to  telling  the  stories  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Volunteers  in 
Mission  -  volunteers  in  action,  who 
demonstrate  their  faith  by  helping 
others,  here  at  home  and  around  the 
world. 

We  would  also  like  to  extend  spe¬ 
cial  thanks  to  writer  Diane  Haag  and 
photographer  Robert  Ruiz  of  The 
Times  for  allowing  us  to  reprint  for 
our  readers  their  recent  coverage  of  a 
LAVIM  mission  to  Reynosa,  Mexico. 

Service  key 
to  evangelism 

BY  DIANE  HAAG 
THE  TIMES 

REYNOSA,  Mexico  —  Paint 
sprayer  in  hand,  Craig  Shaw  evangel¬ 
ized  to  the  Mexican  people  in  his 
own  way. 

He  doesn’t  speak  Spanish,  and 
didn’t  run  into  too  many  locals  as 
part  of  a  construction  team  in 
Reynosa,  Mexico,  but  the  truck  driver 
showed  the  people  Jesus  through  his 
time,  sweat  and  talent. 

“I’m  not  a  big  evangelizer,”  he 
See  Service,  page  5 


Who  volunteers?  16 

Director's  letter  /3 

2003-04  Mission 
Schedules  /5 
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These  people  do  wonders' 


Alondra  Mereille  Garcia,  6,  holds  her  No.  33  card  for  her  place  in  line  at  the  health  clinic  at  the  community  center  at  El  Camino 
Methodist  Church  in  Reynosa, Tamaulipas,  Mexico.  A  medical  and  construction  mission  team  from  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  traveled  to  Reynosa  in  May  to  provide  free  services.  Photo  by  Robert  Ruiz/The  Times. 


Mexico  mission  teaches  God's  message  in  deeds,  not  words 


BY  DIANE  HAAG 
THE  TIMES 

REYNOSA,  Mexico  — Women  cra¬ 
dled  sick  babies  and  older  children 
played  in  front  of  the  the  El  Camino 
Methodist  Church  Fellowship  Hall 
while  the  group  waited. 

About  9  a.m.  all  attention  turned  to 
a  church  van  rumbling  down  the  heav¬ 
ily  rutted  dirt  road.  Help  for  their  itchy 
skin,  upset  stomachs  and  runny  noses 
was  arriving. 

A  team  of  23  doctors,  nurses  and  lay 
people  with  no  medical  training  from 
Shreveport’s  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  unloaded  supplies, 
sanitized  folding  tables  and  within 
minutes  set  up  their  first  “clinic”  of  a 
mid-May,  four-day  mission  trip  to  this 
crowded  city  in  the  northeast  corner  of 
Mexico. 

As  participants  in  Volunteers  in 
Mission,  an  international  missions 
program  within  the  Methodist  Church, 
the  Broadmoor  team  is  one  of  23  med¬ 
ical  and  construction  teams  from 
Louisiana  that  will  make  the  trip  to  the 
city  of  800,000  right  across  the  border 


from  McAllen,  Texas,  this  year.  The 
next  Louisiana  team  —  from  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Hammond  —  travels  this  week. 

By  American  standards,  the  single 
room  with  two  rows  of  tables  was  a 
poor  excuse  for  a  doctor’s  office.  Wide 
open  windows  let  dust  fly  into  the 
unair-conditioned  space  shared  by 
receptionists,  nurses  and  doctors.  A 
counter  in  the  back  proved  a  perfect 
space  for  the  pharmacy  of  donated 
medicine  transported  in  plastic  boxes. 

For  their  patients,  who  didn’t  have 
access  to  government  health  care,  this 
was  the  only  medical  treatment  they 
could  afford. 

“These  people  do  wonders,”  said 
Jaun  “Johnny”  Garcia,  a  translator  from 
Weslaco,  Texas.  “People  really  need 
doctors.  Ever)'  little  bit  helps.” 

Missionary  work  is  just  as  important 
to  those  who  give  it  as  to  those  who 
receive  it. 

"You  need  to  go  because  Jesus 
went,”  said  Guillermo  "Willie”  Berman, 

See  Reynosa,  page  4 


By  the  numbers 

Here  are  some  statistics 
about  Broadmoor’s  recent  mis¬ 
sion  trip  and  Methodist  mis¬ 
sions  nationally. 

LAVIM  medical  teams  to 
Reynosa  in  2003: 23. 

Donations  to  all  missions 
from  Louisiana  in  2002: 
$739,000. 

Value  of  donated  labor  by 
Louisiana  missionaries  in  2002: 
$15,324,269. 

Patients  served  by 
Broadmoor  team  in  May,  major 
ity  of  which  were  children:  240. 

Average  monthly  salary  in 
Reynosa:  $200. 

Cheapest  medical  service 
with  medication  at  regular  clin¬ 
ic:  $25. 

Source:  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  Willie 
Berman 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


"I  don't  want  to 

Going  on  Renewal  Leave  must  be 
somewhat  akin  to  planning  for  retire¬ 
ment.  For  months  you  think  about 
“What  am  I  going  to  do  on  this  renew¬ 
al  leave?  How  am  I  going  to  spend  my 
time?”  And  for  some  that  answer 
comes  quite  easily. 

I  have  talked  with  my  colleague 
Bishops  and  they  tell  me  of  their  plans 
to  go  to  England  and  research  the  ins 
and  outs  of  John  Wesley.  Some  go  to  a 
mountain  cabin  and  turn  out  their 
next  book.  Others  travel  to  some  exot¬ 
ic  place  to  experience  life  in  another 
culture  and  come  home  excited  about 
how  the  church  can  relate  to  that  cul¬ 
ture.  And  still  others  have  a  plan  for 
sitting  on  the  back  porch,  rocking 
away  the  time  and  just  getting  caught 
up  with  themselves. 

Then  there  are  people  like  me. 

When  I  plan  for  months  in  advance,  I 
usually  am  dealing  with  what  commit¬ 
tee  I  want  to  get  started,  or  what  pro¬ 
gram  needs  to  be  inaugurated.  I  am  so 
caught  up  in  dealing  with  today  and 
the  tremendous  needs  I  see  in  front  of 
me  that  I  don’t  think  about  what  I  am 
going  to  do  to  renew  myself.  My 
renewal  has  always  been  in  yet  anoth¬ 
er  undertaking  for  the  church,  and  has 
never  been  in  what  I  can  do  to  feed  my 
own  soul.  My  soul  has  always  been  fed 
by  my  work. 

I  sit  and  think  to  myself  about 
retirement  and  somewhat  convincing¬ 
ly  tell  myself  I  can  just  enjoy  sleeping 
late,  reading  books,  going  to  movies 
when  I  want,  and  doing  what  I  please 
when  I  please  to  do  it.  (Is  that  a  realis¬ 
tic  picture  of  one  form  of  retirement?) 
But  then  when  faced  with  what  I  am 
going  to  do  for  two  months  of  Renewal 
Leave  I  can’t  seem  to  get  my  act 
together.  At  this  point  I  think  I  will  be 
a  huge  failure  at  retirement. 

Kay  and  I  are  scheduled  to  leave 
tomorrow,  July  1,  to  be  gone  for  two 
months!  Each  Bishop  is  asked  to  take 
three  months  of  renewal  leave  each 
quadrennium.  I  have  waited  until  this 
last  year  of  the  quadrennium  to  fulfill 
my  requirement  and  still  don’t  seem  to 
know  what  I  want  to  do.  We  are  going 
to  visit  family.  We  are  going  to  take  our 
granddaughter  to  Disneyland.  I  am 
going  to  attend  an  all-school  reunion 
at  the  small  country  school  where  I 
grew  up  and  where  I  was  educated 
through  the  ninth  grade.  And  I  hope 
to  write  some  reflections  on  my  jour¬ 
ney  through  life.  All  of  these  sound 
like  great  fun  to  me,  but  when  we  fin¬ 
ish  them,  then  what? 

Just  for  safe  measure  I  have  thrown 
in  a  couple  of  work  related  activities.  I 
guess  I  just  couldn’t  take  the  cold 
turkey  route.  I  will  be  the  keynote 
speaker  for  the  National  Vietnamese 
Caucus  meeting  in  Anaheim, 

California  (hence  the  Disneyland  trip!) 
on  July  24.  I  will  fly  home  for  the  next 
segment  of  the  Discerner’s  Academy 
on  August  1-3.  And  I  am  preaching  at 


fail  at  renewal" 

the  cowboy  camp 
meeting  where  I 
have  preached  for 
the  past  20  years. 
Those  should  be 
sufficient  interrup¬ 
tions  to  this  thing 
called  renewal. 

But  I  think  I  am 
missing  the  point 
of  it  all.  When  the 
Psalmist  wrote  “Be 
still  and  know  that  I 
am  God”  1  don’t  think  that  meant  “Try 
and  catch  a  glimpse  of  me  while  you’re 
on  the  run.”  I  don’t  think  that  meant, 
“Don’t  allow  yourself  enough  time  to 
live  in  silence  and  close  communion. 
Keep  the  wheels  grinding  and  you’ll  be 
happier.”  I  think  it  really  means  that 
we  need  to  stop,  relax,  reflect,  and 
renew.  It  means  that  we  can  be  so 
busy  doing  good  and  serving  the 
church  that  we  neglect  our  own  walk 
with  God.  It  means  that  we  should  be 
still  and  wait  and  listen  for  the  move¬ 
ment  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  allow  our¬ 
selves  to  have  time  to  center-in  on 
what  the  reflections  mean. 

When  the  clergy  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  say  to  me  they  are  worn 
out,  I  always  say,  “Take  care  of  yourself. 
Take  time  for  yourself.  Slow  down  and 
fill  your  spirit  with  God’s  Spirit.  Don’t 
push  beyond  the  reasonable.”  I  am 
serious  about  that  advice.  But,  it’s  eas¬ 
ier  said  than  done. 

Oh,  I’ve  slowed  down  before.  My 
best  “slow-down”  was  the  weeks  and 
months  following  my  bypass  surgery 
in  1995.  I  often  tell  Kay,  “Those  were 
the  happiest  and  best  weeks  and 
months  of  my  life.”  And  they  were!  I 
grew  in  my  closeness  to  God  in  ways 
that  continue  to  sustain  me  eight  years 
later.  But  I  was  there  because  I  was 
forced  to  be  there  by  health.  That’s  not 
a  good  way  to  go.  Why  not  go  there 
before  health  requires  it  of  us? 

So  tomorrow  we  leave.  And  really  I 
am  excited  about  it  and,  at  the  same 
time,  frightened  by  it.  Can  I  intention¬ 
ally  slow  my  life  and  “get  away  from  it 
all?”  We’ll  see.  I  ask  for  your  prayers 
for  my  and  Kay’s  renewal,  for  our 
"slow-down”  and  for  our  soul  rest. 
Already  I  am  anticipating  our  return 
and  the  re-entry  into  the  work  that  is 
to  be  done.  But  I  want  to  lay  that  aside 
for  now  and  just  focus  on  renewal  with 
God  and  with  myself  and  with  my 
family.  Won’t  you  pray  that  might  hap¬ 
pen? 

May  your  life  be  filled  with  inten¬ 
tional  times  of  renewal  and  with  peri¬ 
ods  of  nothing  more  than  quiet  con¬ 
versation  with  God.  That’s  a  major 
part  of  our  journey. 

In  Christ's  love, 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Many  conference  teams  have  volunteered  to  assist  in  disaster  relief  in  the  South 
La.  area,  where  two  storms  brought  significant  damage  last  fall. Teams  often 
lodge  in  the  facilities  of  local  United  Methodist  congregations,  such  as  Abbeville 
UMC  above.  Photo  by  Sarah  Schoeffler. 


La.  disaster  recovery  update 


BY  SARAH  SCHOEFFLER 

The  Lafayette  /Dulac  Offices  of  the 
United  Methodist  Disaster  Recovery 
have  a  total  number  of  245  cases  to 
be  addressed  after  Hurricane  Lili. 

We  have  had  43  Volunteer  Teams 
from  all  over  the  country  as  well  as 
Louisiana  Teams  who  have  worked 
on  debris  removal,  estimating  dam¬ 
age  to  homes,  rebuilding  homes  and 
bringing  hope  to  many. 

The  Lafayette  area  has  impacted 
approximately  25  homes  with  groups 
who  have  cleared  the  ruins  of  huge 
trees  draped  across  our  landscape 
after  the  storm. 

In  the  combined  areas  of  Lafayette 
and  Dulac,  43  cases  have  completed 
their  Recovery  Plan  and  are  back  in 
their  homes  thanks  to  many  volun¬ 
teers. 


We  still  have  157  cases  in  the  sur¬ 
rounding  Lafayette  area  and  41  in  the 
Dulac  area  to  work  on.  There  are 
nine  teams  presendy  scheduled  for 
the  Lafayette  area  and  seven  for 
Dulac. 

A  Lafayette  Conference  Rehab  Blitz 
is  being  scheduled  for  the  weekend  of 
August  15-17.  We  still  have  a  lot  to 
do  and  need  help  from  our  Louisiana 
Conference. 

Please  mark  down  the  Blitz  or  any 
other  time  you  can  schedule  to  come. 
Contact:  Elizabeth  Bodin,  Lafayette 
Area  Volunteer  Coordinator  Office 
(337)  234-1177,  cell  (337)  319-9906, 
fax  (337)  234-4437  e-mail  to:  larecov- 
ery@bellsouth.net;  Alice  Rothrock, 
Dulac  Area  Volunteer  Coordinator, 
Office  (985)  563-2272,  cell  (409)  789- 
4828,  fax  (985)  563-2549. 
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FROM  THE  DIRECTOR 

You  hold  in  your  hand  a  “Special  Edition”  of  the  Louisiana  Now!  dedicated 
to  the  news  and  ministry  of  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  -  YOUR 
Conference  “hands-on”  opportunities  to  share  the  Gospel  in  ways  that  “make  a 
Christian  Difference”  in  the  world. 

This  edition  was  initiated  by  some  tremendous  coverage  in  the  Shreveport 
Times  of  one  of  our  mini-medical  and  construction  teams  originating  out  of 
Broadmoor  UMC  and  led  by  Rev.  Jack  O’Dell.  We  reprint  but  a  sample  of  the 
four  full  pages  of  coverage  that  appeared  in  the  June  15  edition  of  die  Times. 
Diane  Haag,  Times  reporter  joined  the  team  along  with  photographer  Robert 
Ruiz  to  tell  the  story,  as  Diane  puts  it,  of  how  "God  will  provide. .  .a  simple  state¬ 
ment  of  faith.” 

It  is  simple.  God  calls.  And,  then  God  provides  for  the  call  so  that  he  can 
provide  for  his  people. 

And,  it  will  be  done  28  times  this  year  in  Reynosa.  By  the  end  of  2003,  that  is 
how  many  LAVIM  teams  will  have  traveled  to  this  Mexican  city  near  the  US 
border  town  of  McAllen,  TX.  Two  hundred  and  eighty- five  volunteers  have 
filled  those  teams  thus  far.  The  number  grows  by  the  day  as  Louisiana  United 
Methodists  and  others  of  sister  denominations  and  states  say  “YES”  to  die  call 
of  mission  and  are  provided  to  be  providers  to  those  of  ill  health  and  less  fortu¬ 
nate  circumstances.  All  28  of  those  teams  can  tell  the  same  story. 

And  that  is  not  all!  In  this  issue,  you  will  find  die  story  of  the  LAVIM  La.  Tech 
team  led  by  Melissa  Gerkin,  just  returned  from  one  mondi  in  Amsterdam, 

South  Africa.  Melissa  and  her  29-member  team  began  construction  on  a  new 
sanctuary  to  replace  the  congregations  1917  condemned  single  room  structure. 
The  group  also  taught  Bible  studies  and  VBS  at  the  John  Wesley  School  in 
Mpuluzi.  When  Melissa  sent  a  second  check  of  $4000  to  be  wired  to  South 
Africa  for  construction  funds,  she  attached  a  Post-It  note  which  read:  “More 
money  for  construction!  God  Provides!” 

God  has  provided  the  opportunity  to  fill  the  needs  of  his  people  through 
LAVIM  teams  to  Ecuador,  OIMC,  Sager  Brown,  Fort  Worth,  England,  El 
Salvador,  Alaska,  Mississippi,  Takin’  it  to  the  Streets,  Russia,  Heifer  Project 
International,  Estonia,  Mount  Sequoyah,  New  Mexico,  Christian  Alliance  for 
International  Service  and  more. 

And  God  still  continues  to  provide... for  YOU  to  assist  in  his  bountiful  gifts  of 
love,  healing  and  hospitality.  Let  these  pages  be  your  invitation  and  your  call. 
Let  God  speak  to  you. .  .and  through  you!  And  provide! 

Larry  D.  Norman 

Director  LAVIM 


Looking  to  the  future...Mission  2004 


2004  is  just  around  the  corner! 

2004  will  bring  some  new  and  chal¬ 
lenging  opportunities  for  LAVIM  con¬ 
struction  and  medical  teams.  Here  is  a 
preview  of  teams  that  will  be  offered  in 
next  year’s  schedule.  Complete  details 
and  dates  will  be  available  in  late  fall  of 
this  year  and  the  2004  LAVIM  schedule 
will  be  published  in  the  December  edi¬ 
tion  of  La.  Now! 

KENYA 

Maua  Methodist  Hospital,  northern 
Kenya.  Medical  volunteers  can  assist  in 
the  hospital  and  specifically  on  out¬ 
reach  clinics  to  the  bush.  Construction 
volunteers  will  be  building  houses  for  an 
AIDS  Orphans  Village  that  will  be  under 
the  guidance  of  the  Kenya  Methodist 
Church  and  Maua  Hospital. 

Bio-Intensive  Farm,  Meru  -  Teams  are 
needed  to  continue  upkeep  on  the 
teaching  farm  facilities,  plus  helping 
with  the  reforestation  of  the  highlands 
around  Meru  (on  the  slopes  of  Mount 
Kenya). 

Christian  Health  Association  of  Kenya 
(CHAK)  -  Construction  of  a  new  medical 
clinic  outside  of  Embu.  Medical  teams 
are  welcome  even  before  the  clinic  is 
completed. 

CAMBODIA 

Spean  Chivit  Charge,  Koki  -  A  teach¬ 
ing  team  has  already  been  calendared 
for  2004.  Construction  teams  to  the 


Cambodian  Fellowship  in  Carrolton, 
Texas  will  join  this  team  for  those  wish¬ 
ing  to  support  the  Cambodian  Initiative 
through  mission  on  the  home  front  and 
additional  teams  to  the  country  of 
Cambodia  will  be  added  to  the  2004 
schedule  for  medical  volunteers.  Basic 
medical  needs  will  be  addressed  as  well 
as  education  for  families  effected  by 
AIDS.  The  Louisiana  Conference  began 
its  relationship  with  Spean  Chivit  in 
2002. 

VENEZUELA 

El  Renuevo  Hospital  Boat  -  LAVIM 
will  join  the  medical  ministries  of  El 
Renuevo  Global  Ministries,  Rev.  Zabdiel 
Arenas,  President,  a  UM  Advance  Special 
ministry  in  Venezuela.  Medical  volun¬ 
teers  will  board  the  boat  to  travel  the 
Caura  River  bringing  much  needed 
medical  care  and  medicines  to  nine 
indigenous  tribes  which  live  in  villages 
along  it  route.  Additional  opportunities 
are  available  for  construction  volunteers 
constructing  Sunday  School  buildings 
and  a  day  care  facility  for  the  Maripa 
Church,  Maripa  Camp,  Bolivar  State. 
Mission  fees  will  be  between  $1325  and 
$1600. 

GUATAMALA 

Guatemalan  Orphanages  - 
Arrangements  are  in  the  works  for  mis- 

See  2004  Mission,  page  7 


As  the  new  Amsterdam  Church  structure  takes  shape,  dwarfing  the  old  building, 
top.  La.  Tech  Wesley  Foundation  volunteers  hold  the  attention  of  some  of  the 
congregation's  children. 


Mission  team  journeys  to  South  Africa 

BY  LEIGH  ANN  RIDGE 

On  May  25  of  this  year,  29  enthusiastic  volunteers  representing  the  Wesley 
Foundation  at  Louisiana  Tech  University  boarded  a  plane,  which  would  ulti¬ 
mately  route  the  group  to  South  Africa. 

This  La.  Volunteers  in  Mission  Team— consisting  of  five  staff,  two  board 
members  and  22  students — set  out  with  a  goal  of  constructing  a  church  build¬ 
ing  for  the  people  of  Amsterdam,  South  Africa. 

“We  not  only  wanted  to  build  a  church  structure  ...  we  wanted  to  help 
build  up  the  people  of  the  church,  as  well,”  said  Ashley  McKenzie,  associate 
director  of  the  Wesley  Foundation. 

Eighteen  stayed  for  14  days  and  1 1  stayed  for  30  days. 

The  group  arrived  in  Johannesburg  on  May  26,  and  began  a  four-hour  drive 
to  Amsterdam  where  they  made  their  home  for  the  next  30  days. 

“We  began  working  first  thing  Tuesday  morning.  Let  me  start  out  by  saying 
that  I  have  never  worked  so  hard  in  my  entire  life.  We  laid  brick,  leveled 
ground,  shoveled  rocks,  played  with  the  children,  built  relationships  with  the 
locals  as  well  as  with  each  other,  and  led  worship  at  a  local  church,”  said 
McKenzie. 

Prior  to  the  mission  trip,  the  participants  held  a  number  of  fundraisers  to 
defray  the  cost  of  travel.  “We  were  so  pleased  that  the  group  was  able  to  pull 
together  enough  money  to  provide  a  10-year-old  boy  named  Feno  with  seven 
years  of  education.  Praise  God!”  said  McKenzie. 

The  group  also  took  the  opportunity  to  participate  in  a  four-day  safari  to 
Krugar  National  Park,  and  spent  a  night  at  Richard’s  Bay,  located  on  the  Indian 
Ocean. 
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Volunteers  in  Mission  coordinator  for 
the  Eastern  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Mexico  and  director  of  the 
Mexico  staff.  “He  didn’t  just  order  us  to 
do  it.  He  did  it.” 

Reynosa  is  one  of  many  places  that 
need  the  help.  Almost  every  weekend  a 
team  is  in  town  somewhere,  rotating 
between  different  neighborhoods. 

Cinderblock  houses  with  tin  roofs 
crowded  the  neighborhood  where  the 
Shreveport  team  worked.  Clotheslines, 
outhouses  and  remnants  of  decades-old 
American  cars  filled  yards,  while  dogs 
freely  roamed  the  unpaved  streets. 

A  fine  layer  of  dust  gave  everything  a 
sandy  tinge. 

For  most  first-time  missionaries,  the 
initial  reaction  was  shock  at  the  living 
conditions  so  close  to  home. 

“It’s  weird  that  we’re  only  eight  miles 
across  the  border,”  missionary  Denise 
Myers  said.  “How  can  it  change  so 
much?” 

Many  people  in  Reynosa  work  at  the 
machilas  —  assembly  plants  —  for 
American  companies  like  Panasonic  and 
Maytag.  The  companies  pay  about  $60 
to  $80  a  week,  Berman  said,  and  those 
employees  are  considered  the  lucky 
ones.  They  have  health  insurance. 

Most  can’t  afford  to  pay  into  the 
national  health-care  system. 

One  of  Broadmoor’s  first  patients  was 
25-year-old  Ilda  Rocio,  who  brought  her 
four  children  and  a  nephew  to  the  clinic. 
They  had  a  complete  range  of  common 
complaints  from  bronchitis  to  sore 
throat  to  worms. 

Her  husband  works  in  a  car  wash, 
and  they  count  on  the  neighborhood 
clinics  for  care. 

“It’s  good  help  for  our  people  with  low 
incomes,”  Rocio  said  through  a  transla¬ 
tor. 

Churches  unite 

What  makes  these  makeshift  clinics 
work  is  the  cooperation  between 
American  and  Mexican  churches,  said 
the  Rev.  Jack  O’Dell,  who  led  the 


Broadmoor  trip. 

The  coordinated  mission 
effort  now  has  three  full-time 
staff  members  in  Mexico  and 
an  extensive  network  that  coor¬ 
dinates  the  American  side. 

United  Methodist  churches 
throughout  the  country  have 
followed  the  same  pattern,  said 
Jeanie  Blankenbaker,  assistant 
general  secretary  for  mission 
volunteers  at  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

“Our  whole  purpose  is  to 
build  relationships,”  she  said. 

Visible  results  of  the  cooper¬ 
ation  could  be  seen  in  the 
camp,  which  started  out  as  a 
church  and  small  parsonage 
and  now  includes  a  dormitory 
for  volunteers,  a  two-story  par¬ 
sonage  and  a  pharmacy. 

American  teams  built  all  of 
those  new  structures  in  a  series 
of  weekend  mission  trips. 

The  weekly  visits  of  those  sometimes 
inexperienced  construction  crews  have 
turned  into  Berman’s  favorite  joke: 

“Don’t  worry.  The  next  team  will  fix  it.” 

Visits  build  faith 

On  the  medical  side,  the  consistency 
of  the  visits  helped  build  credibility  with 
the  patients. 

Women  willingly  and  gladly  handed 
over  their  babies  even  though  they  didn’t 
understand  a  word  of  what  the  medical 
team  said. 

Many  of  the  patients  waited  hours  in 
the  stifling  heat  to  see  the  doctors  and 
once  they  got  in,  they  graciously  put  up 
with  the  mangled  Spanish  and  charades 
used  to  diagnose  patients.  Constant  calls 
for  one  of  the  five  translators  rang  across 
the  room. 

"The  language  is  so  frustrating,” 
nurse  Shelley  Akin  said.  “It’s  difficult  to 
get  a  good  assessment.” 

Education  is  a  key  component  to  the 
treatment,  which  missionaries  hope  will 
lead  to  overall  better  health.  Teenaged 


Elizabeth  Vasquez  (left)  listens  as  Karen  Ramey  explains  the  use  of  a  medicine  she  is  giving  to 
Vasquez  after  her  visit  to  the  clinic  at  El  Camino  Methodist  Church  community  center  in  Reynosa. 
Juan  "Johnny"  Garcia  (center)  is  a  volunteer  from  Weslaco,  Tex.,  who  regularly  translates  for  visiting 
churches.  Photo  by  Robert  Ruiz/The  Times. 


girls  blushed  at  lectures  on  sex,  especial¬ 
ly  when  they  came  through  a  fair¬ 
skinned,  ex-Marine  translator. 

An  overweight  man  wearing  a  T-shirt 
from  an  American  high  school  came  in 
complaining  of  fatigue.  His  blood  sugar 
test  was  literally  off  the  charts. 

The  man  knew  he  was  diabetic,  but 
his  earlier  meal  included  a  soda,  he  told 
the  doctor. 

Through  Garcia,  who  has  heard  more 
than  one  of  these  lectures,  Dr.  Stephen 
Ramey  talked  to  him  about  cutting 
starches  and  sugar  out  of  his  regular 
diet. 

“We’re  not  just  saying  do  this  and 
making  today  better,”  Ramey  said.  “We’re 
giving  information  to  make  tomorrow 
better.” 

The  groups  keep  track  of  the  com¬ 
mon  ailments,  including  parasites,  aller¬ 
gies  and  acid  reflux.  Most  are  caused  by 
poor  nutrition  and  hygiene  and  little 
access  to  care. 

Over  time  the  partnership  allows  bet¬ 
ter  quality  of  service.  This  team  started 


creating  protocols  for  organizing  the 
pharmacy. 

“It  has  brought  a  higher  level  of 
health  care  to  those  colonias  (neighbor¬ 
hoods),”  said  Larry  Norman,  Volunteers 
in  Mission  coordinator  for  the  state. 
“People  are  getting  to  see  doctors  on  a 
level  you  and  I  wouldn’t  see  as  unusual.” 

By  working  with  the  Mexican  church, 
mission  work  also  builds  credibility  in 
the  church,  Berman  said. 

“You  have  to  be  careful  that  you’re  not 
doing  the  work,  but  helping  the 
(Mexican)  church,”  do  die  work,  he  said. 

In  the  near  future,  he  plans  to  have 
teams  from  Mexican  churches  work  with 
the  Americans  and  provide  better  care 
and  more  evangelization. 

Although  the  team  only  spent  about 
16  hours  with  patients,  members  took 
comfort  in  knowing  they  were  part  of  a 
bigger  work. 

“If  everyone  puts  in  one  little  effort  to 
help  one  person  get  better...  you  have 
the  opportunity  to  make  change,” 

Ramey  said. 


Reynosa:Timeline  of  a  Mini-Medical  and  Construction  Mission 


6:00-10:00  am:  Most  Reynosa 
volunteers  depart  from  the  air¬ 
port  closest  to  their  home 
between  these  hours.  Teams  fly 
to  Houston  via  Continental 
Airlines  where  they  may  meet 
additional  team  members  from 
various  cities  in  Louisiana  and, 
often,  other  states  as  well. 


Thursday 


8:30  am:  The  team  is  driven 
to  one  of  the  "colonias"  where 
a  Methodist  fellowship  hall 
may  serve  as  a  clinic — an 
open  room  with  rows  of 
tables  and  a  kitchen  area  in 
the  back  which  serves  as  a 
pharmacy.  Patients  are 
already  waiting  in  line. 

— 


Noon:  Break  for 
lunch  after  seeing 
75  to  100  patients. 
Lunch  is  often  a 
gift  to  the  team 
from  the  local 
church  serving  as 
the  clinic  for  that 
day. 

Friday 


8:30  am:  1 
ported  to 
according 
VIM  Coorc 
smoother, 
team  men 
learned  in 
the  same 
of  the  Go: 


2:30-9:00  pm:  The  team  is  transported  by  van  to  Reynosa 
and  LAVIM's  Pueblo  de  Dios  (lodging)  and  begin  unpack¬ 
ing  themselves  and  the  medical  and  construction  supplies 
the  team  has  collected.  The  afternoon  is  dedicated  to 
work  in  the  pharmacy.  Medication  and  vitamins  are  iden¬ 
tified,  sorted  and  counted  for  distribution.  The  construc¬ 
tion  team  may  begin  work  at  the  team  facility  or  visit  the 
project  they  will  be  working  on  the  next  two  days. 


5:00  pm:  The  team  may  see  as  many  as 
200  patients,  the  vast  majority  children. 
The  workday  comes  to  a  close.  Everyone 
is  exhausted  and  dying  for  a  shower  (Yes, 
there  is  hot  water!).  The  construction 
team  also  returns  to  the  camp  after 
reproofing,  hanging  sheetrock,  installing 
tile  or  other  projects. 


7:00  pm:  More  work  is  still  to  fc 
done  after  dinner.  The  pharma 
cy  is  set  in  order  and  more  me< 
icines  are  packed  for  the  follow 
ing  day.  Construction  volun¬ 
teers  determine  any  needs  for 
their  part  of  the  team  and  plar 
for  the  day  to  come. 
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2003  MISSION 

OPPORTUNITIES 

INTERNATIONAL 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

COST 

TASK 

CUBA 

November  1-10 

Havana 

Mark  Martin 

$1,800 

Construction 

EL  SALVADOR 

July  19-27 

September  19-28 

Jayaque 

Jayaque 

John  Krause 

Karl  Klaus 

$1,020 

$855 

Construction 

Construction 

ESTONIA 

October  1-15 

Voru 

John  Higginbotham  $1,770 

Construction/VBS 

ENGLAND 

October  10-19 

Huyton  Trinity 
Church,  Liverpool 

Allen  Tuten 

$1,210 

Construction 

USA 

ARKANSAS 

November  2-9 

Mount  Sequoyah 

Judi  Robertson 

$195 

Construction/Repair 

LOUISIANA 

October  25-27 

Takin'ItTo  John  Bergstedt/ 

The  Streets,  Beth  Bostwick 

Lake  Charles/Monroe 

$35 

Construction  of  Ramps 

NEW  MEXICO 

July  14-20 

September  6-13 

Casa  Esperanza 
Casa  Esperanza 

Tim  Lawson 

Larry  Maddin 

$420 

$520 

Repair/Painting 

Repair/Painting 

OKLAHOMA 
September  20-27 

OIMC/ 

First  American 
UMC,  Norman,  OK 

LaMarylis  Cotton/ 
Patsy  Schmutz 

$300 

Construction 

2004  MISSION  OPPORTUNITIES 

INTERNATIONAL 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

TASK 

BAHAMAS 

Spring 

September 

Nassau 

Nassau 

Ann  Sutton 

Karl  Klaus 

Construction 

Construction 

CAMBODIA 

Jan.  26 -Feb. 6 

Koki 

Doug  Milliron 

Education 

GUYANA 

April  16-24 

Larry  Norman 

Construction 

USA 

ALASKA 

Summer 

Nome 

Judd  Hammond 

Construction/Repair 

ARIZONA 

July  11-17 

Navajo  Nation 

TBA 

Construction/Repair 

Individual  mission  destination  brochures  describing  project,  lodging,  travel  and  schedule  are  available  from  LAVIM.  Please  call  Larry 

Norman,  Director  LAVIM  (888)  239-5286  for  more  information. 

The  construction  and  medical  teams  are  trans- 
the  day's  site  which  may  be  a  different  colonia 
I  to  the  needs  identified  by  Mexican  Methodist 
dinator,  Willie  Berman.  Saturday  usually  runs 
.  Both  teams  are  now  used  to  working  with  fellow 
nbers  and  new  Spanish  phrases  have  been 
i  the  line  of  service  to  others  who  may  not  speak 
language  but  who  care  in  the  universal  language 
>pel. 


Saturday 


6:00  am-1 :00  pm:  Depending  upon 
flight  reservations  the  team  may 
depart  early  or  later  in  the  day. 
Normally,  after  packing  up,  the  team 
will  take  last  minute  pictures;  say  its 
goodbyes  to  their  hosts  and  worship 
in  one  of  the  colonia  Methodist 
churches  that  served  as  a  clinic  in  the 
days  before. 


Sunday 


ie  12:00-4:00  pm:  After  anoth- 

i-  er  delicious  lunch  the  med- 

1-  ical  team  will  see  another 
i-  1 00  or  so  patients  and  the 
construction  team  will  com¬ 
plete  its  assignment  of 
installing,  repairing,  refur¬ 
bishing,  painting  or  building. 


4:30  pm:  The  mission  team  breaks  for  the  day. 
Often  a  tour  of  the  downtown  Reynosa  Methodist 
Clinica  Betania,  which  hosts  our  teams,  is  on  the 
agenda.  Shopping  in  the  many  Reynosa  shops  is 
definitely  in  order — silver  crosses,  vanilla  and 
souvenirs  for  children  and  relatives!  For  dinner 
the  team  visits  a  local  restaurant  for  a  taste  of  real 
Mexican  food  and  treats  their  hosts  to  the  meal. 


5:00-9:00  pm:  United  Methodist 
Missionaries  from  all  walks  of  life,  medical 
professionals,  carpenters,  handymen, 
experts  in  nothing  at  all,  land  back  home 
in  the  US.  They  are  tired  and  weary  but 
sleep  is  sometimes  hours  away — after  they 
check  their  calendars  to  see  when  they  can 
register  for  the  next  mission  to  Reynosa. 


Service, 


from  page 1 


said.  “God  put  me  here  because  this  is 
where  he  wants  me.  I’m  a  body,  and  I 
know  I  can  do  something." 

During  the  two  days  the  missionaries 
from  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  worked  with  the  people  of 
Reynosa,  very  few  direct  conversations 
about  God  or  faith  occurred  with  the 
local  people.  Part  of  that  is  just  the 
Methodist  way  of  evangelizing. 

“You  (evangelize)  by  setting  an  exam¬ 
ple,”  missionary  Derek  Lane  said.  “We’re 
not  going  out  per  se,  but  they  see." 

He  and  Shaw  told  a  story  of  a  girl  who 
stuck  her  head  into  the  clinic  where  they 
were  working.  Even  though  they  could¬ 
n’t  provide  the  medical  care  she  was 
looking  for,  Shaw  said  her  smile  made  it 
obvious  she  knew  they  were  there  to 
help. 

A  woman  who  came  to  the  clinic  with 
congestive  heart  failure  in  desperate 
need  of  a  pacemaker  was  the  only  one 
who  received  public  anointing  and 
prayer. 

Carlton  Hughes,  formerly  a  member 
of  a  more  evangelical  denomination, 
said  he  would  like  to  take  a  trip  solely 
for  that  purpose  of  bringing  people  into 
the  church. 

“As  Christians,  that’s  our  foremost 
duty,”  Hughes  said.  “To  serve  is  wonder¬ 
ful.  I  hope  they  say:  ‘These  people  are 
different.  What  do  they  have  that  I  don’t 
have?”’ 

The  method  of  evangelism 
Broadmoor  used  is  one  of  support  for 
the  Mexican  church,  said  Lany  Norman, 
Volunteers  in  Mission  coordinator  for 
the  state.  Since  Louisiana  is  one  of  the 
founding  conferences  of  the  Reynosa 
mission,  he  said  they  will  be  involved 
there  indefinitely. 

“If  the  buildings  are  in  good  shape, 
they’ll  get  more  and  more  visitors  going 
to  church,”  he  said.  “It  allows  us  to 
spread  the  gospel.” 

Working  with  local  churches  is  cer¬ 
tainly  more  effective  evangelism,  said 
Scott  Kisker,  professor  of  evangelism  at 
Wesley  Seminary  in  Washington  D.C. 

But  he  said  some  churches  are  going  to 
an  extreme  with  service  out  of  fear  of 
offending  another’s  culture. 

“We  want  to  be  bold  for  God,  and 
recognize  that  as  privileged  folks,  we 
have  to  act  out  of  our  sense  of  humility 
or  it’s  not  a  real  proclamation  of  the 
gospel,”  he  said. 

He  said  evangelism  should  include 
word  and  deed. 

By  working  out  of  churches,  the 
group  tries  to  make  it  obvious  that  they 
are  motivated  by  Christ.  From  there  they 
hope  the  Mexican  people  do  their  own 
evangelism,  said  the  Rev.  lack  O’Dell, 
team  leader. 

The  first  Mexican  team  has  been 
trained  and  worked  with  a  Louisiana 
crew  a  few  weeks  ago,  said  Willie 
Berman,  coordinator  for  the  Mexican 
side  of  the  project.  Wthout  the  language 
barrier  that  Americans  face,  he  said  it 
will  be  easier  for  the  native  people  to 
spread  the  word. 

“We’re  the  catalyst,”  O’Dell  said.  “It 
empowers  the  people  of  Mexico  to  be 
the  church.  The  church  is  more  than 
people  from  Louisiana.  Now  it’s  people 
of  Mexico  and  Louisiana.” 
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They  came  from  all  walks  of  life  to  help 


BY  DIANE  HAAG 
THE  TIMES 

Every  mission  trip  rests  on  the  motley 
crew  that  gives  up  its  time  and  money  to 
‘  make  the  effort. 

Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church’s  trip  to  Reynosa,  Tamaulipas, 
Mexico,  included  23  people  who  began 
as  mostly  strangers  playing  the  name 
game  in  the  airport.  They  were  fathers, 
grandmothers,  students,  blue-collar 
workers.  Everyone  had  a  story  and  rea¬ 
son  for  being  there. 

Here  are  a  few ... 

ANNE  LACKEY 

‘I  thought  I  was  old  enough  to  take 
care  of  myself 

Just  shy  of  93  years  old,  Anne  Lackey 
—  “Ms.  Anne”  to  everyone  —  provided 
as  much  inspiration  as  anything  a  minis¬ 
ter  could  have  done  on  the  trip. 

Over  and  over,  other  participants 
said,  “I  hope  I  can  do  that  at  93.” 

After  years  of  hearing  about  mission 
trips,  the  great-grandmother  decided  it 
was  time  to  find  out  what  they  were  all 
about 

“Both  of  my  kids  said  ‘Go  for  it 
Mother,”’  she  said.  “I’ve  always  been 
interested  in  people,  and  I  thought 
maybe  I  can  do  something  to  help  out.” 

As  part  of  the  medical  team,  Lackey 
took  on  the  grandmother  role,  handing 
out  stuffed  animals  and  bags  of  toiletries 
to  all  of  the  children  who  came  through 
the  clinic. 

“They  like  me,”  she  said  as  several  of 
her  new  friends  poked  their  heads 
through  the  door,  hoping  for  an  extra 
toy. 

The  Rev.  Jack  O’Dell,  who  led  the 
group,  said  she  was  mentioned  on  many 
of  the  evaluations  as  a  true  example  of 
doing  God’s  work. 

Lackey’s  only  complaint?  That  other 
missionaries  were  too  nice  to  her,  always 
checking  on  her,  carrying  her  bags  and 
making  sure  she  wasn’t  overheating. 

“It’s  been  wonderful,”  she  said.  "I  did¬ 
n’t  know  everyone  would  be  looking 


after  me  —  I  thought  I  was  old  enough 
to  take  care  of  myself.” 

DEREK  LANE 

Problems  at  home  do  not  compare 

With  his  sunglasses  covered  in  paint 
flecks,  Derek  Lane  combined  the  best  of 
his  professional  knowledge  and  his  faith 
on  his  first  mission  trip. 

Driving  from  the  farm  fields  into  the 
heart  of  Reynosa,  he  first  expressed 
shock  at  the  conditions.  Having  grown 
up  in  North  Louisiana,  he  said  it’s  easy  to 
ignore  the  poverty  in  Shreveport. 

“I  expected  it  to  be  poor,  but  you  can’t 
imagine  it  until  you  come,”  he  said. 

Lane  made  the  trip  with  a  simple 
desire  to  help  however  he  was  told.  As 
manager  of  a  Caddo  Paint  Co.  store,  he 
found  himself  the  honorary  foreman  of 
the  construction  team.  He  and  three 
other  men  re-roofed,  hung  Sheetrock 
and  painted  the  exterior  of  a  communi¬ 
ty-run  clinic. 

It  was  hot,  dirty  work  without  anyone 
there  to  offer  thanks,  but  Lane  went  to 
work  in  the  1,000-square-foot  building 
with  the  same  dedication  he  would  his 
own  home.  He  grumbled  when  the  paint 
from  his  sprayer  ran  and  had  the  others 
follow  behind  to  clean  it  up  with  a 
brush. 

After  the  construction  work,  the 
father  of  two  with  an  easy  laugh  turned 
to  amusing  the  children  waiting  for  the 
doctor. 

A  former  member  of  the  National 
Guard,  he  was  especially  impressed  with 
how  well  the  team  worked  together 
compared  to  some  of  his  military  days. 

By  the  end  of  the  weekend,  he  said  he 
has  a  better  understanding  of  poverty 
and  all  of  the  things  he  doesn’t  have  to 
worry  about  back  here. 

He  said  the  experience  made  him 
more  likely  to  volunteer  at  home.  He 
also  had  some  lessons  to  teach  his  own 
children. 

“I  don’t  want  to  hear  them  complain,” 
he  said.  “All  of  the  trivial  junk  we  take  for 
granted  isn’t  important.” 


Anne  Lackey  (left)  and  Meredith  O'Dell  take  vitamins  and  medicines  out  of  the  boxes  before  packing  the  bot¬ 
tles  for  the  trip  to  Mexico.  The  boxes  took  up  too  much  room  in  the  luggage. 


THE  RAMEY 
FAMILY 

Mission  work  is  at 
family’s  core 

From  the  time  he 
was  in  training  to  be  a 
plastic  surgeon,  Dr. 

Stephen  Ramey  has 
incorporated  mission 
work  into  his  practice. 

Now,  he  is  bringing  his 
family  into  the  mis¬ 
sion  work. 

Ramey  and  his 
wife,  Karen,  made  the 
September  mission  to 
scout  the  conditions. 

This  time,  they 
brought  their  three 
daughters  (ages  21,  19 
and  13)  to  Reynosa  to 
work  with  the  medical 
team. 

“It’s  a  wonderful  life 
experience,"  Ramey 
said.  “It  gives  children 
a  broader  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  world.  They 
can  step  back  and  say 
we’re  so  fortunate  to 
have  water  out  of  a 
faucet.” 

Health  problems 
with  daughter 
Michelle  and  the 
death  of  their  son 
Matthew  have  drawn 
the  family  visibly 
close.  The  family  worked  as  a  unit 
through  much  of  the  trip.  Ramey  and  his 
wife  treated  patients,  and  the  girls 
looked  for  medicine  or  held  babies. 

“It  made  them  feel  so  important,” 
Karen  Ramey  said. 

Daughter  Kathryn  Ramey,  21,  a  pre- 
med  student  at  Centenary  College,  got 
some  practical  experience  for  her  cho¬ 
sen  field,  while  13-year-old  Stephanie 
practiced  the  Spanish  she  learned 
specifically  for  the  trip.  Michelle,  19,  said 
she  would  definitely 
come  back. 

“It’s  sad  to  see 
children  and  adults 
bringing  children  to 
get  medicine,”  she 
said.  “I  feel  like  I  did 
a  lot  that  I  had  never 
done  before.” 

By  doing  the 
work  the  family  also 
has  learned  spiritual 
lessons. 

“You  have  to  be 
able  to  give  it  away 
to  receive  —  love, 
money,  time  and 
talent,”  Stephen 
Ramey  said. 

STACY  SHAW 
Trip  is  chance  to 
do  something  for 
others 

In  name  it  was  a 
Methodist  trip,  but 
Stacy  Shaw  and  her 
husband  Craig, 
members  of 
Summer  Grove 
Baptist  Church, 


Dr.  Stephen  Ramey  looks  over  an  X-ray  of  the  legs  of  a  patient 
with  two  of  his  daughters,  Kathryn  (left)  and  Stephanie  Ramey. 
Dr.  Ramey  paid  for  the  X-ray  because  the  patient,  a  young  boy, 
had  what  appeared  to  be  a  large  growth  on  the  side  of  his 
knee.  Photos  by  Robert  Ruiz/The  Times. 


made  it  an  interfaith  mission. 

She  had  never  been  on  an  interna¬ 
tional  mission,  but  took  up  an  invitation 
by  friend  Mandy  O’Dell,  wife  of  the  team 
leader. 

“I  said,  'I  have  to  do  this,”’  Stacy  said. 
"I  wanted  to  feel  like  I’m  doing  some¬ 
thing  for  someone  other  than  my  fami¬ 
ly’’ 

On  the  first  day  of  the  trip,  the  mother 
of  three  was  already  missing  her  chil¬ 
dren,  but  she  felt  God  calling  her  to  be 
there.  By  the  end  of  the  day,  she  was 
talking  about  coming  back. 

Shaw  said  she  was  immediately 
pleasandy  surprised  by  the  dormitory 
with  hot  water  and  window  air  condi¬ 
tioners.  At  the  same  time,  looking  at 
impassable  dirt  roads  and  clotheslines 
reminded  her  of  things  Americans  take 
for  granted. 

Her  job  during  the  weekend  was 
weighing  patients  and  taking  their  tem¬ 
peratures.  She  became  a  favorite  among 
children,  making  balloons  from  latex 
gloves. 

While  the  children  touched  her  moth¬ 
erly  instincts,  she  was  more  amazed  at 
“these  mothers  who  gave  their  children 
to  us  and  let  us  care  for  them  and  the 
complete  trust  they  had  for  us  even 
when  we  were  total  strangers.” 

In  worship  and  prayer,  she  also  was 
reminded  of  the  similarities  in  Christian 
faiths. 

Her  church  is  trying  to  get  more 
involved  in  missions,  and  she  hopes  to 
share  her  experience  with  members. 

“I  think  of  those  people  in  the  jungle 
as  missionaries,”  she  said.  “But  this  is 
definitely  a  mission.  These  are  people 
who  need  us.” 
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2004  Mission,  from  page  7 


sions  to  orphanages  in 
Chichicastenangeo  and 
Quetzaltenangeo.  These  Guatemalan 
National  Methodist  Church  related 
institutions  are  asking  for  mission 
teams  to  do  medical,  construction 
and  VBS  work  through  UMVIM 
Coordinator,  Carla  Gonzalez. 

Missions  to  Guatemala  will  also 
incorporate  work  with  widow’s  and 
women’s  cooperatives,  clinics, 
churches  and  shelters. 

BAHAMAS 

Coke  UMC,  Nassau  -  LAVIM  teams 
will  travel  to  the  Caribbean  islands  in 
2004  to  help  expand  the  physical 
plant  of  this  rapidly  growing  congre¬ 
gation.  Rev.  Joseph  Tarzoho  is  pastor 
of  Coke  and  Revs.  Karl  Klaus  and  Ann 
Sutton  will  lead  teams  in  the  spring 
and  fall  to  add  additional  educational 
space  to  the  congregation’s  historic 
building. 

BOLIVIA 

April  will  find  LAVIM  returning  to 
area  of  Inca  Catarapi,  Bolivia.  This 
construction  team  will  labor  with  a 
Bolivian  congregation  to  make  need¬ 
ed  repairs  or  construct  new  church 
buildings  and  visit  the  village  where  a 


prior  LAVIM  team  built  a  new  sanctu¬ 
ary. 

GUYANA 

Louisiana  volunteers  will  assist  the 
work  of  United  Methodist  missionar¬ 
ies  Bill  and  Diana  Upchurch  near 
Georgetown,  Guyana  in  April  2004. 
New  construction  and  repair  will 
facilitate  the  ministry  programs 
already  in  place. 

NAVAJO  NATION 

LAVIM  will  take  its  first  mission  the 
Navajo  Nation  in  June  of  2004  under 
the  direction  of  Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun  who 
enjoys  a  long  and  rich  history  with 
native  American  ministries  in  the 
Arizona/New  Mexico  area.  Jerry  will 
host  the  team  once  it  arrives  and 
joins  with  rehabilitation  efforts  for 
Navajo  land  residents. 

AND  OTHER  PARTS  OF  THE 
PARISH... 

LAVIM  will  again  schedule  teams  to 
El  Salvador,  Honduras,  Mexico,  Sager 
Brown,  Dulac,  New  Mexico,  Arkansas, 
Mississippi,  Russia,  South  Africa, 
Estonia  and  more.  Check  La.Now!  in 
December  for  the  2004  LAVIM 
Schedule  or  call  the  LAVIM  offices  at 
(225)  346-1646  for  more  details. 


2003  REYNOSA 

SCHEDULE 

TEAM  LEADER 

July  17-20 

Anita  Smith 

August  7-10 

Karen  Batchelor 

August  21-24 

Barbara  McGill 

September  4-7 

Bubba  Penick 

September  18-21 

John  Bergstedt 

September  25-28 

K.  E.  Matthew 

October  2-5 

Ann  Sutton 

October  23-26 

Tom  Dungan/ 

Scott  Temple 

November  6-9 

Darwin  Legerot 

November  20-23 

Beth  Bowers 

November  23-26 

Jim  Maker 

December  4-7 

Jack  O'Dell 

2004  REYNOSA 

SCHEDULE 

January  8-1 1 

Bob  Marshall 

January  22-25 

Mark  Schiltz 

February  5-8 

Nancy  Wofford 

February  19-22 

Jerry  Hilbun 

March  4-7 

Jerry  Sheppard 

March  18-21 

Tom  Dungan 

April  1-4 

Asbury,  Lafayette 

April  15-18 

Barbara  McGill 

April  22-25 

Scott  Bullock 

May  6-9  J 

Judd  Hammond 

May  20-23 

Pat  Rice 

June  3-6 

Karen  Batchelor 

June  17-20 

Allen  Penick 

July  1-4 

TBA 

July  15-18 

Anita  Smith 

August  5-8 

Jim  Gilbert 

August  19-22 

TBA 

September  2-5 

FUMC,  Gonzales 

September  16-19 

Tom  Dungan 

October  7-10 

Asbury,  Lafayette 

October  21-24 

Jerry  Sheppard 

November  4-7 

Mark  Martin 

November  18-21 

Jim  Maker 

December  2-5 

John  Bergstedt 

December  16-19 

TBA 

LAVIM  teams  to  Reynosa,  Mexico  need  both  medical 
and  construction  volunteers.  The  per  person  cost  is 
$380,  including  air.  Volunteers  may  also  supply  their 
own  transportation  to  Reynosa.  Fees  for  those  driv¬ 
ing  in  2003  is  $150  or  $165  in  2004.  A  deposit  of 
$150  must  be  received  with  registration. 

Foundation  dinners 

Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  will 
be  featured  during  two  of  the  United 
Methodist  Legacies  of  Louisiana  dinners 
slated  for  September  of  2003. 

Sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana,  the  dinners  are 
a  “redesign”  of  the  annual  Bishop’s 
Society  Dinners.  “The  events  will  pro¬ 
vide  an  opportunity  to  showcase  the 
various  agencies  of  the  conference. 
Focusing  on  the  work  and  ministries  of 
these  agencies  addresses  the  need  for 
continued  support  for  such  efforts 
beyond  the  local  church,”  said  Michael 
Reeves,  president  and  CEO  of  the 
Foundation. 

Representatives  will  be  present  from 
these  organizations  at  the  local  level  on 
up  to  the  general  conference  level.  “This 
new  approach  is  part  of  Bishop 


Lake  Charles  and  Monroe 

Takin'  It  to  the  Streets 
slated  for  Oct.  24-26 

LAVIM  continues  its  fourth  year  of 
Takin’  it  to  the  Streets  mission  events 
with  TWO  MORE  2003,  TAKIN’  IT  TO 
THE  STREETS  opportunities  to  build 
ramps  for  the  disabled  in  different  cities. 
Volunteers  have  their  choice  of  the  Lake 
Charles  or  Monroe  area  this  fall,  October 
24-26. 

Each  of  these  hands-on  mission 
gatherings  begins  on  Friday  with  a  cele¬ 
bration  kick-off  and  continues  through 
Sunday  afternoon.  Each  is  filled  with 
helping  those  who  need  us  most,  wor¬ 
ship,  fun,  food  and  special  Saturday 
evening  activities  honoring  the  hard 
work  of  the  volunteers.  Ramp  plans  and 
directions  will  be  assigned  following  the 
Friday  evening  registration  and  worship. 
Ramp  work  will  be  done  on  Saturday 
from  8:30  am  to  4:30  PM  with  the 
Saturday  evening  celebration  following. 
On  Sunday  special  worship  celebrations 
will  welcome  all  volunteers  and  ramp 
work  will  be  completed. 

The  cost  for  the  event  will  be  $35.00 
per  person  including  five  meals  and 
Saturday  evening  celebration. 
Participation  fees  will  increase  to  $40.00 
on  October  10  for  the  Lake  Charles  and 
Monroe  events.  Lodging  is  not  included 
in  the  mission  fee.  A  list  of  motels  offer¬ 
ing  special  rates  is  available  for  each 
location. 

Takin’  it  to  the  Streets  is  a  perfect 
mission  event  for  UMM,  UMW,  local 
church  teams,  youth  groups,  civic 
groups  and  clubs,  college  teams,  or  indi¬ 
viduals  who  wish  to  be  the  hands  of 
Christ  in  action.  A  registration  form 
must  be  completed  by  each  member  of 
a  group.  Registration  fees  must  accom¬ 
pany  each  registration  form. 

Each  volunteer  will  should  bring 
hammer,  tape  measure,  safety  glasses, 
nail  apron,  and  work  gloves.  Teams 
should  bring  power  saws,  drills,  exten¬ 
sion  cords,  etc.  Each  team  should 
include  at  least  one  skilled  or  experi¬ 
enced  carpenter.  Teams  should  consist 
of  no  more  than  8-10  persons  or  be  will¬ 
ing  to  be  divided  into  more  than  one 
group.  Youth  teams  should  have  at  least 
one  adult  per  five  youth. 

Call  (888)  239-5286  for  registrations. 

to  highlight  LAVIM 

Hutchinson’s  plan  to  bring  more  expo¬ 
sure  to  church  agencies  and  the  impor¬ 
tant  work  that  they  do,”  said  Reeves. 

The  Foundation  will  present  the  inau¬ 
gural  President’s  Award  for  Leadership  at 
the  dinners,  recognizing  those  who  have 
established  legacies  through  their  gifts 
and  generosity. 

The  two  dinners  featuring  La. 
Volunteers  in  Mission  are  scheduled  for 
Sept.  18  at  the  Camelot  Club  in  Baton 
Rouge,  and  Sept.  25  at  the  Pioneer  Club 
in  Lake  Charles.  A  third  dinner,  focusing 
on  the  ministry  of  the  Louisiana 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston, 
will  be  held  Oct.  2  at  the  Shreveport 
Club  in  Shreveport. 

For  more  information  on  the  events, 
contact  Gay  McKnight  in  the 
Foundation  office  at  (225)  346-1535. 


God  provides  for  people 

BY  DIANE  HAAG 
THE  TIMES 

God  will  provide. 

It’s  a  simple  statement  of  faith  —  uni¬ 
versal  to  all  religions  —  but  the  idea  was 
echoed  constantly  on  last  month’s  mis¬ 
sion  trip,  where  I  watched  a  group  of  23 
almost-strangers  from  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  form  a  team  and  pro¬ 
vide  the  best  care  they  knew  how  to  peo¬ 
ple  who  had  nothing. 

At  least  they  had  nothing  by 
American  standards:  no  indoor  plumb¬ 
ing,  no  air  conditioning,  no  washers  and 
dryers,  sporadic  electricity,  litde  access 
to  telephones  and  certainly  none  of  the 
electronic  gadgets  we  deem  so  neces¬ 
sary. 

Regardless,  the  missionaries  will  tell 
you,  God  provided  the  smiles  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  and  their  thankful  parents  who 
didn’t  understand  their  diseases  would 
be  unheard  of  in  this  country. 

They  will  say,  too,  that  God  provided 
the  obvious  love  parents  had  for  their 
children.  We  saw  few,  if  any,  children 
with  malnutrition  problems.  Many  of 
the  adults  walked  miles  carrying  sick 
babies  —  or  healthy  babies  when  they 
were  sick. 

God  provided  the  time  for  them  to  get 
the  care  they  needed,  when  by  our  stan¬ 
dards  they  might  be  dead.  One  man 
came  in  with  a  blood  sugar  level  that 
was  literally  off  the  charts.  The  only 
symptom  he  described  was  fatigue  when 
he  might  have  had  some  blurry  vision  or 
even  have  lapsed  into  a  coma. 

God  provided  for  the  medical  team, 
too.  They  had  a  relatively  clean,  spacious 
place  to  work.  Ample  medicines  and 
vitamins  had  been  donated  to  treat  the 
patients. 

God  provided  them  with  courage, 
stamina  and  incredible  professionalism. 


in  desperate  situations 

Conditions  in  the  “clinics”  were  far  from 
the  sterile,  white  walls  of  your  family 
doctor’s  office.  Temperatures  were  well 
into  the  90s.  But  the  dedication  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  last  patient  never 
wavered  —  even  when  a  doctor  was  so 
tired  he  almost  prescribed  Xanax  for 
acid  reflux  instead  of  Zantac. 

God  provided  knowledgeable  nurses 
in  the  pharmacy  for  back  up. 

God  provided  interpreters  to  help 
with  sometimes  complex  medical 
vocabulary.  And  he  gave  the  patients 
incredible  patience  to  make  sense  of  the 
sometimes  mangled  Spanish. 

God  provided  incredible  resourceful¬ 
ness.  Pews  served  as  examining  tables. 
At  the  construction  site,  creativity  was 
necessary.  They  hung  Sheetrock  on  a 
ceiling  with  only  an  old  desk  as  a  ladder. 
And  a  broom  worked  just  fine  to  stir 
buckets  of  paint. 

God  provided  for  man-made  errors, 
like  a  bus  that  broke  down  right  over  the 
border  on  the  way  home.  We  were 
already  cutting  the  first  of  two  flights 
close,  but  helpful  customs  officials,  cell 
phones,  and  a  cab  meant  nobody 
missed  their  flight. 

As  we  left,  many  people  on  the  med¬ 
ical  team  wondered  if  their  patients 
would  heed  their  advice  or  get  the  fol¬ 
low-up  care  they  desperately  needed. 
And  the  construction  guys  wondered 
who  would  use  the  building  they  re¬ 
roofed  and  if  it  would  help  them. 

The  missionaries  seemed  to  have 
even  greater  faith  as  they  traveled  back 
to  their  homes  in  North  Louisiana. 

If  they  couldn’t  say  it  before,  they 
could  say  it  now  with  some  confidence: 
Don’t  worry.  It’s  in  God’s  hands. 

Diane  Haag  covers  religion  for  The 
Times.  She  can  be  reached  at  (318)  459- 
3275. 
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Hand  to  lead  Igniting  Ministry  Regional  Training 

Dawn  Hand,  director  of  communica-  — imi  _ 


Dawn  Hand,  director  of  communica¬ 
tions  for  the  Western  North  Carolina 
Conference,  will  serve  as  one  of  two 
trainers  for  the  Igniting  Ministry  Regional 
Training,  set  for  Aug.  20  at  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. 

Hand  is  visiting  Louisiana  for  the  sec¬ 
ond  time,  having  led  the  first  Igniting 
Ministry  training  held  at  the  conference 
center  in  the  spring  of  2001.  Her  unique 
brand  of  humor,  mixed  with  insight  and 


i  N  I  S  T  R  Y 


years  of  experience  in  communication 
make  her  an  outstanding  facilitator  and 
greatly  in  demand  nationwide. 

This  year’s  focus  will  be  on  the  newest 
materials  entided  “Beyond  30  Seconds: 
Developing  a  Welcoming  Congregation.” 


The  seven-session  video  curriculum  is 
designed  to  instruct  small  groups  within 
each  congregation,  looking  beyond  the 
30-second  television  commercials  pro¬ 
duced  for  The  United  Methodist  Church 
as  we  seek  to  truly  understand  and  wel¬ 
come  newcomers. 

Each  church  participating  will  receive 
a  kit  containing  a  VHS  tape  (seven  ses¬ 
sions),  a  leader’s  guide  and  a  learner’s 
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Vietnamese  Ministry 


Nhat  Ly  Duong,  a  United  Methodist  volunteer  from  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.,  above,  teaches  Vietnamese  language  to  a  class  at 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. The  group 
of  volunteer  teachers  is  organized  through  the  Vietnamese 
Caucus,  and  spent  weeks  prior  teaching  at  Cornerstone  UMC  in 
New  Orleans.  Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Vietnamese  ministry  helps  children  retain  native  language 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

An  enthusiastic,  smiling  group  of  42 
children  crosses  the  parking  lot  of 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Baton  Rouge  as  they  head  for  an 
hour  ofVietnamese  language  instruc¬ 
tion. 

This  might  seem  like  an  unusual 
summer  camp  activity,  but  for  these 
children — who  are  all  of Vietnamese 
descent — it  is  a  chance  to  learn  the 
language  that  is  second  nature  to  their 
parents. 

“These  kids  were  born  and  raised  in 
the  United  States,  and  usually  only 
know  a  few  words  ofVietnamese. 


However,  most  of  their  parents  came 
from  Vietnam,  and  they  are  thrilled 
that  their  children  are  learning  more 
about  the  language  that  is  part  of  their 
family  heritage,”  said  David  To,  leader 
of  the  two-week  summer  camp  being 
held  as  part  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  Vietnamese  ministry 
This  summer,  the  unique  outreach 
ministry  completed  its  first  year  at 
Broadmoor  UMC  and  expanded  the 
mission  to  Cornerstone  UMC  in  New 
Orleans,  with  the  support  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Ministry  Team, 
the  Board  of  Church  Extension,  and 
the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  Asian-American  Language 


Ministries. 

Six  missionary  interns  were  recruit¬ 
ed  from  Tampa,  Fla.,  Windsor,  Canada, 
Chicago,  Ill.  and  Grand  Rapids,  Mich, 
to  plan,  organize  and  conduct  a  min¬ 
istry  for  the  Vietnamese  population  in 
two  Louisiana  cities  —  New  Orleans 
and  Baton  Rouge. 

While  in  New  Orleans,  the  team 
hosted  an  afternoon  carnival,  visited 
nursing  homes  and  held  a  one-week 
middle  school  camp  at  Cornerstone 
United  Methodist  Church.  Rev.  James 
Haynes,  pastor  at  Cornerstone  UMC, 
said,  “It  was  a  wonderful  experience 

See  Vietnamese,  page  4 
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The  finance  committee  at  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette,  above, 
worked  with  the  Foundation  to  focus  on  the  spiritual  nature  of  giving. Tithing 
at  the  church  increased  dramatically.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Foundation  offers  guidance  on  campaigns 


Editor’s  Note:  (The  following  article 
includes  excerpts  from  the  annual 
report  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana.) 

The  relationship  between  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette 
and  the  Foundation  began  to  change 
about  three  years  ago,  says  pastor  Ed 
Boyd.  “We  began  to  hear  the 
Foundation  talking  about  the  true 
spiritual  nature  of  giving — whether 
that  be  giving  for  budget,  capital  or 
planned  giving.” 

“I  was  trying  to  change  the  atti¬ 
tudes  about  why  we  give  at  Asbury.” 
Support  from  the  Foundation  helped 
him  achieve  that  goal,  Rev.  Boyd  says. 

The  change  he  wanted  to  effect 
was  “that  we  see  our  resources  as  a 
gift  from  God  and  that  we  can  take 
those  resources  and  invest  them  in 
God’s  work  as  well  as  our  own  living. 
The  reason  we  do  that  is  because  they 
are  gifts  and  it  speaks  to  our  spiritual 
relationship  with  God  and  it  speaks 
very  boldly  of  who  we  are  as  United 
Methodists.  Because  our  whole 
denomination  is  built  on  the  bedrock 
of  grace.” 

Resources  at  the  Foundation  have 
helped  Rev.  Boyd  and  his  congrega¬ 
tion  to  maximize  the  effectiveness  of 
returning  their  gifts  to  God’s  work. 

For  example,  Asbury  takes  advantage 
of  the  Foundation’s  Fixed  Fund, 
which  offers  them  all  the  ease  of  deal¬ 
ing  with  a  bank  but  a  much  higher 
return  on  their  money — 4  percent. 

The  Foundation  also  helped 
Asbury  re-envision  how  they  conduct 
their  annual  campaigns.  And  every 
year  since,  giving  has  increased  dra¬ 
matically. 

Also  wishing  to  increase  annual 
giving  within  his  congregation,  Rev. 
Alonzo  Campbell,  pastor  at  Roberts 
UMC,  benefitted  from  the  aid  of  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana. 

Attending  a  Foundation-spon¬ 
sored  workshop,  conducted  by  The 
Genesis  Group,  a  leading  national 
church  financial  consulting  firm,  was 
only  one  of  the  ways  that  church 
leaders  at  Roberts  UMC  learned  how 
to  invite  members  to  think  about  the 
spiritual  dimension  of  giving.  "We 


have  all  been  blessed  by  God,”  says 
Campbell,  “and  because  we  have  all 
been  blessed  by  God,  we  should  give 
of  our  first  fruits.”  That ‘s  one  of  the 
main  tenets  he  took  away  from  the 
capital  campaign  workshop  led  by  Dr. 
Herman  Norman. 

Rev.  Ken  Irby,  pastor  of  University 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  worked  closely 
with  the  Foundation  prior  to  initiat¬ 
ing  University’s  annual  stewardship 
campaign.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
campaign,  he  wrote  to  Ken  Reed,  sen¬ 
ior  clergy  advisor  for  the  Foundation: 

“I  wanted  to  take  a  moment  to 
express  my  deep  thanks  for  your  help 
with  our  Consecration  Sunday 
Stewardship  Campaign.  For  as  long 
as  I  have  been  pastor — and  I  suspect 
in  the  entire  history  of  this  congrega¬ 
tion — we  have  never  had  a  campaign 
that  yielded  such  great  results  and 
that  received  such  positive  comments 
from  our  members. 

“From  the  initial  meeting  to  the 
conclusion  of  Consecration  Sunday, 
you  were  able  to  inform  and  inspire 
our  leaders  and  our  congregation  to 
think  seriously  and  respond  gener¬ 
ously. 

“And  it  was  accomplished  in  a  way 
that  did  not  demand  huge  outlays  of 
time  and  energy  from  the  leaders  or 
church  staff.” 

He  continued  in  the  letter  to  share 
impressive  growth  numbers  over  last 
year,  stating  that  of  221  pledges,  104 
families  indicated  an  increase  in  their 
giving  by  an  average  of  18  percent.  In 
addition,  they  received  36  new 
pledges,  and  expected  an  additional 
$30,000  in  pledges  from  those  who 
were  unable  to  attend  Consecration 
Sunday,  the  final  day  of  the  cam¬ 
paign. 

“What  is  most  exciting  about  the 
figures  is  the  spiritual  commitment 
they  indicate.  People  are  taking  seri¬ 
ously  their  Christian  discipleship  in 
an  area  that  is  sometimes  the  last  to 
be  affected  by  their  faith:  the  stew¬ 
ardship  of  their  financial  resources,” 
Irby  added. 

For  information  on  how  to 
enhance  or  revamp  church  giving 
campaigns,  contact  the  Foundation 
at  (225)  346-1535. 


Igniting  Ministry,  from  page 1 


guide.  Each  participant  will  also  receive 
additional  handouts  and  CDs  filled  with 
helpful  resources. 

Congregations  are  strongly  encour¬ 
aged  to  send  more  than  one  participant 
to  training  because  there  are  a  number 
of  break-out,  brainstorming  sessions. 

Each  church  will  be  charged  $120  for 
participation,  which  allows  them  to  send 


two  people.  If  more  than  two  come,  an 
additional  $10  for  each  person  in  atten¬ 
dance  will  cover  the  costs  of  lunch  and 
rental  of  the  conference  center  facilities. 

Don’t  miss  this  chance  to  be  inspired 
and  uplifted  by  the  dynamic  training 
style  of  Dawn  Hand  as  we  learn  together 
to  make  the  most  out  of  our  Igniting 
Ministry  resources. 
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Registration  Form 

|  2003  Igniting  Ministry  Regional  Training  j 

|  August  20, 2003,  9  a.m.-4  p.m. 

Louisiana  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth,  La. 


Participant’s  name 


Name  of  church  and  district 


Names  of  additional  participants  from  your  church 


Address  (include  city,  state,  zip) 


Daytime  Phone  Number 


E-mail  Address 

Return  this  completed  form  to:  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  Attn: 
Betty  Backstrom,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. Enclose  a  check 
for  $120  made  out  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  for  the  first  two  peo¬ 
ple  participating  from  your  church.  Include  $10  for  each  additional  par¬ 
ticipant  after  the  first  two. 

For  more  information,  contact  Betty  Backstrom  at  (225)  346-1646  or 
e-mail:  lanow@bellsouth.net. 
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Disaster  "Rebuilding  Blitz"  set  for  Aug.  15-16 


The  La.  Conference  United  Methodist 
Disaster  Recovery  Office  is  putting  a 
Rebuild  Blitz  together  for  those  who 
have  still  not  recovered  from  Hurricane 
Lili.  We  can  use  all  kinds  of  volunteers. 
There  will  be  need  for:  food  prepar¬ 


ers,  construction  site  workers,  spiritual 
rally  participants  and  younger  children 
helpers.  Please  see  below  for  more 
details. 

Anyone  interested  in  participating 
may  call  (337)  234-1177. 


Louisiana  Conference 
Hurricane  Lili  Rebuilding  BLITZ 

Rebuilding  Homes,  Rebuilding  Lives,  Rebuilding  Hope 
August  15th  &  16th 

Abbeville,  LA  Camp  Woodmen 
(Camp  Woodmen  is  nestled  on  36  well-groomed  acres 
on  the  outskirts  of  Abbeville  at  1 3505  Junuis  Road) 

There's  room  for  all  ages  ! ! 

COOKS,  CONSTRUCTION  WORKERS  AND  SPIRITUAL  LEADERS  NEEDED! 

$15  for  15  years  and  under 
$25  per  person 

Must  be  1 6  years  or  older  to  rebuild  homes 
Special  Junior  High  Spiritual  Life  Rally  Retreat 
Surprise  Mission  Assignment  for  Junior  High  -  Be  Ready  ! ! ! 

Please  contact  Elizabeth  Bodin  @  337.319.9906 
e-mail:  larecovery@bellsouth.net 
or  any  of  the  numbers  listed  below: 

703  Lee  Avenue,  Lafayette,  LA  70501 
Phone:  337.234.1 1 77  FAX:  337.234.4437 
Toll  Free:  1.866.870.1449 


Tex  Sample  to  speak  in  Monroe  Aug.  10 


Noted  preacher,  author,  seminary 
professor  and  storyteller,  Dr.  Tex 
Sample,  will  be  the  guest  preacher 
and  lecturer  Sunday,  Aug.  10,  at 
St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Monroe. 

Dr.  Sample  will  offer  a  worship 
experience  for  all  clergy  and  worship 
design  teams  entided,  ‘‘Traditional 


Worship  in  Multimedia  Form,”  from 
3-4:30  p.m.,  which  will  include  time 
for  questions.  He  will  also  preach  on 
“The  Practices  of  Transformation,” 
(Romans  121-2,9-18)  at  8:30,  10,  and 
1 1  a.m.  worship  services. 

For  more  information,  please  call 
Nancy  Wofford  at  St.  Paul’s  UMC, 
(318)  322-4454. 


Spiritual  academy  to 

The  Academy  for  Spiritual 
Leadership  begins  its  sixth  year  in 
September  with  the  2003-2004  ses¬ 
sion  of  Track  One,  a  four- retreat 
process  that  explores  various  facets  of 
raising  up  spiritual  leaders. 

Rev.  Grace  Imathiu,  ordained  in 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Kenya,  will 
lead  the  first  retreat,  September 
11-13,  focusing  on  the  theme 
Connecting  to  Our  Calling.  Other 
themes  and  leaders  for  this  series  are: 
Connecting  to  Our  Souls  with  Rev. 

Jane  Vennard;  Connecting  to  Our 
Congregation  and  Community  with 
Rev.  Emanuel  Cleaver;  and 
Connecting  to  Our  Faith  Journey  with 
Rev.  Howard  Hanger  and  Mr.  Earl 
Hefley. 


begin  in  September 

Two  retreats  will  be  held  in  the  fall 
of  2003  and  one  each  in  the  winter 
and  spring  of  2004. 

Continuing  education  units  are 
awarded  at  the  completion  of  the 
retreat  series. 

The  cost  for  Track  One  is  $350, 
payable  in  two  installments.  If  you 
feel  called  to  be  a  part  of  this  adven¬ 
ture  in  faith  that  is  Track  One  of  the 
Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership,  or 
if  you  would  like  more  information, 
please  call  Rev.  Carole  Cotton  Winn, 
director  of  The  Academy,  at  (985)  639- 
9531  or  Shannon  Sandifer,  adminis¬ 
trative  assistant,  at  (225)  346-1646  for 
more  information. 

We  will  be  accepting  applications 
through  August  30. 


The  first  Discerners  Academy  was  held  recently  at  the  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth.  Pictured  above  are  Bruce  Wilson  Jr.,  LaSheena  Simmons,  Woody 
Faerber,  Darius  Hill,  Karen  Stelzer  and  Amber  Monette. 


Next  Discerners  Academy  set  for  Aug.  1  -3 


The  first  Discerners  Academy,  held 
at  The  Conference  Center  at 
Woodworth,  offered  an  opportunity 
for  discerners  to  explore  their  call  to 
ministry  and  to  learn  more  about  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
ministry  process.  Dr.  Steve  Long  of 
Garrett-Evangelical  School  of 
Theology  led  participants  in 
“Connecting  with  the  Bible." 

The  Discerners  Academy  is  staffed 


by  ministers  and  church  leaders  from 
across  the  Louisiana  Conference  who 
facilitate  small  groups,  lead  in  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening  worship,  and  offer 
“one-on-one”  guidance  to  discerners. 

The  next  Discerners  Academy  will 
be  held  Aug.  1-3  and  is  open  to  any¬ 
one  who  is  a  fiigh  school  senior  or 
older.  Contact  Rev.  Carole  Cotton 
Winn  at  (985)  639-953 1  or  ccotton- 
winn@msn.com  for  more  information. 


Labyrinth  offers  metaphor  for  spiritual  journey 


For  Christians  today,  walking  the 
labyrinth  is  often  a  metaphor  for  our 
own  spiritual  journey,  a  journey  that  car¬ 
ries  us  to  the  center  of  our  being,  where 
God  is,  and  out  again  into  the  world, 
where  God  calls  us  to  serve  and  live  out 
our  faith. 

The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership 
owns  a  portable  labyrinth  that  is  avail¬ 
able  for  use  throughout  the  Conference. 
When  the  labyrinth  goes  to  a  church  or 
group,  it  travels  with  a  trained  facilitator 
who  can  explain  its  fiistory  and  offer 
suggestions  on  how  to  use  this  ancient 
prayer  walk. 


The  Academy  is  offering  an  overnight 
labyrinth  retreat  that  will  provide  train¬ 
ing  for  those  interested  in  facilitating 
labyrinth  events.  The  retreat  is  also  open 
to  those  who  would  like  to  experience 
the  labyrinth  during  a  time  apart.  The 
retreat  will  be  held  at  the  Conference 
Center  in  Woodworth  from  11  a.m.  on 
Friday,  Aug.  15,  through  3  p.m.  on 
Saturday,  Aug.  16. 

The  cost  is  $75  per  person  and 
includes  room  and  meals.  For  more 
information,  call  Carole  Cotton  Winn  at 
(985)  639-9531  or  Shannon  Sandifer  at 
(225)  346-1646. 


Monroe  and  Ruston  District  Ministry  Teams  Present: 

Children's  Christian  Education  Workshop 
Featuring:  Rev.  Mary  Alice  Gran, 

Director  of  Children's  Ministries, 

General  Board  of  Discipleship 

Saturday,  September  6, 2003,  1 0  a.m.  until  3  p.m. 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  West  Monroe 
141 1  Glenwood  Drive 
(1-20  Service  Road) 

Cost:  $20  per  person;  maximum  of  $50  per  church 
(lunch  and  materials  included) 

This  workshop  is  designed  for  those  in  the  church  who  plan  and  lead  children's 
ministries.There  will  be  instruction  on  why  to  have  Children's  programming, 
how  to  train  teachers,  and  rotation  Sunday  school. There  will  also  be  a  time  for 
small  group  work  and  questions  and  answers. 

For  accommodations  information,  call  Tonya  Hamilton,  (318)  387-0511. 
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Volunteer  teacher  Minh  An  Nguyen  from  Chicago,  III.,  leads  a  class  of  older  students  in 
Vietnamese  language  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  above. 
Above  right,  teacher  Nhat  Ly  Duong  instructs  a  young  pupil  at  the  board.  Another 
young  student  stretches  to  learn,  right.  Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Vietnamese,  from  page 1 


for  our  church.  Their  (the  interns)  pres¬ 
ence  did  a  lot  for  the  community;  it 
made  the  program  and  our  church  more 
visible  within  the  city’s  Vietnamese  pop¬ 
ulation.  We  are  really  looking  forward  to 
this  ministry  continuing.” 

Haynes  added  that  housing  the 
interns  in  the  homes  of  church  members 
was  an  “awesome”  experience.  “To 
exchange  cultures  like  that  was  a  rare 
opportunity  for  us.” 

The  team  then  headed  to  Baton 
Rouge  for  two  weeks  of  summer  camp 
at  Broadmoor  UMC  and  an  evangelistic 
gathering  later  this  month. 

The  Vietnamese  Summer  Day  Camp 
serves  children  ages  6-11.  “Betty”  Bich 
Thy  Tran,  who  worked  with  similar 
camps  held  in  Baton  Rouge  last  summer 
and  over  the  Christmas  holidays,  helped 
this  group  of  interns  get  acclimated  to 
the  city  and  acquainted  with  the 
Vietnamese  population  currently  being 
served  through  the  ministry  at 
Broadmoor  UMC. 

Last  summer,  six  missionary 
interns —  of  which  three  were  seminary 
students — were  selected  to  live  in  Baton 
Rouge  for  8-10  weeks.  The  interns  lived 
with  host  families  in  the  Broadmoor 
UMC  congregation.  The  church  agreed 
to  provide  office  space  for  the  interns 
and  a  setting  for  Vacation  Bible  School 
and  other  Bible  studies.  The  interns 
worked  to  develop  contacts  within  the 
city’s  Vietnamese  community,  cultivating 
and  developing  a  base  for  a  permanent 
Vietnamese  ministry. 

With  Tran's  help,  To  and  the  other  five 
interns  working  this  year’s  summer 
camp  have  built  on  their  predecessors’ 
progress  to  produce  yet  another  success¬ 
ful  event  in  this  ongoing  ministry.  The 
interns  include  Minh  An  Nguyen, 
Hannah-Lee  Nguyen,  Nhat  Ly  Duong, 
Hieu  Truong,  Jenny  Tran  and  To. 

Hannah-Lee  Nguyen  lives  in  Canada, 
but  attends  church  in  Troy,  Michigan. 


“Most  of  us  were  recruited  at  a  youth 
rally,  held  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 
Although  this  is  my  first  mission  trip,  I 
have  had  a  lot  of  fun.  The  kids  are  really 
excited  to  be  here,”  said  Nguyen. 

She  shared  a  story  about  a  boy  named 
Anthony,  who  just  had  his  twelfth  birth¬ 
day.  “Although  the  camp  starts  at  8:30 
a.m.  each  day,  Anthony  asked  if  he  could 
start  coming  at  8  a.m.  He  was  having 
such  a  good  time,  he  couldn’t  wait  to  get 
here  in  the  mornings,”  Nguyen  said  with 
a  laugh.  “I  hated  to  tell  him  ‘No,’  but  we 
need  our  sleep  to  keep  up  with  this 
group.” 

Key  to  getting  this  historic  project  off 
the  ground  have  been  Dr.  Luat  Tran, 
chairperson  of  the  national  Vietnamese 
Caucus,  and  Revs.  Linh  and  True 
Nguyen.  Because  of  their  commitment 
to  Christian  ministry  with  Vietnamese 
peoples,  Dr.  Tran  worked  to  secure  the 
first  group  of  interns  from  his  congrega¬ 
tion  in  California,  and  the  Nguyens  con¬ 
tinue  to  serve  as  advisors  for  the  Baton 
Rouge  project,  in  addition  to  serving 
their  appointments  in  Houston. 

Rev.  Bob  Burgess,  senior  pastor  of 
Broadmoor  said,  “Many  Vietnamese  live 
along  Florida  Boulevard  in  the  Sherwood 
Forest  area  of  Baton  Rouge.  This  min¬ 
istry  is  a  perfect  fit  for  us,  as  we  are  such 
close  neighbors.  Overall,  we  at 
Broadmoor  UMC  have  been  seeking 
God’s  guidance  to  be  in  ministry  around 
the  world.  Right  in  our  back  yard,  we  can 
reach  out  to  serve  this  group,  and  ulti¬ 
mately  play  a  role  in  helping  to  found  a 
new  church.” 

Rev.  Amy  Mercer,  minister  of 
Discipleship  and  Missions  for 
Broadmoor  UMC,  serves  as  Broadmoor’s 
liaison  for  the  ministry.  “It’s  wonderful  to 
see  the  joy  experienced  by  the  children 
as  they  are  served  by  this  ministry.  The 
Vietnamese  language  classes  have  been 
mixed  in  with  story  time,  arts  and  crafts, 
and  lots  of  other  activities,  so  the  kids 


don’t  feel  like  they  are  in  school.  We  are 
not  trying  to  ‘make  them  just  like  us’; 
instead,  together  we  are  learning  how  to 
appreciate  the  incredible  diversity  with¬ 
in  the  kingdom  of  God.  As  a  result  of  last 
year’s  mission  to  Baton  Rouge,  English  as 
Second  Language  classes  (ESL)  have 
been  added  to  our  ministries.  Just  this 
week  we  have  expanded  this  ministry  to 
include  citizenship  classes  and  English 
Comer.” 

Although  the  ministry  draws  largely 
from  neighboring  areas,  the  program  is 


becoming  popular  throughout  the  city. 
"We  even  have  some  kids  coming  who 
live  on  Tiger  Bend  Road,”  said  To,  refer¬ 
ring  to  an  area  on  the  southeastern  edge 
of  Baton  Rouge.  The  program  has  been 
so  successful  that  To  and  the  other 
interns  hope  there  will  also  be  a  summer 
camp  for  middle  school  children  next 
year.  “Some  of  our  older  kids  have  even 
volunteered  to  help  as  counselors  in  the 
future.  It  is  so  rewarding  to  see  how 
much  this  means  to  them,”  said  To.  “This 
ministry  is  really  making  a  difference.” 
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Party!  A  live  band  was  featured  at  the  Confirmation  Party  given  by  St.  Andrews  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge.  The  group  includes  musicians:  Ben  Hunsicker,  Jonathan  Dent  and  Craig 
Madole  from  Grace  Community  UMC;  and  Steven  Bearden  from  Vivian  UMC.  Friends 
since  high  school, "we  don't  play  together  normally,"  Bearden  said."We  played  and  wor¬ 
shiped  with  those  youth  and  everyone  had  a  good  time." 


Moses  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  hosted  a  reception  in  honor  of  their  pastor, 
Glorious  Wright  (seated).  Visiting  pastors  and  guests  shared  remarks  during  a  special 
Sunday  afternoon  service.  The  Moses  Chapel  Choir  presented  selected  music. The 
church  provided  a  dinner  following  the  service.  Rev.  Wright  is  beginning  her  second 
year  as  pastor  of  the  Moses  Chapel-Beech  Grove  Charge. 


For  the  birds 

Camp  Istrouma  was  full  of  lively  3rd  and  4th  graders  during  the  week  of  June  30-July  3. 
The  theme  for  this  year's  camp  was  "Under  God's  Roof."  The  children  learned  about 
Habitat  for  Humanity  and  God's  love  for  all  creation. They  built  blue  bird  houses  as  one  of 
the  craft  projects.  The  camp  had  95  campers  under  the  direction  of  Judy  and  Bill  Willis. 


Meeting  a  need!  Six  graduates  of  the  Laubach  Way  to  teach  adults  to  read  are 
ready  to  meet  the  need  of  non-reading  adults.  Pictured  are  (left  to  right): 
Shirley  Cupit,  Scotty  Dawson,  Instructor  Pam  Lockwood,  Linda  Courtney,  Lyn 
Sheehan,  Beth  Dawson,  and  Katherine  Auer. 


Group  gives  gift  of  literacy 


"Can  you  help  me  learn  how  to 
read?”  quietly  asked  the  middle- 
aged  lady. 

“I  have  trouble  shopping. 
Sometimes  I  guess  right  by  looking 
at  the  pictures,  but  there  are  times 
when  I’ve  really  guessed  wrong.” 

The  staff  of  the  local  branch  of 
the  Audubon  Regional  Library  start¬ 
ed  looking  for  ways  to  help  their 
patrons  learn  to  read.  They  contact¬ 
ed  educators  and  community  serv¬ 
ice  organizations. 

When  they  told  retired  teacher 
and  library  patron,  Beth  Dawson, 
about  their  search,  she  began  to  look 
for  a  way  to  help  non-reading  adults. 
According  to  the  Louisiana 
Department  of  Education,  54  per¬ 
cent  of  Louisiana’s  adult  population 
is  functioning  at  low  education  lev¬ 
els  and  cannot  effectively  become 
part  of  the  high  skills  workplace  of 
the  21st  century. 

Faced  with  this  information  and 
the  knowledge  that  many  adults 
need  help  learning  to  read,  Dawson 
sent  out  emails  to  friends  and  teach¬ 
ers  asking  for  literacy  resources. 

One  email  response  came  from 
Dawson’s  friend  and  fellow  teacher, 
Pam  Lockwood. 

A  certified  teacher  for  the 
Laubach  Way  to  teach  adults  to  read, 
Lockwood  specializes  in  literacy 
with  the  Louisiana  Baptist 
Convention. 

Having  taught  in  the  East 


Feliciana  Parish  Schools  in  Jackson, 
Louisiana,  she  was  eager  to  make  a 
return  trip  to  conduct  literacy  train¬ 
ing. 

Arranging  for  a  class  to  be  held  at 
Jackson  United  Methodist  Church, 
Dawson  recruited  six  students  who 
wanted  to  teach  other  adults  to  read. 

Though  this  group  consisted  of  a 
majority  of  teachers  and  retired 
teachers,  anyone  can  take  the 
course. 

The  class  met  Monday  through 
Wednesday  for  an  intensive  course 
of  study. 

One  exercise  used  a  coded  alpha¬ 
bet  that  the  students  attempted  to 
read. 

The  purpose  of  the  exercise  was 
to  help  the  prospective  teachers 
understand  how  non-readers  feel 
when  they  see  a  page  of  print. 
Lockwood  explained  that  the  print 
looks  like  gibberish. 

The  students  learned  about 
dynamics  involved  in  the  families 
and  daily  lives  of  adults  who  cannot 
read. 

Lockwood  explained  that  the 
cycle  includes  feelings  of  low 
esteem,  anger  and  frustration. 
Graduates  of  the  class  are  now  ready 
to  assist  adults  in  our  area  who  wish 
to  learn  to  read. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Lyn  Sheehan  at  the  Jackson  Branch 
of  the  Audubon  Regional  Library  at 
(225)  634-7408. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
Baton  Rouge  District  Communication  Advisor: 


Lyn  Sheehan 
PO.  Box  250 
Jackson,  LA  70748 
(225)  634-7408 
lyn_sheehan@hotmail.com 
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Rev.  John  Johns  led  a  study  on  Restorative  Justice  for  the  Wesley  Night  Circle  of  Nolley 
Memorial  UMC.  Restorative  Justice  is  one  of  the  three  studies  chosen  by  the  Women's 
Division  of  United  Methodist  Women.  Johns  is  the  Restorative  Justice  Coordinator  for 
the  Louisiana  Conference. 


The  Alexandria  District  recently  re-certified  its  lay  speakers.  Rev.  Ed  Dilworth  led 
the  study  of  "Let  the  Redeemed  of  the  Lord  Say  So"  at  Palestine  United 
Methodist  Church  for  church  leaders  seeking  re-certification  as  Certified  Lay 
Speakers.  Those  in  attendance  were:  Cliff  Kelley  and  Bob  Nash,  First  UMC 
Pineville;  Linda  Tennie  and  Ingrid  Milo,  Wilton  UMC;  Eloise  Cox,  Nolley  Mem. 
UMC;  Jack  Sandell, Trinity  UMC  Alexandria;  Carolyn  Fletcher,  Palestine  UMC;  Billy 
Jack  McGlothin,  First  UMC  Alexandria;  Thomas  Hennigan,  First  UMC 
Natchitoches;  and  Denver  Wofford  and  Nolan  Johnson,  Colfax  UMC. 


Christian  women  unite  in  service 


Some  people  may  think  that  a  small 
congregation  church  is  not  able  to  have 
a  women’s  group  because  there  are  so 
few  members  available.  But  sometimes 
you  have  to  just  go  with  your  feelings. 
There  were  some  who  really  wanted  this 
to  happen.  So  on  February  12, 2002,  the 
group  held  their  first  meeting  with  seven 
women  present. 

As  they  sat  there  discussing  plans  for 
study  and  the  goals  of  where  they  would 
like  the  group  to  be  in  service  to  the 
community,  someone  mentioned  that 
they  knew  of  someone  from  another 
church  who  would  enjoy  this. 

It  was  decided  to  expand  this  to  other 
women  from  the  community  making  it 
an  ecumenical  study  and  service  group. 
And  as  it  has  been  said  in  so  many  other 
ventures,  the  rest  is  history. 

One  year  later  the  group  has  grown  to 
19  members.  They  meet  once  a  month 
and  have  taken  on  the  study  of  “The 
Prayer  of  Jebez”  and  “Living  Free”  that 


was  led  by  Beth  Lord,  a  local  author. 
Guest  speakers  are  invited  to  share  with 
the  group  concerning  special  projects 
such  as  Kairos  Prison  Ministry  and  mis¬ 
sionary  work  in  Southeast  Asia. 

Although  the  women  of  the 
Cheneyville  United  Methodist  Church 
started  this  group,  its  membership  is 
composed  of  women  from  the  Catholic 
Church,  Christian  Church,  Episcopal 
Church,  Baptist  Church  and  Methodist 
Churches  from  Lecompte  and  Bayou 
Chicot. 

Their  service  projects  are  too  numer¬ 
ous  to  list,  everything  from  baking  cook¬ 
ies  for  the  local  VA  Flospital  to  support¬ 
ing  the  Baptist  Orphanage  in  Mexico. 

If  there  is  a  need  in  any  of  the  church¬ 
es,  this  group  will  take  it  on  as  they  sup¬ 
port  the  mission  projects  of  each 
church. 

This  group  is  truly  building  bridges  in 
rural  Louisiana  and  helping  people 
around  the  world. 


WAY  COOL  -  That's  what  the  children  and  youth  of  Glenmora  UMC  called  their  recent 
trip  to  the  Ice  Gators  practice  rink.  It  was  slick  skating  as  they  stepped  out  of  their  com¬ 
fort  zone  to  get  on  the  ice  for  the  first  time  in  their  lives.  They  skated  to  Christian  music 
and  helped  each  other  confronting  a  common  challenge,  the  ICE. The  youngest  played 
in  the  snow.  Everyone  voted  to  "do  this  again". 


Glenmora  United  Methodist  Church  recently  celebrated  the  beginning  of  a  new 
UMW  unit.  Pictured  above  (I  to  r)  are:  Madeline  Townsend,  Mary  Ann  Rivers, 
Urble  Fontenot,  Sis  Rhodes,  Elaine  Moreno,  Muriel  Miller  (District  President),  Jeri 
Mizell,  Frances  Irvine,  Judy  McDonald,  Alice  Goree,  Hilda  Morison  and  Kitty 
Blackburn. 


Glenmora  celebrates  new  UMW  unit 


The  United  Methodist  Women 
of  Glenmora  held  a  celebration  of 
new  beginnings.  Mrs.  Muriel 
Miller,  District  UMW  President 
presented  a  wonderful  program. 
Officers  were  installed  and  a  new 
charter  was  presented. 

Eleven  new  charter  members 
attended  this  service.  District 


officers  and  guests  from  Pollock 
UMC,  Nolley  UMC  of  Jena, 
Alexandria  First  UMC,  Horseshoe 
Drive  UMC  and  Fellowship  UMC 
attended  the  celebration. 

All  enjoyed  the  singing  and  fel¬ 
lowship  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
was  present  at  this  joyous  celebra¬ 
tion. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
Alexandria  District  Communication  Advisors: 


Rev.  Bill  and  Judy  McDonald 
59  Sandy  Lane 
Elmer,  LA  71424 
windfingers@centurytel.net 
(318)  793-5612 


July  25, 2003 


Louisiana  Conference NCW! 


7 


war-torn  Liberia 


Bishop  urges  U.S.  action  to  bring  peace  to 


(UMNS) — The  United  States  and  the 
United  Methodist  Church  must  take 
immediate  action  to  bring  peace  to 
Liberia,  says  Bishop  Felton  Edwin  May, 
who  has  consulted  with  the  White  House 
on  humanitarian  and  economic  issues 
in  Africa. 

“It  is  with  peace  in  mind  that  I  con¬ 
gratulate  President  George  W.  Bush  on 
his  recent  trip  to  Africa,  and  urge  him  to 
authorize  American  participation  in  an 
international  peacekeeping  effort  in 
Liberia,”  said  May,  leader  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  Washington  Area,  in  a  July  10 


statement. 

The  bishop  also  called  on  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  “redouble  its  fund¬ 
ing  and  support  of  projects  in  Africa,  to 
sustain  the  mission  and  ministry  already 
there  and  to  create  new  opportunities 
and  new  disciples  for  Jesus  Christ.” 

Conditions  in  Liberia  are  “heartrend¬ 
ing,”  said  the  Rev.  Victor  Sawyer,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Africa  Committee  of  the 
Baltimore-Washington  Annual  (regional) 
Conference.  He  has  frequent  communi¬ 
cation  with  people  in  West  Africa,  where 
he  was  born. 


"The  situation  is  grim,”  Sawyer  said. 
Almost  a  third  of  the  country’s  people 
are  homeless.  The  people  have  no  elec¬ 
tricity,  little  running  water,  and  dwin¬ 
dling  supplies  of  medicine  and  food,  he 
said.  “Many  of  the  people  are  dying  not 
from  gunshots  but  from  hunger.” 

Liberia  has  undergone  successive  civil 
wars  in  the  past  two  decades.  Rebels 
now  are  trying  to  topple  the  government 
of  President  Charles  Taylor,  a  former 
warlord  himself  who  has  been  indicted 
for  war  crimes  by  an  international  court. 
“The  rebels  who  have  been  fighting  to 


W.T.  Handy  convocation  coming  soon  in  New  Orleans 


The  Annual  W.T.  Handy  Convocation 
with  the  focus  of  Strengthening  the 
Black  Church  for  the  21st  Century  will  be 
held  at  Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans 
Nov.  14-15. 

The  convocation  speaker  will  be  Dr. 
Me  Callister  Hollins,  senior  pastor  of  Ben 
Hill  United  Methodist  Church,  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  which  consists  of  10,000  members. 
Rev.  Cynthia  Wilson,  associate  pastor  of 
Worship  and  Music  will  render  music. 
Other  programmatic  leaders  will  be  as 


BY  TIM  HEBERT 

The  Louisiana  Conference  website 
has  grown  from  a  handful  of  pages  six 
years  ago  to  over  four  hundred  today. 
There  are  numerous  resources  available 
24  hours  a  day  at  your  fingertips.  Here 
are  some  of  the  features  that  can  be 
found  at  <www.la-umc.org>. 

A  new  feature  added  this  year  is  the 
“This  Month”  page.  It  contains  a  calen¬ 
dar  of  events  for  the  month,  a  church 
and  district  of  the  month  link,  an  audio 
profile,  a  cartoon,  a  link  to  that  month’s 
T01  article’,  and  more.  The  ‘101  article’  is 
part  of  a  series  explaining  the  basics  of  a 
different  topic  each  month. 

Some  of  the  other  new  features  of  our 
website  include  highlights  from  the  LA 
Now!  newspaper  that  are  posted  online 
every  two  weeks.  We  now  have  a  mes¬ 
sage  board  to  share  our  thoughts  and 
ideas. 


follows: 

Dr.  Craig  Gilliam-  "Conflict  and  the 
Local  Church”; 

Dr.  Michael  Dash-  “Visioning  in  Your 
Local  Church”; 

Mrs.  Idalene  Williams-  “Clergy  Taxes”; 

Rev.  Jackie  Harewood-"Shalom  Zone 
Ministry.” 

The  convocation  hotel  will  be  the 
Holiday  Inn  Superdome,  330  Loyola 
Avenue  in  downtown  New  Orleans. 
Please  contact  Trudy  Guidroz  at  the 


Besides  a  clergy  database,  there  is  a 
Willingness  to  Serve  human  resources 
database.  We  have  also  started  to  make  a 
variety  of  forms  available  online  for 
downloading.  If  you  haven’t  signed  up 
for  the  Bishop’s  email  list,  there  is  a  web 
page  explaining  how  to  subscribe.  Of 
course,  we  still  have  numerous  resources 
that  have  been  online  for  several  years. 
The  complete  Conference  calendar  is 
available  in  webpage,  Word,  and  Palm 
formats.  There  is  a  description  of  the 
variety  ofVIM  projects  available 
throughout  the  year. 

Other  information  online  includes 
the  Resource  Center  Catalog,  District 
information  (including  the  listing  of 
churches  and  appointments),  and  even 
a  chat  page  for  holding  casual  conversa¬ 
tions  or  online  meetings. 

If  there  is  not  enough  material  at  the 
Conference  website  for  you,  there  are 


Holiday  Inn  for  reservations  at  (504)  581- 
1600  by  October  15.  The  registration  fee 
for  adults  is:  $25  and  the  registration  for 
youth  is$10.  For  more  information 
please  contact  Alonzo  Campbell,  PO. 

Box  193,  Denham  Springs,  LA  70727; 
(225)  664-7979,  email:  <alonzojcamp- 
bell@yahoo.com>. 

All  mail-in  registrations  are  requested 
to  be  mailed  to  the  La.  Conference  Office 
of  Special  Ministries  at  the  above 
address  prior  to  Nov.  1. 


church  resources 

hundreds  of  links  to  our  church  sites, 
religious  study  sites,  United  Methodist 
sites,  etc.  We  even  have  a  portal  entrance 
at  <www.unitedmethodists.net>  for  visi¬ 
tors  that  is  built  around  the  Igniting 
Ministries  theme. 

Be  sure  to  recommend  that  address 
when  inviting  outsiders  to  our  website. 
You  might  want  to  go  to  the  flyer  page  to 
download  and  print  some  flyers  to  post 
around  your  church  and  community  to 
advertise  our  website. 

A  potentially  useful  service  is  provid¬ 
ed  by  the  company  E-zekiel,  which 
offers  a  15-35  percent  discount  to  UMC 
churches  on  their  web  hosting  services. 
Churches  without  a  knowledgeable  web 
person  might  find  this  a  good  alterna¬ 
tive. 

If  you  ever  have  ideas  or  suggestions 
on  how  we  can  improve  the  site,  please 
let  us  know  at  <tim@la-umc.org>. 


overthrow  Taylor  have  their  hands 
deeply  stained  with  blood,  just  as  does 
Charles  Taylor,”  Sawyer  said. 

“The  human  devastation  in  Monrovia 
(Liberia’s  capital)  is  something  you 
couldn’t  dream  of,”  said  the  Rev. 
Laurence  Bropleh,  a  Baltimore- 
Washington  Conference  pastor  from 
Liberia,  who  has  worked  as  regional 
executive  secretary  on  sub-Saharan 
Africa  for  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Law  and  order  have  broken  down, 
said  Bropleh,  who  speaks  with  people  in 
Liberia  daily.  He  confirmed  reports  of 
rape,  harassment  of  civilians  by  armed 
men,  and  child  separation  within  the 
internally  displaced  people’s  camp. 
“Brutality  and  suffering  reign,”  he  said. 

Although  Taylor  has  suggested  that 
he  is  willing  to  step  down,  observers  are 
skeptical.  “In  the  1990  war,  13  peace 
accords  were  signed.  Taylor  reneged  on 
each  one,”  Bropleh  said. 

“No  one  is  acting  for  the  sake  of 
peace  in  Liberia,”  Sawyer  said.  “A  third 
party,  whose  sole  interest  is  peace,  is 
essential,  and  that  third  party  must  have 
the  military  might  to  ensure  peace.  It 
must  be  the  United  States." 

The  pastors  applauded  May’s  call  for 
military  intervention  and  the  continued 
empowerment  of  African  leadership. 

“Today  the  bloodshed  must  stop,”  the 
bishop  said.  “With  President  Bush  in 
Africa,  now  is  the  time  for  the  United 
States  to  send  both  finances  and  per¬ 
sonnel  to  participate  in  the  internation¬ 
al  peacekeeping  effort. 

“In  addition,  the  United  States  must 
contribute  to  the  disarmament  and 
reintegration  of  the  combatants,  the 
financial  support  of  the  displaced  per¬ 
sons  and  refugees,  the  creation  of  equi¬ 
table  and  fair  global  trading  practices, 
and  the  conducting  of  free  and  fair  elec¬ 
tions.” 

Bush,  who  recently  visited  several 
African  countries,  not  including  Liberia, 
has  expressed  concern  about  the  crisis. 

A  team  of  U.S.  military  experts  arrived  in 
Liberia  July  8  to  assess  the  country’s 
needs. 

Liberia  has  a  long  history  with  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  which  sent  its 
first  missionary,  Melville  B.  Cox,  there  in 
1832 — only  10  years  after  freed 
American  slaves  founded  the  country. 

Wilson  earns 
scholarship 

Dionne 
Wilson  of  Mt. 

Vernon  United 
Methodist 
Church  in  the 
Acadiana  District 
was  one  of  21 
students  hon¬ 
ored  with  a 
Daughenbaugh- 
Matheny 
Scholarship  for  use  in  higher  educa¬ 
tion. 

Wilson  is  a  student  at  Dillard 
University  in  New  Orleans. 


Strengthening  the  Black  Church:  2003  W.T.  Handy  Convocation 

Name _ 

Street _ _ 

City  _ _ 

State _  Zip _ 

Day  phone _  Evening  phone _ 

E-mail _  Fax _ 

Name  of  church _ 

Send  this  form  along  with  a  $25  check  made  to:  W.T.  Handy  Convocation,  Attn:  Alonzo  Campbell, 

P.  O.  Box  1 93,  Denham  Springs,  LA  70727. 
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Southern  Wesley  Foundation 

On  Sunday,  June  22,  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  for  Southern  University 
hosted  a  welcome  reception  for  Rev.  Rodney  D.  Wooten  at  the  Wesley  Foundation  Building. 

At  left:  Hallique  Dawson,  right,  board  chair,  opened  the  reception  program  and  welcomed 
Wooten,  left,  and  the  invited  guests.  The  audience  sang  the  opening  hymn, "A  Charge  to  Keep  I 
Have,"  followed  by  the  prayer  given  by  Anthony  Lathan. 

Charlene  Jones  and  Corey  Hill  rendered  musical  solos  accompanied  by  Eileen  Kennedy.  Kerry 
Jones  read  the  scripture  lessons,  with  each  scripture  followed  by  audience  singing,  directed  by 
Jannie  Cox. 

Dawson  presented  plaques  to  Rev.  George  W.  C.  Calvin,  (accepted  by  Linda  Washington),  for  his 
years  of  dedicated  service  as  Director  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  and  to  Richard  Turnley  for  his 
years  of  service  as  a  member  of  the  Wesley  Board  of  Directors. The  board  members  then 
pledged  their  support  to  Wooten. 

The  reception  program  ended  with  remarks  from  Wooten  and  the  closing  prayer  given  by  Rev. 
Willie  Laws. There  were  more  than  55  United  Methodists  in  attendance. 


E-mail  offers  important  tool  for  churches 


BY  TIM  HEBERT 

In  just  a  few  years,  the  use  of  email  as 
a  communications  tool  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  has  skyrocketed.  It  is  used 
for  lay  communications,  pastoral  mes¬ 
sages,  sending  local  church  information, 
sending  information  along  the 
grapevine,  and  even  the  Bishop  sends 
out  a  regular  communication  via  email. 

It  is  cheaper  and  faster  than  postal 
mail.  Unlike  a  phone  call,  you  can  send 
files  such  as  documents,  pictures,  and 
even  video  with  your  message.  We  may 
have  learned  in  school  how  to  address  a 
letter  or  make  a  phone  call,  but  there  are 
also  guidelines  to  proper  e-mail  eti¬ 
quette.  A  simple  but  important  part  of 
an  e-mail  is  the  subject  line.  Some  peo¬ 
ple  receive  many  e-mails  a  day. 

If  you  state  the  subject  clearly  then 
your  message  should  get  the  attention  it 
deserves.  If  the  sender  or  recipient  needs 
to  go  back  to  review  an  old  e-mail,  they 
can  also  find  it  easier  if  the  subject  line  is 
descriptive. 

Although  most  e-mail  program  can 
send  mail  in  plain  text  form  or  HTML 
form,  some  people  still  can’t  receive 
HTML  e-mail.  HTML  email  allows  you 
to  use  text  styles,  colors,  and  graphics. 

If  you  want  to  insure  your  recipients 
can  receive  a  readable  e-mail,  it  is  best 
to  use  plain  text  when  sending  most  of 
your  emails.  One  of  the  difficult  things 
about  written  communication,  and  that 


includes  e-mails,  is  the  inability  to  con¬ 
vey  emotion.  Without  the  ability  to  see 
facial  expressions  or  vocal  tone,  an  inno¬ 
cent  statement  may  be  taken  the  wrong 
way.  One  way  to  show  some  form  of 
emotion  is  to  use  ‘emoticons’  —  symbols 
to  indicate  emotion  such  as  a  smile  :-)  or 
a  frown :-(. 

If  it  seems  that  a  message  may  be 
misconstrued,  then  be  sure  to  contact 
them  (in  person  or  at  least  by  phone) 
and  speak  to  them  about  it.  Sometimes 
it  can  be  frustrating  to  send  an  e-mail 
and  not  get  a  reply. 

What  time  frame  should  you  use  in 
responding  to  (or  expecting  a  response 
from)  an  e-mail?  When  getting  a  phone 
message,  you  typically  respond  that 
same  day.  When  receiving  a  letter,  it  may 
be  days  or  weeks. 

E-mails  fall  somewhere  in-between.  If 
you  have  an  e-mail  address,  it  would  be 
a  good  idea  to  check  it  at  least  once  a 
day. 

While  you  certainly  may  respond  as 
soon  as  it’s  received,  waiting  longer  than 
a  few  days  might  lead  the  sender  to 
wonder  if  it  was  received.  If  your 
response  may  take  some  time  to  pre¬ 
pare,  you  might  want  to  send  a  short  e- 
mail  saying  ‘message  received,  will 
respond  soon.’ 

For  more  ideas  and  suggestions  about 
proper  e-mail  etiquette,  check  out  the  E- 
mail  Etiquette  webpage  <www.la- 
umc.org/ email.htm>  at  the  Conference 


CONFERENCE  CALENDAR 


JULY 

31 -Aug.  1 

Cursillo  #97 

La.  Conference  Center 

31 -Aug.  3 

Weekend  of  the  Cross 

Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 

AUGUST 

1 

United  Methodist  Foundation  of  La.  moves  to  new  location 

1-3 

Discerners  Academy 

La.  Conference  Center 

6 

United  Methodist  Foundation  of  La.  Appropriations 

Foundation  Bldg. 

Committee 

Baton  Rouge 

7 

United  Methodist  Foundation  of  La.  Investment 

Foundation  Bldg. 

Committee 

Baton  Rouge 

22-23 

Adult  Youth  Workers 

La.  Conference  Center 

r  — - - —  — - i 
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i  If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness  in  i 

1  Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La. NOW!  and  you  1 
will  receive  it.  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass  the  form  along 
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Please  mail  to:  Subscriptions,  La. NOW!,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802 
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Lafon  to  host 
'extravaganza' 

The  Lafon  Nursing  Home  Auxiliary 
will  sponsor  a  “Fashion 
Extravaganza”  luncheon  on  Saturday, 
Sept.  13  at  Sclafani’s  Restaurant  in 
New  Orleans. 

Tickets  for  the  event,  which  starts 
at  1  p.m.,  are  $25  each.  Tables  of  ten 
can  be  reserved.  A  prize  will  be  given 
to  the  church  or  organization  with 
the  highest  attendance. 

For  ticket  information,  call 
Lucinda  Bynum  at  (504)  241-7138  or 
Amelia  W.  Clark  at  (504)  945-9448. 


Religious  art  exhibit  /8 
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in  decline /3 
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■  North  Shore 
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LOUISIANA 


THE  UNITED 


METHODIST 

CHURCH 


./Vmj/f  T- 

MJ  Wb  i  M  opportunities  and 

mm  |p  Ir  witness  of  louisana 

CONFERENCE  MINISTRIES 


VOL  4,  NO.  15 


BATON  ROUGE,  LA 


August  15,2003 


Conference's  ties  to  Cambodia  continue  to  grow 


Esther  Gitoubu  serves  as  a  GBGM 
missionary  in  Cambodia,  along  with  her 
husband,  Nicholas.  They  are  only  two  of 
the  many  GBGM  missionaries  from  over 
50  nations  serving  in  over  60  countries. 

During  the  2003  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  held  in  June,  an  offering 
was  received  during  the  ordination  serv¬ 
ice  for  the  Spean  Chivit  “Bridge  of  Life” 
United  Methodist  Church  near  Koki, 
Cambodia.  Donations  to  the  “Cambodia 


Church”  Advance  Special  #423 1-C  are 
still  being  received,  and  are  earmarked 
for  the  construction  of  a  sanctuary 
which  will  serve  the  Cambodian  congre¬ 
gation. 

Esther  and  Nicolas  Gitoubu  have 
many  duties,  and  among  them  is  the 
coordination  ofVIM  teams  coming  to 
Cambodia  from  the  United  States, 
France,  Swtizerland,  Korea,  and 
Singapore.  Bishop  Hutchinson  visited 


Cambodia  with  a  LAVIM  team  in  the  fall 
of  2001  while  also  touring  Vietnam  and 
Laos. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  there 
now  calls  itself  “The  People  Called 
Methodists  of  Cambodia.”  Amazingly, 
more  than  150  new  United  Methodist 
congregations  have  formed  in  Cambodia 
in  less  then  10  years. 

The  Conference  Board  of  Global 
See  Cambodia,  page  4 


Rural  Revival 


Rev.  Larry  Robertson  leads  a  revival  service  at  Darlington  United 
Methodist  Church,  one  part  of  a  thriving  three-point  rural  charge 
in  the  Florida  parishes.  Alice  LaCoste,  right,  and  her  son  Trace  take 
a  break  from  the  service.  Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis 


Rural  congregations  may  be  small  but  they're  vital 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

For  the  past  seven  years,  Rev.  Larry 
Robertson  has  concurred  that  “big 
things  do  come  in  smaller  packages.” 
As  pastor  of  the  Day’s-Center- 
Darlington  charge,  Robertson  has 
enjoyed  leading  the  three  congrega¬ 
tions,  which  are  thriving,  and  seem  to 
suffer  few  of  the  problems  that  often 
plague  smaller  churches. 

“The  spirit  of  these  churches  is  so 
positive.  Although  the  congregations 
are  small  in  number,  they  always  pay 
their  apportionments.  Whenever  there 
are  special  askings,  or  second  mile  giv¬ 
ing,  the  Day’s-Center-Darlington 


charge  is  always  there,”  said 
Robertson. 

This  group  of  small  churches,  nes¬ 
tled  within  five  miles  of  each  other  just 
north  of  Clinton,  is  also  unique  in  its 
historic  ties  with  John  Wesley. 

Lorenzo  Dow,  a  famous  circuit  rider 
who  founded  many  churches  in 
Louisiana,  came  to  the  area  in  the 
early  1800’s  with  lay  preacher  William 
Venable  of  Liverpool,  England. 

Venable  had  been  brought  to 
Methodism  under  the  preaching  of 
John  Wesley,  and  was  known  for  his 
spirited  sermons. 

At  that  moment  in  Louisiana’s  his¬ 
tory,  it  was  illegal  for  Protestant 


churches  to  exist  because  the  territory 
was  still  under  Spanish  control,  mak¬ 
ing  Roman  Catholicism  the  religion  of 
the  day.  In  1810,  the  Spanish  lost  con¬ 
trol  of  Baton  Rouge,  and  in  1837,  Day’s 
United  Methodist  Church  got  its  start. 

The  Day  family  had  already  provid¬ 
ed  camp  grounds  for  Venable’s  preach¬ 
ing,  and  the  church  is  now  built  on  the 
site  of  those  grounds.  Venable’s  infor¬ 
mal  services  were  also  held  on  the  cur¬ 
rent  sites  of  the  Center  and  Darlington 
churches. 

After  Lorenzo  Dow  founded  the 
churches,  he  moved  on,  leaving 

See  Rural  churches,  page  3 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

A  Spiritual  Being  Having 
A  Human  Experience 


The  last  column  I  wrote  I  told  you  I 
was  going  on  my  Renewal  Leave  in  the 
months  of  July  and  August.  By  the 
time  you  are  reading  this  I  will  be  a  few 
weeks  into  it.  Renewal  is  a  time  to  stop 
and  reassess  our  lives  and  enter  anew 
into  a  relationship  with  God.  It  is  a 
time  in  which  we  grow  more  deeply  in 
our  commitment  and  become  more 
focused  in  the  living  out  of  our  life.  It 
is  a  time  to  slow  down  the  pace,  refo¬ 
cus  our  energy  and  become  more 
completely  aligned  with  God’s  Spirit. 

But  sometimes  spiritual  renewal 
comes  much  more  unintentionally 
and  much  more  unexpectedly.  Such 
was  the  case  with  U.S.  Air  Force 
Captain  Scott  O’Grady  who  was  shot 
down  over  Bosnia  on  June  2, 1995.  In 
an  excerpt  from  his  book  Return  With 
Honor,  he  says  that  through  his  ordeal 
he  found  his  key  to  life.  Here  is  Scott 
O’Grady’s  own  description  of  what 
happened  to  him. 

“Those  six  days  in  Bosnia  became  a 
religious  retreat  for  me,  a  total  spiritual 
renewal.  I’m  not  recommending  near 
death  experience  for  its  own  sake.  It’s  a 
ride  I  wouldn’t  care  to  take  again.  But  I 
will  say  that  my  time  in  Bosnia  was 
completely  positive  -  -  nothing  bad 
has  come  out  of  it.  From  the  instant 
that  my  plane  blew  up  around  me,  I 
opened  my  heart  to  God’s  love. 

That  day,  five  miles  up,  with  death 
at  my  front  door,  I  found  my  key  to  life. 
It  took  a  mighty  big  jolt  to  open  my 
eyes,  but  it  was  worth  it.  I  knew  I’d 
never  be  lost  again . . . 

My  priorities  weren’t  turned  around 
in  Bosnia.  I’d  been  reexamining  them 
for  quite  some  time.  But  they  sure 
were  slapped  into  line  during  that  first 
week  of  June.  By  the  end  of  it,  I  real¬ 
ized  that  only  three  things  mattered  in 
this  world: 

Number  one  was  faith  in  God,  the 
source  of  all  goodness. 

Number  two  was  the  love  of  family 
and  friends.  That  love  wasn’t  some¬ 
thing  apart  from  faith,  nor  was  it  a  by¬ 
product  -  -  it  was  faith’s  fullest  expres¬ 
sion. 

Number  three  was  good  health,  the 
physical  foundation  for  faith  and  love. 

Beyond  that,  everything  was  nego¬ 
tiable.  I  liked  a  saying  that  went: 
"Never  sweat  the  small  stuff  -  and 
almost  everything  is  small  stuff” . . . 

I  am  convinced  that  we  are  more 


than  the  sum  of  our 
material  posses¬ 
sions.  I  believe  that 
every  person  is  a 
spiritual  being  hav¬ 
ing  a  human  expe¬ 
rience.  That  there 
is  a  life  before  this 
one  and  a  life  to 
follow.  And  that 
the  point  of  our 
brief  time  on  earth 
is  to  come  to  grips 
with  what  is  eternal  inside  us  -  the 
part  we’ll  take  with  us  when  w  leave 
the  rest  behind.” 

Well  said,  Captain  O’ Grady.  Christ 
would  agree.  Paul  would  agree.  God 
would  agree.  "We  should  not  sweat 
the  small  stuff  -  -  and  almost  every¬ 
thing  is  small  stuff,”  and  we  need  to 
get  on  to  the  main  things  in  life,  like 
coming  to  grips  with  what  is  eternal 
inside  us. 

Don’t  you  like  Scott’s  statement,  “I 
believe  that  every  person  is  a  spiritual 
being  having  a  human  experience.”  I 
certainly  do.  The  journey  through  this 
life  is  more  than  meat  and  potatoes.  It 
is  more  than  shopping  centers  and 
amusement  parks.  It  is  more  than 
playing  Bridge  at  church  or  working  in 
the  soup  kitchen.  Our  life’s  journey  is 
about  who  we  are  in  relationship  to 
the  living  God.  And  when  we  figure 
that  out  and  begin  to  live  each  day  in 
God’s  will,  then  meat,  potatoes,  shop¬ 
ping  centers,  amusement  parks,  Bridge 
and  soup  kitchens  take  on  a  whole 
new  meaning  and  place  in  our  lives. 
Even  church  begins  to  look  different 
and  plays  a  much  different  role  for  us. 
We  become  a  spiritual  being  having  a 
human  experience.  What  a  wonderful 
difference  this  makes. 

I  pray  your  summer  is  going  well 
and  that  you  are  having  a  time  of  spiri¬ 
tual  renewal  for  yourself.  If  you 
haven’t  found  the  question  to  be  ask¬ 
ing  of  yourself  in  your  relationship  to 
God,  then  consider  this  one.  What 
does  it  mean  to  be  a  spiritual  being 
journeying  through  this  human  domi¬ 
nated  earth.  That  should  keep  you 
busy  for  at  least  a  little  while! 

In  Christ’s  love, 

4/y  /LjddL+a***-' 


Volunteers  needed  for  Oklahoma  mission 


Volunteers  are  needed  for  a 
Construction  Mission  Project,  Sept. 
20-27,  at  the  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  Conference. 

Professionals  and  non-profession¬ 
als  in  carpentry,  electrical,  plumbing, 


roofing,  drywall  and  painting  are  invit¬ 
ed  to  join  us.  The  mission  fee  is  $300. 

A  deposit  of  $75  is  due  by  Aug.  30  to 
Larry  Norman,  La  VIM  Director,  527  N. 
Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802  and  the 
balance  of  $225  before  the  mission. 


Caterers  distribute  box  lunches  at  the  2003  Annual  Conference  at  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport. The  event  was  a  fundraiser  for  the  Youth  Service  Fund. 


Long-term  care  insurance  outlined 


The  Louisiana  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  offers  a  group 
long  term  care  insurance  plan.  This  spe¬ 
cific  type  of  insurance  gives  financial 
help  in  case  you  need  care  in  a  long 
term  care  facility,  at  home,  or  another 
similar  place. 

Any  Conference  employee  may  par¬ 
ticipate,  regardless  of  whether  or  not  you 


are  currendy  a  member  of  the  standard 
health  insurance  program. 

Participants  are  expected  to  pay  the 
full  cost  of  their  coverage  under  Unum 
Provident’s  long  term  care  insurance. 

More  information  about  the  policy 
and  how  to  apply  may  be  obtained  by 
contacting  Kim  Hutchings  of  Querbes- 
Nelson  at  (800)  655-8813. 


Debt  counseling  workshop  slated 


The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  is  sponsoring  a  workshop  to 
assist  congregations  in  their  journey  to 
become  debt  free  via  a  debt  counseling 
ministry.  The  workshop,  to  be  held  at 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  on 
Sept.  6,  will  be  led  by  Dr.  Bobbie  Shaffett, 
Ph.  D.  of  Crown  Financial  Ministries  and 
LSU  Professor  Mr.  Morris  Inabnet, 
CPA,CFP 

Topics  include  achieving  financial 
freedom,  budgeting,  credit  management 
and  investing  for  the  future.  Participants 
in  this  training  will  be  given  the  oppor¬ 


tunity  to  become  a  Certified  Debt 
Counselor. 

The  enrollment  fee  is  $150.  A  scholar¬ 
ship  of  $100  will  be  offered  to  the  first  20 
churches  that  register. 

Are  you  excited  and  moved  by  God  to 
attend?  If  so,  join  us  on  Sept.  6  at  10  a.m. 
at  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church,  544 
Government  Street,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 
70802. 

For  more  information,  please  call  Dr. 
Michael  Reeves  at  (225)  346-1535  or  Dr. 
Alonzo  Campbell  at  (225)  664-7979  or 
email:  alonzo;campbell@yahoo.com. 
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Rural  churches,  from  page  1 


Venable  in  charge.  An  interesting  note  to 
this  story  is  that  Venable  Chapel,  located 
across  the  road  from  Darlington  UMC, 
was  started  by  and  named  for  the  popu¬ 
lar  preacher.  Ultimately  the  chapel’s 
congregation  decided  to  withdraw  and 
became  a  part  of  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  which  was  a  “heart¬ 
break”  to  the  pastor. 

Descendants  of  William  Venable  were 
actively  involved  in  all  three  churches, 
and  Day’s  UMC  still  has  members  with 
the  last  name  of  “Venable.” 

“Although  the  congregations  are 
small,  they  give  generously  to  any  sec¬ 
ond  mile  giving,  and  they  always 
respond  to  requests  for  flood  buckets 
and  items  for  the  Mission  in  Motion 
van,”  said  Robertson. 

Their  fiscal  generosity  is  in  part  due 
to  a  legacy  received  annually  by  the 
Darlington  church.  A  gift  to  the  church 
of  200  acres  of  pine  hill  land  “turned  to 
gold”  when  the  timber  was  harvested. 
The  profits,  entrusted  to  an  endowment 
with  the  United  Methodist  Foundation 
of  Louisiana,  have  provided  extra  funds 
when  needed. 

“It’s  no  coincidence  that  St.  Helena 
parish  has  a  ‘Forest  Festival’  every  year 
because  that’s  about  all  there  is  sur¬ 
rounding  us.  If  you  look  out  the  front 
door  of  any  of  the  three  churches,  you 
will  see  one  house  and  a  cemetery. 
Studying  the  Percept  Program  has 
shown  us  that  we  don’t  have  much 
potential  for  growth  in  church  popula¬ 
tion.  So  we  decided  to  focus  on  being 
the  best  church  we  could  be,  even 
though  we  might  not  get  much  bigger,” 
said  Robertson. 

The  charge  has  just  finished  hosting  a 
revival,  which  rotated  among  the  three 
churches  each  evening.  Crowds  for  the 
event  exceeded  50  people,  all  whom 


responded  enthusiastically. 

Every  Wednesday  during  Lent,  a  guest 
preacher  is  invited  for  a  “Lenten 
Luncheon”  for  the  combined  churches. 

Darlington  UMC  has  a  breakfast 
every  Sunday  morning,  prepared  by 
long-time  member  Helen  Doughty.  This 
beloved  matriarch  usually  provides  a 
spread  consisting  of  homemade  biscuits, 
mayhaw  jelly,  and  occasional  special 
treats  like  deer  sausage. 

The  average  attendance  at  Darlington 
and  Days  is  15-20  people,  with  Center 
usually  hosting  around  12  or  so.  But 
despite  its  diminutive  size,  Center  has 
recently  added  an  extension  to  its  build¬ 
ing  to  serve  as  a  new  fellowship  hall. 

“These  congregations,  which  include 
a  number  of  dairy  farmers  and  foresters, 
are  very  optimistic  and  believe  that  they 
can  do  great  things.  In  recent  years,  a  gift 
of  $300  had  been  given  to  the 
Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholarship 
Fund  by  the  Darlington  congregation. 
When  the  district  fell  short  of  it’s  goal, 
the  congregation  voted  to  send  an  addi¬ 
tional  $1,000  to  the  fund.  As  a  group, 
they  strongly  believe  in  the  importance 
of  education.  They  are  always  looking 
for  ways  to  help  young  students  and 
seminarians,”  said  Robertson. 

Serving  a  smaller  group  of  parish¬ 
ioners  allows  Robertson  be  extremely 
involved  in  their  lives.  “My  wife  Mary 
and  I  live  in  a  little  cabin  that  is  actually 
in  Mississippi.  I’ve  made  many  long  trips 
to  Our  Lady  of  the  Lake  Hospital  in 
Baton  Rouge,  St.  Tammany  Hospital  and 
North  Oaks  Hospital.  I  am  able  to  be 
very  hands  on  when  relating  to  each 
congregation,”  said  Robertson. 

“It’s  been  a  pleasure  serving  such 
dedicated  United  Methodists.  Their 
roots  are  deep,  and  these  folks  are 
United  Methodist  until  they  die.” 


Senior  minister  gathering  set  for  October 


A  national  gathering  for  first-time 
senior  ministers  of  larger  member¬ 
ship  churches  will  be  held  Oct.  17-20 
at  Christ  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Bethel,  Penn. 

"Meeting  the  Challenge  of  Large 
Church  Ministry”  will  address  the 
unique  realities  of  leading  a  larger 
congregation  with  a  multi-staff  struc¬ 
ture. 

This  gathering  will  provide  a  set¬ 
ting  for  asking  the  hard  questions  and 
rethinking  models  for  ministry. 

Who  should  attend?  Those  who 
will  find  particular  value  in  this  event 
include:  first  time  lead  pastors  who 
have  been  in  place  for  less  than  18 
months;  lead  pastors  with  longer 
tenure  who  are  looking  for  renewal  or 
fresh  ideas;  those  who  are  selected  or 
nominated  by  Bishops  and  District 

Superintendents  for  potential 
leadership  in  the  larger  church;  and 
clergy  of  growing  churches  which  are 
moving  toward  multi-staff  configura¬ 
tions. 

Spouses  are  invited  and  encour¬ 
aged  to  attend. 

Workshop  sessions  which  deal 
with  the  role  of  the  spouse  in  the  larg¬ 


er  church  are  scheduled. 

The  registration  fee  is  $295  for 
each  participant,  $270  if  registration 
is  received  before  Sept.  1.  Spouse  fee 
is  $190. 

A  deposit  of  $100  is  due  with  the 
registration  form.  Please  make  checks 
payable  to  “Christ  United  Methodist 
Church.”  The  balance  is  due  upon 
arrival.  Registration  must  be  received 
by  Oct.  1. 

A  block  of  rooms  at  the  rate  of  $67 
per  room  per  night  is  being  held  at 
the  Ramada  Inn  -  Pittsburgh  South 
until  Sept.  30.  Reservations  must  be 
made  on  your  own,  mentioning  the 
Christ  Church  name  by  calling  (412) 
833-5300. 

Questions  or  requests  for  addition¬ 
al  information  may  be  made  to:  Carol 
Wright,  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church,  44  Highland  Road,  Bethel 
Park,  PA  15102.  Phone:  (412)  835- 
6621;  FAX  (412)  835-9130;  email: 
cumcevents@christumc.net 

For  more  information  and  to 
download  a  registration  form,  go  to 
www.christumc.net  and  click  on 
“Teaching  events”  at  the  bottom  of 
the  home  page. 


A  river  of  harvested  wheat  fills  a  truck  bound  for  the  grain  elevator  during  har¬ 
vest  on  Beryl  Kindred's  family  farm  in  Medford,  Okla.  A  variety  of  factors  such  as 
the  concentration  of  ownership  by  large  transnational  corporations,  is  con¬ 
tributing  to  the  decline  of  family  farming  in  America,  a  umns  photo  by  Mike  OuBose 


Whither  the  family  farm? 


MEDFORD,  Okla.  (UMNS)  -  The 
big,  red  truck  looks  like  a  traveling 
gray  cloud  of  dust  as  it  passes  the 
house. 

Beryl  Kindred,  78,  is  on  his  way  to 
the  grain  elevator  in  nearby 
Jefferson,  Okla.,  with  12  tons  of 
wheat.  He  will  make  quite  a  few  runs 
down  the  dusty  road  today  because 
it’s  a  good  day  for  cutting. 

Kindred,  his  son,  Lynn,  and 
grandson,  Russell,  are  cutting  one  of 
their  last  quarters  (160  acres)  of  hard 
red  winter  wheat  for  the  2003  harvest 
season.  Lynn’s  wife,  Sheron,  and 
their  daughter,  Jennifer,  help  drive 
loads  of  wheat  to  the  grain  elevator. 
Shirley,  Beryl’s  wife,  is  home  prepar¬ 
ing  supper  to  bring  to  the  field.  On 
the  weekend,  Beryl’s  other  son, 
Richard,  and  his  wife,  Carlan,  will  be 
down  to  help  with  the  harvest. 

June  is  harvest  time.  The  hours 
are  long,  and  the  work  is  dirty  and 
hot. 

The  Kindreds  are  one  of  America’s 
farm  families,  providing  food  for  the 
world.  They  live  and  work  on  land 
that  has  been  in  their  family  for  gen¬ 
erations.  Beryl  and  Shirley  are  the 
very  definition  of  people  who  are  the 
“salt  of  the  earth.” 

The  life  of  a  family  farmer  is  not 
easy,  and  it  is  getting  harder  for  a 
variety  of  complex  reasons.  Control 
in  many  areas  is  shifting  to  large  cor¬ 
porations.  Farmers  must  contend 
with  low  market  prices  as  well  as 
increased  competition  from  imports. 
And  young  people  are  moving  out  of 
rural  areas,  leaving  many  retiring 
farmers  without  a  successor.  The 
percentage  of  the  U.S.  population 
living  on  family  farms  has  fallen 
from  25  percent  in  the  1930s  to 
about  2  percent  today,  according  to 
Oxfam  America. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
long  affirmed  the  value  of  family 


farms.  In  its  Book  of  Discipline,  the 
church  recognizes  that  the  survival 
of  independent  farmers  worldwide  is 
being  threatened  by  “the  increasing 
concentration  of  all  phases  of  agri¬ 
culture  into  the  hands  of  a  limited 
number  of  transnational  corpora¬ 
tions.” 

“We  call  upon  our  churches  to  do 
all  in  their  power  to  speak  propheti¬ 
cally  to  the  matters  of  food  supply 
and  the  people  who  grow  the  food 
for  the  world,”  the  church  states  in 
Paragraph  163h  of  its  Social 
Principles,  which  are  included  in  the 
book.  The  church’s  Book  of 
Resolutions  also  calls  for  justice  and 
equitable  prices  for  farm  families. 

Providing  our  daily  bread 

Ask  Beryl  how  much  land  he  owns 
and  he  says,  “Too  much  to  work.” 

But  he  is  smiling  when  he  says  it.  He 
has  been  on  a  tractor  or  some  kind 
of  farm  equipment  since  he  was 
about  8  years  old.  His  father  and 
grandfather  farmed  the  same  area  of 
north  central  Oklahoma. 

He  married  a  “town  girl”  in  1945 
and  brought  in  his  first  crop  of  wheat 
when  he  was  21. 

He  took  time  away  from  the  farm 
from  1943  to  1945  to  be  a  tail  gunner 
in  a  B- 17  bomber  during  World  War 
II.  He  was  with  the  8th  Air  Force, 
303rd  Bombardment  Group,  in 
England,  flying  daylight  raids  across 
the  English  Channel  into  Nazi-occu¬ 
pied  Europe. 

“I  was  19  years  old,  up  in  the  sky 
flying  backwards,  without  a  worry  in 
the  world,”  he  says. 

His  fiancee,  18-year-old  Shirley, 
was  back  home  praying  for  his  safe 
return. 

Shirley  has  done  a  lot  of  praying 
over  the  years. 

“I  wasn’t  used  to  the  struggle  of 
farmers,”  Shirley  says  about  the  early 
years. 
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Cambodia  /  from  page! 


Ministries  is  making  Cambodia  a  mis¬ 
sion  emphasis  of  our  conference  for  the 
next  two  quadrenniums,  as  was 
approved  by  the  Annual  Conference. 

A  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission 
Scouting  Mission  to  Cambodia  is  sched¬ 
uled  for  Jan  26  -  Feb  6,  2004.  “This  will 


be  a  preaching/ teaching  mission.  Our 
Cambodian  friends  have  invited  us  to 
lead  a  vacation  bible  school,  "English  as 
a  Second  Language”  classes,  and  clergy 
and  lay  leadership  development  semi¬ 
nars,  said  Doug  Milliron,  Conference 
Global  Ministries  Secretary. 


Missionary  appeals  for  help  in  AIDS  fight 

Editor’s  Note:  The  following  letter  was  recently  sent  to  Doug  Milliron, 

Conference  Global  Ministries  Secretary.  It  includes  an  appeal  from  Esther  Gitoubu, 
GBGM  missionary  to  Cambodia,  for  financial  assistance  for  a  trip  to  Kenya,  Africa 
in  September  of  this  year.  Those  wishing  to  help  Esther  in  this  effort  may  send 
donations  to  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802,  using  her  missionary  number  #013959-5HZ. 

Dear  Doug, 

Receive  warm  greetings  from  Cambodia.  We  have  continued  to  witness  God’s 
providence  and  grace. 

The  13th  International  Conference  on  Aids  and  Sexually  Transmitted 
Infections  in  Africa  (ICASA)  will  take  place  Sept.  21-26  in  Kenya.  This  event  cre¬ 
ates  forums  to  discuss  successes  and  failures  of  efforts  to  fight  the  pandemic. 

Before  this  main  event,  the  government  of  Kenya  has  organized  an 
‘International  Women's  Aids  Run’  to  take  place  on  Sept.  20.  The  run  brings 
together  10,000  women  from  all  walks  of  life  both  internationally  and  locally 
who  will  do  the  10km  event  to  raise  funds  for  1.2  million  AIDS  orphans.  The  run 
will  represent  a  bold  and  positive  move  by  women  towards  the  fight  against 
AIDS,  which  has  affected  more  people  in  the  African  continent  than  anywhere 
else. 

Vast  numbers  of  those  affected  by  the  disease  are  from  sub-Saharan  Africa. 
Nearly  58%  of  these  are  women.  Although  the  women  are  dying  in  vast  numbers 
and  are  very  ill,  they  still  look  after  others  who  are  ill  and  take  care  of  the 
orphans. 

The  profound  truth  about  all  of  Africa  is  the  tremendous  power  and  resilience 
at  the  grass  roots,  as  proven  in  the  way  in  which  fire  women  shoulder  the  work  of 
the  continent,  communities  and  children.  To  reverse  this  trend  and  impact,  we 
need  to  intensify  our  efforts  in  the  struggle  against  the  pandemic. 

I  would  love  to  be  part  of  this  run  and  the  conference  that  is  taking  place  on 
African  soil.  It  is  even  more  significant  to  me  because  it  is  taking  place  in  my 
own  country,  Kenya.  I  am  requesting  financial  help  with  the  ticket  expenses  and 
registration  fees.  A  round  trip  air  fare  would  cost  about  $1,350. 1  am  able  to  cover 
my  accommodations  and  meals. 

Thanks  and  may  God  continue  to  bless  your  work.  We  are  looking  forward  to 
working  together  in  January  2004. 

Warm  Regards, 

Esther  Gitoubu 


General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  missionary  Esther  Gitoubu,  above  left  and  below, 
serves  the  people  of  Cambodia  and  the  fledgling  United  Methodist  presence  in  the 
country,  which  the  Louisiana  Conference  is  helping  to  make  stronger. 


First  UMC,  Winnsboro,  plans  fall  revival 


Dr.  Bill  Ury  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  will  be 
leading  a  weekend  fall  revival  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Winnsboro, 
Oct.  10-12. 

Ury  was  raised  in  Taiwan  as  the  son  of 
United  Methodist  missionaries,  Bill  and 
Beth  Ury. 

Revival  services  begin  Friday  evening, 
Oct.  10,  at  7  p.m.,  with  a  potluck  dinner 
at  5:30  p.m.  On  Saturday,  Ury  will  lead  a 
10  a.m.  devotional:  time  with  youth  is  5 
p.m.,  and  evening  services  at  7  p.m.  The 
revival  will  conclude  at  the  1 1  a.m.  wor¬ 
ship  service  on  Oct.  12.  Malcolm  Bass  of 
McGuire  UMC,  West  Monroe,  will  serve 
as  congregational  song  leader. 

Ury  completed  his  BA.  degree  in 
History  at  Asbury  College,  began  his 
M.Div.  degree  in  Israel  at  the  Institute  of 
Holy  Land  Studies  on  Mt.  Zion  in 
Jerusalem,  and  received  his  doctorate 


from  Drew  University.  While  there,  he 
and  his  wife,  Diane,  served  as  associate 
pastors  in  a  Chinese-American  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Chinatown,  New 
York  City.  After  graduate  work  he  began 
to  teach  Systematic  and  Historical 
Theology  at  Wesley  Biblical  Seminary, 
where  he  has  had  the  privilege  of  serving 
for  over  fourteen  years. 

The  Urys  are  the  parents  of  four  chil¬ 
dren  and  are  members  of  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church,  Jackson,  Miss.,  where 
Bill  has  taught  Sunday  School  weekly, 
preached  and  led  seminars  for  over 
twelve  years.  He  also  serves  as  seminary 
preacher  on  a  nationwide  program 
under  the  auspices  of  American  Family 
Radio,  entided  “The  Hour  of  Holiness.” 
He  has  published  two  books,  Trinitarian 
Personhood  and  In  His  Image,  with  co¬ 
author,  Dr.  Allan  Coppedge. 


New  Orleans  church 

On  May  17,  2003  Historic  Haven- 
Trinity  UMC  had  the  pleasure  of 
hosting  it’s  first  Youth  Job  Ethics 
Workshop. 

The  workshop  was  held  at  the 
church  facility  between  the  hours  of 
9  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  The  purpose  of  the 
HTUMC  Youth  Ethics  Workshop  was 
to  provide  youth  between  the  ages  of 
14-19  a  forum  that  will  assist  them 
with  information  and  guidance  to 
gain  meaningful  work  experiences/ 
employment. 

The  agenda  included  the  following 
topics  of  discussion: 

•  Your  Career  Plan 

•  Job  Search  Techniques 

•  Completing  Job 
Applications  (3  types) 

•  Dress  and  Appearance 


hosts  job  workshop 

•  Job  Interviews 

E.J.  Encalarde  with  the  Beautiful 
Foundation,  provided  some  valuable 
information  to  the  youth  on  dress  and 
appearance.  Encalarde  pointed  out 
the  first  impressions  are  lasting  ones 
and  it  could  cost  make  a  difference  in 
obtaining  employment.  The  youth 
were  very  engaging  and  responsive  to 
the  information  provided. 

The  workshop  was  a  complete 
success.  At  the  completion  of  the 
workshop,  the  youth  were  provided 
with  applications  from  local  busi¬ 
nesses  hiring  in  the  area.  This  event  is 
scheduled  to  take  place  on  an  annual 
basis. 

For  further  information  you  may 
contact  Rev.  Davis  Clark  at  (504)  82 1  - 
2493. 
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First  UMC  Women  of  the  Lake  Arthur  Church  treated  the  UMM  to  dinner  at  a  re-organi¬ 
zational  meeting  of  the  UMM  in  February  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  at  their  church  founded 
in  1 890.  Pictured  above  are  UMW  Cajun  Cooks,  Jeanette  Stewart,  Shirley  Brown,  and 
Betty  Broussard.  Below:  Jerry  Doland,  Marvin  Nevill,  Jimmy  Adams,  Clifford  Vaughn, 
Roger  Bills,  Mike  Stewart,  Wilbert  Moore. 


District  Lay  Speaking  School 

October  1 1, 2003 
at  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 
9  a.m.-4  p.m. 

Registration  is  at  8:30  a.m. 

Fee  of  $20  includes  lunch  and  materials 

The  Basic  Course,  entitled  “United  Methodist  Doctrine,”  will  be  led 
by  Lay  Speaker  Margaret  Johnson.  The  Advanced  Course,  entitled 
“Lay  Preaching  and  Teaching,”  will  be  led  by  Pastor  Bob  Eckerle. 

Please  register  through  the  Lake  Charles  District  Office  by  calling 
(337)  439-2982.  If  your  have  any  questions  contact  District  Lay 
Leader,  Rick  Watson.  Our  school  in  April  saw  five  participants 
complete  the  Basic  Course  and  10  complete  the  Advanced  Course. 


Sweetlake  festival  to  feature  Fourties  flair 


Eighty-one  students  and  1 2  volunteers  spent  the  week  of  June  1 6-20  studying 
"Jesus,  My  Treasure"  at  Raymond  United  Methodist  Church’s  Vacation  Bible 
School.  Glenda  Granger  is  the  director  of  the  VBS  and  Rev.  Lamar  Oliver  is  the 
pastor. 


Sweetlake  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Lake  Charles  will  host  its  Annual  Fall 
Festival  on  Nov.  8  at  6  p.m.  The  event, 
sponsored  by  United  Methodist  Women, 
will  have  a  country  store,  two  auctions, 
free  child  care,  dinner  and  live  entertain¬ 


ment  with  a  “USO”  or  "40 ’s”  flair.  Tickets 
are  $5  per  person.  For  more  information 
and  ticket  sales,  contact  Tonia  Pence  at 
(337)  598-2909.  Sweedake  UMC  is  locat¬ 
ed  10  minutes  south  of  Lake  Charles  on 
Hwy  397.  Y’all  come! 


Maplewood  UMC  creates  wall  of  crosses 


Rev.  John  Higginbotham  stands  at  the  wall  of  crosses  at 
Maplewood  United  Methodist  Church. 


For  several  years,  mem¬ 
bers  of  Maplewood  United 
Methodist  Church  in 
Sulphur  have  pulled  the 
cross  from  their  original 
sanctuary  out  of  storage  for 
the  Lenten  Season,  draping 
it  with  a  purple  cloth  and 
dogwood.  On  Easter 
Sunday,  it  is  adorned  with 
beautiful  greenery  and 
flowers.  This  year,  they  set 
out  to  do  something  a  bit 
different  for  the  Lenten 
Season. 

Inspired  by  the  “Hill  of 
Crosses”  in  Lithuania, 
which  he  had  visited  during  a  mission 
trip,  pastor  John  Higginbotham  suggest¬ 
ed  hanging  the  old  wooden  cross  on  a 
side  wall  of  the  sanctuary.  He  then 
requested  that  members  of  the  church 
bring  in  their  personal  crosses  to  hang 
alongside  the  original  cross.  What 
resulted  is  breathtaking  to  behold. 

Crosses  of  all  shapes  and  sizes  began 
to  arrive.  The  first  Sunday  of  Lent,  the 
old  wooden  cross  stood  surrounded  by  a 
small  number  of  other  crosses.  By  the 
following  Sunday,  the  number  of  crosses 
began  to  grow. 

By  Easter  Sunday,  numerous  crosses 
adorned  the  sanctuary  wall.  On  Easter 
Sunday,  Rev.  Higginbotham  reminded 


church  members  to  pick  up  their  cross 
before  they  left  that  day.  No  one  did. 
The  members  asked  to  leave  the  display 
up  through  the  Easter  Season.  Next 
year,  they  want  to  expand  to  a  wall  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  sanctuary  as 
well. 

Looking  at  the  crosses  is  an  experi¬ 
ence  in  and  of  itself,  but  hearing  the 
members  tell  the  stories  behind  the 
crosses  is  indeed  special.  Just  as  each 
cross  on  the  “HiJl  of  Crosses”  in 
Lithuania  is  special  to  the  person  who 
placed  it  there,  each  cross  on  the  Wall  of 
Crosses  at  Maplewood  UMC  is  an 
expression  of  the  one  to  whom  it 
belongs. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
Lake  Charles  District  Communication  Advisor: 

Keitha  Sisco 
1375  Sellers  Rd 
Longville,  LA  70652 
siscokid@centurytel.  net 
(337)  738-4218 
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AIDS  epidemic:  genocide  by  indifference 


A  UMNS  COMMENTARY 
BY  REV.  DONALD  E.  MESSER 

As  three  South  African  women  shared 
what  it  was  like  living  in  the  heart  of  the 
HIV/ AIDS  holocaust,  the  room  shook 
with  the  piercing  cries  of  a  grieving 
mother  and  grandmother  next  door. 
Another  baby  had  died  from  the  disease 
that  is  overwhelming  the  continent. 

Statisticians  say  AIDS  kills  an  African 
baby  every  14  seconds  and  at  least  600 
people  daily  in  South  Africa.  For  me, 
experiencing  the  suffering  of  but  one 
mother  and  grandmother  put  a  face  on 
this  tragedy  beyond  tragedy.  The  sound 
of  sorrow  is  universal  and  breaks  the 
heart. 

As  my  wife  and  I  sat  in  the  small, 
crowded  office  of  the  mental  health  clin¬ 
ic  at  the  hospital,  which  serves  three 
predominantly  black  townships  in  the 
Johannesburg  area,  we  heard  wrenching 
stories  from  the  psychologist  and  com¬ 
munity  caregivers.  They  told  how  person 
after  person  comes  to  their  clinic  in 
search  of  help.  What  began  as  a  trickle 
has  turned  into  a  mighty  river.  No  mat¬ 
ter  the  reason  they  come  uObecause  of 
rape,  domestic  violence,  depression,  etc. 
uOsome  80  percent  also  prove  to  be  HIV¬ 
positive. 

The  clinic  has  no  medicine  to  offer  to 
sustain  life.  But  people  stream  in,  hop¬ 
ing  someone  will  listen  and  care  for  his 
or  her  plight.  “We  are  witnesses  to  a 
genocide  by  indifference,”  reports  the 
psychologist.  The  government  provides 
almost  no  help,  many  churches  distance 
themselves  and  the  people  are  turning 
fatalistic. 

“HIV/ AIDS  is  the  new  apartheid  of 
discrimination  and  stigmatization,”  said 
Bishop  Ivan  M.  Abrahams,  who  leads  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Africa. 
“Previously,  apartheid  meant  lack  of 
access  to  opportunities  and  institutions; 
now  it  means  lack  of  access  to  the  life- 
sustaining  anti- retroviral  medicines.” 

The  appalling  discrepancy  between  the 
worldou  rich  and  poor  nations  means 
that  only  about  30,000  of  the  nearly  30 
million  people  infected  in  sub-Saharan 
Africa  are  getting  treatment. 

With  one  in  five  adults  infected, 

South  Africa  is  at  the  epicenter  of  the 
global  AIDS  crisis.  Knowing  that,  howev¬ 
er,  does  not  reveal  the  depth  of  the  crisis. 

That  becomes  clearer  only  when  you 
learn  that: 

People  can  no  longer  have  traditional 
funerals.  Coffins  of  wood  sometimes 
must  be  replaced  with  cardboard  boxes. 
Bodies  often  have  to  be  piled  one  on  top 
of  another  in  a  grave.  The  cemeteries 
expand  and  expand. 

Pastors  are  overwhelmed  with  funer¬ 
als.  Ten  to  20  a  week  are  not  unusual. 

One  Methodist  pastor  conducted  47 
funerals  over  a  two-day  period. 

Orphans  are  multiplying.  Africa  alone 
has  more  than  1 1  million.  The  psycholo¬ 
gist  reported  that  mothers  thrust  their 
babies  into  your  hands,  saying,  "Please 
take  my  baby,”  and  then  die.  Families 
adopt  more  and  more  children,  but 
many  kids  have  no  place  to  go  and  as  a 
result  become  street  children. 

The  trauma  of  death  overwhelms 
many  children.  Instead  of  engaging  in 
play,  laughing  and  smiling,  many  are 
emotionally  numbed.  At  a  Cape  Town 


orphanage,  we  saw  40  children,  all  need¬ 
ing  medication.  We  were  especially 
shocked  to  see  a  hospice  service  within 
the  orphanage  to  care  for  the  dying  chil¬ 
dren. 

HIV  is  an  equal-opportunity  disease. 
Fifty-eight  percent  of  all  people  infected 
in  South  Africa  are  women.  Most  endan¬ 
gered  are  married  women  because  they 
are  the  most  vulnerable  and  lack  power 
over  their  own  sexual  lives.  Of  the  42 
million  people  infected  globally,  almost 
half  are  women,  and  the  numbers  are 
growing. 

Stigma  and  discrimination  add  to  the 
suffering.  People  lose  their  jobs  and 
have  no  way  to  feed  their  children. 
Families  and  friends  reject  them,  and 
they  experience  alienation  and  loneli¬ 
ness. 

While  we  were  visiting  South  Africa, 
President  George  W.  Bush  made  a  dra¬ 
matic,  quick  trip  to  five  African  nations. 
Repeatedly,  he  assured  Africans  that 
Americans  are  a  compassionate  people 
and  that  “the  average  citizen  cares 
deeply  about  the  fact  that  people  are 
dying  in  record  numbers  because  of 
HIV/ AIDS.” 

Critics  correctly  note  that  Bushou 
promised  $15  billion  to  battle  AIDS  in 
Africa  and  the  Caribbean  over  the  next 
five  years  is  insufficient  to  meet  the 
overwhelming  global  need.  Even  as  Bush 
spoke  in  Africa,  Congress  was  cutting 
the  presidentou  request  of  $3  billion  for 
the  first  year. 

In  contrast,  the  Defense  Department 
acknowledges  that  the  cost  of  sustaining 
the  occupation  of  Iraq  is  about  $1  billion 
a  week  uOand  others  say  it  is  closer  to  $3 
billion.  Meanwhile,  the  $10  billion 
United  Nations  Fund  to  fight  HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis  and  malaria  languishes  for 
lack  of  money. 

On  the  issue  of  global  AIDS,  however, 
President  Bush  is  far  ahead  of  most 
Americans  in  terms  of  compassion  and 
action.  To  date,  United  Methodist 
churches  and  leaders  have  invested  only 
an  infinitesimal  amount  of  their  energy 
and  financial  resources  to  combat  the 
worst  health  problem  facing  humanity 
in  700  years. 

At  least  three  annual  conferences 
uOthe  Dakotas,  Kansas  West  and  Rocky 
Mountain  uOhave  petitioned  the  2004 
General  Conference  to  establish  an 
apportioned  Global  AIDS  Fund.  But 
"business  as  usual”  may  prevail,  as  vari¬ 
ous  agencies  and  programs  scramble  for 
limited  funds  to  sustain  existing  efforts. 
New  voices  and  leadership  will  be 
required  if  United  Methodism  is  to 
respond  significantly  to  this  global 
emergency. 

When  the  three  African  women  were 
asked  how  they  escaped  “burnout”  and 
maintained  hope,  one  commented:  "We 
meet  Christ  where  the  suffering  is  the 
greatest.”  United  Methodists  likewise 
can  "meet  Christ”  once  we  decide  to 
make  global  AIDS  a  high  priority  in  our 
mission  and  ministry. 

Messer  is  the  Henry  White  Warren 
Professor  of  Practical  Theology  and  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Center  for  Global  Parish 
Ministry  at  Iliff  School  of  Theology  in 
Denver.  He  is  also  president  emeritus  of 
Iliff.  He  can  be  reached  at  DMesser@ 
lliff.edu. 


Foundation  dinners  to  highlight  LAVIM 


Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission 
will  be  featured  during  two  of  the 
United  Methodist  Legacies  of 
Louisiana  dinners  slated  for 
September  of  2003. 

Sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana,  the  dinners  are  a 
“redesign”  of  the  annual  Bishop’s 
Society  Dinners.  “The  events  will 
provide  an  opportunity  to  show¬ 
case  the  various  agencies  of  the 
conference.  Focusing  on  the  work 
and  ministries  of  these  agencies 
addresses  the  need  for  continued 
support  for  such  efforts  beyond 
the  local  church,”  said  Michael 
Reeves,  president  and  CEO  of  the 
Loundation. 

Representatives  will  be  present 
from  these  organizations  at  the 
local  level  on  up  to  the  general 
conference  level. 

"This  new  approach  is  part  of 


Bishop  Hutchinson’s  plan  to  bring 
more  exposure  to  church  agencies 
and  the  important  work  that  they 
do,”  said  Reeves. 

The  Loundation  will  present  the 
inaugural  President’s  Award  for 
Leadership  at  the  dinners,  recog¬ 
nizing  those  who  have  established 
legacies  through  their  gifts  and 
generosity. 

The  two  dinners  featuring  La. 
Volunteers  in  Mission  are  sched¬ 
uled  for  Sept.  18  at  the  Camelot 
Club  in  Baton  Rouge,  and  Sept.  25 
at  the  Pioneer  Club  in  Lake 
Charles.  A  third  dinner,  focusing 
on  the  ministry  of  the  Louisiana 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  in 
Ruston,  will  be  held  Oct.  2  at  the 
Shreveport  Club  in  Shreveport. 

Lor  more  information  on  the 
events,  contact  Gay  McKnight  in 
the  Loundation  office  at  (225)  346- 
1535. 


Ask  and  you  shall  receive! 

If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and 


witness  in  Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  i 

ask  for  La.NOW!  and  you  will  receive  it.  If  you 

already  subscribe,  pass  the  form  along  to  a 

friend  and  spread  the  Good  News!  i 

i 

Name _ _ _  J 

Address _ _  | 

Telephone _ _ _ 1 

Church _ _ _ _  | 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for  • 

□  $15  (One  year) 

□  $25  (Two  years)  I 

I 

Please  mail  to:  I 

Subscriptions,  La.NOW!,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802  ' 


Divine  inspiration  surely  guided  the  hands  of  Goya,  El  Greco,  and  Murillo  to  create 
some  of  the  world's  most  precious  art.  The  Heart  of  Spain  captures  more  than  two 
thousand  years  of  Spain's  many  religions  and  expressions  of  heavenly  worship  in 
a  single,  historic  event.  Once— and  only  once— will  you  have  the  opportunity  to 
experience  these  artworks  before  they  return  to  their  homes  in  monasteries,  palaces 
and  museums  across  Spain.  Make  plans  now  to  witness  The  Heart  of  Spain. 

SEPTEMBER  1  -  NOVEMBER  30 
Alexandria  Museum  of  Art 


flckrt, 

°rSp<Mn 

Witness  divine  inspiration. 


A  Rare  Exhibition  of  Spain's 
Religious  Art  Antiquities  and  Icons 


Tictetmostrr"  318  484-9714  ♦  Group  hates  Amiable  866  4S6-7SS6 
Tour  Information  800  551  -9546  ♦  Heart0f5pain.com 
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Ashley  Rae  Hewitt  recently  attended  Duke  University's  Youth  Academy  for 
Christian  Formation. 


Duke  program  calls  Mandeville  teen 


BY  ASHLEY  RAE  HEWITT 

When  I  attended  the  Discerning 
The  Call  workshop  this  past  March  at 
the  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth, 
I  had  no  idea  what  God  had  in  store 
for  me.  Little  did  I  know  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  I  would  meet  there  would  inspire 
and  challenge  me  to  deepen  my  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ  through  this  wonderful 
opportunity.  Attending  this  workshop 
were  numerous  Divinity  School  rep¬ 
resentatives,  one  of  those  being 
Donna  Claycomb  from  Duke 
University.  At  some  point  over  the 
weekend,  Donna  talked  to  me  about 
Duke,  its  people,  and  how  great  it 
was.  She  gave  me  a  brochure  adver¬ 
tising  the  Duke  Youth  Academy  for 
Christian  Formation  and  told  me  to 
consider  attending.  I  figured  she  was 
just  being  nice  and  doing  what  any 
good  representative  would  do,  but  the 
next  day  she  told  me  again  that  I  real¬ 
ly  needed  to  go  and  even  pulled  my 
mom  aside  in  an  effort  to  sell  her  on 
the  idea.  God  was  looking  out  for  me 
that  weekend  and  led  me  to  speak  to 
Dr.  Grayson  Watson,  our  Northshore 
District  Superintendent  who  affirmed 
how  extraordinary  Duke  University  is. 
He  assured  me  that  if  I  had  any  ques¬ 
tions  about  my  discernment  process 
or  Duke  University,  he  would  be  avail¬ 
able.  Sunday  night  on  our  drive  back 
home,  I  did  everything  in  my  power 
to  convince  my  mom  that  I  had  to  go 
to  this  camp  for  two  weeks  in  July.  All 
she  kept  saying  was,  “I  don’t  know  if  it 
will  work  out,  but  we’ll  see...” 

Four  months  later,  I  kissed  my  dad 
goodbye  in  the  concourse  at  New 
Orleans  International  Airport  and 
boarded  the  plane.  That  afternoon,  I 
met  fellow  Duke  campers  and  some 


of  our  mentors  at  the  airport  in 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina  and  began 
one  of  the  richest,  most  powerful 
experiences  of  my  life. 

Over  the  course  of  twelve  days  at 
Duke,  I  had  the  privilege  of  listening 
to  some  of  the  most  respected 
Theologians  in  this  country  during 
daily  lecture  sessions.  I  also  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  practice  of  gleaning, 
working  in  a  local  AIDS  community, 
visiting  elderly  at  a  retirement  village, 
sharing  the  Eucharist  daily  with  the 
academy  community,  attending 
Sunday  worship  in  the  gorgeous  Duke 
Chapel,  and  expressing  myself 
through  different  artistic  mediums. 
Throughout  all  these  experiences,  the 
idea  that  spoke  to  me  the  most  was 
the  notion  that  although  Christians 
do  not  always  agree  on  doctrine, 
social  principals,  communal  practices 
or  worship  styles,  we  all  have  the 
common  bond  of  Christ  and  his  love. 
Without  our  diversity,  we  cease  to  be 
the  true  Body  of  Christ  that  God 
intends  us  to  be.  This  may  not  be  the 
most  profound  idea  to  be  expressed, 
but  I  believe  that  I  am  a  stronger, 
more  committed  Christian  for  having 
realized  it. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  Louisiana 
Conference  for  allowing  me  the 
opportunity  to  attend  the  Duke  Youth 
Academy  for  Christian  Formation,  as 
well  as  my  church  family  at  St. 
Timothy  on  the  Northshore  UMC. 
God  called  me  to  this  once  in  a  life¬ 
time  event  using  the  Discernment 
Workshop  that  March  weekend  in  His 
grand  plan.  This  experience  has 
blessed  me  in  ways  that  are  hard  to 
express  but  will  surely  stay  with  me 
forever. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
North  Shore  District  Communication  Advisor: 

Rev.  Brady  S.  Whitton 
355  Asbury  Dr. 

Mandeville,  LA  70471-3136 
(985)  626-3307 
bswhitton@earthlink.net 


Gospel  group  to  lead  worship  at  Pearl  River 


The  Providentials  will  be  leading  in 
worship  at  Pearl  River  United  Methodist 
Church  on  Saturday,  Aug.  30,  at  5:30  p.m. 

Southwest  Mississippi  has  been 
known  in  the  past  for  producing  quality 
southern  gospel  groups.  This  tradition 
continues  with  a  group  formed  in  the 
spring  of  1999  named  The  Providentials. 
The  group  consists  of  four  members 
from  various  backgrounds  and  church 
affiliations. 

The  members  state  that  a  series  of 
circumstances  drew  the  group  together. 

They  say  that  while  some  people 
would  call  this  an  accident,  they  believe 
it  was  the  providence  of  the  Lord  that 
led  them  into  a  path  to  come  together. 

Greg  Smith,  who  is  a  veteran  of 
gospel  music,  sings  the  bass  for  the 
Providentials. 

Greg  lives  in  Bogue  Chitto, 

Mississippi  and  serves  as  an  interim  pas¬ 
tor  for  the  Southern  Baptists  in  the  area. 


Currently  he  is  serving  as  the  interim 
pastor  at  East  Lincoln  Baptist  Church. 

The  baritone  singer  for  the 
Providentials  is  Lane  Reed.  He  serves  as 
deacon  at  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Bude  Mississippi  and  is  an  avid  historian 
of  gospel  music. 

Lane  is  an  attorney  and  works  in 
Meadville,  Mississippi  with  the  law  firm 
of  McGehee,  McGehee  and  Torrey. 

The  tenor  singer  is  Darrell  Boyd,  who 
is  a  member  of  Johnston  Chapel  United 
Methodist  Church.  Darrell  reaches 
notes  impossible  for  most  men  and 
enriches  the  group’s  songs  with  his  mag¬ 
nificent  voice. 

Pike  County  Tax  Assessor/ Collector, 
Joe  Young  serves  as  the  lead  singer  for 
The  Providentials. 

He  and  his  wife  Ramona  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  Union  Primitive  Baptist  Church. 

The  Providentials  have  released  four 
recordings  to  date. 


Members  of 
Walker  United 
Methodist  Church 
participate  in  a 
recent  "Revision 
Retreat,"  a  plan¬ 
ning  model  of 
Percept,  Inc.,  a 
leading  church 
demographic 
resource  company. 


Walker  UMC  undergoes 'Revision  Retreat' 


Walker  UMC  of  the  Northshore 
District  has  just  held  their  Revision 
Retreat. 

Revision  is  a  planning  model  of 
Percept,  Inc.,  a  leading  church  demo¬ 
graphic  resource  company.  This  model 
is  based  on  the  Biblical  component  of 
values  and  beliefs  about  God’s  purpose 
in  the  world. 

Walker  UMC  was  provided  area 
demographic  information  which  had 
been  correlated  with  our  local  church 
survey  in  order  to  determine  which  min¬ 
istries  would  best  meet  the  community 
needs  to  best  utilize  church  resources. 

Phase  One  of  Revision  is  a  series  of 
preparatory  meetings  in  which  the  task 
force  and  small  group  leaders  were 


selected  and  trained. 

Phase  Two  consists  of  eight  weekly 
small  group  meetings,  where  we  had  five 
small  groups. 

Each  weekly  meeting  began  with  a 
fellowship  supper. 

During  the  retreat,  the  task  force  met 
and  compiled  data  that  was  generated  in 
the  eight  small  group  sessions  to  devel¬ 
op  immediate  goals  and  objectives  as 
well  as  long  range  planning. 

Phase  Three  will  begin  during  May 
and  the  church  government  will  provide 
resources  in  order  to  implement  the  rec¬ 
ommendations  of  the  Task  Force. 

It  was  the  general  consensus  of  the 
task  force  that  this  program  is  indeed  a 
worthwhile  undertaking. 


SLU  Wesley  Foundation  works  with  foster  children 


BY  CARRON  FILLINGIM 

There  are  just  some  old-fashioned 
sweets  that  are  always  a  special  treat  no 
matter  what  age  you  are.  Making 
smores  around  a  campfire  is  one  of 
those  childhood  favorites. 

On  June  16,  our  campus  minister  Rev. 
Heather  Haussler  and  student  Carron 
Fillingim  had  the  pleasure  of  bringing 
smores  out  to  Camp  Harmony  in  Robert, 
Louisiana,  for  the  kids  from  New 
Horizons  of  Hammond.  New  Horizons 
is  a  temporary  foster  center  for  children, 
but  it  is  much  more  than  that.  Their 
tireless  counselors  are  constantly  plan¬ 
ning  fun,  diverse  activities  for  these  awe¬ 
some  kids.  We  were  accompanied  by  a 


few  of  First  Hammond’s  UMW  ladies: 
Patricia  Eberhardt,  Joan  Carver,  and 
Shirley  Jacocks.  We  had  an  absolutely 
lovely  evening,  and  this  lively  group  of 
kids  kept  everyone  in  good  spirits  and 
good  cheer. 

The  kids  came  up  to  the  bonfire  in 
groups  of  six  to  toast  their  marshmal¬ 
lows,  and  then  they  went  over  to  a  picnic 
table  for  help  with  their  graham  crackers 
and  chocolate.  To  top  of  an  already  per¬ 
fect  evening,  we  had  a  classic  campfire 
sing-a-long.  We  are  not  sure  who  had 
more  fun,  the  kids  or  us.  We  all  look  for¬ 
ward  to  working  again  with  the  New 
Horizons  family,  and  we  thank  them  for 
the  cherished  memories. 
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Bill  and  Emilie  Griffin,  authors  who  reside 
in  Alexandria,  have  put  together  a  "reli¬ 
gious  track"  for  visitors  to  the  museum. 
This  track  is  one  option  on  the  audio  com¬ 
mentary  which  explains  the  religious  sig¬ 
nificance  of  many  pieces.  Above, 
"Crucifixion"  dates  from  the 
sixteenth  century,  as  do 
"La  Sagrada  Familia,"  right,  and 
"San  Francisco  de  Asis,"far  right. 


The  Alexandria  Museum  of  Art  will  host  "The  Heart  of  Spain,"  an  exhibit  of  mostly  reli¬ 
gious  art  September  through  November.  Above  is"Caida  de  Cristo  con  la  cruz  a  cuestas 
camino  del  Calvario"by  Antonio  Rafael  Mengs  from  the  late  eighteenth  century. 

Images  courtesy  Patrimonio  Nacional  and  Fundacion  Lazaro  Galdiano. 


Exhibit  to  feature 
religious  art  of  Spain 


The  Heart  of  Spain  is  an  exhibit  of 
mostly  religious  art  being  shown  at  the 
Alexandria  Museum  of  Art  from 
September  -  November  2003.  It’s  a  part 
of  the  Louisiana  Purchase 
Bicentennial. 

This  once  in  a  lifetime  exhibit 
includes  much  art  that  has  never 
before  left  Spain,  and  is  being  loaned 
to  Alexandria  for  this  one-time  only 
exhibit. 

In  conjunction  with  this  effort,  the 
CENLA  Ministerial  Alliance  has  been 
working  to  publicize  this  event.  Since 
it’s  mostly  religious  art,  the  group  has 
been  been  searching  for  ways  to  con¬ 
nect  our  faith  with  our  heritage. 

Bill  and  Emilie  Griffin,  well-known 
authors  who  reside  in  Alexandria,  have 


put  together  a  ‘‘religious  track”  for  visi¬ 
tors  to  the  museum.  This  track  is  one 
option  on  the  audio  commentary 
which  explains  the  religious  signifi¬ 
cance  of  many  pieces. 

Alexandria  District  Missioner 
Richard  Hooten  has  worked  on  a  series 
of  four  inserts  for  churches  to  use  in 
their  bulletins  to  explain  and  promote 
the  event. 

Hooton  can  e-mail  the  inserts  to 
interested  parties,  or  they’re  available 
through  the  museum. 

Also,  check  our  the  web  site: 
www.heartofspain.com.  It’s  being 
updated  regularly,  and  will  soon 
include  lesson  plans  developed  by 
Louisiana  College  for  use  in  area  class¬ 
rooms. 
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TV  spots  promote  N.  O.  District  for 'Open  House  Month' 


A  matching  funds  grant  from  United 
Methodist  Communications  will  support 
a  regional  Igniting  Ministry  television 
campaign  scheduled  for  Sept.  10-20, 
promoting  the  New  Orleans  District. 

The  spots  will  run  concurrently  with  a 
national  television  buy  set  to  run  on  net¬ 
work  and  cable  channels  during  the 


month  of  September.  All  districts  in  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  benefit 
from  the  spots  placed  at  the  national 


level  as  they  will  be  seen  statewide  dur¬ 
ing  “Open  House  Month.” 

In  addition  to  the  local  television 
campaign,  which  will  air  on  broadcast 
channels  serving  the  greater  New 
Orleans  area,  more  than  6,000  specially 
designed  invitational  door  hangers  will 
be  distributed  by  church  volunteers. 


The  Academy  for 
Spiritual  Leadership, 
Track  One 

First  retreat:  September  11-13 
Still  time  to  register! 

Call  Rev.  Carole  Cotton  Winn 
(985)  639-9531 


W.T.  Handy  Convo  /3 

Foundation  to  honor 
former  board  members  /3 


Youth '03  /8 


Summer  Leadership 
Institute  /6 


■  Acadiana 
District/ 5 

■  New  Orleans 
District/  6 

■  Monroe 
District/ 7 


Masters  of  Disaster 


Volunteers  with  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Disaster  Recovery  work  to  repair  the  roof  on  the  home  of  Cade  resident  Joseph 
Sias.The  work  is  part  of  a  "Rebuild  Blitz"  being  conducted  on  a  monthly  basis  to  repair  more  than  100  homes  in  South  La. 
damaged  by  Hurricane  Lili.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Rebuilding 'blitz' underway  to  repair  Lili  damage 


"Nine  down,  101  to  go!”  proclaimed 
Sarah  Schoeffier,  director  of  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Disaster  Recovery, 
during  the  recent  launch  of  a  monthly 
series  of  rebuilding  “blitzes”  to  repair 
damage  caused  by  Hurricane  Lili. 

Volunteers  worked  Aug.  16,  at  nine 
homes  in  South  La.  that  received 
damage  from  the  storm.  The  agency 
has  been  involved  with  334  cases  and 
completed  155,  Schoeffier  said. 

The  remaining  monthly  work  days 
are  scheduled  for  Sept.  13,  Oct.  11, 

Nov.  15  and  Dec.  6. 

Schoeffier  stressed,  however,  that  if 
church  groups  or  individuals  want  to 


participate  on  other  dates,  they 
should  still  contact  disaster  recovery. 

“If  people  can’t  make  any  of  the 
dates  we’ve  set,  they  should  call  us 
anyway  and  we’ll  make  special 
arrangements,”  she  said. 

The  agency  can  be  reached  at  (866) 
870-1449  and  by  e-mail  at  larecov- 
ery@bellsouth.net. 

Following  is  a  letter  from  Schoeffier 
addressing  the  work  of  La.  United 
Methodist  Disaster  Recovery. 

Almost  eleven  months  after 
Hurricane  Lili  ravaged  South 
Louisiana,  many  people  are  still  in 


need  of  help. 

The  United  Methodist  Church, 
through  the  collaborative  efforts  of 
UMCOR  and  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  has  been  in  the  midst  of 
these  recovery  efforts.  We  have  been 
involved  with  334  cases,  participated 
in  the  completion  of  155  cases  and  are 
continuing  to  help  179  families  reach 
their  recovery. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  goes 
far  beyond  repairing  roofs,  patching 
floors  and  painting  away  the  stains 
reminding  residents  of  the  hardship 

See  Disaster,  page  4 
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Gilliam  named  head  of 

Rev.  Craig  Gilliam,  formerly  the  direc¬ 
tor  of  The  McFarland  Center  for  Clergy 
and  Congregational 
Care  in  New  Orleans,  is 
now  serving  the 
Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  as  director 
of  the  Center  for 
Pastoral  Effectiveness. 

Gilliam  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  develop  the  min¬ 
istry  of  the  Center  that 
began  approximately 
13  years  ago  under  the 
leadership  of  Rev.  John  Winn  and  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

“I  am  excited  about  the  opportunity 
to  build  upon  the  great  work  already 
done  by  the  center  and  Rev.  John  Winn 
as  we  continue  to  address  the  needs  and 
issues  that  clergy  and  churches  face,” 
said  Gilliam. 

At  the  heart  of  The  Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness  is  the  commitment  to  help 
maintain  ministers  in  ministry. 

In  helping  to  maintain  ministers,  the 
Center  offers  a  safe  environment  and 
processes /programs  that  are  not  just 
about  information,  but  about  emotional 


Gilliam 


Pastoral  Effectiveness 

and  spiritual  formation  for  clergy, 

Gilliam  added. 

Some  of  the  processes  the  Center 
offers  include:  continuing 
education/training  for  clergy  (i.e., 
Souljourney  One  &  SoulJourneyTwo), 
clergy  retreats,  clergy  consultations  and 
clergy  coaching.  The  Center  is  also 
working  with  the  new  clergy  renewal 
program. 

“Although  the  focus  is  on  maintaining 
ministers  in  ministry,  some  of  the 
Center’s  work  will  be  with  local  congre¬ 
gations  as  needed,"  Gilliam  said. 

“The  Center  is  committed  to  doing 
what  it  can  to  assist  in  creating  healthy, 
mature,  vibrant  congregational  commu¬ 
nities.” 

When  the  Center  is  contacted  to  work 
with  congregations,  some  of  its  activities 
include:  1)  conflict  transformation,  2) 
helping  congregations  reflect  on  who 
they  are  and  the  future  they  are  being 
called  by  God  to  create,  3)  dealing  with 
leadership  issues,  and  4)  helping  design 
processes  to  assist  leadership  in  dis¬ 
cussing  difficult  issues  in  a  way  that  is 
constructive  for  the  community  and 
assists  them  in  moving  forward. 


Igniting  Ministry  Regional  Training 


attended  by  more 

More  than  100  representatives 
from  United  Methodist  churches 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  attended  the  Igniting 
Ministry  Regional  Training  held 
Aug.  20  at  the  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth. 

Dawn  Hand,  director  of 
Communications  for  the  North 
Carolina  Conference,  and  Joey 
Reed,  a  United  Methodist  pastor 
serving  the  Kentucky  Conference, 
kept  the  audience  entertained  with 
a  heavy  dose  of  humor  and  inter¬ 
esting  anecdotes  that  brought  the 
“welcoming  congregation”  mes¬ 
sage  to  life.  Both  serve  as  Igniting 
Ministry  trainers  for  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

At  the  event,  participants 
received  a  number  of  resources, 
including  a  “Beyond  30  Seconds” 
kit  which  is  designed  to  be  used  as 
a  seven-week  series  in  small 
groups.  The  training  prepared 


than  100  people 

churches  to  bring  the  kit  back 
home  and  work  the  information 
into  their  current  Igniting  Ministry 
strategy,  which  focuses  on  becom¬ 
ing  a  more  welcoming  church  for 
newcomers. 

The  training  serves  as  an  impe¬ 
tus  for  churches  as  the  conference 
prepares  for  “Open  House  Month” 
in  September.  A  “Back  to  School” 
schedule  of  television  spots  is 
scheduled  to  run  nationally 
throughout  the  month  of 
September,  in  a  continuation  of  the 
series  of  flights  planned  for  the 
quadrenium  through  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

More  information  about  the  fall 
television  buy,  as  well  as  informa¬ 
tion  on  how  to  order  Igniting 
Ministry  kits,  can  be  obtained  by 
visiting  the  website  at  www.ignit- 
ingministry.org.  The  site  can  also 
be  accessed  through  the  confer¬ 
ence  website,  www.la-umc.org. 


Several  churches  collaborated  with  Habitat  for  Humanity  to  build  a  home  in  North  Baton 
Rouge  in  this  file  photo.  A  similar  project  will  kick  off  in  September.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


A  letter  of  appreciation  from  Anita  Crump 


My  heart  is  overwhelmed  with 
interminable  appreciation  to  you, 
Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson,  Dr. 
Donald  Cottrill,  Rev.  Freddie 
Henderson,  Drs.  John  and  Carol 
Cotton- Winn,  Rev.  RenaYocom,  Rev. 
Carl  Rhoads,  Dr.  Robert  Burgess,  Dr. 
Robert  Harrington,  Dr.  Michael 
Reeves,  Mr.  Rob  Fairley,  Mr.  Fred  Loy, 
Drs.  Keith  and  Sarah  Kreutziger,  Mr. 
George  “Buzzy”  Anding,  Rev.  Darryl 
Tate,  Dr.  Alonzo  Campbell,  Louisiana 
Conference  clergypersons,  Louisiana 
and  New  Orleans  Boards  of  Laity, 
Conference  staff,  and  Foundation 
staff  for  your  participation  and  atten¬ 
dance  at  the  Ecomium  Service  of 
Celebration  for  my  devoted  and 
beloved  husband,  Leroy  Crump:  and 


also  for  the  multitudinous  expres¬ 
sions  of  love  and  concern  through  the 
media  of  prayers  uttered  to  me  via 
telephone,  the  verbal  personal 
expressions,  the  letters,  cards,  plants 
and  flowers. 

You  did  all  humanly  possible  to 
express  your  love  and  appreciation 
for  one  who  was  truly  one  of  God's 
servant  leaders. 

You  will  always  be  remembered 
fondly,  be  endeared  to  my  heart  and 
have  stamped  that  Christian  indelible 
impression  upon  it,  which  will 
remain  throughout  my  life. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

Anita  H.  Crump 


Volunteers  needed  for  Sept.  Habitat  project 


Beginning  on  Sept.  6  with  "prefab” 
and  Sept.  13  with  “raising  of  the  walls 
and  consecration”  at  10  a.m.,  thirteen 
Baton  Rouge  area  United  Methodist 
churches  will  start  building  a  Habitat 
home  for  the  Whaley  family. 

Crews  will  continue  their  work  on 
Saturdays  and  Wednesdays  from  8  a.m. 
until  2:30  p.m.  until  completion  of  the 
project  and  the  final  dedication,  slated 
for  Nov.  9. 

Help  is  needed  to  make  this  a  suc¬ 
cessful  project.  Volunteers  need  not  have 
a  special  talent,  but  must  be  willing  to 
work  and  learn.  Those  with  special  skills 
(carpentry,  vinyl  siding,  roofing,  etc.)  are 
needed  as  crew  leaders,  so  please  let  us 
know  if  you  would  be  willing  to  instruct 
a  group. 

Call  your  church  coordinator  for 
Habitat  or  Lynn  Bradley  at  769-7040  or 
293-2216.  Groups  are  welcome  and,  in 
fact,  are  a  wonderful  fellowship  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  your  Sunday  School,  Disciples 
Class  or  small  group. 


If  you  wish  to  furnish  lunch  and  a 
brief  devotional,  please  call  Freda 
Montgomery  at  928- 1 163  or  Marion 
Bridges  at  291-1646. 

The  project  also  needs  monetary  and 
prayer  contributions.  September  15-21 
marks  Habitat  for  Humanity’s  Building 
on  Faith  Week. 

Please  join  us  in  prayers  for  a  safe 
work  site  and  continued  success  for  this 
housing  ministry.  Baton  Rouge  Habitat 
will  celebrate  with  the  kick  off  of  its 
100th  house.  United  Methodist  churches 
in  the  Baton  Rouge  community  have 
been  instrumental  in  the  project’s  suc¬ 
cess  since  its  founding  in  1988. 

This  unique  ministry  provides  fami¬ 
lies  with  income  too  low  for  convention¬ 
al  financing  an  opportunity  to  become 
home  owners.  They  must  be  willing  to 
work  with  our  volunteers  and  repay  the 
cost  of  the  home  with  a  no  interest  loan. 
Not  only  is  this  an  opportunity  to  work 
with  the  family,  but  an  opportunity  to 
work  with  fellow  United  Methodists. 
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Foundation  to  honor 
former  board  members 

Three  former  board  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  will  be 
memorialized  at  the 
United  Methodist 
Legacies  of  Louisiana 
dinners,  scheduled  in 
early  fall. 

Sponsored  by  the 
Foundation,  the  din¬ 
ners  are  a  "redesign”  of 
the  annual  Bishop’s 
Society  Dinners.  The 
events  are  scheduled 
for  Sept.  18  at  the 
Camelot  Club  in  Baton 
Rouge,  Sept.  25  at  the 
Pioneer  Club  in  Lake 
Charles,  and  Oct.  2  at 
the  Shreveport  Club  in 
Shreveport. 

Mary  Edna  Brossett, 

Leroy  Crump  and  lohn 
Porter  will  be  recog¬ 
nized  for  their  years  of 
service  to  the  board 
and  their  dedication  in 
furthering  the  aims 
and  goals  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual 
Conference. 

The  Foundation  will 
also  present  the  inau¬ 
gural  President’s 
Award  for  Leadership 
at  the  dinners,  recog¬ 
nizing  those  who  have  established  lega¬ 
cies  through  their  gifts  and  generosity. 

For  more  information  on  the  events, 
contact  Gay  McKnight  in  the 
Foundation  office  at  (225)  346-1535. 

Africa  University  gets 
$5  million  donation 

(UMNS)  -  United  Methodist-related 
Africa  University  has  received  an  anony¬ 
mous  gift  of  real  estate  valued  at  US$5.2 
million,  the  largest  donation  in  the 
schoo’s  1 1  -year  history. 

"This  is  a  week  of  hope  and  affirma¬ 
tion  for  Africa  and  its  people,”  said 
Rukudzo  Murapa,  Africa  University’s 
vice  chancellor,  Aug.  15.  "Earlier  this 
week,  we  witnessed  African  leaders 
bringing  their  influence  and  resources 
together  in  Liberia,  showing  that  with 
the  right  help  at  the  right  time,  Africans 
can  work  to  confront  challenges  to 
peace  and  prosperity  and  to  solve  their 
own  problems.  By  giving  so  generously 
right  now,  this  United  Methodist  family 
is  asserting  its  confidence  in  Africa 
University  and  its  hope  for  Africa’s 
future.” 

The  university  will  receive  the  dollars 
from  the  gift  in  about  two  years,  officials 
said.  About  US$4  million  is  designated 
for  the  Africa  University  Endowment 
Fund,  which  supports  scholarships  for 
needy  young  Africans.  The  balance  will 
fund  a  capital  project  in  one  of  the  insti- 
tutionou  seven  faculties  or  departments. 

"Though  they  wish  to  remain  anony¬ 
mous,  these  donors  are  deeply  interest¬ 
ed  in  empowerment  and  in  providing 
opportunities  for  African  children,”  said 
James  Salley,  associate  vice  chancellor. 


W.T.  Handy  convocation  coming  soon  in  New  Orleans 


The  Annual  W.T.  Handy 
Convocation  with  the  focus  of 
Strengthening  the  Black  Church  for 
the  21st  Century  will  be  held  at  Dillard 
University  in  New  Orleans  Nov.  14-15. 

The  convocation  speaker  will  be  Dr. 
Me  Callister  Hollins,  Senior  Pastor  of 
Ben  Hill  United  Methodist  Church, 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  which  consists  of  10,000 
members.  Rev.  Cynthia  Wilson, 
Associate  Pastor  of  Worship  and  Music 
will  render  music.  Other  program¬ 


matic  leaders  will  be  as  follows:  Dr. 
Craig  Gilliam-  “Conflict  and  the  Local 
Church”;  Dr.  Michael  Dash-  “ 
Visioning  in  Your  Local  Church”;  Mrs. 
Idalene  Williams-  “Clergy  Taxes”;  Rev. 
Jackie  Harewood- “Shalom  Zone 
Ministry.” 

The  convocation  hotel  will  be  the 
Holiday  Inn  Superdome,  330  Loyola 
Avenue  in  downtown  New  Orleans. 
Please  contact  Trudy  Guidroz  at  the 
Holiday  Inn  for  reservations  at  (504) 


581-1600  by  October  15.  The  registra¬ 
tion  fee  for  adults  is;  $25  and  the  regis¬ 
tration  for  youth  is$  10.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  please  contact  Alonzo 
Campbell,  PO  Box  193,  Denham 
Springs,  LA  70727;  (225)  664-7979, 
email;  <alonzojcampbell@ 
yahoo.com>. 

All  mail-in  registrations  are 
requested  to  be  mailed  to  the  La. 
Conference  Office  of  Special  Ministries 
at  the  above  address  prior  to  Nov.  1. 


Strengthening  the  Black  Church:  2003  W.T.  Handy  Convocation 


Name 

Street 

City _ 

State 


Day  phone 
E-mail 


_  Zip_ 

Evening  phone 
Fax 


Name  of  church 


Send  this  form  along  with  a  $25  check  made  to;  W.T.  Handy  Convocation,  Attn:  Alonzo  Campbell, 
P.  O.  Box  1 93,  Denham  Springs,  LA  70727. 


UM  chaplain,  soldiers  build  playground  in  Iraq 


(UMNS)  -  When  there  is  a  war,  God 
doesn’t  sit  on  the  sidelines,  says 
Chaplain  Daniel  Nigolian. 

God  sends  in  the  chaplains. 

From  Jan.  19  to  May  21,  Lt.  Colonel 
Nigolian  was  in  "an  undisclosed  loca¬ 
tion,  in  a  nameless  desert,  someplace 
on  God’s  Earth.”  As  a  Wing  Chaplain 
of  the  78th  Air  Base  Wing,  Robbins  Air 
Force  Base,  Warner  Robbins,  Ga.,  he 
was  answering  his  country’s  call  to 
service. 

“The  church  cannot  be  absent 
from  those  critical  places  in  a  kid’s  life. 
I  mean,  what’s  more  critical  than 
going  to  war?  The  church  needed  to 
be  there,  and  there  we  were,”  he  said. 

Nigolian  and  his  wife  Kathy  recent¬ 
ly  attended  a  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
spiritual  retreat  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  He 
spoke  to  United  Methodist  News 
Service  about  his  time  as  senior  instal¬ 
lation  chaplain  with  an  Air  Force 
Special  Operations  team  on  a  classi¬ 
fied  mission. 

Ministry  to  Special  Operations  peo¬ 
ple  must  be  flexible,  he  said,  because 
they  can’t  talk  about  what  they  do, 
they  often  work  late  at  night,  and  their 
mission  is  always  dangerous. 

“They  come  back  with  some  pretty 
heavy  burdens.” 

It  was  Nigolian’s  job  to  provide  for 
the  religious  needs  of  anyone  on  the 
mission. 

“At  its  peak,  that  included  about 
6,700  people  from  all  the  major  servic- 


U.S.  Air  Force  airmen  erect  a  sign  over  the  entrance  to  Friendship  Park,  a  play¬ 
ground  they  built  for  local  children  near  their  desert  airstrip  during  the  war  with 
Iraq.  A  UMNS  photo  courtesy  of  Chaplain  Daniel  Nigolian. 


es  and  from  several  coalition  nations,” 
he  said.  “Our  job  was  to  allow  religious 
accommodation  for  all  those  people, 
regardless  of  where  they  came  from, 
their  worship  style,  whatever.  When 
we  first  landed  there  were  about  16 
tents.  By  the  time  we  left  there  were 
600.” 

Nigolian  has  great  admiration  for 
the  job  “your  sons,  your  daughters, 
your  nieces  and  nephews”  are  doing. 


“I  saw  people  do  things  that  would 
be  totally  unlike  the  behavior  of  a  19-, 
20-,  21 -year-old  here  in  the  States.  I 
would  walk  into  the  chow  tent,  for 
example,  and  easily  two-thirds  of  the 
kids  were  praying  before  they  ate,  and 
you  don’t  normally  see  that  in  a 
restaurant  in  the  States.” 

Nigolian  says  the  Air  Force  does  an 
outstanding  job  of  training  these  men 
and  women. 
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Members  of  a  volunteer  team  from  Lake  Vista  United  Methodist  Church  pray  with  resident  Joseph  Sias  before 
beginning  work  on  his  home  in  Cade  as  part  of  a  rebuilding  "blitz"  organized  by  La.  United  Methodist 
Disaster  Recovery,  above.  Right,  Chuck  Clawson  and  L.E.  Rasberry  of  the  Bayou  State  chapter  of  the  United 
Methodist  Campers  work  to  repair  the  home  of  Susan  Credeur  in  Indian  Bayou. The  team  was  able  to  seal  off 
the  part  of  her  trailer  that  remained  inhabitable.  Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Disaster, 


from  page  7 


they  have  had  to  endure.  As  I  look  at 
our  families  that  we  are  working  with, 
we  find  them  to  be  the  elderly  on  fixed 
income,  the  single  parents  and  low 
income  families  that  are  gready  effected 
by  disaster.  It  has  been  the  listening  ears 
of  our  caseworkers  that  have  helped  to 
quiet  the  anxiousness  of  many  as  they 
tell  their  personal  stories  of  their  experi¬ 
ence  through  this  disaster.  It  is  only 
through  the  compassion  of  the  church 
that  many  are  healed  and  brought  to 
recovery. 

I  would  like  to  share  some  of  the  tri¬ 
umphs  attained  because  of  the  presence 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Disaster  Recovery  in  south  Louisiana. 

Shortly  after  the  hurricane  passed 
over  we  found  an  elderly  lady  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  small  community  of 
Broussard.  As  she  opened  the  door  I  was 
horrified  at  the  conditions  she  was  living 
in.  Ms.  Anna  Belle  sat  in  a  wheel  chair, 
mop  in  hand.  She  has  been  declared 
legally  blind,  is  a  survivor  of  cancer,  has 
rheumatoid  arthritis  and  has  had  an 
unsuccessful  hip  replacement.  I  noticed 
there  was  no  ramp  for  her  to  exit  her 
home  by.  Rain  was  pouring  in  from  her 
roof  over  her  bedroom  and  hall  areas 
and  was  also  effecting  her  living  room 
and  kitchen  areas  as  her  ceiling  tile 
threatened  to  fall  down.  All  of  her  bed¬ 
room  furniture  was  soaking  wet.  She 
was  managing  to  sleep  on  a  sofa  in  her 
living  room.  I  removed  the  mop  from 
her  crippled  hands,  began  to  mop  the 
water  and  sent  for  help  to  put  a  tarp  over 
her  roof.  Through  the  continuation  of 
our  caseworkers  we  have  returned  Ms. 
Anna  Belle  to  her  home  after  nine 
months  of  advocacy  with  her  insurance 
agency  who  came  back  to  reevaluate 
their  estimate.  Mold  was  eradicated 
from  her  home,  roof  replaced,  interior 


work  completed  by  many  teams,  Bishop 
Hutchinson  and  his  Cabinet  being  one 
of  those  teams.  A  Boy  Scout  Eagle  proj¬ 
ect  built  a  ramp,  we  helped  to  reunite 
her  with  her  church  who  has  weekly 
contact  with  her  now,  and  they  made  it 
possible  for  her  to  be  at  church  for 
Easter.  The  crown  of  recovery  was  when 
our  case  manager  found  a  doctor  to 
remove  cataracts  at  no  charge  and  a  hos¬ 
pital  who  waved  their  fees  and  gave  us  a 
$100  donation  as  well!  Now  Ms.  Anna 
Belle  who  could  not  see,  sees,  and  is 
thankful  to  God  and  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  efforts  at  bringing 
her  to  recovery. 

As  trees  in  the  small  community  of 
Abbeville  were  cleared  away  from  the 
debris  filled  streets,  from  yards  and  from 
atop  homes,  we  found  a  family  of  nine 
making  due  in  a  small  two  bedroom 
trailer.  They  had  set  their  goal  to 
increase  the  space  in  there  tiny  home 
where  the  back  section  had  been  totally 
demolished  by  a  huge  tree.  One  of 
Joseph  and  Joyce’s  sons  is  in  a  wheel 
chair.  We  are  making  sure  handicap 
accessibility  is  being  followed.  We  have 
had  many  teams  working  towards  mak¬ 
ing  this  dream  come  true.  Joyce  would 
stand  out  with  teams  as  tears  streamed 
down  her  face  with  the  joy  of  seeing  this 
home  become  a  reality.  It  was  through 
the  United  Methodist  minister  some 
years  back  that  Joseph  gave  his  life  to 
Christ  and  since  has  been  a  big  influ¬ 
ence  and  encourager  in  the  African 
American  community.  It  was  by  this 
pastor  that  Joyce  and  Joseph  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
And  it  is  once  again  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  brought  the  face 
of  Christ  to  this  family  in  their  recovery 
after  disaster.  It  was  Joseph  who  lead  a 
high  school  group  of  volunteers  in 


prayer  and  thanksgiving  in  the  middle  of 
the  small  dirt  road  in  front  of  his  home. 

A  single  mother  and  her  17-year-old 
daughter  confined  to  a  wheel  chair 
found  themselves  without  a  home  after 
trees  demolished  their  simple  dwelling 
within  the  city  of  Lafayette. 

They  have  been  living  for  almost  10 
months  with  her  sister  in  very  crowded 
conditions.  FEMA  and  the  American 
Red  Cross  supplied  the  funds  to  build  a 
new  home.  The  Mennonite  Disaster 
Service  began  the  home  getting  it  to  a 
blacked  in  stage  at  which  time  they  had 
to  return  to  their  farms  for  the  next 
growing  season. 

The  U.M.  Disaster  Recovery  came  on 
board  to  sheet  rock,  to  install  doors, 
flooring  and  cabinets,  to  paint  and  coor¬ 
dinate  the  electrical  and  plumbing  con¬ 
tractors.  The  daughter  has  graduated 
from  high  school  this  year  in  the  midst 
of  all  of  her  displacement.  She  plans  to 
enter  the  University  of  Louisiana  at 
Lafayette  in  the  fall.  UMDR  will  present 
this  family  before  our  Unmet  Needs 
Committee  for  appliances  needed  to 
make  her  home  complete.  Within  the 
next  few  weeks  they  shall  move  into 
their  new  home. 

Down  the  bayous  south  of  Houma, 
we  have  worked  with  a  family  that 
makes  their  living  by  fishing  and 
shrimping.  Because  of  the  poor  season 
they  had  to  drop  their  insurance  pay¬ 
ments  four  months  before  Lili  destroyed 
their  home.  Paul  and  Roxanne  were  able 
to  borrow  $2,000  to  begin  making  their 
repairs.  When  this  money  ran  out  they 
were  still  in  need  of  tin  for  their  roof  and 
plywood  for  their  flooring.  Paul  began 
fixing  the  house  up  as  fast  as  we  could 
supply  the  materials.  As  a  team  came  in 
to  work ,  Paul  continued  to  work  along 
side  of  them.  They  are  so  proud  of  their 
home  and  for  the  efforts  from  the  United 
Methodist  people  who  brought  them  to 
completion. 


As  people  struggled  through  FEMA 
applications,  in  many  cases  giving  up  in 
despair,  they  found  hope  in  the  presence 
of  the  United  Methodist  Response  Team 
as  caseworkers  opened  up  new  avenue^ 
for  them,  estimators  mapped  out  the 
plans  for  repair  and  teams  showed  up 
with  their  enthusiasm,  encouragement 
and  hands  to  help  rebuild  what  seemed 
at  one  time  not  to  be  possible. 

Some  teams  split  their  directions,  part 
to  hammer  and  paint  while  others  of  the 
team  went  into  a  nearby  housing  project 
to  put  on  Vacation  Bible  School  with 
many  underprivileged  children.  What  a 
treasured  gift  for  those  who  gave  as  well 
as  those  who  received. 

Beyond  disaster  we  have  found  many 
elderly  who  are  in  need  of  wheel  chair 
ramps,  some  who  are  not  able  to  leave 
their  homes  unless  they  are  picked  up 
and  carried  down  the  steps,  which  is  a 
major  hazard  in  a  disaster  prone  area. 

We  are  collaborating  with  other  groups 
to  build  these  ramps  to  allow  people 
their  freedom  to  the  outside.  We  have 
found  those  with  disabilities  and  are 
working  to  direct  their  recovery  towards 
a  dignified  way  of  life.  As  our  casework¬ 
ers  have  come  across  those  who  have 
been  forgotten,  we  work  to  connect 
them  with  family,  with  their  church,  with 
medical  help  and  prescription  drugs, 
with  resources  that  provide  food  pro¬ 
grams  and  transportation. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
been  a  breath  of  compassion  that  has 
brought  hope  and  encouragement  to 
many  that  have  experienced  the  devas¬ 
tation  of  Hurricane  Lili.  May  we  always 
be  mindful  of  our  connection  as  the 
United  Methodist  Church  that  reflects 
the  Spirit  of  Christ  to  those  who  are  in 
need.  And  to  those  who  have  come, 
who  have  given  of  their  time,  resources 
and  talents  through  volunteerism,  may 
they  continue  to  receive  God’s  blessings 
as  they  share  their  lives  in  Christian  love. 
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Immanuel  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette  recently  hosted  'Camp  Odyssey.'The 
mission  for  the  camp  was  to  provide  a  variety  of  wholesome  activities  that  will  pro¬ 
mote  physical,  social,  emotional  and  mental  development  in  youth. 


Immanuel  UMC  hosts 'Camp  Odyssey' 


Camp  Odyssey  was  held  this  sum¬ 
mer  by  Immanuel  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lafayette. 

The  mission  for  the  camp  is  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  variety  of  wholesome  activities 
that  will  promote  physical,  social,  emo¬ 
tional  and  mental  development  in 
youth  throughout  the  summer.  The 
camp  was  open  from  8  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
June  2  to  August  1  with  a  break  during 
the  fourth  of  July  week. 

Some  of  the  highlights  of  the  camp 
were  field  trips,  small  groups,  computer 
activities,  tutoring,  learning  experi¬ 
ences,  self  esteem  sessions,  breakfast, 
lunch  and  snacks  along  with  good 
supervision,  individual  attention,  love, 
care  and  nurturing. 


Field  trips  included  outings  to 
Acadian  Village,  Acadian  Park  and 
Nature  Station,  Avery  Island  Jungle 
Gardens,  Catfish  Heaven  Aqua  Farm, 
Children’s  Museum  of  Acadiana,  Conrad 
Rice  Mill,  Konriko  Country  Store,  Kart 
Ranch,  Lafayette  Bowling  Innes, 
Lafayette  Natural  History  Museum  and 
Planetarium,  Paintball,  Q-Zar  Lazer,  Rip 
Van  Winkle  Gardens,  Skate  Zone, 

Swamp  Tours,  Tabasco  Pepper  Factory, 
Trappey’s  Fine  Foods,  Zoo  of  Acadiana, 
Vermillionville,  and  the  I^fayette  FTiblic 
Library  Reading  Club. 

Coordinators  I^eander  Gray,  III  and 
Dianne  Rochon  reported  that  over  90 
children  attended  this  fun  filled  sum¬ 
mer  camp. 


Not  only  women  from  the  Acadiana  District  attended  the  United  Methodist 
Women's  School  of  Mission,  but  also  women  from  all  over  the  state.  The  School 
of  Mission  was  held  at  the  Louisiana  Conference  Center  July  23  -  26.  There  were 
more  than  180  women  who  attended.  The  studies  offered  were  Exodus,  Mexico 
and  Creating  Interfaith  Community.  It  was  a  jam-packed  four  days  of  learning, 
experiencing,  sharing  and  exploring  with  each  participant  returning  to  their 
own  hometown  to  share  their  knowledge  and  enlightenment  with  others. 


Send  your  church's  stories  to  the 
Acadiana  District  Communication  Advisor: 


Lajuana  Handschin 
105  Breton  Dr. 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(337) 856-4665 
HandschinD@aol.com 


Lighthouse  Kids 

All  over  the  Acadiana 
District  Lighthouse  Kids 
were  searching  for  light 
clues.  From  Moses  and 
the  burning  bush  to  the 
Light  of  the  World,  Jesus, 
Bible  School  was  an 
adventure  for  the  children 
as  they  searched  for  clues 
of  light  throughout  the 
Bible.  You  could  see 
beams  of  light  from  flash¬ 
lights  throughout  the 
churches.  Beacon,  the 
talking  pelican,  was  a  hit 
everywhere  he  flew.  Not 
only  did  the  children  have 
a  great  time,  but  the  lead¬ 
ers  and  adults  did,  too. 
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The  United  Methodist  Women  of  St.  Luke's  United  Methodist  Church  visited  the 
UMCOR  Sager-Brown  Depot  in  Baldwin  on  Saturday,  August  9.  The  visit  provid¬ 
ed  volunteer  hours  to  make  school  supply  kits,  hurricane  kits  and  health  kits. 
The  visit  by  the  18  adults  and  18  youth  members  not  only  provided  needed  help 
at  Sager-Brown  but  also  allowed  the  group  to  enjoy  camaraderie  among  the 
congregation. 


St.  Matthew  coordinates 

St.  Matthew  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Algiers  recently  began  a  fami¬ 
ly-day  program  in  support  of  its  Igniting 
Ministry  program. 

Congregation  members  are  selecting 
months  to  bring  family  and  friends  in  for 
the  Sunday  morning  worship  service  - 
especially  those  in  need  of  a  church 
home.  Family  members  are  acknowl- 


Igniting  Ministry  effort 

edged  during  the  service  and  the  host 
church  member  is  provided  with  a 
proclamation. 

Those  members  with  smaller  families 
are  joining  with  other  small  families  to 
share  a  month.  Visitors  on  those 
Sundays  are  given  note  pads  as  a  sou¬ 
venir  from  the  Igniting  Ministries  com¬ 
mittee  of  St.  Matthew  UMC. 


Fundraiser  slated  for  September  in  Metairie 


The  Bob  Lay  Memorial  “1000  Club” 
and  the  Daughenbaugh-Matheny 
Scholarship  Fund  are  sponsoring  a  fund 
raiser  dinner  and  auction  on  Friday, 

Sept.  26,  from  7-10  p.m.  The  dinner  and 
auction  will  be  held  at  the  Sheraton  Four 
Points  Hotel  located  at  6401  Veterans 
Memorial  Boulevard  in  Metairie.  The 
dinner  menu  will  allow  guests  to  select 
from  three  entrees.  The  musical  group 
“The  Clean  Slate”  will  provide  gospel 
music  for  the  evening.  In  addition,  the 
committee  has  planned  door-prize 


drawings  and  an  auction  will  follow  the 
meal.  Tickets  to  attend  the  event  are 
available  at  a  cost  of  $50  per  person. 
Monetary  donations  or  items  for  the 
auction  in  support  of  the  event  would  be 
appreciated. 

To  purchase  tickets  or  make  a  dona¬ 
tion,  please  contact  Doris  Happel,  New 
Orleans  District  Director-The  Bob  Lay 
Memorial  "1000  Club”  at  (504)  887-6297 
or  Evelyn  Martin,  New  Orleans  District 
Director  of  the  Daughenbaugh-Matheny 
Scholarship  Fund  at  (504)  282-7731. 


Ready  for  the 
Belly  of  the  Whale 

Rev.  Peter  Harrington,  pastor  of 
St.  Matthew's  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Metairie,  suits  up  for 
underwater  exploration  as  he 
talks  with  children  attending  the 
church's  vacation  Bible  school. 
The  theme  is  'SCUBA/  which 
stands  for 'Super  Cool  Undersea 
Bible  Adventure.'Harrington  and 
his  wife,  Marilyn,  dive  each  year 
across  the  Caribbean  and  Gulf  of* 
Mexico.  More  than  150  children 
attended  the  event. 


Members  of  Mount  Zion  United  Methodist  Church,  Rayne  Memorial  UMC  and  First 
Street  UMC  recently  participated  in  a  Summer  Leadership  Institute  facilitated  by 
Pastoral  Intern  Cory  Sparks. 


Mt.Zion  holds  summer  leadership  institute 


Over  a  period  of  six  weeks  this  sum¬ 
mer,  Mount  Zion  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans  was  the  sight  for 
a  Summer  Leadership  Institute  facilitat¬ 
ed  by  Pastoral  Intern  Cory  Sparks.  The 
event  was  sponsored  by  Mount  Zion,  All 
Congregations  Together  (ACT),  and 
Rayne  Memorial.  SLI,  or  “Sly”  as  it’s  been 
affectionately  named,  was  funded  by 
one  of  17  grants  worldwide  given  by  the 
Shared  Mission  Focus  on  Young  People 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

In  addition  to  the  Mount  Zion  mem¬ 
bers  that  participated,  SLI  included  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  Rayne  Memorial  UMC, 
First  Street  UMC,  and  Mount  Moriah 
Baptist  Church. 

Sparks,  a  fourth  year  of  the  Master  of 
Divinity  Program  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  at  SMU,  will  serve  in  the  com¬ 
ing  months  at  Mount  Zion  UMC  as  a 
pastoral  intern,  where  he  will  be  men¬ 
tored  by  Rev.  Victor  T.  McCullough. 
Sparks’  home  congregation  is  Rayne 
Memorial  UMC  in  New  Orleans. 

The  six-week  program  focused  on 
developing  youth  as  Christian  leaders  in 
the  community.  It  urged  them  to  explore 
how  their  faith  calls  them  to  act  for 
social  justice.  During  the  program,  SLI 
taught  spiritual  practices  and  communi¬ 
cation  skills,  encouraged  theological 
reflection,  and  educated  the  youth  about 
the  community.  The  teens  learned  lectio 
divina,  or  sacred  reading  of  scripture, 
had  an  opportunity  to  walk  a  labyrinth, 
journaled,  and  explored  hospitality  as  a 
spiritual  discipline. 

Melissa  Sparks,  a  Xavier  University 
Speech  Communication  Professor  (and 
wife  of  Cory  Sparks),  taught  them  listen¬ 
ing  and  public  speaking  skills.  Professor 
Joerg  Rieger  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  in  Dallas,  spoke  with  the  youth 


about  the  theology  of  mission.  At  other 
points,  the  youth  learned  about  housing 
and  economic  issues  from  ACT  organiz¬ 
ers  and  a  coordinator  for  the 
Tulane/Xavier  National  Center  for  the 
Urban  Community. 

In  addition  to  classroom  training,  the 
SLI  teens  visited  St.  Mark’s  Community 
Center,  the  Methodist  Home  for 
Children  in  New  Orleans,  the  Salvation 
Army,  Habitat  for  Humanity,  Desire 
Street  Ministries,  Cafe  Reconcile,  and  the 
Feed  lesus  program  of  St.  Joseph’s 
church.  At  most  of  these  locations,  SLI 
members  completed  work  projects,  such 
as  painting  a  room  in  a  day  care  center, 
laying  the  sub-flooring  of  a  house,  or 
cleaning  up  around  facilities.  But  the 
youth  pushed  beyond  these  typical  mis¬ 
sion  experiences  to  learn  about  the 
vision  and  funding  of  the  programs.  In 
this  way  they  could  reflect  on  how  the 
ministries  sought  to  bring  about  the 
Kingdom  of  God  in  New  Orleans.  The 
SLI  youth  also  developed  relationships 
with  local  teens,  especially  at  Desire 
Street  and  St.  Mark’s. 

This  model  stands  as  an  alternative  to 
traditional  mission  programs. 

Sometimes  teams  come  through  New 
Orleans  and  fail  to  see  the  larger  impli¬ 
cations  of  their  work,  or  they  don’t  con¬ 
nect  with  the  people  of  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  Many  mission  projects  address 
the  symptoms  of  poverty,  racism,  and 
injustice  without  asking  why  society  per¬ 
petuates  these  problems.  The  SLI  initia¬ 
tive  seeks  to  find  answers  to  these  ques¬ 
tions. 

As  a  way  of  sharing  their  experiences, 
the  participants  held  a  program  for  other 
youth  on  August  9.  Around  30  people 
gathered  to  discuss  the  challenges  facing 
teens  in  New  Orleans,  examining  the 

See  Leadership,  page  8 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
New  Orleans  District  Communication  Advisor: 


Dian  Kent 
837  Sumner  St. 
New  Orleans,  LA  701 14 
(504)  528-2219 
(504)  328-2265  fax 


August  29,2003 
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Monroe  and  Ruston  District 
Ministry  Teams  Present: 

Children's  Christian 
Education  Workshop 
Featuring:  Rev.  Mary 
Alice  Gran, 
Director  of  Children's 
Ministries, 
General  Board  of 
Discipleship 

Saturday,  September  6, 2003,  1 0  a.m.  until  3  p.m. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  West  Monroe 
141 1  Glenwood  Drive 
(1-20  Service  Road) 

Cost:  $20  per  person;  maximum  of  $50  per  church 
(lunch  and  materials  included) 

This  workshop  is  designed  for  those  in  the  church 
who  plan  and  lead  children's  ministries.There  will 
be  instruction  on  why  to  have  Children's  program¬ 
ming,  how  to  train  teachers,  and  rotation  Sunday 
school.There  will  also  be  a  time  for  small  group 
work  and  questions  and  answers. 

For  accommodations  information,  call 
Tonya  Hamilton,  (318)  387-0511. 


Youth  out  in  'force'  at  West  Monroe  church 


Youth  Force  is  an  outreach  ministry 
for  youth  that  began  in  Oklahoma  City, 
OkJa.  Over  the  years  this  summer  proj¬ 
ect  has  grown  from  one  to  four  satellite 
programs  each  summer.  Last  July  was 
the  first  time  that  YouthForce  was  held 
in  Louisiana.  More  than  180  United 
Methodist  youth  and  adults  from 
Louisiana  and  Oklahoma  gathered  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  West 
Monroe  to  repair  2 1  homes  for  elderly 
residents. 

The  youth  and  adults  descended 
upon  West  Monroe  on  July  6  and  gath¬ 
ered  together  to  work  in  “God  Squad” 
teams,  consisting  of  six  to  eight  youth 
and  two  adults  leaders.  Over  the  next 
four  days  these  small  groups  painted, 
repaired  roofs,  hung  boards,  put  in  con¬ 
crete  sidewalks,  and  repaired  numerous 
screens,  window  panes  and  doors. 


Work  on  the  projects  began  in  the 
early  morning  while  it  was  a  bit  cooler 
and  ended  in  the  mid  afternoon  before  it 
got  ’’too  hot."  Evenings  after  dinner 
were  filled  with  recreation  and  worship. 

The  music  and  worship  was  led  by 
Mike  Edminson  from  St.  Luke’s  UMC  in 
Oklahoma  City.  Throughout  the  week, 
youth  and  leaders  learned  new  skills, 
met  new  people,  and  become  closer  to 
God.  Rev.  Steve  Kelly  of  Faith  UMC  said 
the  experience  really  brought  his  youth 
group  together.  They  came  home  “On 
Fire  for  God”. 

Bringing  God’s  love  to  the  community 
and  to  your  church,  that  is  what 
YouthForce  is  all  about. 

If  you  are  interested  in  bringing 
Youth  Force  to  your  home  town,  please 
contact  Tonya  Hamilton  at  (318)  387- 
0511. 


First  UMC,  Winnsboro,  plans  fall  revival 


Dr.  Bill  Ury  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  will  be 
leading  a  weekend  fall  revival  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Winnsboro, 
Oct.  10-12. 

Ury  was  raised  in  Taiwan  as  the  son  of 
United  Methodist  missionaries,  Bill  and 
Beth  Ury. 

Revival  services  begin  Friday  evening, 
Oct.  10,  at  7  p.m.,  with  a  potluck  dinner 
at  5:30  p.m.  On  Saturday,  Ury  will  lead  a 
10  a.m.  devotional;  time  with  youth  is  5 
p.m.,  and  evening  services  at  7  p.m.  The 
revival  will  conclude  at  the  1 1  a.m.  wor¬ 
ship  service  on  Oct.  12.  Malcolm  Bass  of 
McGuire  UMC,  West  Monroe,  will  serve 
as  congregational  song  leader. 

Ury  completed  his  BA.  degree  in 
History  at  Asbury  College,  began  his 
M.Div.  degree  in  Israel  at  the  Institute  of 
Holy  Land  Studies  on  Mt.  Zion  in 
Jerusalem,  and  received  his  doctorate 


from  Drew  University.  While  there,  he 
and  his  wife,  Diane,  served  as  associate 
pastors  in  a  Chinese-American  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Chinatown,  New 
York  City.  After  graduate  work  he  began 
to  teach  Systematic  and  Historical 
Theology  at  Wesley  Biblical  Seminary, 
where  he  has  had  the  privilege  of  serving 
for  over  14  years. 

The  Urys  are  the  parents  of  four  chil¬ 
dren  and  are  members  of  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church,  Jackson,  Miss.,  where 
Bill  taught  Sunday  School  weekly, 
preached  and  led  seminars  for  over 
twelve  years.  He  also  serves  as  seminary 
preacher  on  a  nationwide  program 
under  the  auspices  of  American  Family 
Radio,  entitled  “The  Hour  of  Holiness.” 

He  has  published  two  books,  Trinitarian 
Personhood  and  In  His  Image,  with  co¬ 
author,  Dr.  Allan  Coppedge. 


St.  James  UMC  reaches  out  to  inmates 


Beginning  in  March  of  this  year,  male 
and  female  residents  of  City  of  Faith 
Community  Correctional  Center  have 
been  actively  embraced  in  the  Sunday 
evening  Contemporary  Service  at  St. 
James.  They  have  begun  to  attend  the 
weekly  Bible  Study  on  Tuesday  nights 
and  have  grown  spiritually  in  the 
process. 

There  is  an  average  of  20-25  residents 
that  attend  each  Sunday  and  are  blessed 
with  a  home-cooked  meal.  During  the 
services  the  residents  are  allowed  to 
share  the  opportunity  to  give  their  per¬ 
sonal  testimony,  sing,  read  scripture,  or 
encourage  one  another. 

Also,  on  July  27,  the  Union  Parish 
Detention  Center  Choir  shared  with  the 
St  James  church  in  the  1 1  a.m.  worship 
service. 

The  choir  sang  spirit  filled  songs  and 


blessed  each  member  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  In  addition,  about  15  residents 
from  City  of  Faith  shared  in  the  service. 
St.  James  hopes  to  have  the  choir  attend 
again  in  the  near  future. 

Beginning  July  28,  St.  James  UMC  will 
begin  the  Community  Outreach  Youth 
Ministry  for  the  youth  in  the  Windsor 
Inn  in  Monroe  (a  housing  facility). 

There  will  be  a  weekly  Bible  Study  with 
all  the  children  residing  there.  This  out¬ 
reach  is  in  conjunction  with  the  DeSiard 
Street  Shelter  and  volunteers  from  St. 
James  UMC  as  well  as  another  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  area.  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Monroe 
contributed  the  Bible  Study  materials  to 
make  this  project  a  success. 

Wow!  What  a  wonderful  ministry 
joining  the  community  and  churches  to 
share  Jesus  with  those  in  need. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 

Monroe  District  Communication  Advisor 

Floyce  Meyer 

2042  Arkansas  Rd. 

West  Monroe,  LA  71291 

(318)396-2118 

flossie@bayou.com 
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way  a  relationship  with  Christ  provides 
salvation  in  a  world  filled  with  violence, 
drugs,  extramarital  sex,  and  oppression. 

“This  experience  helped  me  to 
become  a  better  Christian  as  far  as 
reaching  out  to  others  in  my  generation. 

I  learned  skills  that  help  me  to  talk  to 
them  more  effectively.  Also,  I’ve  been  on 
mission  trips  with  my  church,  and  was 
tuned  in  to  outreach.  But  I  learned 
about  ‘mission  inreach’,  which  helps  you 
focus  on  connecting  with  those  you  are 
helping.  When  you  go  on  mission,  it  is 
more  than  saying  ‘I  did  this,  I’m  proud  of 
it.’  It’s  all  about  knowing  that  you  have 
made  a  difference  in  someone’s  life,” 
said  Sabrina  Blunt,  SLI  participant. 

Those  attending  the  event  were  Blunt 
and  Aloise  McCullough,  Mount  Zion 
UMC;  Adam  Cavalier,  Laura  Krueger, 
and  Cassie  Segal,  Rayne  Memorial  UMC; 


Ireion  Ross  and  Saidah  Smith,  First 
Street  UMC,  and  Katera  Howard,  Mount 
Moriah  Baptist  Church. 

Sparks  commented, "When  I  worked 
as  chaplain  at  the  Methodist  Home  for 
Children,  I  noticed  that  many  youth 
groups  weren’t  connected  to  mission 
centers  in  New  Orleans.  SLI  grew  out  of 
my  concern  about  this  issue,  and  also 
reflects  my  efforts  to  link  a  passion  for 
social  justice  to  spirituality  and  evan¬ 
gelism.” 

If  funding  continues,  leaders  hope  to 
expand  the  program  next  year.  Within 
the  next  few  weeks,  a  website  will  be 
operational  that  will  provide  informa¬ 
tion  about  SLI.  If  anyone  would  like 
more  information  about  the  program,  or 
some  of  the  material  used,  they  can  con¬ 
tact  Cory  Sparks  at  Mount  Zion  UMC  or 
e-mail  him:  corysparks@email.com. 


More  than  300  youth  and  youth  leaders  from  throughout  the  Louisiana 
Conference  gathered  for  United  Methodist  Youth  2003  at  the  University  of 
Tennessee.  Roughly  9,000  youth  from  the  United  States,  Mexico,  Germany, 
Poland,  Kenya,  Congo,  India,  Lithuania,  Mozambique,  Nigeria  and  Russia  came  to 
the  international  gathering  for  young  people  and  youth  leaders.  Some  600  of 
the  participants  cleaned  windows,  painted  walls,  visited  hospitals  and  partici¬ 
pated  in  other  volunteer  activities  throughout  the  city  of  Knoxville.  Held  every 
four  years,  the  event  is  sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 


Holy  Roller 

The  state-of-the-art  "EmK 
Mobil"  (Methodistmobile) 
mission  bus  travels  to  confer¬ 
ences,  festivals,  shopping 
centers  and  other  places  to 
spread  the  Gospel  in  Europe. 
The  EmK  Mobil  sets  up  as  a 
cafe  where  people  can  relax 
and  explore  questions  of 
faith.  It  was  on  site  at  the 
European  Methodist  Festival 
in  Potsdam,  Germany,  a  umns 

photo  by  Kathleen  LaCamera. 


Creative  Giving  Administrative  Assistant 

The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 

is  seeking  an  energetic  administrative  professional  who  desires  to  work 
on  a  three-quarters-time  basis  in  a  faith-based  environment.  Excellent 
verbal  and  written  communication  and  computer  skills  are  needed  to 
support  VP  in  developing  and  managing  creative  giving  effort  of  the 
Foundation.  E-mail  and  mail  resume  and  cover  letter  to 
robfairly@aol.com  and  8337  Jefferson  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809. 
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Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  to  benefit  from  TV  grant 


A  matching  funds  grant  from  United 
Methodist  Communications  is  support¬ 
ing  an  Igniting  Ministry  television  cam¬ 
paign  running  this  month  promoting 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Lafayette. 

The  spots  are  running  concurrently 
with  a  national  television  buy  on  net¬ 


work  and  cable  channels  during 
September,  which  is  deemed  by  The 


United  Methodist  Church  as  “Open 
House  Month.”  All  districts  in  the  La. 
Annual  Conference  benefit  from  the 
spots  placed  at  the  national  level  as  they 
will  be  seen  statewide  throughout  the 
campaign. 

The  total  media  buy  for  Asbury 
UMC’s  fall  campaign  is  $7,090. 


Abbeville  UMC  finds  silver  lining  in  storm  recovery 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

Rev.  John  Vining,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Abbeville,  is  reminded  every  Sunday 
morning  of  the  devastation  suffered 
by  the  Acadiana  region  of  the  state 
nearly  a  year  ago  when  Hurricane 
Lili  came  to  town. 

“I’ll  be  delivering  a  sermon,  and 
look  up  at  the  boarded  up  circular 
area  over  the  front  door  that  used  to 
be  a  beautiful  stained  glass  window. 
At  that  moment,  I  am  reminded  of  it 
all,”  said  Vining.  The  window,  once 
depicting  the  scene  of  Jesus  praying 
in  the  Garden  of  Gesthemene,  was 
shattered  and  blown  into  the  bal¬ 
cony  by  the  high  winds  that  accom¬ 
panied  the  storm. 

Although  a  destroyed  window  was 
about  the  only  physical  damage  suf¬ 
fered  by  the  church,  Vining  and  the 
Abbeville  congregation  were  sur¬ 
rounded  by  hundreds  of  friends  and 
neighbors  who  were  deeply  affected 
by  Hurricane  lili.  Nearly  163,000 
applications  for  aid  from  FEMA  were 
received  as  a  result  of  damages  by 
winds  and  flooding.  Sugar  cane  and 
other  important  crops  were  badly 
damaged,  seriously  affecting  the 
local  economy. 

“As  a  community,  we  were  facing 
some  significant  challenges.  The  city 
of  Abbeville  and  Vermillion  Parish 
were  the  areas  hardest  hit  by  the 
storm.  Most  people  had  evacuated  to 
safety,  and  when  we  drove  back  into 
town  on  the  Friday  after  the  storm,  I 
didn’t  know  what  to  do.  The  devasta¬ 
tion  in  town  was  just  incredible. 
Power  lines  were  down  everywhere; 
hundreds  of  trees  were  down.  One  of 
our  dearest  friends  had  three  trees 
that  had  fallen  on  their  house,”  said 
Vining. 

One  week  after  the  storm  hit, 
Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson, 
Acadiana  District  Superintendent 
Roger  Lathan,  and  Disaster  Relief 
Coordinator  Sue  Pugh  visited 

See  Abbeville  UMC,  page  3 


Rev.  John  Vining,  top  left,  stands  with  members  of  the  administrative  board  at 
Abbeville  United  Methodist  Church.  Above  them,  a  circle  of  plywood  still  covers 
over  the  effects  of  Hurricane  Lili,  which  blew  out  their  most  prominent  stained  glass 
window.  Hosting  volunteer  teams  and  aiding  members  of  the  community  had  a 
deep  effect  on  the  congregation,  Vining  said."l  believe  with  all  my  heart  that  having 
the  opportunity  to  open  up  to  these  volunteer  groups  fostered  an  even  greater  feel¬ 
ing  of  generosity  and  hospitality  within  our  church;  it  made  a  difference.  God  truly 
blessed  us  all  and  honored  what  we  were  doing  as  a  church."  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis. 
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O  N  T  H  E  JOURNEY 

Perfect  Love  Casts  Out  Fear 


Home  again  and  back  at  the  joyous 
privilege  of  working  in  the  Kingdom  of 
God!  It  was  a  superb  renewal  leave 
and  I  return  to  my  work  rested,  relaxed 
and  refreshed.  It  was  the  first  time  in 
my  life  that  I  had  been  away  from  my 
commissioned  work  for  two  months.  I 
wasn’t  sure  at  first  that  I  could  do  it. 

But  after  getting  my  feet  wet,  letting 
down  emotionally  and  mentally  for 
several  days,  it  began  to  come  more 
easily.  By  the  time  the  second  month 
arrived  I  was  very  prepared  to  just  “be" 
and  let  the  day  at  hand  be  enough  for 
my  concern.  Maybe  for  the  first  time  I 
became  more  completely  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  fullness  of  Jesus’  statement, 
“Therefore  do  not  be  anxious  about 
tomorrow,  for  tomorrow  will  be  anx¬ 
ious  for  itself.  Let  the  day’s  own  trou¬ 
ble  be  sufficient  for  the  day." 

(Matthew  6:34) 

These  past  couple  of  days  in  the 
office  have  been  energizing  because  of 
the  many  exciting  things  that  lie  in 
front  of  us  as  an  Annual  Conference. 
I’m  just  beginning  to  scratch  the  sur¬ 
face  of  plans  for  all  that  is  coming  and 
will  be  eager  to  share  it  all  with  you  as 
the  months  unfold  in  front  of  us. 

During  my  renewal  leave  1  returned 
to  Louisiana  for  the  second  session  of 
our  new  Discerner’s  Academy.  During 
the  weekend  we  were  privileged  to 
share  in  a  reflective  prayer  exercise 
called  “Lectio  Divina.”  I  thought  the 
reflection  we  read  in  silence  was  wor¬ 
thy  of  sharing  with  all  of  you. 

Nelson  Mandela  writes: 

“Our  deepest  fear  is  not  that  we  are 
inadequate.  Our  deepest  fear  is  that 
we  are  powerful  beyond  measure.  It  is 
our  light,  not  our  darkness,  that  most 
frightens  us.  We  ask  ourselves,  ‘Who 
am  I  to  be  brilliant,  gorgeous,  talented 
or  fabulous?’  Actually  who  are  you  not 
to  be?  You  are  a  child  of  God.  Your 
playing  small  does  not  serve  the  world. 

“There’s  nothing  enlightening  about 
shrinking  so  that  other  people  won’t 
feel  insecure  around  you.  We  are  all 
meant  to  shine  as  children  do.  We 
were  bom  to  make  manifest  the  glory 
of  God  that  is  within  us.  It’s  not  just  in 
some  of  us;  it’s  in  everyone.  And  as  we 
let  our  light  shine,  we  consciously  give 


other  people  per¬ 
mission  to  do  the 
same.  As  we  are 
liberated  from  our 
own  fear,  our  pres¬ 
ence  automatically 
liberates  others.” 

The  scriptures 
teach  us  “Perfect 
love  casts  out  fear.” 
If  that  is  the  case, 
when  we  become 
perfected  in  love,  as 
Mr.  Wesley  pointed  out  to  us  should  be 
a  major  goal  in  this  life,  then  we  will  be 
without  fear.  It  is  the  person  who  does 
not  portray  fear  either  by  his/her  over¬ 
bearing  spirit  that  is  a  mask  of  insecu¬ 
rity,  or  by  his/her  timidity  that 
bespeaks  inferiority,  that  is  the  person 
who  the  world  rises  to  follow.  Why 
shouldn’t  those  leaders  be  the  Children 
of  Light  who  are  confident  in  their 
relationship  with  the  Master  and  who 
are  bold  enough  to  step  forward  in 
assurance  and  strength  to  say  “Thus 
says  the  Lord.” 

As  we  move  into  the  fall  of  the  year 
together  and  as  we  work  together  for 
the  building  of  the  Kingdom  of  God, 
my  prayer  for  us  as  the  Louisiana 
Conference  is  that  of  Paul  for  the 
Ephesians: 

“I  pray  that,  according  to  the  riches 
of  his  glory,  he  may  grant  that  you  may 
be  strengthened  in  your  inner  being 
with  power  through  his  Spirit,  and  that 
Christ  may  dwell  in  our  hearts  through 
faith,  as  you  are  being  rooted  and 
grounded  in  love.  I  pray  that  you  may 
have  the  power  to  comprehend  with 
all  the  saints,  what  is  the  breadth  and 
length  and  height  and  depth,  and  to 
know  the  love  of  Christ  that  surpasses 
knowledge,  so  that  you  may  be  filled 
with  all  the  fullness  of  God.” 

(Ephesians  3:16-19) 

It’s  a  beautiful  and  confident  jour¬ 
ney  we  all  have  before  us.  Hold  up 
your  heads  and  walk  boldly  and  fear¬ 
lessly  into  it! 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fell 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


'Lighten  Up' at  Mt.  Sequoyah  singles  event 


This  year’s  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  singles  event,  “Lighten 
Up,”  will  be  held  Oct.  10-12  at  the  Mount 
Sequoyah  Conference  Center  in 
Fayetteville,  Ark. 

Susan  O’Donnell,  comedian  and 
radio  co-host,  will  serve  as  guest  speaker 
for  the  event.  Christian  Country  duo 
“Branded”  will  offer  musical  inspiration. 
Special  guest  Soozung  Sa,  director  of 
Ministries  with  Families  and  Singles  for 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  will 
lead  a  workshop  and  share  in  the  plena¬ 


ry  sessions  about  how  The  United 
Methodist  Church  as  a  denomination  is 
serving  singles  ministries. 

Participants  may  choose  from  38  work¬ 
shops,  attend  indoor  and  outdoor  worship 
services,  and  join  in  on  numerous  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  faith,  fellowship  and  fun. 

For  more  information  on  costs  and 
how  to  register,  contact  Craig  Olney  at 
(937)  667-1069,  ext.  287  or  colney@gum- 
net.org.  Visit  the  event  website  at 
www.lstumc-wichita.org,  and  click  on 
"singles.” 


Dulac  center  gets  new  executive  director 


On  Sunday,  August  31  at  2  p.m.  the 
Community  of  Dulac  hosted  a  welcome 
reception  for  Alice  Rothrock  as  the  new 
Executive  Director  of  the  Dulac 
Community  Center.  Recendy,  a  search 
committee  conducted  interviews  to 
select  a  new  director  to  recommend  to 
the  Dulac  Community  Center  Board. 
After  careful  consideration  of  the  candi¬ 
dates,  Rothrock  was  selected. 

The  new  director  and  her  husband 
“Rock”  are  not  new  to  Dulac.  In  fact, 
after  Hurricane  Andrew  in  1992,  they 
came  with  an  UMCOR  group  to  help 
with  the  clean  up  of  Dulac. 

After  seeing  the  need  for  continuous 
coordination  of  efforts,  they  returned  to 
head  up  the  UMCOR  effort  in  Dulac  for 
a  few  years.  “Miss  Alice”  (as  she  is  known 
in  the  Community)  took  care  of  the 
paperwork  while  Rock  headed  up  work 
groups  at  the  repair  sites.  Rothrock 
developed  a  national  list  of  volunteer 
groups  and  united  with  local  agencies 
and  the  United  Houma  Nation  Tribal 
Council  to  work  in  recovery  of  damaged 
homes  and  lives.  The  couple  retired  for  a 


few  years  back  to  their  home  near 
Toledo  Bend. 

But,  in  October  2003,  when  Hurricane 
Lili  hit  Dulac,  they  returned  again.  This 
time  they  were  appointed  to  work  with 
the  Louisiana  Conference  Disaster 
Recovery  effort.  In  January  2003,  “Miss 
Alice”  and  Rock  transferred  their  mem¬ 
bership  to  Clanton  Chapel  and  decided 
to  devote  their  life  to  serving  the  Lord  in 
Dulac,  and  because  of  the  experiences 
they  had,  they  had  learned  to  love  the 
people  and  community. 

When  the  position  of  executive  direc¬ 
tor  became  open,  “Miss  Alice”  decided 
to  apply.  She  felt  that  there  was  a  great 
need  to  empower  the  people  by  devel¬ 
oping  the  local  talent.  At  the  reception, 
Rothrock  said  that  they  do  love  the  peo¬ 
ple,  but  they  also  felt  the  great  sense  of 
being  loved.  She  looks  forward  to  bring¬ 
ing  new  opportunities  to  the  community 
of  Dulac.  She  will  be  active  in  asking  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Churches  to  work 
with  her  to  meet  the  needs  of  this  min¬ 
istry.  Rothrock  can  be  reached  at  (985) 
563-7483. 


Churches:  send  addresses  for  bulk  mail 


The  Communications  Department  is 
hoping  to  bring  Louisiana  Now!,  our  bi¬ 
monthly  conference  newspaper,  into  the 
home  of  every  United  Methodist  on  our 
membership  rolls. 

This  special  issue,  scheduled  for  the 
month  of  October,  will  contain  impor¬ 
tant  information  about  apportion¬ 
ments  interpretation,  explaining  how 
our  financial  gifts  fuel  the  operation, 
mission  and  ministries  of  the  Annual 
Conference. 

We  are  asking  that  every  congregation 
send  an  electronic  data  base  file,  listing 
their  members  individually  with  a  cur¬ 
rent  address,  to  the  Conference  office, 
using  the  email  address  lanow@bell 
south.net. 

Any  software  program  is  acceptable 
(i.e.  Word  Perfect,  Excel,  Access),  but  the 
file  must  be  saved  comma  delimited. 
Once  the  file  is  saved,  please  send  it  as 
an  attachment  to  the  email  address 
lanow@bellsouth.net. 


Very  Important:  Please  submit  only 
one  name  per  household.  Also,  remove 
fire  names  of  all  non-members  and  any 
out-of-state  names  from  your  list. 

The  following  information  must  be 
provided  for  each  member,  in  separate 
fields:  Last  Name,  First  Name,  Address, 
City,  State,  Zip  Code.  Please  do  not 
include  titles  (i.e.  Doctor,  Mr.,  Mrs., 

Miss) 

If  you  are  among  the  churches  that 
sent  in  your  database  this  spring,  you  do 
not  have  to  send  it  again! 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  need 
help  with  this  endeavor,  please  contact 
Betty  Backstrom,  Communications,  at 
(225)  346-1646  or  (888)  239-5286.  We  are 
asking  that  each  congregation  email  the 
data  base  file  of  their  membership  to 
lanow@bellsouth.net  no  later  than 
September  30,  2003  in  order  to  process 
the  information  in  a  timely  manner. 
Thank  you  so  much  for  your  coopera¬ 
tion  and  participation  in  this  project. 
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Rev.  Heather  Murray  Elkins  blesses  communion  elements  during  the  United 
Methodist  Church's  Fifth  Historical  Convocation  in  Madison  New  Jersey. The  sil¬ 
ver  chalice  is  one  that  John  Wesley  gave  to  American  Methodists  in  1 784. 

St.  George  United  Methodist  Church  in  Philadelphia  lent  it  for  use  in  the  service. 

A  UMNS  photo  by  Joretta  Purdue. 


Register  for  Fall  Convo  September  27 


Abbeville  UMC  /  from  page  1 


Fall  Convo,  an  annual  one-day  event 
for  Conference  youth,  is  just  around  the 
corner!  On  Sept.  27,  hundreds  of  young 
people  will  gather  at  the  Conference 
Center  in  Woodworth  in  a  carnival-like 
atmosphere  to  share  in  a  day  of  worship 
and  fellowship. 

There  will  be  lots  of  fun  and  games, 
like  sponge  wars,  underwear  relays, 
“rock  climbing”  and  bungee  running. 
Participants  will  enjoy  some  great  music 


Brother  Jeff  Gros,  associate  director, 
secretariat  for  Ecumenical  and 
Interreligious  Affairs  with  the  National 
Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops,  will  be 
the  keynote  speaker  for  the  La. 
Interchurch  Conference  Fall  meeting, 
which  convenes  Sept.  15. 

Gros  will  give  his  first  address  at  3 
p.m.  on  the  topic  "The  Churches  and  the 
Eucharist — Challenges  and 
Opportunities.”  The  talk  will  focus  on 
teaching  of  the  different  churches  con¬ 
cerning  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

Sessions  will  be  held  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  2727  Jackson  St.  in 
Alexandria,  Sept.  15-16.  In  addition,  an 
ecumenical  prayer  service  is  scheduled 
at  St.  Francis  Xavier  Cathedral,  626 


Low-income  parents  can  obtain  low- 
interest  loans  through  the  Ways  to  Work 
program,  a  new  service  offered  by 
Family  Service  of  Greater  Baton  Rouge. 

The  program  is  designed  to  help  low- 
income  parents  meet  critical  needs. 
These  include  such  things  as  the  pur- 


and  worship  opportunities.  Youth 
Service  Fund  will  also  be  on  hand  with 
popcorn  and  snow  cones,  so  be  sure  and 
bring  some  extra  cash.  Cost  of  admis¬ 
sion  is  $25  per  person. 

To  get  a  registration  form,  check  the 
April  1 1  edition  of  Louisiana  Now,  or 
visit  the  website  at  http://www.la- 
umc.org/youth.htm  or  call  the 
Conference  Office  at  (888)  239-  5286. 
Registration  deadline  is  Sept.  17. 


Fourth  St.,  at  7:30  p.m.  on  Monday 
evening,  commemorating  the  150th 
anniversary  of  the  Diocese  of 
Alexandria. 

Gros  will  give  his  second  address  on 
the  theme  Tuesday  morning.  There  will 
be  responses  to  his  addresses  by  a  panel 
of  Catholic  and  Protestant  clergy. 

The  La.  Interchurch  Conference  is  a 
statewide  ecumenical  organization 
formed  in  1970  and  consists  of  14  differ¬ 
ent  denominations  and  Church  Women 
United  in  Louisiana.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  please  contact  the  La.  Interchurch 
Conference  by  phone  at  (225)  924-0213 
or  email,  lainterchurch@aol.com.  The 
public  is  invited  to  attend  the  worship 
service  on  Monday  evening. 


chase  of  an  automobile  or  car  repairs,  so 
they  can  keep  their  jobs  or  stay  in 
school. 

For  more  information  and  complete 
eligibility  requirements,  call  Family 
Service  of  Greater  Baton  Rouge,  a  United 
Way  Agency,  at  (225)  923-2399. 


Abbeville  UMC.  “As  we  were  discussing 
how  the  church  would  play  a  role  in 
storm  recovery,  I  mentioned  to  the  bish¬ 
op  that  the  economic  losses  suffered  by 
the  community  could  very  well  affect 
church  giving  for  the  year,”  said  Vining. 

The  pastor's  concerns  were  prophetic 
because  by  the  end  of  2002,  the  church 
faced  a  sum  of  about  $5,300  in  unpaid 
apportionments. 

“It  really  hurt  because  we  always  had 
such  a  strong  record  for  meeting  our 
goals.  This  was  the  first  time  in  many, 
many  years  that  we  experienced  a  short¬ 
fall,”  said  Vining. 

Abbeville  UMC  started  2003  with  only 
.34  cents  in  the  church’s  general 
account.  But  as  in  the  Bible  stories  of 
old,  little  miracles  of  faith  began  to  turn 
difficult  times  into  tremendous  blessings 
for  the  church  and  the  surrounding 
community. 

The  congregation  decided  to  find 
ways  to  raise  the  funds  needed  to  fulfill 
their  apportionments.  Sunday  School 
classes,  the  youth  group,  and  even  the 
children  of  the  church  pitched  in  to  do 
their  part  financially. 

“We  rented  a  booth  in  the  ‘Day  Lily 
Festival’  that  is  held  annually  in 
Abbeville.  Some  church  members  sup¬ 
plied  refreshments  to  sell  and  others 
made  craft  items.  Some  donated  plants. 

“Using  gravel  and  concrete,  the  youth 
and  the  children  made  garden  stepping 
stones  to  sell.  One  family  made  hanging 
basket  holders  out  of  wood  taken  from 
trees  uprooted  by  the  storm.  It  was  a 
church-wide  effort.  And  at  the  end  of  the 
day,  we  had  raised  $1,200  from  our 
efforts,”  said  Vining. 

The  children  and  youth  of  the  church 
put  on  a  Valentine’s  Day  social,  and  two 
of  the  adult  Sunday  School  classes  took 
it  upon  themselves  to  meet  specific 
monetary  goals,  either  through  dona¬ 
tions  or  other  efforts. 

While  all  these  fundraising  projects 
were  taking  place,  the  Abbeville  church 
was  performing  perhaps  a  more  impor¬ 
tant  service.  Throughout  this  past  year, 
and  particularly  during  the  summer, 
hundreds  of  disaster  relief  volunteers 
have  streamed  through  Abbeville  to 
assist  with  storm  recovery. 

Vining  and  his  congregation  stepped 
up  to  provide  a  sort  of  “headquarters” 
for  many  of  these  work  teams,  serving 
meals  to  hundreds  of  workers  over  the 
past  months. 

“I  can’t  begin  to  tell  you  how  many 
people  we  have  met.  One  night,  in  par¬ 


ticular,  there  were  10  different  states  rep¬ 
resented  by  the  volunteers  that  sat 
around  the  dinner  tables  at  our  church. 

It  was  so  humbling  to  know  that  they 
had  made  sacrifices  of  time  and  money 
to  come  and  help  our  community  in  this 
time  of  great  need,”  said  Vining. 

“In  the  midst  of  our  own  crisis,  the 
people  of  Abbeville  United  Methodist 
Church  really  opened  their  arms  and 
their  hearts  to  these  volunteers.  There 
was  a  vital  ministry  of  hospitality  at 
work,  and  we  were  at  the  hub  of  it  all,” 
he  added. 

Vining  was  particularly  touched  by  a 
visit  from  a  special  group  of  volunteers. 

A  team  from  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Albany,  Ga.  came  to  Abbeville 
to  help. 

This  was  significant  to  Vining  because 
he  had  served  as  associate  pastor  for  the 
church  from  1977-79.  “We  got  to  spend  a 
week  with  this  group,  many  of  whom  I 
had  known  during  my  time  in  Albany. 
That  week  was  such  a  blessing.  I 
renewed  acquaintances,  prayed  with 
them,  shared  communion  with  them.  It 
was  a  very  special  experience,”  said 
Vining. 

The  members  of  Abbeville  UMC  con¬ 
tinued  to  feed  and  assist  volunteers 
throughout  the  summer,  providing 
needed  items  when  possible.  Knowing 
this  makes  the  next  part  of  their  story  so 
moving. 

Through  its  fundraising  efforts,  the 
church  has  been  able  to  make  up  for  the 
shortfall  on  last  year’s  apportionments 
commitment.  In  addition  to  that  good 
news,  the  July  statement  on  church  giv¬ 
ing  indicated  that  Abbeville  UMC  was 
already  at  76  percent  in  meeting  its 
apportionments  goal  for  2003. 

“To  top  it  all  off,  at  a  mid-August 
meeting  of  the  church  administrative 
board,  the  treasurer  reported  that  we 
had  only  $3,000  left  to  meet  this  year’s 
goal.  That  was  exciting  news,  but  I  was 
floored  when  a  board  member  came  up 
to  me  after  the  meeting  and  said  that 
she  wanted  to  finish  it  out ...  so  she 
promptly  wrote  me  a  check  for  $3,000. 

For  apportionments  to  be  paid  off  in 
eight  months  is  just  amazing,”  said 
Vining. 

“I  believe  with  all  my  heart  that  hav¬ 
ing  the  opportunity  to  open  up  to  these 
volunteer  groups  fostered  an  even 
greater  feeling  of  generosity  and  hospi¬ 
tality  within  our  church;  it  made  a  differ¬ 
ence.  God  truly  blessed  us  all  and  hon¬ 
ored  what  we  were  doing  as  a  church.” 


Conference  Memoirs  Project  needs  your  help 


The  “Memoirs  Project”  of  the  La. 
Annual  Conference  needs  your  help! 

A  call  is  going  out  for  copies  of  La. 
Conference  Journals  of  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church  prior  to  the  1939 
Uniting  Conference,  and  for  journals 
of  the  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
pastors  in  Louisiana  prior  to  the  1969 


conference. 

They  would  all  be  part  of  the 
Louisiana  history  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

For  further  information,  contact 
Tim  Hebert,  Conference  webservant, 
at  thebert@sw.rr.com  or  Dr.  Jimmie 
Caraway  at  jjccl00000@aol.com. 


SAM  Grants  deadline  set  for  December 


Each  year  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  awards  Support  Action 
Ministry  (SAM)  Grants  to  assist  local 
churches  in  the  establishment  of  new 
mission  projects. 

Traditionally,  priority  has  been 
given  to  those  projects  serving  the 
needs  of  children  and  youth  at  risk.  A 
SAM  Grant  may  be  awarded  for  up  to 
$3,000  for  three  consecutive  years. 
There  are  currently  12  projects  across 
the  state  receiving  SAM  funds  for 
ministry. 


The  deadline  for  all  2004  applica¬ 
tions  is  Dec.  1,  2003. 

Those  who  are  eligible  for  second 
and  third  year  funding  are  reminded 
that  an  annual  re-application  is  nec¬ 
essary. 

Churches  wishing  to  apply  for  first 
year  funding  may  call  or  write  for  an 
application  by  contacting  Rev.  Carol 
Winn  Crawford,  Rayne  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church,  3900  St. 
Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70115, 
(504) 899-3431. 


Gros  to  speak  at  Interchurch  meeting 


Low-interest  loans  available  in  Baton  Rouge 
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Noel  Youth  on  a  Mission! 

During  the  summer  of  2003,  the  youth  at  Noel  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  participated  in  one,  or  two,  or  for  some  even  three  mission  trips. 
While  singing,  repairing,  traveling,  and  having  fun,  all  three  trips  were  very  suc¬ 
cessful.  Relationships  were  formed  among  the  youth  and  adults  accompanying 
us  on  the  trips;  among  the  families  whose  homes  were  being  repaired;  and 
among  the  congregations  where  our  concerts  were  shared.  Our  Youth  Choir 
Tour  traveled  to  Welsh,  Hayes,  Baton  Rouge,  Metairie,  Orange  Beach,  and 
Pensacola.  The  Senior  Highs  went  to  Russell  County,  Va.,  and  worked  on  three 
different  projects  for  the  Appalachia  Service  Project.  One  week  later,  the  junior 
highs  went  to  Dallas,  Tex.,  to  work  on  a  project  for  the  "People  Helping  People" 
project  under  the  City  of  Dallas  Housing  Authority.  It  was  a  great  summer  for  all 
of  us,  while  being  doers  of  the  Word. 


Mount  Sequoyah  to  host  "55  and  older" events 


Mount  Sequoyah  Program  Center, 
located  in  Fayetteville,  Ark,  is  offering  an 
exciting  line-up  of  programs  for  the  “55 
and  older”  crowd  this  fall.  Each  event 
provides  life-enriching  workshops,  fun- 
filled  entertainment  and  fellowship 
opportunities,  hosted  at  an  outstanding 
facility  nestled  in  the  Ozark  Mountains. 

"Fall  on  the  Mountain,”  Oct.  6-9,  will 
feature  Anita  Phillips,  dean;  Dr.  Rod 
Wilmoth,  preacher;  and  Alice 
Langehenig,  musician. 

Faculty  for  “Autumn  Time,”  Oct.  13- 
16,  will  include  Harold  Rucker,  dean; 
Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks,  preacher;  and 
Rev.  Les  Oliver,  musician. 

“Leaves  of  Gold,”  Oct.  20-23,  will  fea¬ 


ture  Jerry  Hoban,  dean;  Rev.  Ann 
Rosebrock,  preacher;  and  Rev.  Carol  Ann 
Blow,  musician. 

The  “Senior  Summit,”  scheduled  for 
Nov.  10-13,  will  focus  on  providing 
resources,  information  and  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  those  who  work  with  older 
adults. 

“Spirit  of  Christmas,”  slated  for  Dec. 
5-6,  offers  participants  a  chance  to 
pause  and  enjoy  a  traditional  beginning 
to  the  holiday  season  with  caroling, 
feasting,  storytelling  by  the  fire,  carriage 
rides  and  more. 

For  more  information  on  prices  and 
how  to  register,  visit  the  website  at 
www.mountsequoyah.org. 


Methodist  Hospital  announces  joint  venture 


The  Board  of  Directors  of  Pendleton 
Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  proudly 
announces  its  entry  into  a  joint  venture 
agreement  with  Universal  Health 
Services,  Inc.  (UHS)  of  King  of  Prussia, 
Penn.  The  formal  agreement  signed  on 
Aug.  27 ,  stipulates  that  UHS  will  acquire 
90  percent  interest  in  Methodist 
Hospital.  Methodist  Health  System 
Foundation,  Inc.  will  retain  10  percent 
interest. 


Over  a  year  ago,  the  Board  began 
seeking  potential  partners  for  such  a 
venture.  UHS  brings  substantial  finan¬ 
cial  depth  to  the  partnership  which  will 
enable  Methodist  Hospital  to  continue 
its  ongoing  mission  of  providing  quality 
healthcare  to  the  community  it  serves. 

For  additional  information  on  the 
two  entities,  visit  the  UHS  website  at 
www.uhsinc.com  or  www.pmmh.org  for 
Methodist  Hospital. 


New  ads  to  feature  "giving  of  one's  self" 


(UMNS)  -  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  now  airing  a  new  national  tel¬ 
evision  advertisement  depicting  the 
benefit  of  giving  of  one’s  self. 

The  commercial,  "The  Gift,”  will  air 
primarily  in  a  30-second  format  on  17 
national  cable  networks  and  NBC  begin¬ 
ning  Sept.  2,  said  the  Rev.  Larry  Hollon, 
top  executive  at  United  Methodist 
Communications. 

“This  message  invites  viewers  to 
embrace  the  idea  of  giving  of  themselves 
to  others,”  said  Hollon,  in  announcing 
the  denomination’s  advertising  plans. 
"This  new  ad  conveys  a  traditional 
Christian  message  of  sharing  and  speaks 
of  God’s  active  presence  in  the  world 
through  us,”  he  said. 

“It  also  comes  at  a  time  of  heightened 
civic-mindedness  in  this  country.  The 
generally  good-natured  behavior  of 
those  affected  by  the  recent  power  fail¬ 
ure  in  the  Northeast  and  Midwest  is  evi¬ 
dence  of  our  basic  concern  for  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  others,”  he  added. 

“The  Gift”  portrays  a  woman  silently 
and  anonymously  leaving  wrapped 
packages  of  various  sizes  in  different 
places. 

The  woman  returns  home  to  find  a 
wrapped  gift  on  her  own  doorstep. 

The  spot  concludes  with:  “If  you’re 

Church  history  resource 

People  doing  research  on  church  his¬ 
tory  have  a  new  tool  at  their  fingertips: 
an  index  to  information  about  clergy 
and  spouses  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  predecessor  denominations 
stretching  back  to  the  1700s. 

The  2003  CD  version  of  the 
Conference  Journal  Memoirs  Index  con¬ 
tains  about  97,000  entries  drawn  from 
pre-1968  conference  journals  held  by 
the  United  Methodist  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History  at  its  offices  at 


searching  for  ways  to  share  your  gifts 
with  others  -  and  possibly  even  receive 
something  in  return  -  our  hearts,  our 
minds  and  our  doors  are  always  open. 
The  people  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church.” 

The  television  advertising  is  part  of 
the  denomination’s  national  Igniting 
Ministry  initiative,  a  four-year,  $20  mil¬ 
lion  effort  spearheaded  by  United 
Methodist  Communications.  More  than 
92  million  television  viewers  have  seen 
the  commercials  since  the  effort 
debuted  in  2001. 

The  campaign’s  success  in  raising 
awareness  of  the  denomination  and 
increasing  first- time  worship  attendance 
in  the  United  States  has  led  UMCom 
officials  to  propose  significandy  expand¬ 
ing  the  program  beginning  in  2005. 

The  denomination  airs  commercials 
three  times  a  year—  in  the  Easter,  back- 
to-school  and  Christmas  seasons — 
because  they  represent  times  people  are 
most  receptive  to  spiritual  messages, 
officials  note. 

The  commercial  is  available  for  news 
media  previewing  at  www.ignitingmin- 
istry.org. 

VHS  news  media  preview  copies  are 
available  by  contacting  Pam  Price  at 
(615)  742-5405. 

now  available  on  CD 

Drew  University  in  Madison,  N.J.  The 
indexed  material  extends  from  about 
1786  to  1967,  according  to  L.  Dale 
Patterson,  archivist. 

The  CD  may  be  ordered  for  $10, 
including  shipping  and  handling,  from 
the  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History,  RO.  Box  127,  Madison,  NJ  07940. 
An  order  form  is  posted  at 
http://www.gcah.org/list.htm ,  and 
more  details  are  available  at 
research@gcah.org . 
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Parks  celebrates  perfect  attendance  record 


What’s  the  matter 
with  Rebekah  Parks? 

Doesn’t  she  ever  want 
to  “sleep  in"  on  Sunday 
morning?  Doesn’t  she 
have  to  stay  home 
from  church  to  cook 
Sunday  dinner  for  her 
kinfolks?  Doesn’t  she 
ever  get  sick?  Doesn’t  Parks 
she  have  to  entertain 
out-of-town  guests  who  didn’t  bring 
clothes  for  going  to  church  with  her? 

On  May  25,  Rebekah  Parks  celebrated 


42  years  of  perfect  attendance  without 
being  absent  from  church  wherever  she 
was,  on  vacation  or  some  important 
weekend  meeting.  A  total  of  2,184  con¬ 
secutive  Sundays! 

Becky  is  a  member  of  First  UMC, 
Homer,  and  the  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  Ed 
Parks.  The  Rev.  David  Dietzel  is  the  pas¬ 
tor  who  insisted  that  Becky  make  a 
“Victory  Lap”  around  the  sanctuary.  (By 
the  way,  she  didn’t.) 

Congratulations  go  to  Rebekah  Parks  . 
. .  and  there  isn’t  anything  wrong  with 
her! 


Through  its  "Building  on  Faith"  project,  Beulah  United  Methodist  recently  dedi¬ 
cated  its  new  fellowship  hall. 


Beulah  UMC  dedicates  fellowship  hall 


Earlier  this  year,  dedication  serv¬ 
ices  were  held  for  the  new  fellowship 
hall  and  the  Troy  Garrett  Memorial 
Garden  at  Beulah  United  Methodist 
Church.  Located  just  south  of  Hwy. 
80  East  from  Ruston  in  west 
Ouachita  Parish,  Beaulah  UMC  is 
beautifully  situated  atop  Sanford 
Hill. 

In  1995,  retired  pastor  Rev.  Troy 
Garrett  was  appointed  to  the 
church,  and  has  helped  the  congre¬ 
gation  grow  significantly,  spiritually 


and  in  numbers.  The  need  for  addi¬ 
tional  space  became  apparent,  and 
in  the  fall  of  2002,  the  church  began 
the  “Building  on  Faith”  project  to 
raise  funds  for  a  new  fellowship  hall. 

The  congregation  invites  friends 
and  visitors  to  drop  by  on  Sundays 
at  10  a.m.  to  worship  with  them,  and 
their  new  pastor,  Rev.  John 
Kavanaugh  Jr.  Visitors  may  also  wish 
to  read  the  memorial  brick  path¬ 
ways  being  created  in  the  memorial 
garden. 


Youth  workshop  slated 

A  Youth  Leaders  Workshop  will  be 
led  by  Duffy  Robbins,  chair  of  Youth 
Ministry  Program  at  Eastern  College 
in  Pennsylvania,  Oct.  3-4,  at  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Ruston. 

Topics  will  include:  “Lost  on  the 
Freeway  Syndrome — Where  are  we 


for  Oct.  at  Trinity  UMC 

now  and  where  are  we  headed?”; 
Creative  Bible  Study;  Making  Real 
Life  Teenage  Disciples;  and  Building 
Relationships  that  Build  Faith. 

For  more  information,  contact 
(318)  251-2690,  or  email 
rudist@bayou.com. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
Ruston  District  Communication  Advisor: 

Laura  Jones 
2019  Airport  Loop 
Homer,  LA  71040 
(318)  927-5220 
lmjones@bayou.com 


More  than  200  family  and  friends  gathered  recently  to  worship  and  give  thanks 
to  God  for  the  100  years  of  ministry  at  Hodge  United  Methodist  Church. 


Hodge  UMC  celebrates  centennial 


A  Centennial  Celebration  honor¬ 
ing  100  years  of  ministry  for  Hodge 
United  Methodist  Church  was  held 
this  spring.  The  theme  “Forth  in  His 
Name”  set  the  tone  for  the  day  of  fes¬ 
tivities,  enjoyed  by  more  than  200 
family  and  friends  who  gathered  to 
worship  and  give  thanks  to  God  for 
the  Hodge  UMC  ministry. 

A  display  of  photographs  and  his¬ 
torical  items  spanning  the  last  100 
years,  assembled  by  Hodge  member 
Marge  Harvey,  was  enjoyed  by  all. 

In  the  sprucing  up  of  the  church, 
event  co-chairs  decided  that  the 
church  bell  should  be  fixed  and  rung 
at  the  beginning  of  the  morning  serv¬ 
ice.  Church  member  Marty  Barr  took 
care  of  the  project,  and  the  bell  that 
had  stood  silent  for  many  years  rang 
out  over  the  small  town  at  10:30  a.m. 
the  morning  of  the  celebration. 

The  children  were  not  forgotten  in 
all  the  planning.  Susan  and  Gary 
Hinckley  build  an  “ark”  and  set  it  up 
in  the  nursery. 

The  kids  enjoyed  sack  lunches 
inside  the  whimsical  structure,  while 
listening  to  the  bible  story  about 
Noah's  Ark. 

Guests  received  a  tasseled  bound 
souvenir  booklet  that  included  a 
brief  history  of  the  church.  Dale 
Stewart  and  Margaret  Collins  did  the 
renderings  of  the  old  wood  frame 


church  and  the  present  brick  struc¬ 
ture  that  graced  the  cover  and  the 
inside  of  the  booklet. 

The  worship  service  included  for¬ 
mer  pastors  of  the  congregations. 
Revs.  Terral  Lowe,  Tim  Lawson  and 
Randy  Scrivener  participated,  along 
with  the  current  pastor,  Rev.  Bill 
Strawbridge.  Another  former  pastor, 
Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  delivered  the 
sermon  “Keeping  Faith.”  Ruston 
District  Superintendents  Rev.  Terry 
Willis  read  a  letter  of  congratulations 
from  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson, 
and  Rev.  Jimmie  Ftyles  offered  the 
benediction. 

Quentin  Causey,  mayor  of  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Hodge,  proclaimed  March  23 
as  “Hodge  UMC  Day.” 

Following  a  luncheon  buffet,  the 
Pineridge  Quartet  presented  a  musi¬ 
cal  program  of  gospel  music  and  old 
hymn  favorites.  During  the  program, 
several  former  pastors  and  members 
shared  memories  of  Hodge  UMC 
and  its  ministries. 

Sen.  John  Breaux  honored  the 
church  by  sending  a  certificate  of 
recognition  to  the  church. 

Hodge  UMC  welcomes  all  those 
traveling  through  the  village  of 
Hodge  to  stop  and  worship  any 
Sunday  morning  at  1 1  a.m.,  as  they 
move  forward  into  the  next  100 
years! 
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The  Rev.  Jose  Palos,  pastor  of  La  Trinidad  United  Methodist  Church  in  San 
Antonio,  says  issues  of  identity  are  evident  in  the  very  language  used  to 
describe  Hispanic/Latinos. The  term  "Hispanic"  denotes  people  from  many 
nationalities  and  backgrounds  -  Mexicans,  Puerto  Ricans,  Dominicans  and  those 
from  Latin  American  countries."Hispanic/Latino"is  more  acceptable  because 
many  identify  with  Latino  cultures  or  Latin  American  countries,  Palos  says. 

A  UMNS  photo. 


Hispanic-Anglo  church  merger  new  trend 


The  small  congregation  of  Agape 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
is  on  the  leading  edge  of  a  quiet  rev¬ 
olution  transforming  not  only  the 
denomination  but  U.S.  society  as 
well. 

The  140-member  Dallas  church  is 
the  product  of  a  Hispanic  /Latino 
congregation  merging  with  a  dwin¬ 
dling  Anglo  one.  Based  in  a  neigh¬ 
borhood  that  is  heavily  Mexican,  the 
congregation  reaches  out  to  the 
community  in  a  variety  of  ways,  such 
as  through  an  after-school  program 
that  it  offers  in  partnership  with  an 
elementary  school. 

The  change  in  Agape’s  congrega¬ 
tion  is  mirrored  throughout  the 
denomination,  which  saw  a  nearly 
30  percent  increase  in 
Hispanic/ Latino  membership 
between  1996  and  2001. 
Hispanic/Latinos  are  the  fastest- 
growing  demographic  group  in  the 
United  States,  according  to  the  U.S. 
Census  Bureau. 

"The  growth  has  implications  in 
every  aspect  of  society  in  the  United 
States,”  says  the  Rev.  Cristian  de  la 
Rosa,  Agape’s  pastor  and  former 
director  of  continuing  education  and 
course  of  study  at  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  in 
Evanston,  Ill. 

The  church’s  response  to  that 
boom  is  a  concern  for 
Hispanic/Latino  United  Methodist 
leaders,  de  la  Rosa  says.  Many  feel 
that  the  denomination,  despite  what 
it  has  done,  “is  very  behind.  We  are 
doing  more  than  we  were  doing  10 
years  ago,  but  the  population  dou¬ 
bled  and  we  need  to  be  doing  twice 
as  much.” 

The  United  Methodist  Church  sig¬ 
naled  the  importance  of  ministry 


with  Hispanic/Latinos  in  1992,  when 
its  top  legislative  assembly  imple¬ 
mented  the  National  Plan  for 
Hispanic  Ministry. 

Although  the  plan  is  “the  best 
thing  I’ve  seen,”  de  la  Rosa  says  that 
in  addition  to  tools,  resources  and 
information,  "the  church  needs  a 
commitment  that  goes  beyond  a 
year  at  a  time  or  four  years  at  a  time. 
It  means  a  commitment  that  goes 
beyond  a  generation. 

“For  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  we  cannot  really  look  at 
doing  relevant  ministry  or  being  a 
relevant  church  without  being  in 
ministry  with  the  Hispanic  commu¬ 
nity,”  she  says.  “If  we  choose  not  too, 
we  will  be  an  irrelevant  denomina¬ 
tion.” 

Increased  immigration  boosted 
the  Hispanic /Latino  population  dur¬ 
ing  the  1990s  and  into  the  current 
decade.  Many  are  coming  to  the 
United  States  for  better  jobs,  to  join 
other  family  members,  to  receive 
health  care  and  to  escape  political 
oppression,  says  the  Rev.  Justo 
Gonzales,  a  United  Methodist  the¬ 
ologian. 

Today,  Hispanic/Latinos  are  the 
largest  U.S.  minority,  with  38.8  mil¬ 
lion  people  or  13  percent  of  the  pop¬ 
ulation.  Those  Census  Bureau  figures 
don’t  include  an  estimated  4  million 
undocumented  Hispanics.  In  con¬ 
trast,  blacks  number  36.1  million,  or 
12.7  percent  of  all  U.S.  residents. 

In  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
Hispanic /Latinos  account  for  51,871 
members  (in  a  total  U.S.  member¬ 
ship  of  about  8.4  million),  357  con¬ 
gregations  and  506  clergy.  Two  of  the 
denomination’s  bishops  are 

See  Merger,  page  8 


Seniors  at  the  Golden  Years  Center  for  the  Elderly  sing  during  a  service  of  dedi¬ 
cation  for  the  center. The  program  is  a  ministry  of  Stewart  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lingayen,  Pangasinan,  Philippines,  a  umns  photo. 

Golden  Years  Center  aids  elderly  in  Asia 


(UMNS)  -  Esperanza  Bermejo 
Bailen,  85,  says  loneliness  is  one  of 
the  major  causes  of  suffering  for  the 
elderly. 

Recently  widowed,  Bailen  knows 
first-hand  the  “joys  and  pains  of 
growing  old.” 

She  and  other  members  of  a 
United  Methodist  church  in  the 
northern  Philippines,  with  help  from 
the  denomination,  have  joined 
together  to  address  this  problem. 
The  Golden  Years  Center  for  the 
Elderly  is  a  ministry  of  Stewart 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Lingayen,  Pangasinan, 

Philippines. 

The  center  was  dedicated  in  April 
with  help  from  a  $2,500  grant  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Older  Adult 
Ministries. 

In  2002,  grants  were  awarded  to 
22  programs  that  benefit  senior  citi¬ 
zens.  The  funds  came  from  the 
Comprehensive  Plan  for  Older  Adult 
Ministries  approved  by  the  2000 
General  Conference. 

“I  would  like  to  point  out  that  the 
first  report  from  a  recipient  of  these 
grants  came  from  a  Central 
Conference,”  said  Richard  H. 
Gentzler  Jr.,  director  of  the  Center  on 
Aging  and  Older  Adult  Ministries  at 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

Committee  members  heard  about 
the  progress  of  the  Golden  Years 
Center  for  the  Elderly  during  their 
Aug.  15-17  meeting  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.  Committee  members  reviewed 
72  grant  applications  for  2003-2004. 
Gentzler  said  the  recipients  would 
be  announced  in  October. 

A  package  from  the  center  was 


sent  to  the  committee  to  express 
appreciation  for  the  grant  money. 
Photographs  of  the  dedication  of 
Golden  Years  Center  were  shared  as 
members  heard  Arturo  Razon,  a  rep¬ 
resentative  from  the  Central 
Conferences,  talk  about  the  dedica¬ 
tion  ceremony. 

“Many  political  leaders  were 
present  for  the  dedication,  and  the 
church  declared  that  day  Elderly 
Sunday,”  he  said.  Members  of  the 
center  sang  during  the  dedication 
and  the  project  director,  Ruby  Celia 
L.  Carolino,  was  the  preacher  for  the 
occasion. 

Bailen  is  a  retired  deaconess  and 
serves  as  president  of  the  center. 

The  primary  purpose  of  the  cen¬ 
ter  is  “to  provide  a  venue  where  the 
elderly  can  share  the  joys  and  pains 
of  growing  old  with  God,  their  peers 
and  others,”  she  said 

One  of  the  center’s  objectives  is 
to  encourage  the  elderly  to  continue 
growing  in  their  faith  and  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  life  of  the  church.  The 
center  also  hopes  to  assist  the  elder¬ 
ly  in  personal  and  social  adjust¬ 
ments  that  come  with  aging;  to  fos¬ 
ter  good  health  and  nutrition;  to 
promote  the  special  needs  of  the 
elderly;  and  to  partner  with  other 
agencies  in  providing  services  for 
the  welfare  of  the  elderly  in  the 
community. 

“Today  we  live  in  a  disposable 
society  where  anything  that 
appears  to  be  old  is  discarded,’’ 
Bailen  says.  "The  fastest  growing 
segment  of  our  population  is  the 
senior  citizens  group.  We  express 
concern  that  the  voices  of  those 
who  are  older  might  become 
silenced  in  society,  due  to  ageism.” 
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Takin'  It  to  the  Streets! 


A  project  of  Louisiana  Conference  Volunteers  in  Mission 


Lake  Charles  and  Monroe 
Oct.  24-26 

Gather  with  fellow  volunteers  to  build  access  ramps 
for  persons  with  mobility  impairments. 

For  more  information,  or  to  volunteer,  call 
(337)  439-2982  in  Lake  Charles 
and  (318)  343-0073  in  Monroe. 


St.  Charles,  Destrehan,to  host  Family  Fall  Fest 


St.  Charles  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Destrehan  is  hosting  their  second 
annual  Family  Fall  Festival  on  Oct.  25  at 
the  church  on  Ormond  Blvd.  The  day 
will  feature  a  craft  fair,  car  show,  chili 
cook-off,  “Batde  of  Christian  Bands,”  a 


climbing  wall,  children’s  corner  and  soft- 
ball  tournament. 

Those  wishing  to  participate  with  a 
booth  in  any  of  the  above  categories, 
contact  the  church  for  more  information 
at  (985)  764-8292. 


UM  Men  compiling  database  of  contact  info 


In  an  effort  to  effectively  communi¬ 
cate  with  Conference  laity,  the 
Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist 
Men  are  compiling  a  laity  database.  The 
goal  of  the  project  is  to  have  a  person  or 
persons  from  every  Conference  church 
as  a  point  of  contact. 


Each  church  is  asked  to  send  con¬ 
tact  information  via  the  UMM  presi¬ 
dent,  church  lay  leader,  administra¬ 
tive  council  chair,  or  a  person  consid¬ 
ered  a  leader  in  the  congregation. 
Please  send  contact  information  to 
blbabin@bellsouth.net. 


"Listening  with  the  Heart  and  the  Head" 

Seminar  for  Clergy 

Empathic  listening  skills  empower  clergy  in  all  areas  of  ministry. 

This  workshop  is  designed  to  increase  empathic  listening  skills. 
Knowledge  of  the  dynamics  of  abusive  situations  enables  clergy  to 
help. 

This  workshop  is  designed  to  strengthen  clergy  knowledge  of  abuse 
dynamics. 

Appropriate  referral  resources  increase  the  pastor’s  ability  offer 
support. 

This  workshop  is  designed  to  provide  referrals  to  assist  clergy  in 
identifying  useful  resources. 

Clergy  CEU’s  pending. 

CLERGY  MARK  YOUR  CALENDARS  NOW! 

October  27,  2003  9:30  a.m.  -  12:30  p.m. 

Monroe  District  Meets  at  St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church 

North  Shore  District  Meets  at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Hammond 

Alexandria  District  Meets  at  Horseshoe  Drive  United  Methodist  Church 

January  29,  2004  9:30  a.m.  -  12:30  p.m. 

Lakes  Charles,  New  Orleans,  and  Shreveport  District  Meeting  location  TBA 

February  5,  2004  9:30  a.m.  -  12:30  p.m. 

Acadiana,  Baton  Rouge,  and  Ruston  District  Meeting  location  TBA 


Pioneering  African-American  Player  dies  at  94 


Willa  B.  Player,  the  first  African- 
American  woman  to  head  a  four- year 
college  in  die  United  States,  died  Aug. 
27  in  Greensboro,  N.C.,  at  the  age  of  94 
She  served  as  president  of  Bennett 
from  1955  to  1966,  having  joined  the 
school  in  1930  as  an  instructor  in  the 
language  department  and  going  on  to 


hold  several  other  leadership  positions 
there. 

She  is  remembered  for  hosting 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  but  also  for  her 
staunch  and  unwavering  support  of 
Bennett  students  who  were  incarcerated 
for  their  efforts  to  integrate  restaurants, 
theaters  and  other  local  institutions. 


Wesley  seminary  to  host  pastor  workshop 


”Yes,  I  AM  the  Pastor”  is  a  resource 
conference  for  young  United  Methodist 
clergy  on  Oct.  6-9,  hosted  at  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary.  This  national 
conference  is  being  organized  by  young 
clergy  who  see  a  need  to  address  the 
unique  concerns  of  the  growing  cadre  of 
young  adult  clergy. 

The  mission  of  "Yes  I  AM  the  Pastor” 
is  finding  and  claiming  the  voice  of  a 
new  generation  of  servants.  This  confer¬ 
ence  will  allow  participants  to  worship, 
fellowship,  learn  in  workshops  and 
engage  in  conversation  with  United 


Methodist  clergy  who  are  serving  or 
have  served  a  lifetime  in  ministry. 

Workshops  will  address  two  aspects: 
wellness  in  ministry  and  tools  for  min¬ 
istry.  Workshop  topics  include:  self  care, 
personal  finance,  Bible  study,  ethics  in 
ministry,  worship  and  the  arts,  ministry 
with  young  adults,  multi-media  use, 
advocacy  ministry  and  spiritual  prac¬ 
tices. 

For  detailed  conference  information, 
visit  the  website 

www.cultureofthecall.com/youngclergy/ 
or  contact  Kasey  Jones  at  (202)  885-8632. 


Schwab  named  to  UMC  University  Senate 


Dr.  Kenneth 
Schwab,  president 
of  Centenary 
College,  has  been 
named  a  member 
of  the  University 
Senate  of  the 
United  Methodist 
Church. 

This  body  of 


Schwab 


professionals  in  higher  education 
determine  which  schools,  colleges, 
universities  and  theological  schools 
meet  the  criteria  for  listing  as  institu¬ 
tions  affiliated  with  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

They  provide  an  effective  review 
process  by  visiting  campuses  in 
cooperation  with  the  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education. 


r  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  i 

|  Ask  and  you  shall  receive!  j 

i  If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness  in  i 

Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La. NOW!  and  you  1 

will  receive  it.  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass  the  form  along  J 
i  to  a  friend  and  spread  the  Good  News!  i 

l  Name _ _ _  , 

*  Address _ I 

Telephone _ 

I  Church _ | 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for 

I  □  $15  (One  year)  | 

□  $25  (Two  years)  * 

Please  mail  to:  Subscriptions,  La. NOW!,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802  1 

L - j 


Heart; 
SpAin 


A  Rare  Exhibition  of  Spain's 
Religious  Art  Antiquities  and  Icons 


Witness  divine  inspiration. 

Divine  inspiration  surely  guided  the  hands  of  Goya,  El  Greco,  and  Murillo  to  create 
some  of  the  world's  most  precious  art.  The  Heart  of  Spain  captures  more  than  two 
thousand  years  of  Spain’s  many  religions  and  expressions  of  heavenly  worship  in 
a  single,  historic  event.  Once— and  only  once— will  you  have  the  opportunity  to 
experience  these  artworks  before  they  return  to  their  homes  in  monasteries,  palaces 
and  museums  across  Spain.  Make  plans  now  to  witness  The  Heart  of  Spain. 

SEPTEMBER  1  -  NOVEMBER  30 
Alexandria  Museum  of  Art 


Ticketmasterry  318  484-9714  ♦  Croup  Hates  Available  866  456-7S56 
Tour  Information  800  551  -9546  ♦  Heart0fSpain.com 
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Church  event  supports  soldiers  and  families 


•  FORT  CAMPBELL,  Ky.  (UMNS)— Zach 
turned  14  and  made  the  high  school 
baseball  team. 

Sami  lost  her  front  tooth  and  is  enjoy¬ 
ing  second  grade. 

Not  exactly  breaking  news,  but  those 
kinds  of  little  milestones  in  a  child’s  life 
are  what  thousands  of  military  moms 
and  dads  are  missing  every  day  as  they 
serve  in  Operation  Iraqi  Freedom. 

Zach  and  Sami’s  dad  is  Capt.  Ernest  R 
Jay  West,  a  United  Methodist  minister 
serving  in  Iraq  as  a  U.S.  Army  chaplain 
with  the  2nd  Battalion,  44th  Air  Defense 
Artillery  Regiment,  101st  Airborne 
Division  (Air  Assault),  Fort  Campbell 
Screaming  Eagles. 

When  it  was  announced  that  the 
101st  Airborne  Division  would  continue 
its  duties  in  Iraq  for  another  six  months, 
West  and  his  commander,  Lt.  Col. 

Donald  G.  Frye,  thought  it  was  time  to 
boost  the  morale  between  deployed  sol¬ 
diers  and  their  families. 

To  recognize  and  to  honor  the  fact 
that  kids  and  spouses,  parents  and 
friends  are  missing  one  another, 
“Operation  Strike  Span,”  a  name  taken 
from  the  regiment’s  slogan  “Strike  Fear,” 
was  held  on  a  recent  muggy  summer 
day. 

“You  have  the  most  important  job  in 
the  army,”  Col.  Jeff  Home  told  the  room 
full  of  family  members.  "You  have  to 
keep  the  family  together  and  things 
going  on  here  at  home.  God  is  looking 
over  your  shoulders.” 

Deployed  soldiers’  videotaped  mes¬ 
sages  and  photos  sent  back  home  for  the 
occasion,  brought  laughter,  tears  and 
smiles  to  the  crowd  gathered  in  the 
recreation  hall  at  Fort  Campbell. 

West  gave  the  invocation  via  video¬ 
tape  for  the  event,  and  took  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  tell  his  wife  Pam,  and  Zach  and 
Sami  how  much  he  loves  and  misses 
them. 

Other  members  of  the  2-44  ADA  also 
sent  special  messages  home  to  their 
wives  and  children  through  videotapes. 
One  dad,  holding  up  his  wallet  full  of 
family  photos,  told  his  kids  he  shows 
their  pictures  to  the  children  in  Iraq. 

The  three  members  of  the  2-44  ADA 
who  have  died,  Pfc.  John  Brown,  Pfc. 
Daniel  Parker  and  Sgt.  1st  Class  Thomas 
Foley,  were  honored  during  the  event. 
Brown  and  Foley  both  died  during  Holy 
Week;  Parker,  in  an  accident  just  weeks 
ago.  Operation  Strike  Span  was  held  dur¬ 


ing  the  Labor  Day  weekend  because  it 
marks  six  months  since  the  unit 
deployed  to  Iraq. 

“We  have  six  months  behind  us  with 
about  six  months  more  to  go,”  says  Pam 
West.  She  helped  plan  the  event  and  had 
hoped  Jay  would  be  able  to  come  home 
to  share  the  time  with  her. 

“In  the  middle  of  one  of  our  planning 
meetings,  I  heard  he  wouldn’t  be  coming 
home,”  she  says.  "It  was  hard  to  hear  it 
that  way,  but  the  more  I  thought  about 
it,  the  more  I  realized  having  him  home 
for  just  two  weeks  would  have  been  hard 
also.” 

Pam  and  the  children  stay  busy. 
Adjusting  to  Jay’s  being  so  far  from  home 
has  been  hard  on  all  of  them,  she  says. 

“Things  are  just  now  starting  to  setde 
down,”  she  says. 

During  Operation  Strike  Span,  the 
“home  team”  gave  certificates  of  appre¬ 
ciation  to  those  who  had  sent  care  pack¬ 
ages  to  the  soldiers. 

When  West  was  deployed,  he  sent  an 
invitation  to  several  churches  asking 
them  to  participate  in  “Operation  Desert 
Care  Package.” 

"I  thought  it  would  be  wonderful  if 
we  received  50  packages,”  he  says.  "I  was 
overwhelmed  when  I  was  able  to  deliver 
more  than  500  care  packages  to  these 
men  and  women.  This  is  truly  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  sharing  God’s  love.” 

Don  and  Sandy  Sanders,  members  of 
Calvary  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Keyser,  W.Va.,  where  West  was  pastor  for 
four  years  before  becoming  an  Army 
chaplain,  traveled  to  Fort  Campbell  to 
accept  a  certificate  on  behalf  of  their 
church. 

"It  was  hard  to  lose  Jay  because  we 
came  to  love  him  and  his  family  so 
much,”  Sandy  says.  “But  it  clear  this  is 
where  God  wants  them  to  be.” 

Young  mothers  carried  babies  and 
held  on  to  the  hands  of  toddlers  as  they 
enjoyed  a  potluck  lunch  together. 

After  the  lunch,  families  gathered  at 
different  booths  to  record  video  mes¬ 
sages,  write  letters,  send  e-mail  mes¬ 
sages,  take  digital  photos  and  sign  large 
paper  banners.  All  of  the  messages  of 
love  will  be  sent  to  the  unit  with  soldiers 
leaving  Fort  Campbell  on  their  way  to 
Iraq. 

“It  is  hard  not  having  Dad  here  to  talk 
to,”  Zach  says.  "I  will  be  glad  when  he 
comes  home  and  we  are  a  whole  family 
again.” 


Samantha  (Sami)  writes  a  special  message  to  her  father,  Capt.  Ernest  P.  Jay  West,  a 
United  Methodist  minister  serving  in  Iraq  as  a  U.S.  Army  chaplain.  Sami  wrote  her  mes¬ 
sage  during  Operation  Strike  Span,  an  event  to  recognize  and  to  honor  the  fact  that 
kids  and  spouses,  parents  and  friends  miss  one  another.  Soldiers  from  the  2nd 
Battalion,  44th  Air  Defense  Artillery  Regiment,  1 01  st  Airborne  Division  (Air  Assault), 
Fort  Campbell  Screaming  Eagles,  have  been  in  Iraq  for  six  months  and  will  probably  be 
gone  for  another  six  months,  a  umns  photo  by  Kathy  l.  Gilbert 

Three  members  of 
the  2-44  ADA  who 
have  died,  Pfc.  John 
Brown,  Pfc.  Daniel 
Parker  and  Sgt.  1st 
Class  Thomas 
Foley,  were  hon¬ 
ored  during  the 
event.  Brown  and 
Foley  both  died 
during  Holy  Week; 
Parker,  in  an  acci¬ 
dent  just  weeks 
ago.  Operation 
Strike  Span  was 
held  during  the 
Labor  Day  week¬ 
end  because  it 
marks  six  months 
since  the  unit 
deployed  to  Iraq,  a 

UMNS  photo  courtesy  of 
Chaplain  Jay  West 
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Hispanic  /  Latino. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  one 
of  the  few  denominations  with  a  fully 
developed  plan  to  address 
Hispanic/Latino  concerns,  Gonzales 
says.  However,  while  the  church  has 
them  on  the  radar,  it  has  not  decided 
whether  it  will  work  toward  assimilation 
or  allow  Hispanic/Latinos  to  keep  their 
own  identity  within  the  denomination, 
he  says.  Other  cultural  tensions  are  pin¬ 
pointed  in  “Called  to  Joy,”  a  roadmap  for 
a  Hispanic/Latino  theological  education 
initiative  from  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 


“Understandably,  persons  from 
European  dissent  fear  that  their  customs 
and  traditions  may  disappear  or  be 
diluted  ...  or  that  the  growing  number  of 
Hispanic/Latino  (people)  will  deprive 
them  of  some  of  the  hard-fought  gains 
they  have  made  in  recent  decades,  and 
marginalize  them  even  more  than  they 
are  at  present.” 

Avoiding  pitting  populations  against 
one  another  is  important,  and  building 
coalitions  is  the  solution,  Gonzales  says. 

Issues  of  identity  are  evident  in  the 
very  language  used  to  describe 
Hispanic/Latinos.  The  term  "Hispanic” 


denotes  people  from  many  nationalities 
and  backgrounds  -  Mexicans,  Puerto 
Ricans,  Dominicans  and  those  from 
Latin  American  countries. 
“Hispanic/Latino”  is  more  acceptable 
because  many  identify  with  Latino  cul¬ 
tures  or  Latin  American  countries,  says 
the  Rev.  Jose  Palos,  pastor  of  La  Trinidad 
United  Methodist  Church  in  San 
Antonio. 

A  report  in  USA  Today  states  that 
although  Hispanic /Latinos  are  leaving 
their  traditional  Catholicism  and  joining 
other  churches,  the  fastest-growing  reli¬ 
gion  of  a  large  portion  "is  no  religion  at 
all.”  “The  reality  is  that  40  percent  are 
non-churched  or  have  no  affiliation,” 
Palos  says. 


A  pilot  project  is  under  way  in  San 
Antonio  to  determine  what  attracts 
Hispanic/Latinos  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Palos  believes  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  a  gospel-centered,  holistic 
message  that  makes  sense  to  them.  “We 
need  to  have  more  passion  for  that,”  he 
says.  “It  cannot  be  budgeted  or  pro¬ 
grammed.  It  has  to  come  from  the 
heart.” 

Gonzales  emphasizes  that  the  church 
must  be  a  welcoming  center  for  new 
arrivals  to  the  community.  Beyond  offer¬ 
ing  Spanish-language  worship,  that 
means  helping  people  adjust  to  new  sur¬ 
roundings,  learn  English,  acquire  a  dri¬ 
ver’s  license,  and  find  housing  and  jobs. 
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Two  United  Methodist  ministries  merge  to  bring  'HOPE' 


BY  YVETTE  PATTERSON 

Two  United  Methodist  ministries 
merged  in  early  June  to  serve  emergency 
and  long-term  care  needs  of  people  in 
north  Baton  Rouge. 

United  Methodist  HOPE  Ministries  is 
a  marriage  of  the  United  Methodist 
Mission  Center  services  at  4643 


Winbourne  Ave.  and  the  Friends  of 
Families  program  whose  offices  were 
housed  at  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  on  North  Boulevard,  said  Renee 
Craft,  executive  director  of  HOPE 
Ministries. 

HOPE,  which  stands  for  Helping 
Other  People  Excel,  offers  the  services  of 


its  two  parent  organizations  at  the 
Winbourne  Avenue  site.  These  services 
include  the  Mission  Center’s  food  pantry 
and  clothes  closet  along  with  Friends  of 
Families  volunteer  mentoring  program 
for  homeless  families. 

See  HOPE,  page  3 


Don't  forget 
to  register! 

Junior  High  Retreat 

Oct.  31 -Nov.  2 
(deadline  Oct.  22) 

Nov.  7-Nov.  9 
(deadline  Oct.  29) 

$75  per  person 

For  more  information,  contact 
Conference  Youth  Ministries  at 
(225)  346-1646. 
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Sky's  the  Limit 


help  of  UM  churches 

Volunteers  Andre  Rodrigue,  left,  and 
Kurt  Wagner  from  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge 
work  to  secure  a  wall  during  a 
Habitat  for  Humanity  build  Sept.  13, 
above.  Members  of  Broadmoor  UMC, 
First  UMC  and  Jefferson  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge  worked  in  spite  of  wet 
conditions  to  raise  the  walls  on  the 
house  under  construction  in  North 
Baton  Rouge.  Habitat  for  Humanity 
will  soon  celebrate  its  100th  house 
built  in  Baton  Rouge.  That  house  will 
be  situated  on  a  lot  next  to  the  one 
under  construction  on  Baird  St. 

Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Ambassadors  for  Christ 


While  in  my  hometown  of  Hobbs, 
New  Mexico  this  summer  I  was  on  an 
errand  to  find  a  new  light  fixture  for 
my  Mother’s  bathroom.  I  had  been  to 
a  couple  of  places  in  “Hobbs,  America” 
and  had  not  been  successful.  I  then 
stopped  at  the  local  hardware  store  to 
see  what  they  might  have.  I  walked  up 
to  the  counter  where  several  people 
were  working  and  stood  there  waiting 
for  someone  to  break  free  long  enough 
for  me  to  inquire  about  the  lighting  fix¬ 
tures.  While  I  was  standing  there 
another  man  walked  up  and  stood 
impatiently  beside  me. 

When  one  of  the  employees  looked 
around,  they  recognized  the  impatient 
customer  and  asked  if  he  needed  some 
help.  In  a  disgusted  tone  of  voice  he 
motioned  toward  me  and  said,  “Naw. 
He  was  here.  I  just  need  some 
Diazanon  and  Grub  Killer.”  About  that 
time  another  clerk  asked  me  how  she 
could  help  me.  While  we  were  talking 
about  lighting  fixtures,  the  first 
employee  came  back  and  said  he  had 
the  things  the  man  wanted  and  then  I 
heard  the  impatient  customer  say,  “I 
want  you  to  charge  this  to  the  church.” 

I’d  like  to  say  I  couldn’t  believe  my 
ears.  The  trouble  is,  I  could  believe  my 
ears.  I’ve  experienced  it  more  than 
once  that  those  who  are  out  in  society 
wearing  the  badge  of  “Christian”  are 
not  always  representing  our  Lord  posi¬ 
tively.  If  I  had  no  image  of  the  church 
other  than  the  one  I  had  just  wit¬ 
nessed,  I  would  not  have  been 
impressed  nor  drawn  to  the  church.  In 
fact  I  was  saddened  and  a  little 
angered.  I  don’t  want  those  who  see 
the  Lord  through  me  and  other  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  Christ  to  get  such  a  nega¬ 
tive  impression. 

I  don’t  think  we  are  always  aware  of 
our  representative  role  as  Christ’s  ser¬ 
vants  and  God’s  children.  In  frequent 
instances  we  are  the  first  introduction 
to  our  Lord  for  many  people.  We  used 
to  sing  a  hymn  out  of  the  old  “Upper 
Room  Hymnal”  entitled,  "The  Gospel 


According  to  You.” 

It  speaks  of  our  role 
as  the  living  word 
of  God  in  our 
actions,  our  speech 
and  our  demeanor. 
We  are  the  first 
“gospel”  many  peo¬ 
ple  read. 

We’ve  all  wit¬ 
nessed  just  how 
difficult  we  can  be 
toward  one  another 
within  the  walls  of  the  church.  It’s  bad 
enough  to  experience  it  there.  But,  for 
heaven’s  sake  (literally),  let’s  not  carry 
that  unholy  behavior  out  into  the 
world  around  us. 

When  you  walk  out  the  door  of  your 
home  and  into  the  work  place,  the 
sports  arena,  the  school,  or  even  the 
church,  remember  your  role  as  an 
Ambassador  for  Christ.  You  are  repre¬ 
senting  him  in  all  you  say,  in  all  you 
do,  and  in  how  you  encounter  and 
relate  to  others.  It  will  be  the  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  Jesus’  hope  and  prayer  for  his 
followers  if  it  can  be  said  of  us  that  we 
are  so  winsome  in  our  ways  that  the 
entire  world  is  being  drawn  to  the  foot 
of  Christ’s  cross  because  of  us. 

It  is  such  a  blessing  to  be  among 
you  in  our  churches  throughout 
Louisiana.  You  are  kind,  gracious  and 
caring.  I  just  cannot  imagine  your 
treating  people  out  in  public  like  this 
man  in  the  hardware  store  treated  me. 
And  yet  I  know  it  happens.  May  the 
days  ahead  give  you  pause  to  remem¬ 
ber  who  you  are  and  to  whom  you 
belong  and  whom  you  are  represent¬ 
ing  with  your  every  action. 

That’s  a  big  part  of  our  journey 
through  this  life! 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fell  /JuiJ* 


Hosts  needed  for  Texas  youth  work  groups 


The  youth  and  adults  of  the  Central 
Texas  Conference  Youth  in  Mission 
(CTCYM)  program  will  be  serving  others 
throughout  the  state  of  Louisiana  during 
the  summer  of  2004. 

The  slated  week  is  June  13-19, 2004. 
CTCYM  has  been  helping  others  since 
the  program  began  with  our  first  trip  of 
300  participants  in  1994.  Last  summer, 
the  program  had  over  2,300  registered 
participants  in  32  different  host  church¬ 
es  across  Missouri  and  Texas. 

We  are  expecting  up  to  2,500  in  the 
summer  of  2004.  We  are  looking  for  a 
few  churches  that  would  be  willing  to 
host  our  groups. 

We  usually  have  about  50-70  partici¬ 
pants  stay  at  a  local  church  and  shower 
at  a  local  high  school.  We  need  churches 
that  have  spaces  to  sleep  (several 


Sunday  school  rooms  work  well)  and  a 
kitchen  that  we  can  use  to  cook  break¬ 
fast  and  evening  meals.  From  8  a.m.-4 
p.m.  we  work  on  people’s  homes  in  the 
area. 

We  look  for  people  who  need  home 
repair  that  can’t  handle  it  themselves 
because  of  financial  reasons,  health  rea¬ 
sons,  or  age  restrictions.  We  provide  all 
the  materials  for  the  repairs.  This  is  a 
wonderful  mission  of  the  Central  Texas 
Conference.  Rev.  Bobby  Cullen  is  the 
Youth  in  Mission  Director  and  would  be 
happy  to  talk  to  you  more  about  the  pro¬ 
gram. 

If  your  church  is  interested  in  hosting, 
please  contact  Bobby  Cullen,  (800)  460- 
8622  or  Bobby@ctcumc.org.  More  infor¬ 
mation  can  be  found  at  www.ctcmis- 
sions.org. 


Bishop  to  preach  at  Broadmoor,  Baton  Rouge 


Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  will  be 
preaching  at  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  on 
Sunday,  Oct.  26,  and  Monday,  Oct.  27,  at 
6:30  p.m.  each  evening  as  part  of  the 
church’s  “40  Days  of  Purpose”  series  that 
will  begin  in  early  October. 

This  series  will  be  a  study  on  the  best 
seller  book  “A  Purpose  Driven  Life”  by 


Rick  Warren.  The  service  the  two  nights 
the  Bishop  will  be  preaching  will  include 
energetic  music  and  drama. 

After  the  service  on  Monday  night 
there  will  be  a  special  time  for  fellowship 
and  visiting  with  the  Bishop  and  his  wife 
along  with  light  refreshments  that  will 
be  served.  Everyone  is  invited  to  this 
special  time  at  the  church. 


New  golf  classic  to  benefit  N.O.  Children's  Home 


Help  the  Methodist  Home  for 
Children  in  New  Orleans  celebrate  the 
300th  birthday  of  John  Wesley  by  partici¬ 
pating  in  the  Methodist  Home  Golf 
Classic  set  for  Monday,  Oct.  6,  at 
Eastover  Country  Club  in  New  Orleans. 
Wesley  called  on  Methodists  to  put  faith 
into  action,  and  your  participation  will 
help  raise  funds  for  residential  treatment 
programs  for  abused  and  neglected  chil¬ 
dren. 

United  Methodist  congregations  are 
invited  to  put  together  one  or  more  four¬ 
somes  to  represent  their  church  and 
compete  against  other  church  teams  for 
the  first-ever  Wesley  Challenge  Cup.  The 
overall  winning  foursome  will  go  home 


with  a  beautiful  trophy  for  display  in 
your  church  until  next  year’s  tourna¬ 
ment,  when  the  competition  will  be 
repeated. 

Tee  time  is  1  p.m.  for  the  four-man 
scramble  on  your  choice  of  courses. 
Tournament  fees  cover  lunch,  after-play 
party,  greens,  carts,  refreshments,  and 
most  importantly,  a  generous  donation 
to  help  our  children. 

Door  prizes  will  be  awarded  as  well  as 
tournament  prizes,  ditty  bags  and  more. 
To  register  or  to  get  more  information, 
call  Juli  at  (504)  895-7709  ext.  236  or  e- 
mail  her  at  julip@methodisthome.net. 
Join  us  for  fellowship,  fun  and  serving  a 
great  cause. 


CONFERENCE  CALENDAR 


SEPTEMBER 


27  Fall  Convocation 

28  +  Tri-District  Meeting  for  Clergy  Compensation 

and  Trust  Clauses/Articles  of  Incorporation 

29  -  Oct  2  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership 

30  Health  Insurance  Task  Force 


1  Special  Ministries  Application  Deadline 

2  Louisiana  Legacies 

3-4  Youth  Leaders  Training  with  Duffy  Robbins 

3-4  Man  -  Woman  Retreat 

4  Conference  Council  on  Finance  &  Administration 

5  Special  Offering:  World  Communion  Sunday 

9  Louisiana  Conference  Mission  Cabinet  Meeting 

9  Conference  Ministries  Team  Executive  Committee 

10  Conference  Ministries  Team  Fall  Meeting 


La.  Conference  Center 

Grace  UMC,  Ruston 
La.  Conference  Center 
Hilton  Hotel, 

1521  W.  Pinhook, 
Lafayette 

Shreveport  Club, 
Shreveport 
Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 
La.  Conference  Center 
La.  Conference  Center 

La.  Conference  Center 
La.  Conference  Center 
La.  Conference  Center 
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GBGM  mission  telethon  set  for  Oct. 


The  Genera]  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  sponsoring  its  first  mission 
celebration,  "In  Mission  Together  for 
Christ  and  the  World,”  which  will  be  held 
at  the  Ryman  Auditorium  at  7:30  p.m.  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.  on  Oct.  12. 

Outstanding  Christians,  some  of 
whom  are  United  Methodists,  will  be  a 
part  of  the  Telethon,  sharing  their  story 
and  talent:  Willie  Nelson,  Shirley  Jones, 
Judy  Collins,  Kimberley  Locke  and  oth¬ 
ers.  Birmingham  Southern  College 
Choir,  Gordon  Memorial  UMC  Choir 
from  Nashville,  and  The  Faithful  Men 
from  Maryville,  Tenn.  will  also  provide 
inspiring  music. 

The  celebration,  which  will  be  filmed 
for  broadcast  during  a  telethon  slated 
for  Dec.  6  from  6-8  p.m.  (EST)  on 
Inspiration  Network,  will  tell  the  story  of 
the  most  active  years  of  United 
Methodist  Missions,  1989-2003. 

During  this  period  over  300  new 
United  Methodist  faith  communities 
have  been  established  and  other  new 
mission  outreach  begun  in  Cambodia, 
Laos,  Vietnam,  Mongolia,  Nepal, 
Lithuania,  Latvia,  Russia,  Cameroon, 
Senegal  and  Honduras. 

As  these  stories  are  told  via  television 


to  United  Methodist  constituency  and  to 
millions  of  other  who  may  tune  in,  they 
will  be  invited  to  share  in  prayer  and 
financial  support  for  these  missions. 

Lead  gifts  are  needed  for  the  celebra¬ 
tion  and  the  telethon.  If  individuals  and 
church  members  cannot  attend  the  cel¬ 
ebration  in  Nashville,  they  can  send  con¬ 
tributions  to  be  presented  on  that 
evening. 

All  gifts  received  on  Oct.  12  will  be 
listed  on  the  telethon  broadcast. 

Districts  or  Annual  Conferences  can 
send  representatives  to  bring  contribu¬ 
tions. 

There  will  be  a  designated  place  in 
the  program  on  Oct.  12  for  all  gifts 
brought  for  mission  to  be  presented  on 
stage  and  offered  as  a  sign  of  United 
Methodist  commitment  to  mission.  If 
you  cannot  attend,  but  would  like  a  gift 
presented  on  your  behalf  or  on  behalf  of 
your  church,  contact  Rev.  William 
Hinson,  wmhins@comcast.net. 

Tickets  for  the  event  are  $20  for  adults 
and  $15  for  children  through  12  years  of 
age  and  students  with  ID.  Group  rates 
are  available.  Tickets  are  available  at  all 
Ticketmaster  outlets,  Kroger,  the  Ryman 
Box  Office  (615)  255-9600,  or  www.tick- 
etmaster.com. 


Epworth  offering  unique  programs  in  Ga. 


Epworth  by  the  Sea,  the  Methodist 
Conference  Center  for  the  South  Georgia 
Conference,  is  offering  unique  programs 
during  February  and  March  that  would 
be  of  interest  to  Methodists.  Registration 
with  Elderhostel,  Inc.  has  begun. 

March  7-12,  2004  -  Program  #  8165  - 
The  Wesleys  in  Colonial  Georgia: 
St.Simons  Island  and  Savannah. 

Examine  the  life  of  John  Wesley  empha¬ 
sizing  his  work  in  Georgia  from 
Savannah  to  St.  Simons  Island.  Discover 
where  he  lived  and  ministered  on  a  St. 
Simons  Tour,  and  spend  a  day  in 
Savannah  to  see  where  he  landed  and 
served  the  new  colony. 

Rev.  R.  Harold  Hipps  of  Nashville,  TN, 
25  years  on  the  staff  of  the  General 
Board  of  Education  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  will  lead  the  study. 

A  second  course  will  explore  great 
hymns  of  the  faith  including  many  writ¬ 
ten  by  Charles  Wesley,  as  participants 
examine  hymn  texts  and  join  in  group 
singing.  Rev.  Ken  Fansler  and  Director 
Mary  Lu  Norris  of  South  Carolina  lead 
this  experience. 

February  29-March  5,  2004  -  Program 
#  7598  Epworth  Elderhostel  Singers:  A 
Choral  Music  Workshop.  Participants 

UMCOR  begins  assessing 

United  Methodist  churches  and  relief 
workers  are  assessing  the  damages  on 
the  East  Coast  from  Hurricane  Isabel, 
which  struck  Sept.  18. 

Early  the  next  day,  volunteers  for  the 
United  Medrodist  Committee  on  Relief 
were  out  assessing  damages  in  North 
Carolina,  Virginia  and  the  Baltimore- 
Washington  area. 

“We  have  a  lot  of  trees  down,  power 
outages  and  flooding,”  said  Barbara 
Tripp,  director  of  the  North  Carolina 
Annual  (regional)  Conference’s  response 
center. 

The  hurricane  caused  at  least  30 


create  a  choral  ensemble  that  explores 
four-part  scores  celebrating  the  seasons 
of  the  year  and  learn  choral  techniques 
and  musical  styles.  The  group  will  sing 
an  end  of  the  week  performance.  The 
workshop  is  led  by  a  Methodist  choir 
director  with  a  music  and  musical  the¬ 
ater  background.  Field  trips  of  the  area 
and  evening  entertainment  are  included 
in  the  program. 

February  29-March  5,  2004  - 
Program  #7490  Come  Coast  Awhile:  St. 
Simons,  Jekyll  and  Sapelo  Islands  *An 
alternate  program  for  companions  who 
do  not  sing. 

March  21-26,  2004-  Program  #7598 
Epworth  Elderhostel  Singers:  A  Choral 
Music  Workshop 

March  21-26,  2004  -  Program  #  8081 
Sojourning  the  Coast:  St.  Simons,  Sapelo 
and  Hofwyl:  The  Inside  Scoop  *An  alter¬ 
nate  program  for  companions  who  do 
not  sing. 

To  register  call:  (877)  426-8056  (toll 
free).  Give  fire  program  number  and 
date.  For  questions  about  the  programs, 
contact  Cindy  at  Epworth.  912-638-8688 
or  email:  cdoehring@epworthbythe- 
sea.org.  Epworth  Website:  www.ep- 
worthbythesea.org. 

Hurricane  Isabel  damage 

deaths  and  left  4.5  million  homes  and 
businesses  from  the  Carolinas  to  New 
York  without  power.  It  also  shut  down 
the  U.S.  capital  for  two  days.  Isabel  was 
downgraded  to  a  tropical  storm  Sept.  19 
and  was  expected  to  end  the  following 
day  after  reaching  Canada. 

UMCOR  sent  1,000  flood  buckets  - 
containers  of  cleanup  supplies  -  to  the 
North  Carolina  area  in  preparation  for 
the  storm. 

Tom  Hazelwood,  director  of  UMCOR 
in  Washington,  said  it  might  be  days 
before  the  full  extent  of  the  damage 
from  the  hurricane  would  be  known. 


United  Methodist  HOPE  Ministries  Office  Manager  Jerry  Lynne  Guerin  stands 
with  volunteers  from  Blackwater  United  Methodist  Church.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


HOPE, 
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"The  creation  of  the  United 
Methodist  HOPE  Ministries  by  this 
merger  represents  the  forward  think¬ 
ing  changes  in  missions  and  ministry 
in  Baton  Rouge,”  Craft  said. 

“Collaboration  is  no  longer  an 
alternative  way  of  doing  business.  It 
is  for  us  the  only  way.” 

Craft  is  the  former  director  of 
community  services  for  Alexandria. 

The  boards  of  directors  of  both 
organizations  worked  for  two  years 
assessing  the  needs  and  potential 
growth  for  the  two  groups,  Craft  said. 

Friends  of  Families  began  in  1989. 
The  United  Methodist  Mission 
Center  opened  its  doors  in  1988.  The 
new  HOPE  Ministries  is  a  Capital 
Area  United  Way  member  agency. 

Craft  said  combining  nonprofit 
public  services  is  unusual  because  it 
involves  two  nonprofit  organizaitons 
surrendering  “turf”  and  embracing  a 
new  way  of  ministering  that  best 
serves  the  public  need. 

Collaboration  is  a  way  to  pool 
resources  in  the  community  and 
look  for  innovative  ways  to  serve,  she 
said. 

“We  really  are  able  to  provide  a 
holistic  approach  to  serving  fami¬ 
lies,”  Craft  said. 

Hope  Ministries  supplies  food, 
which  comes  from  donations  and 
the  Greater  Baton  Rouge  Food  Bank, 
to  clients  on  Monday,  Wednesday 
and  Friday  mornings. 

HOPE’S  food  pantry  supplies 
more  than  750  pounds  of  food  per 
week  to  people  in  north  Baton 
Rouge,  according  to  Craft’s  records. 

Clients  also  have  access  to 
clothes,  shoes,  books  and  toys. 
Currently,  clients  are  limited  to  using 
the  food  bank  three  times  a  year. 

One  of  the  ministry’s  goals  is  to 


increase  the  number  of  times  it  can 
distribute  food  to  a  client,  Craft  said. 

In  July,  HOPE  Ministries  supplied 
food  and  clothing  to  544  people  from 
119  households. 

In  addition  to  the  food  bank  and 
clothes  closet,  HOPE  Ministries 
trains  volunteer  mentors  for  home¬ 
less  families.  Mentors  help  connect 
homeless  families  with  services 
throughout  the  city.  Volunteers  make 
a  commitment  to  mentor  from  18 
months  to  three  years.  Homeless 
shelters,  substance-abuse  programs 
and  the  Battered  Women’s  Shelter 
refer  families  to  HOPE’S  mentoring 
program,  Craft  said. 

Currently,  35  mentors  serve  15 
families. 

HOPE  Ministries  plans  to  offer 
training  classes  for  volunteer  men¬ 
tors  in  October,  she  said. 

In  the  future,  Craft  said,  HOPE 
Ministries  will  work  on  partnering 
with  other  Methodist  ministries  and 
community  programs.  HOPE  staff 
and  volunteers  will  do  more  out¬ 
reach  as  well,  she  said. 

Recendy,  as  part  of  a  pilot  project, 
HOPE  Ministries  helped  to  relocate 
tenants  living  at  the  Myrtle  Grove 
Trailer  Park  in  Plaquemine,  a  site  res¬ 
idents  and  officials  recognized  as 
contaminated  area,  Craft  said. 

“There  are  other  opportunities  for 
collaboration,”  Craft  pointed  out.  For 
example,  HOPE  Ministries  shares  its 
site  with  the  Istrouma  YWCA  Head 
Start  Center.  HOPE  Ministries  board 
and  staff  have  started  discussions  on 
how  to  begin  a  partnership  with  that 
organization,  she  said. 

“We  want  to  make  a  difference  in 
north  Baton  Rouge  and  beyond.” 

Reprinted  by  permission  of  The 
Advocate,  Baton  Rouge. 
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W.T.  Handy  convocation  coming  soon  in  New  Orleans 


The  Annual  W.T.  Handy  Convocation 
with  the  focus  of  Strengthening  the 
Black  Church  for  the  21st  Century'  will  be 
held  at  Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans 
Nov.  14-15. 

The  convocation  speaker  will  be  Dr. 
Me  Callister  Hollins,  Senior  Pastor  of  Ben 
Hill  United  Methodist  Church,  Adanta, 
Ga.,  which  consists  of  10,000  members. 
Rev.  Cynthia  Wilson,  Associate  Pastor  of 
Worship  and  Music  will  render  music. 
Other  programmatic  leaders  will  be  as 


follows: 

Dr.  Craig  Gilliam-  “Conflict  and  the 
Local  Church”: 

Dr.  Michael  Dash-  “  Visioning  in  Your 
Local  Church”: 

Mrs.  Idalene  Williams-  “Clergy  Taxes”; 

Rev.  Jackie  Harewood-“Shalom  Zone 
Ministry.” 

The  convocation  hotel  will  be  the 
Holiday  Inn  Superdome,  330  Loyola 
Avenue  in  downtown  New  Orleans. 
Please  contact  Trudy  Guidroz  at  the 


Holiday  Inn  for  reservations  at  (504)  581- 
1600  by  October  15.  The  registration  fee 
for  adults  is:  $25  and  the  registration  for 
youth  is$10.  For  more  information 
please  contact  Alonzo  Campbell,  PO  Box 
193,  Denham  Springs,  LA  70727;  (225) 
664-7979,  email: 
<alonzojcampbell@yahoo.com>. 

All  mail-in  registrations  are  requested 
to  be  mailed  to  the  La.  Conference  Office 
of  Special  Ministries  at  the  above 
address  prior  to  Nov.  1. 


r - - - - - - - - - - - 

|  Strengthening  the  Black  Church:  2003  W.T.  Handy  Convocation  | 

Name _ _ 

Street _ _ 

j  City _  ! 

State _  Zip _ 

Day  phone _  Evening  phone _ 

E-mail _  Fax _ 

Name  of  church _ 

Send  this  form  along  with  a  $25  check  made  to:  W.T.  Handy  Convocation,  Attn:  Alonzo  Campbell, 

P.  O.  Box  1 93,  Denham  Springs,  LA  70727. 

b  —  _  — —  _  —  —  _  —  —  —  _  —  —  —  —  _  —  —  —  —  _  —  —  _  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  _  — — 


Volunteer  pastor  needed  on  island  of  Utila  in  Belize 


Two  churches  on  the  island  of  Utila, 
off  the  coast  of  Belize,  are  seeking  volun¬ 
teer  pastors  to  serve  the  congregations 
of  Utila  Mizpah  and  Utila  Cayes  (pro¬ 
nounced  “keys.”) 

Utila  is  a  tourist  island  that  receives  a 
lot  of  visitors  from  the  United  States  and 
Europe,  mainly  for  snorkeling  and  div¬ 
ing.  The  two  churches  are  small,  with  60- 
80  members  at  Mizpah  and  far  less  at 
Cayes. 

There  is  a  clinic  and  a  school  run  by 
the  Methodist  church.  The  pastor  would 
be  expected  to  serve  as  chaplain  for  the 
school,  which  runs  from  elementary  to 
high  school,  and  would  sit  on  the 
school’s  Board  of  Management. 


All  services  are  conducted  in  English, 
but  Spanish  is  the  official  language  of 
Honduras  and  the  area.  Although  one 
could  get  by  quite  easily  without  it, 
Spanish  would  be  an  asset  when  the 
pastor  has  to  go  on  the  mainland  to 
preach  at  other  churches  in  the  circuit. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Circuit 
(the  Utila/North  Coast  Circuit)  is  the 
Rev.  Juan  Simpson  and  he  resides  in  the 
city  of  La  Ceiba  on  the  mainland. 

The  church  would  be  happy  to 
receive  pastors  for  up  to  two  years,  but  a 
three  to  six-month  stay  is  acceptable. 
Ideally,  the  pastor  should  be  supported 
largely  from  his  church  or  churches  in 
the  United  States. 


The  church  in  Honduras  would  sup¬ 
plement  whatever  is  given  from  that  end 
and  take  care  of  utilities  and  traveling 
within  the  circuit. 

The  manse  (parsonage)  is  a  fairly 
large  concrete  bungalow  house  in  the 
center  of  town. 

The  bedrooms  are  fair-sized  and 
whoever  comes  would  have  to  be  com¬ 
fortable  with  United  Methodist 
Volunteers  in  Mission  teams  staying 
there  for  short  periods  as  they  have  been 
accustomed  to  do. 

For  information  about  volunteering 
for  this  pastoral  position,  please  contact 
the  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission 
Office,  (225)  346-1646. 


Agency  examines  'gift'  of  the  church:  new  model  needed? 


LOS  ANGELES  (UMNS)  -  After  three 
years  in  the  workshop,  directors  of  a 
United  Methodist  agency  are  emerging 
with  a  “gift”  for  their  church:  a  plan  for 
changing  how  the  denomination  directs 
its  work  worldwide. 

The  question  is:  Will  the  church’s  leg¬ 
islative  assembly  decide  the  gift  is  ready 
to  wear,  requires  alterations  or  should  be 
set  aside  for  another  model? 

With  less  than  a  month  before  an  Oct.  1 
deadline,  directors  of  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  sewed  up  most  of 
the  details  of  their  “Living  Into  the 
Future”  proposal.  The  plan  will  go  to  the 
Genera]  Conference,  the  denomination’s 
top  legislative  assembly,  next  spring  in 
Pittsburgh. 

“We  strongly  believe  that  we  have  a 
gift  to  offer  to  die  General  Conference,” 


said  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Baker,  head  of  the 
council’s  legislative  writing  team,  voicing 
a  theme  echoed  by  other  council  mem¬ 
bers. 

At  the  end  of  the  Sept.  5-8  gathering, 
he  placed  a  draft  of  the  proposal  on  an 
altar  in  the  meeting  room. 

"Living  Into  the  Future”  calls  for  the 
creation  of  a  Connectional  Table  to  over¬ 
see  general  church’s  programming  and 
financial  administration.  The  table 
would  bring  together  church  leaders 
from  around  the  world  to  direct  min¬ 
istries  in  a  holistic  way. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries 
and  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  would  cease  to  exist  after 
a  two-year  transition,  and  the  table 
would  become  fully  empowered  Jan.  1, 
2007. 


The  Council  on  Ministries  developed 
the  plan  in  response  to  a  mandate  from 
the  2000  General  Conference  to  reorder 
the  work  and  ministry  of  the  church. 
Council  members  differ  on  the  plan’s 
chances  for  passing  at  General 
Conference. 

"I  believe  in  this  proposal,”  said 
Bishop  Edward  W.  Paup,  president  of  the 
council  and  leader  of  the  church’s 
Portland  (Ore.)  Area.  “I  also  believe  that 
the  General  Conference  will  do  what  it 
needs  to  do  and  we’ll  go  from  there.” 

Time  for  promoting  the  proposal  is 
tight,  however,  and  the  future  of  “Living 
Into  the  Future”  is  close  at  hand. 

Hopes  of  having  the  plan  in  shape  by 
spring  2003  dissipated  as  the  council 
wrestled  with  questions  about  the  table’s 
size  and  membership. 


Agencies' budgets 
could  see  increase 

LOS  ANGELES  (UMNS)  -  Each 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
program  agencies  stands  to  get  at 
least  a  modest  funding  increase 
for  the  next  four  years,  despite  the 
tough  economic  times,  under  a 
proposal  that  will  go  to  the 
denomination’s  legislature. 

The  church’s  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration 
had  earlier  decided  to  recom¬ 
mend  to  General  Conference  that 
$222  million  be  approved  for 
these  agencies  during  the  2005-08 
period.  Voting  members  of  the 
finance  council  and  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  approved  a 
plan  for  dividing  the  money  at  a 
joint  meeting  Sept.  8. 

The  $222  million  is  channeled 
through  the  World  Service  Fund, 
the  church’s  largest  account  for 
funding  worldwide  mission  and 
ministry.  The  fund  is  a  primary 
source  of  support  for  the  four  pro¬ 
gram  boards  and  four  smaller 
commissions,  but  the  agencies 
also  receive  income  from  other 
sources. 

The  joint  meeting  also  voted  to 
recommend  moving  Heritage 
Sunday  from  its  current  April  date 
to  Aldersgate  Day,  May  24,  or  the 
Sunday  preceding  it.  The  groups 
decided  to  ask  General 
Conference  to  continue  the  six 
churchwide  Sundays  with  offer¬ 
ings  and  Laity  Sunday  without  an 
offering,  to  discontinue  Organ 
and  Tissue  Donor  Sunday,  and  to 
retain  four  special  Sundays  for 
observance  by  annual  conference 
designation. 

All  these  decisions  are  recom¬ 
mendations  to  General 
Conference,  which  will  meet  in 
Pittsburgh  April  27- May  7. 

Effects  of  the  economic  crunch 
are  evident  in  the  denomination’s 
decline  in  revenues  last  year  and 
in  2003,  but  members  of  the 
councils  reminded  one  another 
that  their  budget  for  the  next 
four-year  period  won’t  begin  for 
another  15  months. 

Members  of  the  finance  coun¬ 
cil's  World  Service  Task  Group 
were  “trying  to  understand  what 
would  resource  the  program 
agencies”  to  keep  up  current  min¬ 
istries  and  add  new  ones,  said 
Bishop  Robert  E.  Fannin,  who 
heads  the  group. 

The  agencies  received  almost 
$186  million  in  World  Service 
funds  for  the  2001-04  period,  but 
that  amount  was  augmented  by 
reserve  funds  and  other  sources 
of  income  that  are  no  longer 
available. 

Part  of  the  financial  squeeze 
results  from  the  fact  that  General 
Conference  instructed  the  pro¬ 
gram  boards  to  spend  down  their 
reserves  during  the  2001-04  peri¬ 
od.  That  financial  hit  was  wors¬ 
ened  by  the  stock  market. 
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Avoyelles  Correctional  Center  Senior  Chaplain  Robbie  Strong  holds  the  ceremo¬ 
nial  key  to  Grace  Chapel  prior  to  the  service  of  blessing  in  this  file  photo.  Nine 
members  of  the  incarcerated  population  at  Avoyelles  recently  graduated  from 
the  Disciple  I  class.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Nine  become  'disciples'  at  Avoyelles 


Nine  members  of  the  incarcerated 
population  at  Avoyelles  Correctional 
Center  in  Cottonport  are  the  first 
graduates  of  a  Disciple  I  class  from  a 
Louisiana  correctional  facility. 

The  group  of  nine  completed  the 
course  in  May  of  this  year.  Materials 
used  for  the  Bible  study  were  provid¬ 
ed  by  several  churches  in  the 
Alexandria  District. 

“It  has  been  remarkable  to  see  the 
fellowship  develop  among  the  class¬ 
mates  and  with  the  volunteer  lead¬ 
ers.  Participating  in  this  has  been  an 
extremely  rewarding  experience  for 
me  personally,”  said  District 
Missioner  Dick  Hooton. 

The  Disciple  I  study  is  expanding 
this  year  into  the  U.  S.  Penitentiary 
at  Pollack.  Volunteers  from  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Pineville  will  serve  as  leaders. 


Seven  volunteers  from  the 
Alexandria  District  are  currently 
leading  a  second  session  of  Disciple  I 
at  Avoyelles  Correction  Center.  They 
include:  Dick  Hooton,  James  Ray, 
Don  Ross,  Nathan  Firmin,  Joe 
Hoover,  Derrick  Hills  and  Jefferey 
Washington. 

There  are  15  participants  in  the 
class. 

“Some  are  very  new  to  scripture; 
some  were  exposed  to  the  Bible 
throughout  their  life.  It  is  fascinating 
to  see  the  development  as  each  les¬ 
son  is  completed,"  said  Hooton. 

“By  conducting  these  programs, 
we  are  following  John  Wesley’s  model 
of  visiting  prisoners.  Our  founda¬ 
tional  scripture  for  these  efforts 
comes  from  Matthew  25:36: 

‘I  was  in  prison  and  you  came  to  visit 
me.’” 


Kairos  #1  slated  for  October  in  Pollack 


Kairos  #1  is  scheduled  for  the  U.  S. 
Penitentiary  in  Pollack  from  Oct.  16-19. 
This  ecumenical  efforts  will  be  manned 
with  volunteers  from  the  United 
Methodist,  Episcopalian,  Baptist,  Roman 


Catholic  and  Presbyterian  denomina¬ 
tions. 

Please  be  in  prayer  for  the  partici¬ 
pants  and  the  team  as  this  important 
event  approaches! 


Sub-district  audit  training  offered  in  November 


The  Alexandria  District  office  will  be 
offering  sub-District  audit  training  on 
three  different  dates  in  November. 

The  trainings  are  slated  for  Nov.  2  at 
Oak  Grove  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Natchitoches,  Nov.  9,  at  David  Haas 
Memorial  UMC  in  Bunkie,  and  Nov.  16 
at  Palestine  UMC  in  Pineville.  All  events 
will  be  held  from  2:30-4:30  p.m. 

Each  year,  every  church  has  to  com¬ 


plete  an  annual  audit  to  be  turned  in  for 
January.  These  trainings  will  prepare 
churches  to  get  ready  for  the  audit,  and 
are  designed  primarily  for  church  pas¬ 
tors,  treasurers,  trustees,  and  financial 
and  membership  chairs. 

“These  trainings  will  offer  helpful 
hints  and  pointers  on  how  to  make  this 
process  easier  for  the  churches,”  said 
District  Missioner  Richard  Hooton. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
Alexandria  District  Communication  Advisors: 


Bill  and  Judy  McDonald 
59  Sandy  Lane 
Elmer,  LA  71424 
(318) 793-5612 
windfingers@centurytel.net 


First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Pineville  recently  consecrated  its  new  Family 
Life  Center  in  a  celebration  with  Bishop  William  Hutchinson. The  13,100  square- 
foot  facility  houses  a  gym,  kitchen,  exercise  room  and  numerous  classrooms. 


First  UMC,  Pineville,  consecrates 
new  Family  Life  Center  in  Sept. 


September  7  was  a  day  of  celebra¬ 
tion  for  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Pineville  and  friends  as 
Bishop  William  Hutchinson  conse¬ 
crated  their  new  Family  Life  Center. 
Former  pastors  at  Pineville,  Rev. 
Jimmie  Pyles  and  Rev.  Jon  Tellefero 
joined  the  Bishop  and  Pineville’s  pas¬ 
tors,  Dr.  W.  Ralph  Ford  and  Dr.  Henry 
C.  Blount,  Jr.  in  the  three  morning 
worship  services,  followed  by  the 
Consecration  Service  and  Ribbon¬ 
cutting  of  the  new  facility. 

First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Pineville  relocated  in  1999  to  a  new 
32,000  square  foot  church  plant  and 
now  has  added  the  long  awaited 


Family  Life  Center,  which  houses  a 
full  size  gym,  wonderful  new  kitchen 
facilities,  a  physical  fitness  workout 
room,  a  platform  for  special  presen¬ 
tations,  as  well  as  numerous  class¬ 
rooms  and  a  game  room  for  the 
youth  in  its  13,100  square  foot  addi¬ 
tion. 

Over  700  people  worshiped 
throughout  the  day,  and  almost  400 
enjoyed  a  wonderful  lunch  prepared 
in  the  new  facility.  Dr.  Ford 
expressed  the  vision  of  the  church 
family  that  our  new  expanded  facili¬ 
ties  will  help  bring  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  to  many  people  in  central 
Louisiana. 
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GBGM  announces 

New  York  -  The  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  today  announced 
several  staff  moves  and  shifts  of  pro¬ 
gram  offices  in  an  ongoing  effort  to 
strengthen  its  work  in  a  time  of  tight 
finances. 

“We  have  been  struggling  all  year 
with  the  challenges  of  fulfilling  our 
responsibilities  to  Christ  and  the 
Church  with  fewer  dollars  and  a  sig¬ 
nificantly  reduced  staff,”  said  the  Rev. 
R.  Randy  Day,  who  became  general 
secretary  of  the  agency  last  January 
1.  “We  can  hardly  cut  personnel  any 
further,  but  we  can,  and  have,  moved 
several  talented  people  into  key  posi¬ 
tions,  some  of  which  have  been 
vacant  for  months. 

“We  are  also  shifting  some  pro¬ 
gram  offices  from  one  program  unit 
to  another  to  put  like  things  together 
and  to  streamline  administration." 

The  Mission  Personnel  Program 
Area  office,  which  oversees  relations 
with  missionaries  and  their  support¬ 
ing  congregations,  receives  three 
staff  assignments.  These  are: 

The  Rev.  John  Nuessle  will  now 
direct  the  office  that  promotes  sup¬ 
port  relationships  between  particular 
missionaries  and  local  churches,  dis¬ 
tricts  and  annual  conferences.  He 
has  been  in  a  position  of  more  gen¬ 
eral  interaction  with  conferences  and 
districts. 

Ms.  Gail  Coulson  will  assume  the 
position  of  regional  secretary  for 
sub-Saharian  Africa.  She  comes  from 
the  Mission  Contexts  and  Relations 
unit. 

Ms.  Jungrea  Chung,  who  has 
worked  with  Board  communications, 
will  assume  the  position  of 
Asian/Pacific  regional  secretary. 

Mr.  Day  said  that  the  Africa  pro¬ 
gram  office,  which  now  has  two  staff 
members,  Dr.  Caroline  Njuki  and  Ms. 
Doretha  O’Kelley,  will  come  under 
his  direct  jurisdiction.  The  Board  has 
a  special  quadrennial  emphasis  on 
Africa.  Other  Africa  Office  personnel 
will  be  added  later  to  replace  persons 
lost  by  retirement. 

Twenty-four  seasoned  mission 
executives  retired  at  the  end  of  June, 
2003,  because  of  new  pension  poli¬ 
cies  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Pensions  and  Health  Benefits. 

“The  retirements  hurt  us  very 
deeply  in  terms  of  the  fulfillment  of 
our  mission  objectives,”  said  Mr. 

Day.  “We  were  given  short  notice  of 
the  pension  policy  change  and  as  a 
consequence  have  spent  a  great  deal 
of  time  in  strategic  organizing 
around  staff  needs.” 


key  staff  changes 

Mr.  Day  called  the  budget 
prospects  for  2004  “austere."  The 
agency  experienced  a  steep  drop  in 
revenues  front  investments  over  the 
past  two  years,  resulting  in  deep  staff 
cuts  and  the  temporary  suspension 
of  the  recruitment  and  training  of 
new  missionaries. 

The  two-year  old  Radio  Africa 
International  (RIA),  which  broad¬ 
casts  daily  in  English  and  French, 
will  come  out  of  the  General  Board 
budget  as  of  January  1,  2004,  Mr. 

Day  announced.  It  will  not  be  dis¬ 
continued  but  will  seek  other  sup¬ 
port  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  of 
the  NGO  (Non-Governmental 
Organization)  component  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR).  “We  value  Radio 
Africa  International  and  the  excellent 
programming  it  brings  not  only  to 
Africa  but  around  the  world  on 
shortwave  facilities,”  Mr.  Day  said. 
“We  believe  we  can  sustain  its  min¬ 
istry  through  alternative  funding 
sources.” 

In  another  program  transfer,  the 
Asian  Language  Ministries  Office  has 
moved  from  Mission  Contexts  and 
Relationship  into  the  Evangelization 
and  Church  Growth  Program  Area. 
“This  is  a  General  Conference  assign¬ 
ment  with  a  strong  emphasis  on 
congregational  development,”  Mr. 
Day  explained. 

Two  staff  reassignments  were 
announced  for  the  Community  and 
Institutional  Ministries  Program  Area. 
Later  this  year,  after  completing  a 
special  project,  Joanne  Reich  will  lead 
the  Office  of  Ministries  with  Women, 
Children,  and  Families,  a  post  left 
vacant  by  retirement. 

Ellen  Knudsen,  who  has  been 
with  Network  Information  Systems, 
will  fill  a  position  that  relates  to 
national  mission  institutions,  left 
vacant  by  a  staff  resignation. 

In  announcing  the  staff  and  office 
moves,  Mr.  Day  thanked  those  who 
were  called  to  new  responsibilities 
and  answered  “yes.” 

He  also  thanked  the  whole  staff 
for  everything  it  does  for  the  United 
Methodist  people. 

“These  are  trying  times,”  the  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  said,  “still,  we  know 
that  the  mission  and  ministry  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  through 
the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  continues  to  go  forward,  it 
must  be  administered  accordingly.  I 
believe  that  we  are  assembling  a  very 
effective  GBGM  team  to  do  that  work 
in  these  times.” 


Long-term  insurance  deadline  nearing 


The  Louisiana  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  offers  a  group 
long  term  care  insurance  plan.  This  spe¬ 
cific  type  of  insurance  gives  financial 
help  in  case  you  need  care  in  a  long 
term  care  facility,  at  home,  or  another 
similar  place.  The  deadline  is  coming  up. 

Any  Conference  employee  may  par¬ 
ticipate,  regardless  of  whether  or  not  you 


are  currently  a  member  of  the  standard 
health  insurance  program. 

Participants  are  expected  to  pay  the 
full  cost  of  their  coverage  under  Unum 
Provident’s  long  term  care  insurance. 

More  information  about  the  policy 
and  how  to  apply  may  be  obtained  by 
contacting  Kim  Hutchings  of  Querbes- 
Nelson  at  (800)  655-8813. 


Emory  focuses  on  children  in  new  study 


Emory  University’s  Center  for  the 
Interdisciplinary  Study  of  Religion 
(CISR)  is  giving  children  a  new  priority 
in  a  major  three-year  study  on  “The 
Child  in  Law,  Religion  and  Society.”  The 
project  brings  together  research  of  two 
dozen  senior  faculty  from  across  the 
Emory  campus  to  focus  on  children  in 
relation  to  a  host  of  societal  issues. 

The  project  comes  at  a  critical  time, 
says  CISR  director  John  Witte  Jr.,  who  is 
co-directing  the  project  with  renowned 
church  historian  Martin  E.  Marty,  who  is 
in  residence  this  year  as  Robert  W. 
Woodruff  Visiting  Professor  of 
Interdisciplinary  Religious  Studies.  Witte 
cites  a  1997  Newsweek  magazine  story 
on  “lost  children”  in  America,  born  in 
poverty  and  in  broken  households,  and 
more  likely  than  not  to  drop  out  of 
school  and  out  of  society  altogether.  At 
the  time,  that  number  exceeded  15  mil¬ 
lion. 

“The  story  predicted  that  the  number 
would  double  in  two  decades,”  says 
Witte,  “unless  states  and  churches,  agen¬ 
cies  and  academies  gave  children  a  new 
priority.  ‘Saving  Our  Children’  is  a  step 
forward  in  recognizing  and  grappling 
with  that  prediction.” 

Researchers  will  examine  the  rites 
and  rights  attached  to  birthing  and 
naming,  baptism  and  circumcision,  edu¬ 
cation  and  discipline.  Scholars  also  will 
study  the  stages  in  a  child’s  physical, 
emotional,  sexual,  moral  and  spiritual 
formation,  and  the  rituals  and  ordeals 
and  the  rights  and  responsibilities  that 
attach  to  each.  They  will  look  child 
abuse  and  rape,  child  poverty  and 
homelessness,  juvenile  delinquency  and 
violence,  illegitimacy  and  infanticide. 

The  project,  which  includes  a  cross- 
disciplinary  faculty  seminar  and  four  or 
five  public  forums  each  year,  will  culmi¬ 
nate  in  an  international  conference  in 
2006  and  a  new  series  of  publications. 

“The  Child  in  Law,  Religion  and 
Society”  builds,  in  part,  on  the  momen¬ 
tum  of  CISR’s  first  project  on  “Sex, 
Marriage,  and  Family  &  the  Religions  of 
the  Book.”  That  research  draws  on 
Judaism,  Christianity  and  Islam  for 
insights  on  questions  surrounding  sex, 
marriage  and  family  life.  Issues  raised 
include  marital  formation,  maintenance 
and  dissolution;  children’s  care,  control 
and  custody;  sexual  identity,  perform¬ 
ance  and  expression;  intergenerational 
rights,  duties,  expectations,  and  more. 
The  first  project  is  now  in  its  research 
and  writing  phase,  with  30  new  publica¬ 
tions  in  press  or  preparation. 

Like  other  CISR  projects,  “The  Child 
in  Law,  Religion  and  Society”  is  interdis¬ 
ciplinary,  using  insights  and  methods 


from  law,  theology  and  the  humanities. 
The  approach  also  is  interreligious, 
drawing  on  teachings  and  practices  of 
Christianity,  Judaism  and  the 
Enlightenment,  and  will  consider  how 
the  American  discussion  on  children 
relates  to  what’s  happening  on  an  inter¬ 
national  scale. 

Family  Forum  Series  for  “The  Child  in 
Law,  Religion  and  Society” 

President  Carter  Headlines  CISR 
Family  Forum  Series,  Hosted  by  Martin 
E.  Marty 

President  Jimmy  Carter,  former  CDC 
director  William  Foege,  Habitat  for 
Humanity  founder  Millard  Fuller  and 
feminist  legal  scholar  Martha  Fineman 
are  among  the  headliners  for  the  Family 
Forum  Series  sponsored  by  the  Center 
for  the  Interdisciplinary  Study  of 
Religion  during  the  2003-2004  academic 
year. 

Martin  E.  Marty,  renowned  church 
historian  and  author,  will  host  the  four 
forums,  each  focused  on  issues  of  chil¬ 
dren  in  crisis. 

All  events  in  the  Family  Forum  Series 
are  free  and  open  to  the  public.  All  will 
take  place  in  Tull  Auditorium,  Emory 
University  School  of  Law,  1301  Clifton 
Rd.,  Emory. 

Sept.  22:  “Who  Cares  for  the 
Children?” 

Presenters:  Don  Browning,  Emory’s 
first  Robert  W.  Woodmff  Visiting 
Professor  of  Interdisciplinary  Religious 
Studies,  and  Martha  Fineman,  Emory’s 
Robert  W.  Woodruff  Professor  of  Law 
Moderator:  Martin  E.  Marty 
Time:  Noon- 1:30  p.m. 

Oct.  14:  “What  Happens  to  Children 
in  Peril?” 

Presenters:  President  Jimmy  Carter 
and  Martin  E.  Marty 
Time:  2-3:15  p.m. 

Oct.  27:  “Children:  Will  We  Ever  Get  It 
Right?”  (Currie  Lecture) 

Presenter:  William  H.  Foege,  M.D., 
MPH,  former  CDC  director,  past  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  The  Carter  Center, 
Presidential  Distinguished  Professor 
Emeritus  at  Emory,  and  a  fellow  and 
advisor  to  the  Bill  and  Melinda  Gates 
Foundation 

Respondent:  Martin  E.  Marty 
Time:  Noon- 1:30  p.m.;  a  reception 
precedes  the  lecture,  starting  at  11:30 
a.m. 

Feb.  17:  “Where  Do  the  Children 
Live?”  (Decalogue  Lecture) 

Presenter:  Millard  Fuller,  founder  and 
president,  Habitat  for  Humanity 
International,  and  Martin  E.  Marty 
Moderator:  Frank  Alexander,  Emory 
professor  of  law 

Time:  6:30-8:30  p.m. 


Director  of  Music  Ministries 

Cornerstone  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  is 
seeking  a  Director  of  Music  Ministries.  The  position  is  con¬ 
sidered  half-time  and  offers  vacation  and  a  generous  leave 
policy.  Pay  will  be  in  the  low  20s,  commensurate  with 
experience.  Send  resume  or  notice  of  interest  by  Oct.  1  to 
P.O.  Box  871162,  New  Orleans,  LA  70127. 
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McCullough  to  speak  at  UMM  fall  retreat 


The  United  Methodist  Men  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  will  host  their 
fall  retreat  on  Oct.  3-4  at  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. 

This  year’s  theme,  “Be  a  Disciple," 
will  be  carried  out  in  workshops  and 
presentations,  including  the  keynote 
speech  to  be  given  by  Rev.  Victor 
McCullough  of  Mt.  Zion  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans. 


Those  wishing  to  attend  should 
send  their  name,  complete  address, 
phone  number,  e-mail  address  and 
home  church  name,  along  with  a 
check  for  $30,  to:  Barney  Babin, 

25871  Audubon,  Denham  Springs,  LA 
70726. 

To  make  a  room  reservation  at  the 
Conference  Center,  call  (318)  449- 
4900. 


Health  insurance  rates  change  effective  2004 


The  executive  committee  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  Pension  and  the 
Health  Insurance  Committee  have  taken 
action  to  increase  the  2004  Premium 
Schedule  effective  Jan.  1,  2004. 

The  new  rates  have  been  set  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

Single:  $4,920  Annual;  $410  Monthly. 

Family:  $  1 1 ,400  Annual;  $950 
Monthly. 

Medical  Supplement  65:  $2,100 
Annual;  $175  Monthly. 

This  increase  in  premium  rates  is  in 

St. Timothy  in 

International  opera 
tenor  Stuart  Neill  will 
perform  at  St.  Timothy 
on  the  Northshore 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  Mandeville 
on  Sept.  28  at  the  8:30, 

9:45  and  11  a.m.  wor¬ 
ship  services. 

Neil  has  performed 
with  The  Metropolitan 
Opera,  Teatro  alia  Scala,  New  York 
Philharmonic,  Israel  Philharmonic  and 
other  renowned  opera  houses  and  sym¬ 
phonies. 


line  with  a  14%  trend  factor  that  most 
national  businesses  are  experiencing. 

We  will  be  adding  Well  Baby  Care  to 
our  plan.  We  will  also  be  modifying  the 
plan  to  a  mandatory  generic  drug  policy 
(i.e.  the  plan  will  only  pay  the  amount  of 
the  generic  if  a  participant  chooses  a 
brand  when  a  generic  drug  is  available). 
The  deductible  for  prescription  drugs  for 
retirees  will  be  increased  to  $200  for 
each  participant  per  year. 

All  changes  will  be  effective  January  1, 
2004. 


He  is  recognized  world-wide  as  the 
leading  interpreter  of  the  tenor  role  in 
Verdi  Requiem,  and  has  recorded  this 
work  with  the  new  minister  of  music  at 
St.  Timothy  UMC,  Robert  McBain.  This 
live  recording  with  the  Mississippi 
Symphony  Orchestra  won  an  Aurora 
Award  when  aired  on  ABC  television  for 
the  anniversary  of  Sept.  11.  This  limited 
pressing  will  be  available  at  the  church 
following  each  worship  service. 

For  more  information  about  Stuart 
Neill’s  appearance  at  St.  Timothy  UMC, 
you  may  contact  the  church  at  (985) 
626-3307. 


Mandeville  to  host  opera  singer 


Neill 


"Listening  with  the  Heart  and  the  Head" 

Seminar  for  Clergy 

Empathic  listening  skills  empower  clergy  in  all  areas  of  ministry. 

This  workshop  is  designed  to  increase  empathic  listening  skills. 
Knowledge  of  the  dynamics  of  abusive  situations  enables  clergy  to 
help. 

This  workshop  is  designed  to  strengthen  clergy  knowledge  of  abuse 
dynamics. 

Appropriate  referral  resources  increase  the  pastor’s  ability  offer  sup 
port. 

This  workshop  is  designed  to  provide  referrals  to  assist  clergy  in  iden 
tifying  useful  resources. 

Clergy  CEU’s  pending. 

CLERGY  MARK  YOUR  CALENDARS  NOW! 

October  27,  2003  9:30  a.m.  -  12:30  p.m. 

Monroe  District  Meets  at  St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church 

North  Shore  District  Meets  at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Hammond 

Alexandria  District  Meets  at  Horseshoe  Drive  United  Methodist  Church 

January  29,  2004  9:30  a.m.  -  12:30  p.m. 

Lakes  Charles,  New  Orleans,  and  Shreveport  District  Meeting  location  TBA 

February  5,  2004  9:30  a.m.  -  12:30  p.m. 

Acadiana,  Baton  Rouge,  and  Ruston  District  Meeting  location  TBA 


Bishop's  Conference  Center  Golf  tourney  Oct.  6 


Attention  all  golfers!  It’s  time  to  “get  in 
swing”  for  the  third  annual  Bishop’s 
Conference  Center  Golf  Tournament, 
slated  for  Monday,  Oct.  6  at  Oakwing 
Golf  Club  in  Alexandria. 

The  four-person  team  scramble 
begins  with  registration  at  7  a.m.  and  a 
shotgun  start  at  8  a.m. 

The  entry  fee  of  $400  per  team,  or 
$100  per  person,  includes  a  continental 
breakfast,  tournament  registration  fees, 
green  fees,  driving  range  fees,  cart  rental, 
refreshments,  and  awards  following  the 
tournament. 


Oakwing  is  a  soft  spike  facility  only, 
with  no  metal  spikes  allowed.  Proper 
golf  attire  is  required  (no  cutoffs,  coach¬ 
es  shorts  or  sweat  pants).  Collared  golf 
shirts  are  required. 

A  “bed  and  breakfast”  package  is 
available  for  those  wishing  to  stay  at  the 
Conference  Center  the  night  before  or 
the  night  of  the  tournament.  The  pack¬ 
age  is  $50  per  room. 

For  more  information  about  the  hole 
sponsorship  opportunities  or  additional 
tournament  information,  please  call 
Cathy  Wimberley  at  (318)  449-4500. 


Bishop's  Conference  Center  Golf  Tournament 

Registration  Form 

Name _ _ _ 

Address _ _ _ 

;  Phone _ _  Fax _ 

|  E-mail _ _ _ 

!  Handicap _ 

Checks  payable  to:  Louisiana  Conference  Center,  2350  Methodist 
;  Parkway,  Woodworth,  LA  71485. 

I _ i 


Takin'  It  to  the  Streets! 

A  project  of  Louisiana  Conference  Volunteers  in  Mission 


Lake  Charles  and  Monroe 
Oct.  24-26 

Gather  with  fellow  volunteers  to  build  access  ramps 
for  persons  with  mobility  impairments. 

For  more  information,  or  to  volunteer,  call 
(337)  439-2982  in  Lake  Charles 
and  (318)  343-0073  in  Monroe. 
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j  Ask  and  you  shall  receive!  \ 

i  If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness  in  i 


Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La.NOW!  and  you 
will  receive  it.  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass  the  form  along 
to  a  friend  and  spread  the  Good  News!  i 

i 


Name _ _ _ ( 

Address _ _ _  I 

Telephone _ _ _  J 

Church _ _ _  | 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for 

□  $15  (One  year)  | 


□  $25  (Two  years) 


h 


Please  mail  to:  Subscriptions,  La.NOW!,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802 


I 

I 
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Methodist  Hospital 
Celebrates  35th  Anniversary 


Methodist  Hospital  marks  its 
35th  anniversary  this  year 
with  a  renewed  commitment 
to  answering  the  needs  of  the 
community  it  serves. 

"At  Methodist,  a  milestone  anniver¬ 
sary  is  an  occasion  for  true  celebra¬ 
tion,"  says  Hospital  President 
Frederick  C.  Young,  Jr.  "It  is  a  time 
to  reflect  on  our  history,  recognize 
recent  accomplishments,  and  look 
toward  future  developments  in  the 
delivery  of  comprehensive  healthcare 
services." 

It  was  during  a  meeting  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Gentilly  men’s 
group  that  an  informal  discussion 
planted  the  seed  for  building  a 
Methodist  hospital  in  the  eastern 
region  of  New  Orleans.  A  simple 
fund-raising  campaign  and  subsequent 
meetings  with  community  and  church 
leaders  set  the  foundation  for  a  state¬ 
wide  effort  that  brought  a  new  hospi¬ 
tal  to  the  Greater  New  Orleans  area. 

When  the  first  patient  entered  the 
doors  of  Methodist  Hospital  in 
September  1968,  when  the  first  acci¬ 
dent  victim  arrived  in  the  emergency 
department,  and  when  the  first  baby 
was  bom,  the  Methodist  family 
demonstrated  a  spirit  of  care  within  a 
facility  that  brought  both  hope  and 
technology  to  East  New  Orleans. 

Year  after  year,  Methodist  Hospital 
answers  the  diverse  needs  of  a  unique 
community  by  continuing  to  bring 
advanced  healthcare  technology  and 
services  to  its  neighbors. 

Although  Methodist  offers  a  full 
range  of  healthcare  services,  it  takes 
particular  pride  in  several  areas  of 
specialized  care,  including  cardiac 
services.  During  the  past  year, 
Methodist  enhanced  its  cardiac  spe¬ 
cialty  with  an  emphasis  on  all  aspects 
of  heart  disease  and  treatment.  From 
heart-healthy  nutrition  education  pro¬ 


grams  to  open  heart  surgery  and  reha¬ 
bilitation,  Methodist  maintains  com¬ 
prehensive  cardiology  services  with 
the  flexibility  to  accommodate  the  lat¬ 
est  innovations  in  diagnosis,  treatment 
and  aftercare. 

The  hospital’s  Level  II  Emergency 
Medicine  Center  is  equipped  to  han¬ 
dle  all  cardiac  emergencies.  The 
board-certified  emergency  physicians 
and  highly  trained  nursing  staff  pro¬ 
vide  the  care  that  can  make  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  saving  a  life. 

Staffed  by  a  professional  team  of 
cardiologists  and  supported  by  cardio¬ 
vascular  technicians  and  registered 
nurses,  Methodist  Hospital’s  Cardiac 
Studies  Department  provides  an 
extensive  range  of  cardiac  testing  and 
diagnostic  studies.  Non-invasive  serv¬ 
ices  include  EKGs,  echocardiograms, 
transesophageal  echocardiograms, 
holter  monitoring  and  stress  testing. 
Invasive  services  include  diagnostic 
cardiac  catheterization,  as  well  as 
interventional  procedures  such  as 
angioplasty,  and  insertion  of  stents, 
pacemakers  and  defibrillators. 

Highly  skilled  surgeons,  supported 
by  a  specialized  nursing  and  technical 
staff,  offer  leading  edge  cardiac  sur¬ 
gery  services.  In  addition  to 
post-surgery  advanced  monitoring 
equipment,  a  highly  trained  nursing 
staff  provides  care  during  the  critical 
post-surgery  period  in  the  hospital’s 
29  private-bed,  state-of-the-art  inten¬ 
sive  care  unit. 

The  hospital’s  52  private-bed  teleme¬ 
try  unit,  the  only  unit  in  the  surround¬ 
ing  area  dedicated  specifically  to  car¬ 
diac  patients,  is  also  equipped  with 
the  latest  advances  in  cardiac  monitor¬ 
ing  for  inpatients  following  cardiac 
surgery  or  cardiac  catheterization. 

A  highlight  of  Methodist’s  cardiac 
services  is  a  nationally-recognized 


Methodist 
Hospital 
President 
Frederick  C. 
Young,  Jr. 


cardiac  rehabilitation  program 
designed  to  assist  individuals  in 
resuming  an  active,  productive  and 
independent  lifestyle  as  soon  as  possi¬ 
ble  after  an  acute  cardiac  event.  The 
program  encourages  heart  patients  and 
those  at  risk  for  heart  disease  to  main¬ 
tain  a  heart-healthy  lifestyle  through  a 
series  of  structured,  monitored  exer¬ 
cise  and  educational  components. 
Situated  in  a  spacious,  patient-friendly 
environment,  it  is  one  of  the  few 
cardiac  rehabilitation  programs  in  the 
state  certified  by  the  American 
Association  of  Cardiovascular  Pul¬ 
monary  Rehabilitation  and  serves 
a  multi-parish  population. 

In  line  with  the  increasing  trend 
toward  outpatient  cardiac  services, 
Methodist  houses  the  Heart  Center  of 
East  New  Orleans.  The  diagnostic 
cardiac  catheterization  laboratory 
complements  Methodist  Hospital’s 
wide  range  of  therapeutic  cardiac 
services.  In  addition  to  cardiac 
catheterization,  the  center  offers  the 
electrophysiological  procedure,  a  ther¬ 
apeutic  procedure  to  stabilize  patients 
with  irregular  heartbeats.  "The  Heart 
Center  represents  our  concern  for 
patient  care  on  two  levels,"  Young 
states.  "The  latest  technology  and 
services  are  available  in  the  arena  that 
is  economically  efficient  for  the 
patient.  If  necessary,  the  hospital’s 


Methodist  Hospital  Cardiac 


inpatient  facilities  are  available  at  all 
times." 

Young  notes  that  both  East  New 
Orleans  and  the  business  of  healthcare 
have  changed  significantly  since 
Methodist  Hospital  admitted  its  first 
patient  35  years  ago.  "The  growing 
and  diverse  East  New  Orleans  com¬ 
munity  dictates  the  type  of  healthcare 
services  offered  on  the  Methodist 
campus.  A  hospital  with  a  wide  range 
of  general  services  and  state-of-the-art 
Emergency  Medicine  Center  is  a 
necessity  for  the  unique  population 
mix  in  the  area,"  he  explains.  "But 
we  must  also  offer  more." 

In  2002,  Methodist  Hospital  expanded 
its  diagnostic  tools  with  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  positron  emission  tomography 
(PET)  and  new  magnetic  resonance 
imaging  (MRI)  equipment. 

The  first  healthcare  facility  in  the  area 
to  offer  PET,  the  advanced  technology 
is  the  most  sophisticated  whole-body 
imaging  system  available  for  the  clini¬ 
cal  testing  of  cancer.  Recognized  as 
an  invaluable  nuclear  medicine  tool  in 
the  diagnosis  of  cancer  as  well  as 
heart  disease  and  neurological  disor¬ 
ders,  PET  significantly  complements 
the  range  of  diagnostic  capabilities  on 
the  Methodist  campus. 

Patient  comfort  and  peace  of  mind  are 
the  benefits  of  Methodist’s  recently 
introduced  and  completely  new  mag¬ 
netic  resonance  imaging  equipment 
for  faster  and  higher  resolution.  The 
new  system  provides  increased  appli¬ 
cations  in  a  more  open  environment, 
eliminating  the  claustrophobic  effect 
often  associated  with  MRI  testing 
while  not  sacrificing  reliability  and 
clarity  in  the  imaging  process. 

Methodist  Hospital’s  450  physicians 
and  1 200  employees  generate  $50 
million  a  year  in  the  East  New 
Orleans  economy,  the  second  largest 
economical  impact  in  the  area. 


For  all  of  your  cardiac  needs 


Don't  forget 
to  register! 

Junior  High  Retreat 

Oct.  31 -Nov.  2 
(deadline  Oct.  22) 

Nov.  7-Nov.  9 
(deadline  Oct.  29) 

$75  per  person 

For  more  information,  contact 
Conference  Youth  Ministries  at 
(225)  346-1646. 


Flood  buckets  needed 

UMCOR  needs  donations  of  flood 
buckets  to  aid  in  clean-up  efforts  fol¬ 
lowing  Hurricane  Isabel  in  North 
Carolina. 

The  agency  has  already  sent  thou¬ 
sands  of  buckets  to  the  area  but 
needs  more,  along  with  health  kits, 
mops  and  brooms. 

Those  wishing  to  help  may  send 
their  contributions  direcdy  to  the 
UMCOR  Sager-Brown  Depot  in 
Baldwin.  For  more  information  on 
how  to  build  a  kit  and  send  it,  call 
(800)  334-4221. 

The  eastern  North  Carolina  area 
also  needs  volunteer  teams  to  aid  in 
clean-up  and  other  recovery  efforts. 
To  volunteer,  call  (888)  440-9167  or 
e-mail  merci@nccumc.org. 
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Apportionment  dollars  support  ministry  on  many  levels 


Have  you  ever  wondered  where  your 
dollars  are  going  after  you  put  them  in 
the  collection  plate  on  Sunday  morning? 
A  major  part  of  that  money  goes  to  sup¬ 
port  the  ministries  and  physical 
resources  of  your  home  church. 

But  another  part  of  your  contribution 
goes  to  support  the  ministries  and 
initiatives  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  and  The  United  Methodist 


Church  at  large. 

This  special  edition  of  Louisiana  Now! 
was  produced  and  designed  to  help  you 
obtain  a  larger  picture  of  how  United 
Methodism  accomplishes  it  ministries 
on  statewide,  national  and  international 
levels. 

One  important  example  of  how  your 
donations  help  The  United  Methodist 
Church  to  grow  in  our  Conference  is  the 


Church  Extension  program. 

Working  in  partnership  with  District 
boards  of  church  location  and  building, 
Church  Extension  seeks  to  spread  the 
Good  News  by  establishing  and  support¬ 
ing  new  churches  and  transforming 
existing  churches. 

Two  success  stories  about  new  and 
transformed  congregations  in  the  La. 
Annual  Conference  follow  below. 


Faith  and  Hope 


The  work  of  Church  Extension  has  born  fruit  in  two  new  congregations,  Hope  Community  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge,  above  right,  led  by  Rev.  Louis  Jones  (fourth  from  right)  and  Faith  Community  UMC  in  Broussard,  led  by  Rev.  John 
Cannon,  top  left,  with  wife  Erin  and  sons  David  and  Michael.  Pedro  Rodgriguez  shares  a  moment  with  his  son,  Gregorio,  in  the 
auditorium  at  Broussard  Middle  School  where  Faith  Community  UMC  currently  worships,  above  left.  Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Two  new  congregations  embody  the  mission  of  Church  Extension 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

In  June  of  2002,  Rev.  John  Cannon 
received  his  current  appointment 
with  the  Louisiana  Conference,  com¬ 
mending  him  to  “plant  and  grow”  a 
new  United  Methodist  church  in  the 
Acadiana  District. 

The  new  church  would  serve  the 


Youngsville-Broussard-Southeast 
Lafayette  area,  which  was  selected  for 
a  church  start  because  it  was  one  of 
the  fastest  growing  regions,  residen- 
tially,  in  the  state. 

Cannon  learned  about  the  sur¬ 
rounding  community,  and  eventually 
gathered  a  small  group  that  was  will¬ 
ing  to  be  a  part  of  this  effort.  “Prior  to 


Easter  Sunday  of  2003,  we  conducted 
a  door-to-door  campaign  using  the 
Igniting  Ministry  door  hangers.  At 
Easter  morning  worship,  held  in 
Broussard  Middle  School,  there  were 
50  persons  in  attendance.  We  were 
ecstatic!,”  said  Cannon. 

See  Church  Extension,  page  3 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Let's  Walk  the  Journey  Together 


Today,  as  I  write,  it  is  October  3.  It  is 
the  day  before  the  primary  election  for 
our  state.  It  also  is  the  one-year 
anniversary  of  the  coming  ashore  of 
Hurricane  Lili  -  a  devastating  and 
powerful  force  of  nature.  Interestingly 
I  received  a  phone  call  this  afternoon 
from  United  Methodist  News  Service 
wanting  me  to  make  comment  on 
Hurricane  Lili  and  how  die  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  responded  to  our  local 
needs  in  the  aftermath.  It  was  easy  to 
talk  with  the  reporter  and  give  a  very 
positive  statement  because  UMCOR 
not  only  was  here  in  the  days  immedi¬ 
ately  following  the  landfall  of  this  mas¬ 
sive  storm,  but  they  are  still  here  in  the 
form  of  Disaster  Relief,  making  it  pos¬ 
sible  for  us  to  minister  to  the  needs  of 
people  whose  homes  and  lives  have 
been  significandy  disrupted.  To  date 
UMCOR  has  given  Louisiana  storm 
victims  some  $200,000  and  we  are 
about  to  ask  for  another  sum  of  money 
to  continue  our  work. 

Of  course,  these  funds  have  been 
gathered  from  all  over  United 
Methodism  as  people  in  the  pew  all 
over  the  world  have  responded  to  the 
call  for  the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 
offering  and  as  people  have  responded 
to  special  appeals  for  disaster  relief. 

But  did  you  know  that  all  the  money 
that  is  used  to  pay  for  the  administra¬ 
tive  costs  of  UMCOR  -  the  case  work¬ 
ers,  the  evaluators,  the  administrators, 
the  office  workers,  etc.  comes  from  our 
apportioned  dollars?  That’s  right. 

Every  cent  you  give  to  a  call  for  disas¬ 
ter  relief  goes  direcdy  to  the  disaster. 
That’s  because  we  are  already  making 
the  effective  administration  of  such 
funds  possible  through  our  apportion¬ 
ments. 

Apportionments  are  not  some 
bureaucratic  taxation  on  the  churches 
of  United  Methodism.  They  are  funds 
determined  by  the  General 
Conference,  the  Jurisdictional 

Conference,  and  the  Annual 
Conference,  all  of  which  are  represen¬ 
tative  bodies  from  our  local  churches.. 
They  help  us  know  what  is  needed  for 
all  United  Methodists  to  be  in  ministry 
and  mission  to  the  people  of  the 
world.  Behind  every  apportioned  dol¬ 
lar  is  the  face  of  someone  we  each 
would  love  and  care  for  if  they  were 
standing  in  front  of  us  asking  for  our 
help.  The  church  simply  makes  it  pos¬ 
sible  for  each  of  us  to  touch  the  lives  of 
countless  people  as  our  dollars  go  to 
these  various  causes. 

I  recall  leading  a  Charge  Conference 
when  I  was  a  District  Superintendent 
of  a  church  in  another  Conference  that 
was  highly  opposed  to  paying  appor¬ 
tionments.  They  were  a  loving  church. 
They  were  a  caring  church.  They 
wanted  to  reach  out  to  people  in  Jesus’ 
name.  They  simply  did  not  like  the 
apportionment  system  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  One  of  their  pri¬ 
mary  ministries  was  a  card  ministry  to 
people  who  were  sick,  to  those  who 
had  earned  a  special  recognition,  to 
those  who  had  lost  loved  ones,  to 
those  who  were  despondent,  etc.  They 
sent  dozens  of  cards  each  week  to  peo¬ 


ple  on  their  prayer 
list.  But  they  were 
refusing  to  send 
any  funds  to  those 
“Commie  Pinkos” 
(direct  quote)  who 
were  “distributing 
their  money  to 
unworthy  causes.” 

I  remember 
challenging  them 
with  the  thought 
that  they  were 
inconsistent  in 
their  caring  acts.  They  were  a  bit  sur¬ 
prised  at  my  confrontation,  and  they 
wanted  to  know  what  I  meant.  I 
shared  with  them  that  I  had  experi¬ 
enced  them  as  a  loving  and  caring 
people,  and  that  their  refusal  to  pay 
apportionments  that  were  going  to 
make  it  possible  for  people  in  all  parts 
of  the  world  to  experience  hope  and 
care  in  Jesus’  name  was  highly  incon¬ 
sistent  with  their  efforts  to  share  love 
and  hope  through  their  card  ministry. 
The  apportionments  were  an  addition¬ 
al  way  to  accomplish  what  they  highly 
valued.  With  some  further  discussion 
and  reflection,  and  talking  about 
where  these  apportionments  made  a 
positive  difference  for  needy  people, 
they  told  me  they  would  never  again 
refuse  their  fair  share  of  the  church’s 
mission  to  the  world  through  their 
apportionments.  They  have  held  true 
to  their  pledge. 

As  has  been  so  aptly  pointed  out 
here  in  Louisiana,  an  apportionment  is 
simply  “A  portion  meant”  for  others. 
Currently  we  expend  a  little  less  than 
10%  of  the  total  dollars  spent  in  the 
United  Methodist  Churches  of 
Louisiana  for  apportionments.  It  is 
somewhat  less  than  a  tithe  that  is 
going  to  those  beyond  our  local 
churches  and  our  local  communities. 
The  bulk  of  our  apportioned  dollars 
goes  to  pay  for  ministries,  programs, 
and  needs  right  here  in  our 
Conference.  And  much  of  the  other 
finds  its  way  back  to  our  boundaries, 
as  in  the  example  of  UMCOR. 

I  pray  every  church,  every  lay  leader 
and  every  pastor  will  commit 
herself/ himself  to  making  sure  appor¬ 
tionments  are  paid.  They  are  a  privi¬ 
lege  we  have  as  we  share  with  other 
United  Methodists  across  the  globe  in 
making  our  hands  and  hearts  reach 
much  further  than  we  could  ever  do 
on  our  own.  I  believe  in  apportion¬ 
ments  and  I  am  always  available  to 
come  to  your  church  and  interpret 
their  meaning  and  ministry.  I  encour¬ 
age  you  to  continue  to  do  and  envision 
your  own  local  outreach  and  mission 
as  well.  But  let’s  all  be  of  one  accord  in 
reaching  out  to  those  whose  lives 
depend  on  us  for  their  wholeness. 

The  giving  of  our  resources  that 
others  may  have  a  hope-filled  life  is  a 
joyous  part  of  our  journey.  Let’s  walk  it 
together,  every  church  in  Louisiana! 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fell  aJuAU*****-' 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Conference  budget  keeping  pace  with  inflation 


BY  CARL  E.  RHOADS 
EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR, 

ADMINISTRATIVE  SERVICES 

I  hope  that  this  special  edition  of 
Louisiana  Now!  is  informative,  and  that 
it  gives  you  a  picture  of  how  your  church 
givings  are  utilized. 

I  was  recently  gathering  some 
research  and  analysis  requested  by  the 
Conference  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  on  the  Conference  budg¬ 
et.  I  discovered  three  interesting  pieces 
of  information: 

The  Conference  budget  has  grown  on 
average  about  2  percent  each  year  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  decade; 

Total  local  church  expenditures  have 
grown  on  average  about  5  percent  each 
year  during  the  last  decade; 


The  percentage  of  Conference  appor¬ 
tionments  to  total  current  expenditures 
has  declined  from  1 1  percent  to  nine 
percent  during  the  last  decade. 

A  number  of  observations  can  be 
made  from  this  data: 

The  Conference  is  limiting  its  budget 
growth  to  the  level  of  inflation; 

Pressure  on  church  expenditures  and 
desires  to  expand  ministries  are  growing 
current  budgets  beyond  inflation  rates; 

A  smaller  percentage  of  the  local 
church  dollar  providing  for  Conference 
and  General  church  ministries  leaves 
more  for  local  church  ministries. 

Thank  you  for  your  faithfulness  and 
stewardship  which  has  enabled  the 
growth  of  ministries  in  our  communi¬ 
ties,  state,  nation  and  world. 


"First  off,  you  have  the  greatest  Carpenter  of  all  time  on  your  crew.  If  you  have  ques¬ 
tions,  please  don't  hesitate  to  pray.  Remember  that  we  are  here  to  build  relationships, 
not  just  ramps."  Those  were  the  words  that  greeted  volunteers  for  La.  Volunteers  in 
Misssion's  sixth  annual  "Takin'  it  to  the  Streets"  in  the  Pineville/Alexandria  area. 
Approximately  100  volunteers,  experienced  and  non-experienced  alike,  gathered  to 
build  nine  ramps  for  those  restricted  to  their  homes  by  accident,  age  or  disease,  above. 
Projects  like  "Takin'  it  to  the  Streets"are  only  one  aspect  of  LAVIM  which  provides  mean¬ 
ingful  volunteer  opportunities  to  United  Methodists  through  apportionment  dollars. 

In  the  last  four  and  one  half  years,  278  LAVIM  mission  teams  have  gone  out  from  this 
Annual  Conference. There  have  been  medical  and  construction  teams,  family  missions, 
youth  missions,  Wesley  Foundation  teams,  Vacation  Bible  School,  disaster  response, 
education  teams  and  youth  camps.  Photo  by  Larry  Norman. 
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Rev.  Kirby  Verret  speaks  at  a  recent  graduation  of  the  pre-school  run  by  the 
Dulac  Community  Center,  funded  in  part  by  apportionment  dollars. 


Dulac  center  ministers  to  Native  Americans 


The  Dulac  Community  Center  is  a 
non-profit  agency  related  to  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
purpose  of  the  agency  is  to  provide 
comprehensive  social,  recreational 
and  emergency  services  to  the  people 
of  Terrebonne  Parish,  with  emphasis 
on  the  needs  of  the  Native  American 


population.  Special  emphasis  is  given, 
also,  to  the  education  and  personal 
development  of  women  and  children. 

Summer  youth  programs,  produce 
and  food  distributions,  an  emergency 
food  bank,  and  a  pre-school  program 
are  just  a  few  of  the  many  ways  the 
Dulac  Community  Center  serves  this 
unique  area  of  Louisiana. 


The  La.  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministry  is  an  organization  that  gives  the  youth  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  a  chance  to  serve  God  as  they  serve  other  youth  and  each 
other.They  grow  closer  to  God  as  they  teach  others  to  grow  closer  to  Him.  Fall 
Convocation,  Junior  High  retreats.  Senior  High  retreats,  DCYM  training  and  Annual 
Conference  are  just  some  of  the  opportunities  available  to  our  youth  through 
Conference  Youth  Ministry. 


Church  Extension,  from  page  1 


This  past  summer  was  the  official 
outreach  campaign,  culminating  in  a 
“grand  opening”  of  Faith 
Community  United  Methodist 
Church  on  Sept.  7.  “We  had  92  per¬ 
sons  in  worship,  all  of  whom  had  no 
current  church  affiliation,"  said 
Cannon.  The  new  congregation, 
which  holds  a  traditional  service, 
continues  to  grow  with  the  hopes  of 
becoming  a  “regional”  sized  United 
Methodist  church. 

Church  Extension,  which  works 
in  partnership  with  district  boards  of 
church  location  and  building,  was  at 
the  center  of  establishing  Faith 
Church  UMC.  “Church  Extension 
used  demographic  information  to 
determine  where  the  new  congrega¬ 
tion  should  be  located,  and  provided 
monetary  support  and  mentoring 
for  me.  They  also  sent  me  for  nation¬ 
al  training  with  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,”  said  Cannon. 

“Not  only  does  Church  Extension 
give  support,  it  provides  a  system  of 
accountability  for  the  new  pastor. 

The  Board  of  Church  Extension 
meets  with  me  face  to  face  to  be  sure 
that  everything  is  running  on  track. 
Most  exciting  of  all  is  the  fact  that 
when  we  charter,  we  expect  most  of 
the  membership  to  join  by  profes¬ 
sion  of  faith.” 

Rev.  Louis  Jones,  pastor  of  Hope 
Community  UMC,  began  his  jour¬ 
ney  with  Church  Extension  in  June 
of  2002.  “The  Conference  was  hop¬ 
ing  to  revitalize  Evangeline  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

Church  Extension  looked  at  every 


aspect,  including  the  demographics  of 
the  area.  From  June  to  March  of  this 
year,  we  held  “Breakfast  and  Bible” 
studies,  and  eventually  established  a 
vision  for  the  church  and  obtained 
commitments  to  join,”  he  said. 

At  the  charter  service,  attended  by 
Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  and 
many  other  church  leaders,  over  100 
people  were  in  attendance. 

"Church  extension  has  been 
incredibly  supportive,  providing  a 
'safety  net’  for  us.  At  the  same  time, 
they  have  encouraged  us  to  be  self 
sufficient,  providing  the  training  and 
the  opportunities  we  needed  to  suc¬ 
ceed.  This  church  is  a  blessing 
because  there  are  so  many  ways  to 
minister  to  the  surrounding  commu¬ 
nity,"  said  Jones.  For  questions  about 
the  Hope  Community  ministry,  e- 
mail:  hcumc@hcumc.brcoxmail.com. 

Cannon,  a  probationary  elder,  also 
gives  credit  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Spiritual  Formation  pro¬ 
gram  for  bringing  him  where  he  is 
today.  “I  was  sensing  the  call  to  min¬ 
istry  when  I  attended  the  Acadamy 
for  Spiritual  Leadership.  I  went  to  the 
very  first  Academy  held  in  the 
Conference  in  1998. 1  then  went  to 
seminary  1999.  At  the  Academy,  I 
came  to  a  more  mature  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  call  that  I  was  feeling,”  said 
Cannon. 

“Once  I  was  at  seminary,  I  real¬ 
ized  that  the  Academy  had  prepared 
me  for  church  leadership  at  a  semi¬ 
nary  level.  It  was  a  wonderful  experi¬ 
ence,  and  I  recommend  it  for  laity 
and  clergy  alike.” 


An  invitation  to  celebrate  46  years 
with  Bethany  UMC,  New  Orleans 


Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  of 
New  Orleans  will  celebrate  its  46th 
anniversary  Sunday,  Oct.  26,  at  1 1  a.m. 

The  theme  is  “Bethany  -  Faithfully 
Reclaiming  Our  Roots.” 

The  anniversary  committee,  headed 
by  co-chairs  Nick  Harris  and  Lydia 
Leblanc,  have  planned  a  lot  of  exciting 
and  successful  activities  leading  up  to 
the  main  event.  Among  the  many  events 
include  a  soul-moving  pew  rally  and  a 
spirit-filled  Gospel  dinner  buffet  at 
Dillard  University. 

The  anniversary  service  will  be  even 
more  exciting  with  the  Celebration  Choir 


providing  hand-clapping,  foot-stomp¬ 
ing  gospel  songs  throughout  the  service. 
Also  on  the  program  will  be  Bethany’s 
Platinum  Praise  women’s  dance  group, 
who  will  perform  a  very  spiritual  and 
moving  dance  number. 

The  guest  speaker  for  the  anniversary 
service  will  be  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson.  He  will  be  introduced  by 
our  New  Orleans  District  Superintend¬ 
ent,  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson. 

Bishop  Hutchinson’s  sermon  is  sure 
to  be  a  very  inspirational  experience  that 

See  Bethany,  page  7 


Camp  Director 

Full-time,  Year-round,  Christ-centered  Camp  Director  sought  for  Uskichitto  United 
Methodist  Retreat  Center  in  LeBlanc,  Louisiana.  This  1 20-acre,  87  bed,  1 6  RV  full  hook-up 
facility  is  adjacent  to  the  Whisky  Chitto  River  an  hour  north  of  Lake  Charles.  Ministries 
include  children  and  youth  summer  camps,  family  camps,  small  group  retreats,  ropes 
course,  and  monthly  fish  fry.  Applicant  must  be  able  to  live  and  articulate  his/her 
Christian  faith  and  have  proven  administrative,  programming,  training/supervision  of 
staff  &  volunteers,  marketing  and  resident  site  director  experience.  Salary  is  commensu¬ 
rate  with  education,  certifications,  and  experience.  Full  health  benefits,  retirement  pack¬ 
age,  and  comfortable,  on  site  housing  provided.  For  more  information,  please  see  the 
camp  website,  http://www.gbgm-umc.org/uskichitto.  Send  cover  letter  of  application, 
resume  and  statement  of  faith  to  Rev.  Lisa  Turnbull,  personnel  committee  chair,  at 
squyresumc@centurytel.net  or  PO  Box  46,  Ragley,  LA  70657  by  November  1, 2003.  Start 
Date:  January  1,2004.  For  more  information  please  email  the  above  address. 


4 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW! 


October  10, 2003 


Apportionment 

Conference  office  serves  local  churches 


Anyone  may  reach  the  Louisiana  Area 
offices  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
by  calling  a  toll-free  number:  (888)  239- 
5286  (LAUM) .  This  easy  access  number 
is  symbolic  of  the  reason  why  there  is  a 
Conference  office.  The  office  exists  to  be 
of  assistance  to  the  local  churches,  serv¬ 
ing  as  the  center  of  the  Conference 
through  which  a  myriad  of  resources 
and  services  are  made  available  to  dis¬ 
tricts  and  local  congregations. 

This  resourcing  is  made  possible 
through  the  efforts  of  the  Director  of 
Connectional  Ministries  and  Executive 
Director  of  Administrative  Services,  the 
Special  Ministries  Coordinator,  the 


Volunteer  in  Mission  Coordinator,  the 
Youth  Coordinator,  the  Communication 
Specialist  and  members  of  the  Support 
Staff.  These  personnel  provide  resourc¬ 
ing  for  the  local  churches  on  a  one-to- 
one  bases,  provide  materials  for  local 
church  leaders  on  numerous  subjects, 
facilitate  missions,  offer  a  clear  line  of 
communication  through  the  Louisiana 
Now!  and  our  Conference  website,  and 
coordinate  Conference  events. 

The  administrative  area  is  inclusive  of 
the  work  of  the  Conference  Treasurer, 
Statistician,  Secretary,  and  Pension  and 
Health  Benefits  Officer,  along  with 
Support  Staff. 


Conference  Benevolences 

and  The  La.  Interchurch  Conference  Fund 

The  conference  Benevolence  and  Expense  Funds  support  14  areas  of  ministry  and 
expenses  in  the  Louisiana  Conference.  Among  them  are  Global  Ministries,  Youth 
Ministries,  Church  Extension,  Church  and  Society  Issues,  Peace  with  Justice, 
Discipleship,  and  Health  and  Human  Welfare  Ministries. 

The  La.  Interchurch  Conference  Fund  supports  the  cooperative  work  of  approxi¬ 
mately  23  denominational  agencies  seeking  to  promote  unity,  mutual  under¬ 
standing,  and  an  avenue  for  concerted  Christian  Ministries. 

Through  the  Interdenominational  Cooperation  Fund,  we  enable  United 
Methodists  to  have  an  effective  presence  in  the  activities  of  ecumenical  organiza¬ 
tions.  We  provide  the  United  Methodist  share  of  the  basic  budgets  of  those 
organizations,  which  relate  to  the  ecumenical  responsibilities  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  and  the  General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns,  as  well  as  paying  for  the  travel  expenses  of  United  Methodist  represen¬ 
tatives  to  meetings  of  these  organizations.  Above,  Rev.  John  R.  Johns,  center, 
speaks  with  Episcopalian  Rev.  Dan  Krutz  of  the  La.  Interchurch  Conference  at  a 
recent  Restorative  Justice  workshop.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


General,  Jurisdictional  Conferences 
funded  through  apportionments 


Through  the  General  Administration 
Fund,  we  implement  a  trustworthy  sys¬ 
tem  of  administrative  oversight  and  fis¬ 
cal  accountability.  We  underwrite  the 
legislative  work  of  General  Conference, 
fund  the  work  of  the  Judicial  Council  to 
adjudicate  questions  of  church  law, 
maintain  United  Methodism’s  official 
documents  and  historical  artifacts,  and 
designate  historical  shrines,  landmarks 
and  sites. 

The  Jurisdictional  Administration 
Fund  makes  possible  strategic  program¬ 


ming,  a  trend  continued  toward  net¬ 
working  as  the  Jurisdiction’s  primary 
service.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  previ¬ 
ous  quadrennium  the  Jurisdiction  had 
18  functioning  networks,  and  four  new 
networks  were  created  during  the  four 
year  period:  District  Superintendents, 
District  Superintendents’  spouses, 
Conference  Volunteers  in  Mission 
Coordinators  and  Hispanic  Ministries.  It 
pays  for  the  Jurisdictional  Conference, 
which  elects  and  assigned  the  Bishops  of 
our  church. 


Dollars  At  Work: 


The  job  placement  program  of  New  Situation,  a  ministry  of  Cornerstone  United 
Methodist  Church,  above,  is  just  one  of  the  many  success  stories  of  the  initiative  to 
Strengthen  the  Black  Church  in  the  21st  Century.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis. 

'Strengthening  the  Black  Church' succeeding 


This  initiative,  approved  by  the  1996 
and  2000  General  Conference,  is  not 
about  separation.  Its  main  focus  is  to 
stop  the  “hemorrhaging”  of  a  family 
member  who  is  critically  ill  in  Louisiana 
Methodism. 

A  recent  study  of  Louisiana’s  United 
Methodist  population,  chaired  by  Rev. 
Brady  Forman,  indicates  that  nearly 
1,000  members  have  left  Louisiana’s 
African-American  churches  during  the 
last  eight  years. 

The  purpose  of  this  initiative  is  to 
provide  training  modules  to  curb  this 
serious  decline  and  to  render  models  for 
the  challenges  that  can  be  unique  to 
African-American  churches,  such  as  lack 
of  educational  opportunities  and  unem¬ 
ployment. 

One  significant  annual  event  is  the  W. 
T.  Handy  Convocation.  This  training 
enterprise  is  held  yearly  during  the  sec¬ 
ond  weekend  in  November.  Bishop 
Hutchinson  preaches,  along  with  a  host 
of  speakers  on  ministry  and  church 
development. 

Rev.  Terrence  August,  pastor  of  Winan 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Franklinton,  incorporated  a  new  Sunday 
School  class  utilizing  culturally  sensitive 
Urban  Ministries  curriculum  due  to  a 
workshop  at  a  recent  W.  T.  Handy 
Convocation. 


The  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
sponsored  an  African-American  Pastor’s 
Convocation  in  January  of  2003.  Fifty- 
six  pastors  from  our  Louisiana 
Conference  received  training  in  Church 
Growth  and  other  areas  from  leading 
United  Methodist  pastors. 

Rev.  Derrick  Hills,  pastor  of  Newman 
UMC,  sponsored  a  planning  retreat  led 
by  Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell  to  revitalize  his 
church.  Hills  was  moved  by  God  through 
Rev.  Candace  Lewis’  statement,  “ 
Teamwork  makes  the  dream  work.” 

Revs.  Darlene  Moore,  Andy  Goff, 
Joseph  Awotwi  and  Willie  Laws  conduct¬ 
ed  a  seminar  after  the  African  American 
Pastors  Convocation,  sharing  the  infor¬ 
mation  gained  by  those  in  attendance. 

As  a  result  of  training  offered  in 
February  of  this  year,  collaborations 
between  churches  have  begun,  as  with 
Grace  UMC  and  Faith  UMC  in 
Shreveport. 

Rev.  William  Jones  and  Ms.  Carolyn 
Young  lead  a  Creative  Arts  Center  at 
Thompson  UMC. 

Special  Ministries  has  also  partnered 
with  the  United  Methodist  Foundation 
of  Louisiana  to  offer  stewardship  min¬ 
istry  seminars.  Nearly  40  participants 
attended  a  Debt  Counselor  Training  at 
Wesley  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  from  across 
Louisiana. 


Youth  Director  and  Young  Adult  Worker 

A  30-Hour  per  week  position.  Twenty  hours  a  week  working  with  Jr.  and 
Sr.  High’s.  Ten  hours  a  week  giving  leadership  to  emerging  Young  Adult 
Ministry.  Applications  can  be  accepted  for  one  position  or  both  posi- 
tions.Thirty  hour  position  pays  $19,000  -  $22,000.  Complete  job  descrip¬ 
tion  by  calling  or  (318)  357-8296  or  e-mailing  Epworth@cp-tel.net. 
Three  written  references  are  required.  Application  deadline  is  3  p.m., 
Friday,  October  31.  Return  completed  applications  with  three  written 
references  to  Sherry  Shugart,  Office  Manager,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  411  Second  Street,  Natchitoches,  La  71457. 
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Teacher  Nhat  Ly  Duong  instructs  a  young  pupil  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis. 

Vietnamese  Ministry  expanding 


An  enthusiastic,  smiling  group  of 
42  children  crosses  the  parking  lot  of 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge  as  they  head 
for  an  hour  ofVietnamese  language 
instruction. 

This  might  seem  like  an  unusual 
summer  camp  activity,  but  for  these 
children — who  are  all  ofVietnamese 
descent — it  is  a  chance  to  learn  the 
language  that  is  second  nature  to 
their  parents. 

This  summer,  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  Vietnamese  min¬ 
istry  completed  its  first  year  at 
Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge 
and  expanded  the  mission  to 
Cornerstone  UMC  in  New  Orleans, 


with  the  support  of  the  La. 
Conference  Ministry  Team,  the  Board 
of  Church  Extension,  and  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Asian -American  Language  Ministries. 

Rev.  Amy  Mercer,  minister  of 
Discipleship  and  Missions  for 
Broadmoor  UMC,  serves  as 
Broadmoor’s  liaison  for  the  ministry. 
"As  a  result  of  last  year’s  mission  to 
Baton  Rouge,  which  included  pro¬ 
grams  in  the  summer  and  at 
Christmas,  English  as  Second 
Language  classes  (ESL)  have  been 
added  to  our  ministries.  We  have 
expanded  this  ministry  to  include  cit¬ 
izenship  classes  and  conversational 
English,”  she  said. 


GertTown  Shalom  Zone  revitalizing  area 


Rev.  Joe  Connelly,  project  coordinator 
and  consultant  for  Gert  Town  Shalom 
Zone  in  New  Orleans,  is  passionate 
about  the  work  being  done  through  the 
Shalom  Zone  initiative. 

Shalom  Zones  are  an  initiative  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministry  which 
got  their  start  in  1992  after  the  riots  in 
Los  Angeles,  which  were  so  destructive 
to  poor,  inner-city  neighborhoods. 

Connelly,  who  also  serves  as  pastor 
for  the  Philips  Memorial-Williams  UMC 
charge,  said  recendy,  “The  work  done 
through  these  projects  exemplifies  what 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  meant 
to  be.” 

The  Gert  Town  Shalom  Zone  at 
Philips  UMC  is  currendy  supporting  a 
senior  citizens  program  which  provides 
health  education,  age-specific  work¬ 
shops,  and  travel  opportunities.  Elderly 
persons  in  New  Orleans  are  served 
weekly  by  this  innovative  program. 

The  newest  endeavor  for  the  Gert 
Town  Shalom  Zone  is  a  Home  Buying 
Program,  conducted  in  collaboration 
with  Hibernia  Bank,  which  will  provide 
guaranteed  mortgages  based  on  a  per¬ 
son’s  current  income,  not  on  past  debt 
or  financial  hardships.  “Candidates  for 
housing  participate  in  an  eight-week 
home  buying  class.  Financing  is  secured, 
then  we  supervise  the  construction  of 


the  homes,  hiring  subcontractors  to  do 
the  work.  In  the  first  year,  our  goal  is  to 
educate  60  people  and  build  10  houses,” 
said  Connelly. 

Also  in  New  Orleans,  the  First  Street 
Shalom  Zone  plans  to  break  ground  in 
six  to  seven  months  on  four  apartments 
which  will  be  built  to  house  grandpar¬ 
ents  that  are  raising  their  grandchildren. 
"These  apartments,  which  will  be  con¬ 
structed  with  grant  funding  from  the 
city,  are  designed  to  have  affordable 
rent.  We  will  also  be  offering,  in  collabo¬ 
ration  with  the  YMCA,  a  tutorial  pro¬ 
gram  for  the  children  living  in  these 
apartments,”  said  Abraham  Davis,  proj¬ 
ect  coordinator  and  pastor. 

In  keeping  with  the  Shalom  Zone  ini¬ 
tiative’s  focus  on  social  justice,  a  rally  at 
New  Orleans’  City  Hall  is  planned  for 
Dec.  19  to  bring  attention  to  the  number 
of  murders  that  have  been  committed  in 
the  city  this  year.  Empty  tennis  shoes — 
one  for  every  murdered  person — will  be 
lined  up  along  the  front  of  the  building, 
reminding  local  politicians  of  the  need 
for  action  in  curbing  violent  crime. 

“For  The  United  Methodist  Church, 
our  future  lies  in  our  past.  John  Wesley 
firmly  believed  in  social  action  and 
social  justice.  Efforts  such  as  these  help 
the  church  to  reclaim  our  Methodist 
heritage,”  said  Connelly. 


Rev.  Samuel  Calvo  leads  the  congregation  of  El  Mesias  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Kenner  in  opening  prayer.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Apportionments  fund  crucial 
Hispanic  Ministry  in  Louisiana 


The  Hispanic  Ministry  of  the  La. 
Annual  Conference  continues  to 
grow  at  El  Mesias  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Kenner,  almost  14  years 
after  its  inception.  The  need  for  this 
type  of  outreach  is  getting  stronger 
as  the  Hispanic  population  of  our 
state  grows  larger. 

Sunday  morning  worship  services 
at  El  Mesias  UMC  attract  upwards  of 
50  people  on  a  weekly  basis. 

Radio  broadcasts  every  Monday 
and  Saturday  on  local  Spanish  radio 
stations  reach  over  10,000  Spanish 
speaking  people  in  Southern 
Louisiana  and  neighboring  states. 

Since  the  year  2000,  adult  educa¬ 
tion  classes  in  ESL  (English  as  a 
Second  Language),  GED  (offered  in 


Spanish),  and  Spanish  classes  for 
people  who  want  to  volunteer  in  the 
Hispanic  community  have  benefited 
close  to  200  people. 

All  of  the  teachers  for  these  classes 
are  United  Methodist  volunteers  and 
members  of  the  Hispanic  communi¬ 
ty.  The  Latino  Children’s  Health 
Network  was  created  by  the  Jiispanic 
Ministry  in  the  New  Orleans  District 
and  the  Tulane  University  School  of 
Public  Health  to  improve  health  con¬ 
ditions  and  provide  health  services. 

The  Network  coordinates  three 
different  health  fairs  annually,  target¬ 
ing  the  needs  of  the  Hispanic  com¬ 
munity. 

A  vaccination  campaign  is  also 
implemented  annually. 


Apportionments  fund  diverse  needs  of  ministry 


Located  near  Gulfport,  Miss., 
Gulfside  Assembly  was  the  only  place 
African-Americans  of  the  Central 
Jurisdiction  could  go  prior  to  1968.  It 
is  now  an  inclusive  institution  serving 
persons  of  all  races.  Gulfside  sponsors 
a  variety  of  programs  for  youth,  year 
round  elder  hostels,  an  annual  school 
of  music,  and  college  and  career  fairs. 
It  also  continues  to  sponsor  programs 
that  respond  to  present  needs  of 
Church  and  Society. 

A  college  preparatory  school,  Lydia 
Patterson  is  the  only  institution  that 
serves  mostly  students  of  Mexican 
descent. 

It  is  located  in  El  Paso,  Tex.,  close 
to  the  Mexican  border.  It  proclaims 
justice  and  freedom  within  a 
Christian  context  and  knows  no  bor¬ 
ders  in  its  ministry  of  Christian  love. 


Through  the  Ministerial  Education 
Fund,  we  enable  our  churches  to 
unify  and  expand  financial  support 
for  the  recruitment  and  education  of 
our  future  pastors  and  bishops;  and 
equip  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  to  meet  the  increased 
needs  of  people  in  the  ministry. 

The  World  Service  Fund  is  the 
heart  of  our  denomination-wide  min¬ 
istry,  underwriting  Christian  mission 
and  ministry  around  the  world.  The 
fund  strengthens  our  evangelism 
efforts,  stimulates  church  growth, 
expands  Bible  studies  and  enriches 
spiritual  commitment. 

By  giving  to  World  Service,  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  helps 
God’s  children  everywhere  shape  the 
lives  of  tomorrow’s  leaders  and  pro¬ 
claim  our  Christian  faith. 
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Sarah  Timberlake  traveled  with  a  LAVIM  team  to  Reynosa,  Mexico,  to  build  an  addition 
to  a  clinic  that  could  accommodate  a  dentist's  chair  and  a  pharmacy. 


Timberlake  knows  joy  of  serving  in  LAVIM 


Sarah  Timberlake  knows  the  joy  of 
serving  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission 
from  several  different  angles.  As  a  team 
member,  an  organizer,  and  a  team 
leader  respectively  on  three  separate 
missions,  Sarah  believes  she  has  drawn  a 
new  set  of  blessings  from  each  experi¬ 
ence. 

“My  first  mission  was  to  Rio  Bravo 
with  a  group  from  my  church,  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Thibodeaux,  LA.  I  went  as  a  team  mem¬ 
ber,  and  it  was  so  wonderful,  I  knew  that 
I  would  go  again,”  said  Sarah.  She  was 
asked  to  serve  as  team  leader  for  her 
next  LAVIM  mission,  slated  for  Reynosa, 
Mexico.  During  the  organizational  phase 
of  the  trip  Sarah  was  diagnosed  with 
breast  cancer. 

Her  determination  to  be  a  part  of  the 
mission  kept  her  working  on  planning 
and  organizing  tasks,  even  though 
another  volunteer  became  team  leader. 
Despite  surgery  and  subsequent  rounds 
of  chemotherapy,  Sarah  stayed  integrally 
involved.  She  even  hosted  a  pool  party 
for  the  team  after  they  returned,  despite 
the  fact  that  she  was  still  undergoing 


chemotherapy. 

Sarah  admits  that  the  greatest  reward 
from  her  work  with  LAVIM  is  seeing  the 
impact  volunteer  mission  service  has  on 
youth.  Perhaps  one  of  the  most 
poignant  moments  for  Sarah  came 
when  her  last  mission  team  was  having 
their  evening  meal.  She  noticed  that  her 
grandson,  also  a  volunteer,  kept  leaving 
the  room  to  go  outside.  Sarah  finally 
asked  him  what  was  going  on.  “I  think 
the  people  outside  are  asking  for  food.  I 
think  they  are  hungry,”  he  said.  “When  I 
told  him  that  we  really  couldn’t  give 
away  all  our  food,  he  looked  at  me  and 
said,  ‘But  isn’t  that  why  we’re  here?’  I  was 
so  humbled,  and  I  realized  that  we  can 
learn  so  much  from  the  kids,  too,”  said 
Sarah. 

When  asked  what  serving  as  a  LAVIM 
volunteer  means  to  her,  Sarah  replied, 
“We  should  never  get  caught  up  in  the 
task  at  hand,  but  we  should  remain 
immersed  in  the  purpose  of  our  task. 
We’re  not  bringing  Christ  to  those  we’re 
helping — He  has  already  been  there 
before  us.  Our  hope  is  to  let  them  see 
Christ  in  us.” 


Apportionments 
fund  education 

The  Black  College  Fund  helps  institutions 
maintain  solid,  challenging  academic  pro¬ 
grams,  strong  faculties  and  well-equipped 
buildings. These  funds  help  create 
vibrant,  spiritual  environments  that 
encourage  pride  and  self-esteem  in  the 
accomplishments  of  African-Americans. 
Apportionment  dollars  also  support  the 
Africa  University  Fund,  the  Wesley 
Foundation  (Campus  Ministry),  Centenary 
College  and  Dillard  University.  At  left,  Rev. 
Rodney  Wooten,  director  of  the  Wesley 
Foundation  at  Southern  University  in 
Baton  Rouge,  accepts  a  recent  award  from 
board  chairwoman  Hallique  Dawson. 


Providing  Professional  and  Pastoral  Leadership 

Important  areas  of  funding  that  support  the  clergy  of  the  La.  Conference  include 
the  Conference  Pension  Fund,  the  District  Superintendent  Fund,  the  Episcopal 
Fund  and  the  Pastoral  Care  Fund. The  funds  cover  salaries,  travel,  pensions,  health 
insurance,  housing  and  continuing  education  for  those  who  are  leading  the 
United  Methodist  congregations  in  our  Conference.  Above  at  left.  Rev.  Fred  O. 
Shirley,  working  on  a  Habitat  for  Humanity  build  in  Baton  Rouge,  is  just  one  of  the 
active  retired  pastors  supported  by  the  Conference  Pension  Fund.  The  Center  for 
Pastoral  Effectiveness,  the  Discerner's  Academy  and  Clergy  Renewal  help  to 
assure  that  we  will  have  qualified,  spiritually  grounded  clergy  for  generations  to 
come.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


District  offices  connect  bishop,  churches 


BY  BISHOP  WILLIAM  HUTCHINSON 

The  District  Superintendent  is  the 
extension  of  the  Bishop’s  office  to  the 
local  church,  and  the  extension  of  the 
local  church  to  the  Bishop. 

Through  them  and  their  work,  the 
churches  of  the  Conference  are  fully 
supplied  with  pastors  and  pastors  are 
given  fields  of  service  in  which  to  ful¬ 
fill  their  calling. 

The  Superintendents  also  are 
responsible  for  the  temporal  and  spir¬ 
itual  leadership  of  each  District  they 
serve  and  are  to  give  pastoral  support 
to  all  clergy  in  their  District. 

They  are  to  lead  the  program  plan¬ 
ning  of  the  District  and  are  to  insure 


the  plans  are  carried  out. 

Each  District  also  has  a  District 
Missioner  assigned  to  it.  The 
Missioner  is  under  the  direct  supervi¬ 
sion  of  the  District  Superintendent 
and  also  works  to  help  local  churches 
meet  the  many  needs  they  have. 

The  third  person  in  each  District 
Office  is  the  District  Secretary,  the 
vital  link  from  the  local  church  to  the 
District  Superintendent  and  the  per¬ 
son  who  assures  that  all  communica¬ 
tion  is  clearly  handled. 

Our  connection  to  one  another 
would  be  severely  hampered  without 
the  work  and  ministry  made  possible 
through  the  District  Office. 
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Bethany, 


from  page  3 


you  don’t  want  to  miss.  Come  and 
receive  a  beautiful  word  that  may  touch 
your  life. 

Pastor  Hadley  R.  Edwards,  the 
anniversary  committee  and  Bethany 
members  are  inviting  all  United 
Methodist  Churches  of  the  New  Orleans 


District  to  attend  our  anniversary  serv¬ 
ice.  It  will  be  a  most  uplfiting  experience 
you  will  not  forget.  Bethany  United 
Methodist  Church  is  located  in  New 
Orleans  at  4533  Mendez  Street  in 
Pontchartrain  Park.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  please  call  the  church  at  282-7238. 


A  Rare  Exhibition  of  Spain's  m 
Religious  Art  Antiquities  and  Icons 


Witness  divine  inspiration 


Divine  inspiration  surely  guided  the  hands  of  Coya,  El  Greco,  and  Murillo  to  create 
some  of  the  world's  most  precious  art.  The  Heart  of  Spain  captures  more  than  two 
thousand  years  of  Spain's  many  religions  and  expressions  of  heavenly  worship  in 
a  single,  historic  event.  Once— and  only  once— will  you  have  the  opportunity  to 
experience  these  artworks  before  they  return  to  their  homes  in  monasteries,  palaces 
and  museums  across  Spain.  Make  plans  now  to  witness  The  Heart  of  Spam. 


SEPTEMBER  1  -  NOVEMBER  30 

Alexandria  Museum  of  Art 


Ticketmaster"1  318  484-9714  ♦  Croup  Dates  Available  866  456-7556 
Tour  Information  800  551-9546  ♦  HeartOfSpain.com 


Things  always  end  up 

COSTING  MORF  THAN 


you  thought  they  would. 

Loans  can  help  your  church  focus  on  ministry  rather 

than  the  ebbs  and  flows  of  tithes  and  gifts.  The  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  provides  loans  to 
creditworthy  churches  and  agencies  in  our  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference: 

•  Secured  by  real  estate  or  Foundation  deposits 

•  No  closing  costs 

•  Competitive  interest  rates 

•  Simple  application  with  prompt  turn-around 

•  Up  to  15  year  payment  plans 


We're  here  when  you  need  us. 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 


- of  Louisiana - 

8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70809 
225. 346.1535  •  800.256.9317  •  www.umf.org 


La.  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth 

"People  everywhere  are  the  church,  not  just  those  of  us  in  United  Methodism  or 
other  denominations,"  said  Richard  Bushnell,  executive  director  for  the  La. 
Conference  Center. The  Center,  which  is  six  years  old,  is  already  reaching  deeply 
into  civic  and  business  communities.  Aside  from  the  regular  meetings  and  retreats 
for  groups  within  The  United  Methodist  Church,  the  Center  has  hosted  groups  like 
Rapides  Regional  Medical  Center, The  La.  Women's  Caucus,  and  the  La.  State 
Paralegal  Association.  Centrally  located  for  conference-wide  meetings,  member  of 
United  Methodist  Women,  United  Methodist  Men, The  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  La.,  the  Cabinet  and  all  boards  and  agencies  are  frequently  spotted 
doing  the  work  of  the  Conference  in  a  comfortable,  relaxed  and  spiritual  atmos¬ 
phere.  Photo  by  Betty  Backstrom. 


Ask  and  you  shall  receive! 

If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness  in 
Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La.NOW!  and  you 
will  receive  it.  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass  the  form  along 
to  a  friend  and  spread  the  Good  News! 

Name _ _ _ _ 

Address _ _ _ 

Telephone _ 

Church _ _ _ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for 

□  $15  (One  year) 

□  $25  (Two  years) 

Please  mail  to:  Subscriptions,  La.NOW!,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802 
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Apportionment  dollars  fund  the  success  stories  of  Spiritual  Formation 


Cherri  Johnson,  a  certified  spiritual  director,  leads  a  study  group  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Johnson  finds  important  mentoring 
in  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership 


Cherri  Johnson  knew  that  God 
was  leading  her  in  a  new  spiritual 
direction.  She  began  looking  for  a 
program  to  assist  her  in  her  journey, 
and  eventually.  The  Academy  for 
Spiritual  Leadership  provided  their 
first  spiritual  direction  program  in 
1999.  Cherri  immediately  signed  up. 

“The  class  provided  the  sacred 
ground  that  I  needed  for  discern¬ 
ment,  companioning  and  guidance. 
I  found  there  a  safe  haven  through 
which  I  was  able  to  explore  myself 
and  my  deepening  relationship  with 
God. 

“The  Academy  provided  spiritual 
mentoring,  companionship,  tools 
and  resources  to  strengthen  my  per¬ 


sonal  ministry — a  rock  on  which  I 
was  able  to  build  a  new  foundation,” 
said  Johnson. 

She  eventually  participated  in 
Track  Four,  and  became  a  Certified 
Spiritual  Director.  In  2004,  Johnson 
will  join  staff  of  The  Academy  and 
will  help  teach  the  spiritual  direction 
program. 

Johnson  is  currently  serving  a 
part-time  position  as  the  Director  of 
Spiritual  Formation  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  “I 
feel  that  God  has  been  preparing  me 
for  this  position.  Everything  fell  in 
place  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  I  look 
forward  to  watching  this  ministry 
unfold.” 


Murtishaw  visits  Africa  after  academy 


When  the  phone  rings  at  Ingleside 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge,  it  is  likely  that  Loraine  Murtishaw 
will  answer. 

A  volunteer  and  member  of  the 
church  for  over  six  years,  Murtishaw 
decided  to  attend  The  Academy  for 
Spiritual  Leadership  upon  the  encour¬ 
agement  of  a  fellow  church  member. 

“Each  of  the  four  retreats  hosted  a 
different  speaker.  They  shared  so  much 
good  information,  I  walked  away  feeling 
much  better  about  myself  and  my  ability 
to  give.  I  had  a  sense  of  affirmation,  and 
developed  more  confidence  to  go  forth 
to  do  God’s  work,”  said  Murtishaw. 

She  admits  that  she  had  never  been 
interested  in  mission  work.  Her  view¬ 
point  began  to  change  when  the  first 
speaker  she  heard  was  from  Kenya. 

Dr.  Grace  Imathiu,  a  United 
Methodist  minister,  talked  about  her 
home  church  in  Africa  and  talked  about 
a  mission  trip  that  was  going  to  help  out. 

“When  Grace  talked  about  the 


orphans  whose  parents  had  died  from 
AIDS,  it  pulled  at  my  heartstrings.  I  felt  a 
yearning  to  go,  but  I  didn’t  have  the 
resources  to  fund  my  trip  and  frankly,  I 
thought  maybe  I  shouldn’t  go  at  my 
age,”  said  Murtishaw. 

The  then  60-year-old  was  over¬ 
whelmed  by  the  financial  help  she 
received  from  her  church.  The  folks 
from  Ingleside  hosted  a  dinner  and  a 
labyrinth  walk  to  raise  money  for 
Loraine’s  trip.  “My  grandchildren  even 
did  a  car  wash.  My  going  on  the  trip  had 
to  be  God’s  will.  He  made  it  happen,” 
she  said. 

When  Murtishaw  made  the  mission 
to  Kenya  with  five  others  from  the 
United  States,  she  was  able  to  present  a 
check  from  The  Academy  to  a  polytech 
school  in  Africa  that  had  no  electricity. 
The  group  also  visited  an  orphanage  and 
taught  Vacation  Bible  School. 

Loraine  would  like  to  go  back. 

"There’s  a  lot  of  work  left  to  be  done.  The 
people  of  Kenya  need  so  much.” 


Rev.  Yvonne  Dayries,  associate  pastor  at  Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans,  leads  a  recent  Sunday  School  class.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Dayries  hears  call  at  Discerner's 


Rev.  Yvonne  Dayries,  associate 
pastor  at  Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans,  is  a  local 
pastor  completing  her  course  of 
study  at  Millsaps  in  Jackson,  Miss. 

“I  was  a  career  woman  for  32 
years,  working  with  the  Social 
Security  Administration.  My  job  sent 
me  to  New  Mexico,  and  I  had  an 
opportunity  to  work  with  the 
Navajos.  I  spent  a  lot  of  time  in 
prayer  there,  feeling  a  nudge  toward 
the  ministry  that  1  had  felt  years 
before  at  a  spiritual  gathering  in 
Baton  Rouge,”  she  said. 

Dayries  attended  the  first 


Discerner’s  Academy  offered  by  the 
Spiritual  Formation  program  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

"It  was  as  plain  as  day  that  the 
calling  was  there.  The  Discerner’s 
Academy  took  away  any  doubt  I  had 
about  my  decision  to  join  the  clergy,” 
said  Dayries. 

"The  Discerner’s  Academy  was 
there  as  an  instrument.  It  provides 
you  with  all  the  information  you 
need  to  make  the  right  decision.  Had 
the  Academy  been  available  years 
ago,  I  might  have  been  in  ministry 
over  eight  years  ago  when  I  first  felt 
the  calling.” 


Loraine  Murtishaw,  above  at  left, 
stands  with  members  of  her  group 
visiting  Kenya.  Right,  homeless 
children,  most  if  not  all  of  whose 
parents  died  of  AIDS,  take  in  their 
daily  meal  offered  by  the  Kaaga 
Children's  Home,  already  filled  to 
capacity  with  other  children. 
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Proposal  for  alignment  of  new  seven  districts  outlined 


The  proposal  for  the  alignment  of  the 
new  seven  districts  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference  appears  in  this  issue  on 
pages  four  and  five.  The  result  of  many 
hours  of  discussion  and  planning  by  the 
Appointive  Cabinet,  the  proposed  plan 


was  affirmed  by  the  Conference  Ministry 
Team  at  a  meeting  held  at  the 
Conference  Center  on  Oct.  10. 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  writes 
about  the  proposal  in  his  column  "On 
the  Journey”  (p.  2),  offering  his  insights 


into  the  process  and  the  redistricting 
plan.  A  schedule  for  Redistricting 
Listening  Posts,  designed  to  give  United 
Methodists  in  all  nine  districts  a  forum 
for  comments  and  suggestions,  is  also 
provided  in  this  issue. 


Don't  forget 
to  register! 

Junior  High  Retreat 

Oct.  31 -Nov.  2 
(deadline  Oct.  22) 

Nov.  7-Nov.  9 
(deadline  Oct.  29) 

$75  per  person 

For  more  information,  contact 
Conference  Youth  Ministries  at 
(225)  346-1646. 


The  Good 
Samaritan  Offering 

Please  remember  to 
give  generously 
Sunday,  Oct.  26. 


On  the  Journey  /2 

Proposed  seven  new 
districts  outlined  /6-7 


Church  shows 
appreciation  /8 


■  Baton  Rouge 
District  /  4 

■  Lake  Charles 
District  /  5 

■  Monroe 
District  /  8 


The  Young  and  Restless 


Louisiana  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries  President  Jassoni  Young,  above  left  at  right,  pictured  with  Brittany  Strozier, 
believes  that  the  organization  provides  youth  with  an  important  foundation  and  constructive  guidance  during  difficult  years  of 
their  lives.  Top  left:  Madeleine  Patrick,  left,  and  Sarah  Mangham  joined  other  youth,  above  right,  for  a  recent  afternoon  of  games 
and  fellowship  on  the  parade  grounds  at  LSU  in  Baton  Rouge.  Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis,  except  above  left  by  Tom  Dolph. 


Youth  Ministries  serves  Conference's  young 

BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 


Youth  programs  help  us  grow  and 
develop  at  a  time  in  our  lives  when  we 
are  vulnerable,”  said  Jassoni  Young  at 
the  recently  held  Conference-wide 


Fall  Convocation.  Young,  a  senior  at 
Bolton  High  School  in  Alexandria, 
serves  as  the  president  of  the  L.a. 
Conference  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries. 

This  vibrant  teenager,  who  plans  to 


at  critical  time  of  life 

major  in  chemical  engineering,  also 
serves  as  president  of  her  youth  group 
at  Newman  United  Methodist 
Church,  where  she  volunteers  as  a 

See  Youth,  page  2 


Foundation  presents  awards  at  annual 


Patsy  Barnes,  Richard  and  Nancy  See, 
and  Dude  and  Genny  Middlebrooks 
were  presented  the  inaugural  President’s 
Award  for  Leadership,  respectively,  at 
United  Methodist  Legacies  of  Louisiana 
dinners  held  in  Baton  Rouge,  Lake 


Charles  and  Shreveport  during 
September  and  early  October. 

“The  events  provided  an  opportunity 
to  thank  dedicated  volunteers  and 
donors,  and  to  showcase  the  various 
agencies  of  the  Conference.  This  new 


'Legacies'  dinners 

approach  is  part  of  Bishop  Hutchinson’s 
plan  to  bring  more  exposure  to  church 
agencies  and  the  important  work  that 
they  do,”  said  Michael  Reeves,  president 

See  Legacies,  page  3 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Seven  New  Districts 


This  past  Annual  Conference  was  a 
time  of  positioning  ourselves  for  the 
future  in  Louisiana.  We  passed  some 
landmark  legislation  that  will  enable 
us  to  be  more  responsive  to  the  chang¬ 
ing  times  we  are  in  and  will  make  us 
more  efficient  in  how  we  respond. 
Tomorrow,  and  our  role  in  it  as  a  com¬ 
munity  of  faith,  looks  bright  indeed. 

As  all  of  you  know,  there  was  a  pro¬ 
posal  last  year  at  the  Annual 
Conference  that  we  reduce  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Districts  from  nine  to  seven. 

That  proposal  came  as  a  result  of  a 
year  long  study  that  was  authorized  by 
the  Conference  session  of  2002.  It  also 
came  from  a  desire  to  make  our  func¬ 
tioning  as  a  Conference  more  cost  effi¬ 
cient,  more  time  efficient,  and  more 
labor  efficient. 

As  a  result  of  the  Annual 
Conferences  overwhelming  support  of 
the  proposal,  I  and  the  Appointive 
Cabinet,  along  with  Rev.  Carl  Rhoads, 
Executive  Director  of  Administrative 
Services/Treasurer  have  worked  many 
hours  in  looking  at  the  current  District 
lines  and  in  malting  suggestions  con¬ 
cerning  future  alignment.  We  have 
reached  a  plan  we  believe  to  be  work¬ 
able  and  strengthening  to  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  This  plan  was 
shared  with  the  Conference  Ministry 
Team  on  October  10  and  it  has 
received  their  approval  as  well. 

The  new  plan  is  now  ready  to  be 
taken  to  every  District  for  a  time  of 
presentation,  listening  and  further 
refinement  if  necessary.  The  schedule 
for  these  listening  posts  is  included  at 
the  right  of  my  column  and  also  will  be 
distributed  from  your  District  office  as 
to  your  particular  time  and  place.  I 
encourage  as  many  of  you  as  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  how  the  new  District  lines  will 
be  arranged  to  be  present  for  these  lis¬ 
tening  posts. 

It  was  not  our  intent  when  we  drew 
these  new  configurations  to  try  and 
make  every  District  equal  as  far  as  the 
number  of  churches  per  District. 
However,  it  was  our  intent  to  make 
every  District  viable  and  strong. 
Consequendy  we  have  looked  at  the 
total  financial  giving  of  churches  in  an 
area,  at  the  total  number  of  members 
reported,  and  at  the  distances  neces¬ 
sary  to  travel  within  a  proposed 
District.  As  a  result,  some  new 
Districts  will  have  many  more  church¬ 
es  than  is  currently  the  case.  Others 
will  see  the  addition  of  only  a  few 


churches. 

However,  in  every 
situation,  the  pro¬ 
posed  District  lines 
allow  for  a  strong 
District  structure 
and  make  it  possi¬ 
ble  for  the  District 
Superintendent  to 
travel  to  the 
churches  in  a  rea¬ 
sonable  amount  of 
time  from  their 
offices. 

There  also  has  been  great  discus¬ 
sion  about  renaming  the  Districts  so 
that  no  existing  names  would  be  car¬ 
ried  over  and  every  area  would  have  a 
new  start.  However,  after  considerable 
discussion,  it  is  our  suggestion  that  we 
retain  the  place  names.  These  names 
are  reflective  of  our  history  as  a 
Conference  and  are  already  used  in  all 
our  legal  papers  and  incorporation 
documents.  Consequendy,  we  are  sug¬ 
gesting  the  names  of  Shreveport, 
Monroe,  Alexandria,  Lake  Charles, 
Acadiana,  Baton  Rouge,  and  New 
Orleans  be  used  as  we  move  into  the 
future. 

We  believe  the  proposed  align¬ 
ments  will  strengthen  our  Conference 
and  will  allow  us  to  move  ahead  for 
tomorrow.  Every  Superintendent 
believes,  as  do  I,  that  these  are  work¬ 
able  lines  that  will  allow  every  District 
to  be  a  strong  force  for  Jesus  Christ. 

We  hope  you  will  believe  our  recom¬ 
mendation  has  wisdom  and  will  be  the 
new  beginning  we  need  as  we  move 
forward. 

If  you  have  comments  about  this 
proposal,  please  get  them  to  your 
District  Superintendent  as  soon  as 
possible.  We  want  your  insights.  We 
also  want  your  enthusiastic  affirma¬ 
tion  that  will  enable  us  to  walk  togeth¬ 
er  into  tomorrow  as  a  unified 
Conference  determined  to  achieve 
that  which  we  have  said  is  our  mission 
-  to  make  Disciples  for  Jesus  Christ 
and  to  raise  up  spiritual  leaders. 

It’s  personally  joyful  to  share  this 
journey  with  you.  I  believe  God  has  us 
on  an  exciting  highway! 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fell 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 

UNITED  METHODIST  When  is  the  last  time 
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liturgist  and  a  liturgical  dancer  for  wor¬ 
ship  services. 

“I  can  definitely  say  that  participating 
in  a  United  Methodist  youth  program 
provides  a  foundation  for  teens,  and 
gives  constructive  guidance  during  years 
when  life  can  be  very  confusing.  Not 
everyone  has  strong  role  models,  and  for 
those  that  are  looking,  they  can  be  found 
in  a  youth  program,”  added  Young. 

Being  an  only  child,  she  also  cherish¬ 
es  the  strong  bonds  developed  with 
friends  she  has  made  at  her  church,  and 
around  the  Conference. 

Tom  Dolph,  Conference  Director  of 
Youth  Ministries,  echoes  Jassoni’s  senti¬ 
ments.  “Our  program  gives  the  youth  of 
Louisiana  a  chance  to  serve  God  as  they 
serve  each  other.  We  try  to  nurture  the 
faith  lives  of  youth  in  a  way  that  teaches 


discipleship,  compassion  and  leader¬ 
ship.  We  don’t  ‘put  off  till  tomorrow’  rec¬ 
ognizing  youth’s  special  needs  as  soul- 
journers  nor  the  wonderful  strengths 
and  gifts  that  they  can  bring  to  the 
church  in  this  very  moment,”  he  said. 

Fall  Convocation,  Junior  High 
retreats,  Senior  High  retreats,  DCYM 
training  and  Annual  Conference  are  just 
some  of  the  opportunities  available  to 
youth  at  the  Conference  level. 

“We  are  very  proud  of  the  leadership 
that  the  CCYM  gives  to  our  program;  it  is 
exciting  to  see  the  growth  that  has  taken 
place  in  youth  programs  throughout  the 
Conference.  I  am  always  available  to 
churches  who  need  some  assistance  in 
the  area  of  ministering  to  youth,  so  I 
look  forward  to  hearing  from  our 
churches,”  said  Dolph. 


Redistricting  Listening  Posts  scheduled 


Redistricting  Listening  Posts  have 
been  scheduled  over  the  next  month  in 
each  of  the  nine  districts,  affording 
United  Methodists  an  opportunity  to 
respond  to  the  proposed  realignment, 
which  is  published  on  pages  four  and 
five  of  this  issue  of  Louisiana  Now! 

The  schedule  for  the  district  meetings 
is  as  follows: 

Acadiana,  Nov.  3,  6:30  p.m., 

Immanuel  UMC,  Lafayette  and  Nov.  5, 
6:30  p.m.,  First  UMC,  Thibodaux; 


Alexandria,  Nov.  4,  6:30  p.m.,  First  UMC, 
Pineville;  Baton  Rouge,  Nov.  2,  3  p.m., 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge;  Lake 
Charles,  Nov.  5,  6:30  p.m.,  First  UMC, 
Lake  Charles;  Monroe,  Nov.  10, 

6:30  p.m.,  Rayville  UMC,  Rayville;  New 
Orleans,  Nov.  16,  3  p.m.,  Bethany  UMC, 
New  Orleans:  North  Shore,  Nov.  6, 

7  p.m.,  First  UMC,  Hammond;  Ruston, 
Oct.  30,  7  p.m.,  Grace  UMC,  Ruston;  and 
Shreveport,  Nov.  6,  7  p.m.,  St.  Luke’s 
UMC,  Shreveport. 


You  are  cordially  invited 
to  an  Open  House  and  Dedication  of  the 

United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana’s  New  Home 

Sunday,  November  9, 2003 
3-5  p.m.  Dedication  Service  at  4  p.m. 

8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70809 
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Patsy  Barnes  is  presented  the  President's  Award  for  Leadership  at  the  United 
Methodist  Legacies  dinner  Sept.  1 8,  in  Baton  Rouge,  top.  Barnes  is  pictured  with 
Michael  Reeves  and  Ken  Reed  of  the  UM  Foundation  of  Louisiana.  Above,  a  group 
from  Bethany  UMC  in  New  Orleans  enjoys  the  evening.  Photos  by  Betty  Backstrom 


Legacies, 


from  page  7 


and  CEO  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana. 

Five  former  Foundation  board 
members  were  memorialized  at  each 
of  the  banquets,  in  recognition  of 
their  years  of  dedication  and  service. 
They  included  Mary  Edna  Brossette, 
Clyde  Clark,  Leroy  Crump,  Cam 
Leach  and  John  Porter. 

Also  recognized  at  the  three  din¬ 
ners  were  members  of  the  Founder’s 
Society,  which  are  individuals  and 
families  which  have  established  per¬ 
manent  endowments  and/or  addi¬ 
tions  to  gifts  with  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation.  They  include 
Ted  Bomba,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Carrell, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wayne  Clark,  Louise 
Conner,  Anita  Crump  and  the  late 
Leroy  Crump,  Margaret  Fiandt,  Jerry 
Fischer,  Marie  Gober,  Joyce  Hannibal, 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Harrison,  the  late 
Vera  Lee  Hedges,  Anthony  Heitz,  the 
late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Hunter,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  J.  A.  McDaniel,  Margaret 
Milnor,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Moser, 
Nelia  Myrhaugen,  Dr.  Robert  Reich, 
Dianne  Rhoads,  Cpt.  Walter  Strong, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Walker  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gerald  Wilcox. 

Those  in  attendance  at  the  dinners 


held  at  the  Camelot  Club  in  Baton 
Rouge,  the  Pioneer  Club  in  Lake 
Charles  and  the  Shreveport  Club  in 
Shreveport  were  inspired  by  the  sto¬ 
ries  behind  the  various  endowments 
and  gift  annuities.  The  focus  of  the 
endowment  established  by  Leroy  and 
Anita  Crump  is  maintenance  for 
Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans,  along  with  provision  of 
future  scholarships  for  its  young  peo¬ 
ple  entering  the  field  of  education. 

Jerry  Fischer,  through  his  gifts,  has 
provided  a  permanent  source  of 
funding  to  assist  in  providing  clergy 
leadership  for  Iota  UMC.  Dr.  Robert 
Reich,  through  another  endowment, 
has  ensured  perpetual  care  for  the 
landscaping  that  graces  University 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge.  Through  a  gift 
annuity,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilcox  have 
provided  a  continual  food  and  hous¬ 
ing  ministry  that  will  help  those  in 
need  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Plans  were  announced  for  an  open 
house  and  dedication  for  the  new 
Foundation  offices,  located  at  8337 
Jefferson  Highway  in  Baton  Rouge,  to 
be  held  Sunday,  Nov.  9,  from  3-5  p.m. 
The  dedication  service  is  slated  for 
4  p.m. 


2003  SCHEDULE  HIGHLIGHTS 
W.T.  HANDY  CONVOCATION 

DILLARD  UNIVERSITY,  NEW  ORLEANS 
Nov.  14-15, 2003 
To  register,  call  (225)  664-7979 

FRIDAY,  Nov.  14 

I  -7  p.m.  Registration  Cook  Center/Lawless  Chapel 
1:30  p.m.  Bus/Van  leaves  hotel  for  Dillard  University 

2-4  p.m.  Conflict  and  the  Local  Church— Dr.  Craig  Gilliam 
Clergy  Taxes-Ms.  Idalene  Williams,  CPA,  MBA,  Ph.D.  Candidate 
3:30  p.m.  Bus/van  leaves  hotel  for  Dillard's  Cook  Center 

4- 5:45  p.m.  Pre-Convocation  Workshop 

Computers  in  the  Church  -Cook  Center  or  Mobile  van-Mr.  David  West 
5  p.m.  Registration,  Dillard's  Cook  Center 

5- 6:45  p.m  Workshops,  Dillard's  Cook  Center 
Conflict  and  the  Local  Church — Dr.  Craig  Gilliam 

Clergy  Taxes — Ms.  Idalene  Williams,  CPA,  MBA,  Ph.D.  Candidate 

Visioning  in  Your  Local  Church  -Dr.  Michael  Dash 

7-11  p.m.  Youth  Component,  Holiday  Inn  Superdome 

7-8:30  p.m.  Plenary  I:  Worship  Service,  Lawless  Chapel 

Preacher:  Dr.  McCallister  Hollins,  Senior  Pastor,  Ben  Hill  UMC,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

SATURDAY,  Nov.  1 5, 2003 

6:30  a.m.  Clergy  Breakfast  with  Bishop  William  Hutchinson-Holiday  Inn  Superdome 

8:45-9:30  a.m.  Plenary  II:  Worship  Lawless  Chapel 

Preacher:  Dr.  McCallister  Hollins,  Senior  Pastor,  Ben  Hill  UMC,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

9:30  a.m. -12:45p.m.  Youth  Component  Cook  Building  Center 
9:45-1 1:00  a.m.  Workshops  Cook  Building  Center 
Conflict  and  the  Local  Church  -Dr.  Craig  Gilliam 
Visioning  in  Your  Local  Church  -Dr.  Michael  Dash 
Shalom  Zone  Ministry — Rev.  Jackie  Harewood 

II  a.m.  -1 2:1 5  p.m.  Plenary  III  "Charting  Our  Church's  Future" 

Cokesbury's  New  Initiative — Rev.  Fred  Allen 

La.  African  American  Church  Status:  An  Endangered  Prophetic  Species — Dr.  Alonzo  Campbell 
1  -3  p.m.  Plenary  IV  Worship  Lawless  Chapel 
Closing  Worship  Celebration 

Preacher:  Bishop  William  Hutchinson,  La.  Area  Resident  Bishop 


Show  you  care! 

Give  to  the  Churchwide  Appeal 
for  USA  Domestic  Disasters 

UMCOR  Advance  No.  901670 

“They  just  want  to  know 
somebody  cares,”  says  one 
pastor  whose  congregation  was 
hard  hit  by  Hurricane  Isabel. 

Recent  storms  have  struck  many 
areas  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  (UMCOR)  is  responding 
with  partners  in  annual  confer¬ 
ences.  However,  much  remains 
to  be  done. 

You  can  show  you  care  by 
giving  to  the  Churchwide 
Appeal  for  USA  Domestic 
Disasters,  UMCOR  Advance 
No.  901 670.  Your  gift  will  enable 
continued  assistance  such  as  emergency  cleanup,  reconstruction  and 
long-term  recovery. 

Please  take  a  special  offering  October  19 — or  another  Sunday  in  late 
October  or  early  November.  Remember:  100  percent  of  your  Advance 
gift  will  go  to  the  ministry  you  choose! 

UMCOR,  (800)  554-8583 
http://gbgm-umc.org/umcor 
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Bake-Off 

On  Sunday,  Oct.  5,  University  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge 
held  it's  Third  Annual  Bake-off 
Auction  in  order  to  raise  money  for 
youth  ministries  at  the  church.  This 
year  they  raised  more  than  $1 ,500 
by  auctioning  off  baked  goods  pro¬ 
vided  by  members  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  The  baked  goods  were  also 
judged  by  parents  and  teens  accord¬ 
ing  to  taste,  appearance,  and  origi¬ 
nality.  This  year's  grand  prize  win¬ 
ner  was  Cindy  Hodges  with  her 
Amaretto  Bread  Pudding,  pictured 
at  right  with  Bobby  Fahey. 
A  bake-off  auction  is  a  great  way 
for  your  congregation  to  enjoy  food 
and  fellowship  as  well  as  raise 
money  for  a  special  mission  or  proj¬ 
ect.  If  you  want  to  know  more  about 
starting  a  bake-off  auction  at  your 
home  church,  contact  Matt  Rawle, 
mrawle2000@yahoo.com, 
344-0343,  or  check 
our  website  for  details, 
www.universitymethodist.org. 


St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ethel  continues  to  live  out  its  mission  to  be 
"The  Church  Where  God's  Love  is  Shared"  through  its  Food  and  Fellowship 
Ministry.  In  the  past  four  years,  the  church  has  prepared  and  delivered  4,200  hot 
meals  in  the  community,  top.  Above,  65  youth  and  22  adults  attended  Vacation 
Bible  School  with  the  theme  "Lighthouse  Kids,  Shining  Gods  Light,"  under  the 
leadership  of  Pastor  S.  Charles  Byrd  and  VBS  Director  Emma  Sanders. 
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VBS  at  Neely  UMC 

The  command  of  Jesus  to  "Go 
ye  therefore"  took  on  real 
meaning  at  Neely  United 
Methodist  Church  during 
Vacation  Bible  School.The 
members  decided  to  go 
beyond  the  traditional  idea  of 
inviting  people  to  come  to  the 
church.  Instead,  classes  were 
held  at  the  church  and  at  the 
Roosevelt  Housing  Complex 
several  blocks  away. 
Understanding  that  some  indi¬ 
viduals  for  one  reason  or 
another  simply  will  not  come 
to  the  church,  time,  talents  and 
resources  were  invested  in 
going  to  where  the  people 
were. There  was  a  lot  of  learn¬ 
ing  and  excitement  at  both 
VBS  sites,  said  Rev.  Arnold  V. 
Brown,  pastor  at  Neely.  In  fact, 
at  the  housing  complex,  chil¬ 
dren  daily  stood  outside  wait¬ 
ing  for  VBS  to  begin.  As  a  result 
of  this  new  ministry,  several 
others  have  become  possible, 
Brown  said. 


Summer  lay  speaking  retreat  a  success 


“Laity  Moving  and  Stirring-Up  Gifts 
Through  the  Anointing”  was  the  theme 
of  the  Baton  Rouge  District’s  Annual 
Summer  Lay  Speaking  Ministries  Retreat. 

The  retreat  was  held  at  University 
UMC  on  Aug.  9.  The  gathering  began 
with  a  devotional  period  during  which 
Willie  Stone  gave  the  morning  prayer  and 
Debra  Anderson  offered  a  short  medita¬ 
tion  entitled,  “Living  By  The  Spirit.” 

Rev.  Elaine  C.  Smith,  Camphor 
Memorial  UMC,  led  the  first  session, 
“Sharing  The  Good  News  through 
Scripture  and  Prayer.”  Rev.  Elizabeth 
Wyatt,  St.  John’s  UMC,  led  the  second 
session,  “Ministering  Gifts  Properly  for 


the  Complete  Operation  of  the  Body  of 
Christ.”  Rev.  Ernest  Eugene  Rives, 
University  UMC,  led  the  third  session 
“Shining  Lights  of  the  World:  Doing  All 
Things  in  Christ’s  Name.”  Rives  also  pro¬ 
vided  God’s  words  of  wisdom  and  Holy 
Communion. 

The  sessions  provided  opportunity 
for  soul-searching,  valuable  insight  and 
information.  Total  participation  includ¬ 
ed  35  adults  and  youth.  Laity  and  clergy 
from  New  Orleans  and  Acadiana 
Districts  were  in  attendance.  Rev. 
Emmett  Collins,  St  James-Briggs-Mt. 
Zion  in  Acadiana  District,  offered  the 
closing  blessing  and  dismissal. 


Hope  Community  UMC  holds  first  baptisms 


New  beginnings  were  celebrated  as 
Hope  Community  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  held  their  first  bap 
tismal  service  on  July  20. 

Three  candidates,  Terri  Lynn  Drake, 
Reco  Dillion,  and  Diamante  T.  Dents, 
were  baptized  using  two  of  the  three 


modes.  The  children,  are  already 
singing  God’s  praises  in  the  Children 
and  Youth  Choir  and  they  are  serving  as 
acolytes. 

Pastor  H.  Louis  Jones’  sermon  was 
entitled  “Baptism  101:  The  Lecture,” 
from  Matthew  3:1 1-17. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  Baton  Rouge  District  Communication  Advisor: 

Lyn  Sheehan 
RO.  Box  250 
Jackson,  LA  70748 

(225)  634-7408  e-mail:  lyn_sheehan@hotmail.com 
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"Loving  Our  Neighbor:"  District  comes 
together  to  aid  family  in  time  of  need 


BY  ERICH  MANSELL 
AND  REV.  LISA  TURNBULL 

Jesus  said:  "And  you  shall  love  the 
Lord  your  God  with  all  your  heart,  with 
all  your  soul,  with  all  your  mind,  and 
with  all  your  strength.”  This  is  the  first 
commandment.  And  the  second,  like  it, 
is  this:  “You  shall  love  your  neighbor  as 
yourself.’  There  is  no  other  command¬ 
ment  greater  than  these.”  Mark  12:30-31. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
noted  for  its  love  of  neighbors  world¬ 
wide.  We  routinely  donate  millions  of 
dollars  to  thousands  of  projects  that 
span  the  globe.  Volunteer  man-hours 
are  poured  into  these  worthy  causes 
where  people  commit  their  entire  lives 
to  helping  out  the  poor,  the  lame,  and 
the  downtrodden. 

It  is  good  that  we  are  generous  to 
diese  neighbors.  However  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  our  projects  lie  in  the  jungles  of 
Honduras,  the  torn  battlefields  of 
Kosovo,  or  disaster  relief  in  the  states. 
Sometimes,  we  don’t  think  of  people  liv¬ 
ing  next  door  as  those  that  need  our 
love.  After  all,  we  live  in  the  greatest 
country  in  the  world  where  freedom 
rings  it’s  bell  each  and  every  day.  Yet  in 
this  great  country,  right  in  your  backyard 
of  the  Lake  Charles  District,  we  have 
people  that  live  in  horrible  conditions. 
Right  now  we  have  a  member  of  one  of 
our  own  congregations  whose  living 
conditions  are  worse  than  most  Third 
World  countries. 

This  member  came  to  her  pastor  last 
Spring  asking  if  there  were  any  youth 
mission  teams  who  could  patch  her 
roof.  The  pastor  contacted  the  Lake 
Charles  District  Missioner,  Leslie 
Mansell,  to  find  out  if  there  were  any  in 
the  area.  While  there  was  a  youth  mis¬ 
sion  weekend  coming  up,  projects  had 
already  been  selected,  so  Mansell  began 
to  look  in  other  areas  of  the  district.  The 
Henning  United  Methodist  Men  are 
known  for  their  mission  work  and  they 
were  called  in.  But  as  the  group 


assessed  the  house,  it  was  determined 
that  simply  repairing  the  roof  was  not  an 
option.  The  house,  they  realized,  need¬ 
ed  to  be  condemned  and  replaced.  The 
roof  was  severely  damaged  with  four  of 
the  six  rooms  leaking;  the  floor  joists 
were  compromised  and  the  children 
complained  about  routinely  killing  corn 
snakes  that  entered  through  the  bed¬ 
room  floors;  and  the  septic  system  did 
not  work-raw  sewage  was  flowing  open¬ 
ly  out  to  the  drainage  ditch  in  the  yard. 

Because  of  the  magnitude  of  this 
project,  die  Henning  UMM  and  the 
member’s  pastor  turned  to  the  entire 
district  for  help.  A  fund  was  set  up 
through  the  district  office  entided  “Love 
My  Neighbor”,  and  requests  went  out  to 
each  pastor  and  UMM  president  for 
financial  donations  as  well  as  donations 
of  items,  time  and  service. 

The  Lake  Charles  District  has  pulled 
together  to  help  this  family.  The  Love  My 
Neighbor  fund  has  received  over  $8,000 
from  12  churches  and  money  is  still 
pouring  in.  These  churches  range  from 
small  rural  to  large  city  congregations 
each  giving  significant  amounts.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  funds  donated,  a  mobile 
home  in  excellent  condition  has  been 
given  to  the  project  for  the  family.  The 
funds  will  now  be  used  to  transport  the 
home,  set  it  up,  get  a  new  septic  system, 
and  build  a  storage  shed.  Professional 
services  are  being  provided  at  cost. 

Other  items  which  have  been  donat¬ 
ed  include  a  $500  Wal-Mart  card,  beds, 
living  room  furniture,  table  and  chairs,  a 
refrigerator,  and  free  access  to  a  church 
donation  center.  God  is  at  work  in  the 
Lake  Charles  District  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church! 

This  is  one  United  Methodist  family 
that  thanks  God  for  our  connectional- 
ism.  Donations  to  this  project  can  be 
made  with  checks  to  the  Lake  Charles 
District,  putting  “Love  My  Neighbor”  in 
the  memo  and  mailing  to  816  Kirkman 
St.,  Lake  Charles,  LA  70601. 


Camp  Director 

Full-time,  Year-round,  Christ-centered  Camp  Director  sought  for  Uskichitto  United 
Methodist  Retreat  Center  in  LeBlanc,  Louisiana.  This  1 20-acre,  87  bed,  1 6  RV  full  hook-up 
facility  is  adjacent  to  the  Whiskey  Chitto  River  an  hour  north  of  Lake  Charles.  Ministries 
include  children  and  youth  summer  camps, family  camps,  small  group  retreats,  ropes 
course,  and  monthly  fish  fry.  Applicant  must  be  able  to  live  and  articulate  his/her 
Christian  faith  and  have  proven  administrative,  programming,  training/supervision  of 
staff  &  volunteers,  marketing  and  resident  site  director  experience.  Salary  is  commensu¬ 
rate  with  education,  certifications,  and  experience.  Full  health  benefits,  retirement  pack¬ 
age,  and  comfortable,  on  site  housing  provided.  For  more  information,  please  see  the 
camp  website,  http://www.gbgm-umc.org/uskichitto.  Send  cover  letter  of  application, 
resume  and  statement  of  faith  to  Rev.  Lisa  Turnbull,  personnel  committee  chair,  at 
squyresumc@centurytel.net  or  PO  Box  46,  Ragley,  LA  70657  by  November  1, 2003.  Start 
Date:  January  1 , 2004.  For  more  information  please  email  the  above  address. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  Lake  Charles  District  Communication  Advisor: 


Rev.  LisaTtimbull 
RO.  Box  46 
Ragley,  LA  70657 

(337)  725-6146  e-mail:  revlisa@hotmail.com 


Catfish  Wednesdays  at  Uskichitto 

"Catfish  &  Fellowship  Wednesday"  has  been  a  successful  ministry  for  Uskichitto 
Retreat  Center  said  Sammie  King,  director  of  the  Retreat  Center.  Every  second 
Wednesday  of  the  month,  folks  are  invited  to  join  Uskichitto  for  a  catfish  meal 
and  entertainment.  Oct.  8  was  especially  enjoyable  with  the  ministry  of  "Acts 
29."  Jack  and  Sally  Hollingsworth  hail  from  Panama  City,  Fla. Their  ministry  is  to 
renew  a  sense  of  urgency  to  be  about  God's  business  of  reaching  out  to  a  lost 
and  dying  world  with  help  and  hope.  Jack  and  Sally  travel  the  country  extensive¬ 
ly  bringing  their  ministry  of  music  and  words  of  faith  and  witness  to  all.  If  you 
are  interested  in  information  or  inviting  Acts  29  Ministry  to  a  function,  they  can 
be  contacted  at  P.O.  Box  7534,  Panama  City,  FL,  3241 3,  or  call  (850)  234-7477. 
"Catfish  &  Fellowship  Wednesday"  will  be  held  Nov.  1 2,  and  Dec.  1 0.  Rev.  Steve 
Bush,  pastor  of  Merryville  United  Methodist  Church,  will  present  his  witness  in 
November.  Special  Christmas  music  is  planned  for  December.  Please  call  by  the 
Monday  before  each  event  with  your  reservation,  (337)  738-4218. 


Are  you  ready  for  some  inspiration? 

The  Men  of  Henning  Memorial  UMC  fed  the  Sulphur  Tor  Football  Squad  breakfast 
Friday  morning  prior  to  the  big  game.  Bishop  Hutchinson  addressed  the  crowd 
with  an  inspiring  talk. The  young  men  ate  eggs,  ham,  biscuits,  grits,  fruit  salad, 
juice  and  milk. The  cooks  started  the  feast  around  5:00  a.m.  to  get  ready  for  the 
rush.  Of  course,  that  didn't  seem  to  bother  them.  After  all,  those  that  participated 
in  football  were  once  on  the  receiving  end  of  this  food  line.  Sulphur  Tor  Football 
breakfasts  have  been  a  time  honored  tradition  that  began  with  a  group  of 
Henning  Memorial  United  Methodist  Men  45  years  ago.  It  was  thought  that  the 
guys  should  be  fed  a  carb  intensive  diet  to  get  the  day  off  right. This  tradition  has 
been  passed  on  from  generation  to  generation  and  now  to  the  entire  community. 
Every  Friday,  the  young  men  enjoy  breakfast  from  various  church  organizations 
who  volunteer  their  time  and  money  to  these  young  men.  When  asked  why,  one 
man  said,"We  do  this  because  we  see  our  future  in  the  eyes  of  those  young 
men-we  hope  that  we  can  contribute  to  that  vision."  Making  a  difference  in  a 
young  man's  life-isn’t  that  what  it  is  all  about? 
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Proposed  Seven  New  Districts  Outlined 


CHURCH  FORMER  DISTRICT 

ACADIANA  DISTRICT 


ASBURY 

ABBEVILLE  UMC 
BALDWIN  TRINITY 
BAYOU  BLUE 
BERWICK  FIRST 
BRIGGS 

CLANTON  CHAPEL 

COVENANT 

FAITH  COMMUNITY 

FITZGERALD 

FRANKLIN  ASBURY 

FRANKLIN  FIRST 

GREEN  CHAPEL 

HOUMA  FIRST 

IMMANUEL 

JEANERETTE,  ST  PAUL 

KROTZ  SPRINGS 

LAFAYETTE  FIRST 

LOTTIE,  WILSON  MEMORIAL 

LOUISIANA  MEMORIAL 

LYDIA 

MALLAL1EU 

MASON 

MATHEWS.  MEMORIAL 

MCGOWEN 

MELVILLE 

MELVILLE  ST  JAMES 

MT  VERNON 

MT  ZION  JEANERETTE 

MT  ZION  NEW  IBERIA 

NAPOLEONVILLE,  WESLEY 

NEW  IBERIA  FIRST 

NEW  ROADS  FIRST 

NEW  ROADS  ST  PAUL 

NORTHWOOD 

PALMETTO 

PATTERSON 

PECAN  ISLAND 

PHARR  CHAPEL 

PORTBARRE 

ROSEDALE 

SCOTT  CHAPEL 

ST  JAMES,  NEW  IBERIA 

ST  MARK 

ST  PETER 

THIBODAUX  CALVARY 

THIBODAUX  FIRST 

THIBODAUX  MAGNOLIA 

VACHERIE 

WALMSLEY 

WAXIA  ST  PAUL 

WESLEY,  HOUMA 

WILEY 

WOODLAWN 

BELLE  ROSE  ST.  JAMES 

GRAND  RIVER 

HARTZELL 

HURST  CHAPEL 

MARINGOUIN,  SHILOH 

MARINGOUIN,  ST.  PETER 

PLAQUEMINE  FIRST 

ST.  LUKE 


ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADLANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

ACADIANA 

BATON  ROUGE 

BATON  ROUGE 

BATON  ROUGE 

BATON  ROUGE 

BATON  ROUGE 

BATON  ROUGE 

BATON  ROUGE 

BATON  ROUGE 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 


ALEXANDRIA  FIRST 

ALEXANDRIA  ST.  MARKS 

ALEXANDRIA,  TRINITY 

ASBURY 

ATLANTA 

BALL 

BAYOU  CHICOT 
BELAH 
BETHEL 
BEULAH 

BOONEVILLE  WESLEY 
BOYCE  FIRST 
BUNWE  TRINITY 
CAMPT1  FIRST 
CAMPTI  ST.  PAUL 
CHENEYVILLE 
CHENEYVILLE  ST.  PAUL 
CLARENCE,  MT.  ZION 
COLFAX 

COLLEGE  AVENUE 
COULEY 

DAVID  HAAS  MEMORIAL 
EDEN 

EFFIE,  OAK  GROVE 


ALEXANDRIA 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALEXANDRIA 


EMMANUEL 

ALEXANDRIA 

ST.  PAUL 

BATON  ROUGE 

EVERGREEN 

ALEXANDRIA 

ST.  PETER 

BATON  ROUGE 

FELLOWSHIP 

ALEXANDRIA 

TUNICA 

BATON  ROUGE 

GLENMORA 

ALEXANDRIA 

UNIVERSITY 

BATON  ROUGE 

HORSESHOE  DRIVE 

ALEXANDRIA 

WESLEY 

BATON  ROUGE 

JENA,  NOLLEY  MEMORIAL 

ALEXANDRIA 

WESLEY 

BATON  ROUGE 

JONESVILLE 

ALEXANDRIA 

ZACHARY  FIRST 

BATON  ROUGE 

LAHEY  CHAPEL 

ALEXANDRIA 

AMITE 

NORTH  SHORE 

LECOMPTE 

ALEXANDRIA 

CENTER 

NORTH  SHORE 

LIBERTY  CHAPEL 

ALEXANDRIA 

COOPER'S  CHAPEL 

NORTH  SHORE 

MARKSV1LLE 

ALEXANDRIA 

CORBIN 

NORTH  SHORE 

MELDER,  ST.  MARKS 

ALEXANDRIA 

DARLINGTON 

NORTH  SHORE 

MONTGOMERY 

ALEXANDRIA 

DAYS 

NORTH  SHORE 

MONTGOMERY,  MT.  ZION 

ALEXANDRIA 

DENHAM  SPRINGS,  FIRST 

NORTH  SHORE 

NATCHITOCHES,  FIRST 

ALEXANDRIA 

FRIENDSHIP 

NORTH  SHORE 

NATCHITOCHES,  OAK  GROVE  ALEXANDRIA 

GREENSBURG 

NORTH  SHORE 

NEWMAN 

ALEXANDRIA 

HAMMOND,  FIRST 

NORTH  SHORE 

OLLA 

ALEXANDRIA 

HUFF  CHAPEL 

NORTH  SHORE 

PALESTINE 

ALEXANDRIA 

INDEPENDENCE 

NORTH  SHORE 

PINEVILLE  FIRST 

ALEXANDRIA 

JAMES  CHAPEL 

NORTH  SHORE 

PINEVILLE,  WESLEY 

ALEXANDRIA 

KENTWOOD 

NORTH  SHORE 

PLEASANT  GROVE 

ALEXANDRIA 

KENTWOOD,  MT.  HERMON 

NORTH  SHORE 

POLLOCK 

ALEXANDRIA 

LEE’S  LANDING 

NORTH  SHORE 

PROVENCAL 

ALEXANDRIA 

LIVINGSTON 

NORTH  SHORE 

SANDERS  CHAPEL 

ALEXANDRIA 

LORANGER 

NORTH  SHORE 

SIEPER 

ALEXANDRIA 

MANGUM  CHAPEL 

NORTH  SHORE 

SIMMESPORT 

ALEXANDRIA 

MAUREPAS 

NORTH  SHORE 

ST.  MAURICE 

ALEXANDRIA 

MONTPELIER 

NORTH  SHORE 

STRANGE 

ALEXANDRIA 

NESOM  MEMORIAL 

NORTH  SHORE 

TROUT,  JUSTISS  MEMORIAL 

ALEXANDRIA 

PINE  GROVE 

NORTH  SHORE 

UNION  CHAPEL 

ALEXANDRIA 

PINE  RIDGE 

NORTH  SHORE 

URANIA 

ALEXANDRIA 

PONCHATOULA,  FIRST 

NORTH  SHORE 

WEAVER 

ALEXANDRIA 

ROBERTS 

NORTH  SHORE 

WHITE'S  CHAPEL 

ALEXANDRIA 

SPRINGFIELD,  FIRST 

NORTH  SHORE 

WILTON 

ALEXANDRIA 

SPRINGFIELD,  ST.  JAMES 

NORTH  SHORE 

W1NNFIELD  FIRST 

ALEXANDRIA 

ST.  LUKE 

NORTH  SHORE 

CLAYTON 

MONROE 

TANGIPAHOA 

NORTH  SHORE 

FERRIDAY 

MONROE 

WALKER 

NORTH  SHORE 

HARRISONBURG 

MONROE 

WATSON,  LIVE  OAK 

NORTH  SHORE 

VIDALLA 

MONROE 

WESLEY  CHAPEL 

NORTH  SHORE 

MANY 

SHREVEPORT 

WESLEY  CHAPEL,  GREENSBURG 

NORTH  SHORE 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

ANDREWS  CHAPEL 

BATON  ROUGE 

ASBURY 

BATON  ROUGE 

BASILE 

LAKE  CHARLES 

BAKER  FIRST 

BATON  ROUGE 

BRANCH 

LAKE  CHARLES 

BATON  ROUGE  FIRST 

BATON  ROUGE 

CAMERON  WAKEFIELD 

LAKE  CHARLES 

BEECH  GROVE 

BATON  ROUGE 

CHURCH  POINT 

LAKE  CHARLES 

BETHEL 

BATON  ROUGE 

CROWLEY  FIRST 

LAKE  CHARLES 

BLACKWATER 

BATON  ROUGE 

CROWLEY  WESLEY 

LAKE  CHARLES 

BLUFF  CREEK 

BATON  ROUGE 

DEQUINCY 

LAKE  CHARLES 

BROADMOOR 

BATON  ROUGE 

DERIDDER  FIRST 

LAKE  CHARLES 

CAMPHOR  MEMORIAL 

BATON  ROUGE 

DERIDDER  WESLEY 

LAKE  CHARLES 

CARPENTERS  CHAPEL 

BATON  ROUGE 

EBENEZER 

LAKE  CHARLES 

CLEAR  CREEK 

BATON  ROUGE 

ELIZABETH 

LAKE  CHARLES 

CLINTON 

BATON  ROUGE 

ELTON 

LAKE  CHARLES 

CONCORD 

BATON  ROUGE 

EUNICE  FIRST 

LAKE  CHARLES 

CONVENT  ST.  JAMES 

BATON  ROUGE 

FAIRVIEW 

LAKE  CHARLES 

DEERFORD 

BATON  ROUGE 

FLORIEN  PROSPECT 

LAKE  CHARLES 

DONALDSONVILLE  FIRST 

BATON  ROUGE 

GRAND  CHENIER 

LAKE  CHARLES 

DONALDSONVILLE,  ST.  PETER 

GUEYDAN 

LAKE  CHARLES 

BATON  ROUGE 

HACKBERRY 

LAKE  CHARLES 

ETHEL 

BATON  ROUGE 

HASKIN  CHAPEL 

LAKE  CHARLES 

FAITHFUL 

BATON  ROUGE 

HAYES 

LAKE  CHARLES 

FRANCIS  ASBURY 

BATON  ROUGE 

HOLLY  GROVE 

LAKE  CHARLES 

GONZALES 

BATON  ROUGE 

HOPEWELL 

LAKE  CHARLES 

HUGHES  MEMORIAL 

BATON  ROUGE 

HORNBECK 

LAKE  CHARLES 

INGLESIDE 

BATON  ROUGE 

IOTA 

LAKE  CHARLES 

JACKSON 

BATON  ROUGE 

IOWA  FIRST 

LAKE  CHARLES 

JACKSON  CHAPEL 

BATON  ROUGE 

JENNINGS 

LAKE  CHARLES 

JEFFERSON  BR 

BATON  ROUGE 

KAPLAN 

LAKE  CHARLES 

JORDAN 

BATON  ROUGE 

KINDER 

LAKE  CHARLES 

LEJEUNE 

BATON  ROUGE 

LAKE  ARTHUR 

LAKE  CHARLES 

LUTCHER  CHAPEL 

BATON  ROUGE 

LAKE  CHARLES  FIRST 

LAKE  CHARLES 

LUTCHER,  FIRST 

BATON  ROUGE 

LAKE  CHARLES  UNIVERSITY 

LAKE  CHARLES 

MAGNOLIA 

BATON  ROUGE 

LEESVILLE  FIRST 

LAKE  CHARLES 

MEADOWS  CHAPEL 

BATON  ROUGE 

LEESVILLE  MT.  ZION 

LAKE  CHARLES 

MOSES  CHAPEL 

BATON  ROUGE 

MACEDONIA 

LAJCE  CHARLES 

MT.  CARMEL 

BATON  ROUGE 

MALLALIEU 

LAKE  CHARLES 

MT.  ZION 

BATON  ROUGE 

MF.RRYVTT.I.F. 

LAKE  CHARLES 

NEELY 

BATON  ROUGE 

MOSS  BLUFF 

LAKE  CHARLES 

NEW  HOPE 

BATON  ROUGE 

OAK  PARK 

LAKE  CHARLES 

NEW  RIVER 

BATON  ROUGE 

OAKDALE 

LAKE  CHARLES 

SCOTT 

BATON  ROUGE 

OBERLIN 

LAKE  CHARLES 

SLAUGHTER 

BATON  ROUGE 

PINE  GROVE 

LAKE  CHARLES 

ST.  ANDREWS 

BATON  ROUGE 

PINE  PRAIRIE 

LAKE  CHARLES 

ST.  FRANCISVILLE 

BATON  ROUGE 

RAYMOND 

LAKE  CHARLES 

ST.  JOHNS 

BATON  ROUGE 

ROANOKE 

LAKE  CHARLES 

ST.  LANDRY 

BATON  ROUGE 

SQUYRES 

LAKE  CHARLES 

ST.  LUKES 

BATON  ROUGE 

ST.  LUKE-SIMPSON 

LAKE  CHARLES 

ST.  MARK 

BATON  ROUGE 

ST.  PAUL 

BATON  ROUGE 
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SULPHUR  HENNING  MEMORIAL 

LAKE  CHARLES 
LAKE  CHARLES 
LAKE  CHARLES 
LAKE  CHARLES 
LAKE  CHARLES 
LAKE  CHARLES 
LAKE  CHARLES 
LAKE  CHARLES 
LAKE  CHARLES 
ACADIANA 
ACADIANA 


SULPHUR  MAPLEWOOD 
SULPHUR  WESLEY 
SWEETLAKE 
VINTON,  WELSH  MEM 
WARREN 
WELSH  FIRST 
WELSH  JONES 
WESTLAKE 
CENTENARY  RAYNE 
INDIAN  BAYOU 


MONROE  DISTRICT 


BARTHOLOMEW 

MONROE 

BASKIN 

MONROE 

BASTROP,  FIRST 

MONROE 

BASTROP  MEMORIAL 

MONROE 

BEEKMAN 

MONROE 

BOEUF  PRAIRIE 

MONROE 

CLAIBORNE 

MONROE 

COLLINSTON 

MONROE 

COLUMBIA 

MONROE 

CREW  LAKE 

MONROE 

CROWVILLE 

MONROE 

DELHI 

MONROE 

EPPS 

MONROE 

GILBERT 

MONROE 

GRAYSON 

MONROE 

HEBERT 

MONROE 

HOLLY  RIDGE 

MONROE 

HOPE 

MONROE 

KILBOURNE 

MONROE 

LAKE  PROVIDENCE 

MONROE 

LAWSON  CHAPEL 

MONROE 

LEA  JOYNER  MEMORIAL 

MONROE 

LITTLE  CREEK 

MONROE 

LOCUST  GROVE 

MONROE 

MANGHAM 

MONROE 

MCGUIRE 

MONROE 

MEMORIAL,  MONROE 

MONROE 

MER  ROUGE 

MONROE 

MONROE,  FIRST 

MONROE 

MT.  NEBO 

MONROE 

MT.  OLIVE 

MONROE 

MT.  SINAI 

MONROE 

NEWELLTON  UNION 

MONROE 

OAK  GROVE 

MONROE 

OAK  RIDGE 

MONROE 

PIONEER 

MONROE 

RAYVILLE 

MONROE 

REVEILLE 

MONROE 

SICILY  ISLAND 

MONROE 

ST.  ANDREW'S  (MN) 

MONROE 

ST.  JAMES 

MONROE 

ST.  JOSEPH 

MONROE 

ST.  MARK'S 

MONROE 

ST.  PAUL 

MONROE 

ST.  PAUL'S 

MONROE 

ST.  PETER 

MONROE 

TALLULAH 

MONROE 

UNION 

MONROE 

WASHINGTON  CHAPEL 

MONROE 

WEST  MONROE  ASBURY 

MONROE 

WEST  MONROE  FAITH 

MONROE 

WEST  MONROE,  FIRST 

MONROE 

WILHITE 

MONROE 

WINNSBORO 

MONROE 

WISNER 

MONROE 

WOODLAWN 

MONROE 

ANSLEY 

RUSTON 

ANTIOCH  EROS 

RUSTON 

ANTIOCH  SIMSBORO 

RUSTON 

BEECH  GROVE 

RUSTON 

BERNICE 

RUSTON 

BETHEL 

RUSTON 

BEULAH 

RUSTON 

BIRDS  CHAPEL 

RUSTON 

CENTERPOINT 

RUSTON 

CHATHAM 

RUSTON 

CHOUDRANT 

RUSTON 

CLAY 

RUSTON 

CONCORD 

RUSTON 

DODSON 

RUSTON 

DOUGLAS 

RUSTON 

DOWNSVILLE 

RUSTON 

DUBACH 

RUSTON 

EROS 

RUSTON 

FARMERVILLE 

RUSTON 

HARMONY  CHAPEL 

RUSTON 

HODGE 

RUSTON 

INDIAN  VILLAGE 

RUSTON 

JONESBORO 

RUSTON 

LISBON 

RUSTON 

MARION 

RUSTON 

MEMORIAL 

RUSTON 

MOUNT  ZION 

RUSTON 

NEW  HOPE 

RUSTON 

QUITMAN 

RUSTON 

RUSTON  GRACE 

RUSTON 

RUSTON  TRINITY 

RUSTON 

RUSTON  WESLEY  CHAPEL 

RUSTON 

SALEM 

RUSTON 

SUMMERFIELD 

RUSTON 

NEW  ORLEANS 

DISTRICT 

ALGIERS 

NEW  ORLEANS 

ASBURY 

NEW  ORLEANS 

AURORA 

NEW  ORLEANS 

BELLE  CHASSE 

NEW  ORLEANS 

BETHANY 

NEW  ORLEANS 

BOYNTON 

NEW  ORLEANS 

BROOKS 

NEW  ORLEANS 

BURAS  TRINITY 

NEW  ORLEANS 

CARROLLTON 

NEW  ORLEANS 

CHALMETTE  COVENANT 

NEW  ORLEANS 

CORNERSTONE 

NEW  ORLEANS 

DESTREHAN  ST  CHARLES 

NEW  ORLEANS 

EL  MESIAS 

NEW  ORLEANS 

FELICITY 

NEW  ORLEANS 

FIRST  STREET 

NEW  ORLEANS 

GOLDEN  MEADOW 

NEW  ORLEANS 

GRACE 

NEW  ORLEANS 

GRAND  ISLE 

NEW  ORLEANS 

GRETNA 

NEW  ORLEANS 

HAHNVILLE  ST  JAMES 

NEW  ORLEANS 

HARTZELL 

NEW  ORLEANS 

HAVEN  (MERGED  HAVEN  TRINITY) 

NEW  ORLEANS 

HOPE  CHAPEL 

NEW  ORLEANS 

JEFFERSON  NO 

NEW  ORLEANS 

JOHN  WESLEY 

NEW  ORLEANS 

KENNER  FIRST 

NEW  ORLEANS 

KOREAN 

NEW  ORLEANS 

LAHARPE 

NEW  ORLEANS 

LAKE  VISTA 

NEW  ORLEANS 

LAPLACE  FIRST 

NEW  ORLEANS 

LULING 

NEW  ORLEANS 

MESSIAH 

NEW  ORLEANS 

METAIRIE 

NEW  ORLEANS 

MOUNT  ZION 

NEW  ORLEANS 

MUNHOLLAND 

NEW  ORLEANS 

NAPOLEON  AVENUE 

NEW  ORLEANS 

NEW  ORLEANS  FIRST 

NEW  ORLEANS 

NINDE  CHAPEL 

NEW  ORLEANS 

PARKER  MEMORIAL 

NEW  ORLEANS 

PECK 

NEW  ORLEANS 

PEOPLES 

NEW  ORLEANS 

PHILIPS  MEMORIAL 

NEW  ORLEANS 

RAYNE  MEMORIAL 

NEW  ORLEANS 

ROSS 

NEW  ORLEANS 

SHAW  TEMPLE 

NEW  ORLEANS 

ST  LUKES 

NEW  ORLEANS 

ST  MARKS 

NEW  ORLEANS 

ST  MATTHEW 

NEW  ORLEANS 

ST  MATTHEWS 

NEW  ORLEANS 

ST  PAULS 

NEW  ORLEANS 

ST  PHILIP 

NEW  ORLEANS 

THOMAS 

NEW  ORLEANS 

THOMPSON 

NEW  ORLEANS 

TRINITY  OF  GENTILLY 

NEW  ORLEANS 

WESLEY  NO 

NEW  ORLEANS 

WILLIAMS 

NEW  ORLEANS 

ALDERSGATE 

NORTH  SHORE 

ANGIE,  LIVE  OAK 

NORTH  SHORE 

BOGALUSA  ESM 

NORTH  SHORE 

BUSH 

NORTH  SHORE 

CENTENARY 

NORTH  SHORE 

CHURCH  OF  THE  SERVANT  NORTH  SHORE 

COVINGTON,  FIRST 

NORTH  SHORE 

FISHER 

NORTH  SHORE 

FITZGERALD 

NORTH  SHORE 

HARRY'S  CHAPEL 

NORTH  SHORE 

HARTZELL  MT.  ZION 

NORTH  SHORE 

HAYES  CHAPEL 

NORTH  SHORE 

LACOMBE 

NORTH  SHORE 

MARY'S  CHAPEL 

NORTH  SHORE 

NEWELL 

NORTH  SHORE 

NORTH  CROSS 

NORTH  SHORE 

PEARL  RIVER 

NORTH  SHORE 

SLIDELL,  FIRST 

NORTH  SHORE 

ST.  TIMOTHY  ON  N.S. 

NORTH  SHORE 

SUN 

NORTH  SHORE 

THIRKIELD 

NORTH  SHORE 

VARNADO 

NORTH  SHORE 

WALDHEIM 

NORTH  SHORE 

WESLEY  RAY 

NORTH  SHORE 

WINAN 

NORTH  SHORE 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 


ASBURY  SHREVEPORT 

SHREVEPORT 

BARKSDALE 

SHREVEPORT 

BAYOU  SCIE 

SHREVEPORT 

BELCHER 

SHREVEPORT 

BENTON 

SHREVEPORT 

BETHANY  SHREVEPORT 

SHREVEPORT 

BETHEL  SHREVEPORT 

SHREVEPORT 

BLANCHARD 

SHREVEPORT 

BONCHEST 

SHREVEPORT 

BOSSIER  FIRST 

SHREVEPORT 

BROADMOOR  SHREVEPORT 

SHREVEPORT 

CADDO  HEIGHTS 

SHREVEPORT 

CHRIST 

SHREVEPORT 

COUSHATTA 

SHREVEPORT 

CROSS  ROADS 

SHREVEPORT 

ELLERBE  ROAD 

SHREVEPORT 

FAIRFIELD 

SHREVEPORT 

FAIRVIEW 

SHREVEPORT 

FAITH 

SHREVEPORT 

FELLOWSHIP 

SHREVEPORT 

GILLIAM 

SHREVEPORT 

GRACE  COMMUNITY 

SHREVEPORT 

GRAND  CANE 

SHREVEPORT 

GREENWOOD 

SHREVEPORT 

HALL  SUMMIT 

SHREVEPORT 

HAUGHTON 

SHREVEPORT 

HOSSTON 

SHREVEPORT 

IDA 

SHREVEPORT 

JEWELLA 

SHREVEPORT 

KEATCHIE 

SHREVEPORT 

KEITHVILLE 

SHREVEPORT 

LAKEVIEW 

SHREVEPORT 

LOGANSPORT 

SHREVEPORT 

LONGSTREET 

SHREVEPORT 

LOVE  CHAPEL 

SHREVEPORT 

MANGUM 

SHREVEPORT 

MANSFIELD  FIRST 

SHREVEPORT 

MCDONALD 

SHREVEPORT 

MOOR1NGSPORT 

SHREVEPORT 

MORNINGSIDE 

SHREVEPORT 

MT  ZION  LOGANSPORT 

SHREVEPORT 

NEW  CREATION 

SHREVEPORT 

NEW  LIGHT 

SHREVEPORT 

NOEL 

SHREVEPORT 

NORTH  HIGHLANDS 

SHREVEPORT 

OIL  CITY 

SHREVEPORT 

PELICAN 

SHREVEPORT 

PLAIN  DEALING 

SHREVEPORT 

PLEASANT  HILL 

SHREVEPORT 

PLEASANT  VALLEY  SHREVEPORT 

SHREVEPORT 

ROSA 

SHREVEPORT 

ROUND  GROVE 

SHREVEPORT 

SI  LADY  GROVE 

SHREVEPORT 

SHILOH 

SHREVEPORT 

SHREVEPORT  FIRST 

SHREVEPORT 

ST  JAMES 

SHREVEPORT 

ST  LUKES  SHREVEPORT 

SHREVEPORT 

ST  MATTHEW 

SHREVEPORT 

ST  PAUL 

SHREVEPORT 

SUMMER  GROVE 

SHREVEPORT 

VIVIAN 

SHREVEPORT 

WALKER'S  CHAPEL 

SHREVEPORT 

WESLEY  CHAPEL  SHREVEPORT 

SHREVEPORT 

WESLEY  MANSFIELD 

SHREVEPORT 

ZWOLLE 

SHREVEPORT 

ARCADIA 

RUSTON 

ARIZONA 

RUSTON 

ATHENS 

RUSTON 

BIENVILLE 

RUSTON 

BRUSHWOOD 

RUSTON 

CASTOR 

RUSTON 

COLQUITT 

RUSTON 

COTTON  VALLEY 

RUSTON 

DOYLINE 

RUSTON 

EVERGREEN 

RUSTON 

GIBSLAND 

RUSTON 

HAYNESVILLE 

RUSTON 

HEFUN 

RUSTON 

HOMER 

RUSTON 

HOMER  WESLEY  CHAPEL 

RUSTON 

MINDEN  FIRST 

RUSTON 

MINDEN  LAKEVIEW 

RUSTON 

MT.MARIAH 

RUSTON 

OAK  GROVE 

RUSTON 

PILGRIM  REST 

RUSTON 

PINE  GROVE 

RUSTON 

PLEASANT  VALLEY 

RUSTON 

RINGGOLD 

RUSTON 

SHONGALOO 

RUSTON 

SIBLEY 

RUSTON 

SPRINGHILL 

RUSTON 

WHITEHALL 

RUSTON 
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It  only  takes  a  spark 

On  the  Sunday  before  Sept.  11,  every  person  attending  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  of  West  Monroe  brought  gifts — some  wrapped,  some 
unwrapped — a  wide  assortment  from  tool  kits  to  home-baked  treats. Two  fire 
fighters  came  to  worship  that  day,  representing  the  Ouachita  Parish  Fire 
Department,  and  fire  rescue  workers  everywhere.  Rev.  John  Deschner  preached 
about  the  rescue  of  John  Wesley  from  a  house  fire  at  the  age  of  six.  The  two 
firemen  were  introduced,  given  a  chance  to  talk,  and  then  asked  to  wait  with 
open  arms  as  the  congregation  filed  forward,  loading  them  down  with  gift  after 
gift,  and  then  covering  them  with  impromptu  prayers.  They  were  overwhelmed 
with  emotion. 

It  took  several  extra  helpers  to  carry  everything  out  to  their  fire  truck  (which 
they  had  earlier  demonstrated  to  the  children.)  The  fire  fighters  left  with  full 
hearts,  and  they  left  with  a  mission — to  share  the  expressions  of  appreciation 
with  other  fire  fighters  at  their  station  and  in  the  parish.  Everyone  present 
received  more  than  they  gave. 


Children's  Ministry  workshop  a  great  success 


Saturday,  Sept.  6,  Rev.  Mary  Alice 
Gran,  director  of  Children's  Ministries 
from  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship, 
led  the  Conference  in  a  Children's 
Ministry  Workshop  hosted  by  the 
Monroe  and  Ruston  District  Ministry 
Teams  at  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  West  Monroe. 

Participants  from  as  far  away  as  New 
Orleans  came  to  learn  more  about  how 
to  lead  children's  ministry  in  their  local 
congregations;  participants  were  paid 
staff  members  as  well  as  volunteers. 

Gran  began  by  getting  to  know  the 
group.  She  asked  the  participants  to 
break  into  a  continuum  based  on  how 
much  knowledge  and  experience  they 
had.  It  was  interesting  to  see  that  partic¬ 
ipants  ranged  from  a  great  deal  of 
knowledge  and  experience  to  having 
very  little. 

As  Gran  led  the  day,  she  addressed 
both  ends  of  the  spectrum.  The  work¬ 
shop  continued  with  discussion  of  fully 
integrating  children  into  all  ministries  of 
the  church,  including  the  committees  of 
the  local  church. 

This  is  just  part  of  the  way  we  help 
children  to  truly  become  "disciples  of 
Jesus  Christ.” 

Many  people  came  to  hear  about 
Sunday  School.  Every  participant  had 
questions  and  issues  they  were  dealing 
with  and  Gran  addressed  many  of  those 
issues. 


Issues  that  everyone  seemed  to  be  the 
most  interested  in  were  Rotation  Sunday 
School  and  the  recruitment  of  teachers. 
The  issue  that  was  talked  about  over  and 
over  again  was  that  Rotation  is  some¬ 
thing  that  is  an  option,  but  you  need  to 
do  what  works  best  for  your  congrega¬ 
tion. 

Also,  all  participants  came  to  the  real¬ 
ization  that  recruitment  was  an  issue  no 
matter  the  size  of  the  church.  Many  dif¬ 
ferent  recruitment  techniques  were 
shared  by  Gran  and  the  participants. 

After  lunch,  Gran  spent  a  great  deal  of 
time  on  the  issue  of  keeping  children 
safe. 

She  stressed  the  importance  of  hav¬ 
ing  policies  and  procedures  in  place  in 
the  local  congregation  so  that  children 
were  truly  safe  at  church. 

For  some  children,  church  might  be 
the  only  safe  place  for  them.  Gran, 
shared  the  resource  Safe  Sanctuaries 
with  the  group  and  encouraged  all  to 
read  it. 

At  the  end  of  the  day,  each  partici¬ 
pant  was  asked  to  answer  an  evaluation. 
The  results  were  overwhelmingly  posi¬ 
tive.  One  participant  said,  “Thank  you 
for  identifying  a  need  and  DOING  some¬ 
thing  about  it.” 

For  more  information  or  if  you  would 
just  like  to  talk  with  Gran,  you  may  con¬ 
tact  her  by  e-mailing  mgran@gbod.org 
of  calling  (877)  899-2780  ext.  7143. 


The  Bag  Ladies  of  First  UMC,  Monroe 

On  August  6,  nineteen  United  Methodist  Women  met  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Monroe  to  make  school  bags  for  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  school  supplies.  Sager-Brown,  the  distribution  center,  has  more  school 
supplies  than  school  bags.  After  several  volunteers  from  First  UMC  were  sent 
home  from  Sager-Brown  because  of  lack  of  school  bags,  it  was  decided  that  a 
project  for  the  UMW  and  the  church  would  be  to  make  the  bags. 

Ann  Bellue,  the  leader,  and  other  UMW  ladies  purchased  fabric,  thread  and  vel¬ 
cro  tape  from  the  UMW  funds.  The  volunteers  brought  their  own  sewing 
machines  to  stitch  the  bags  in  an  assembly  line.  At  the  end  of  the  day,  there 
were  over  60  bags  completed.  From  an  earlier  work  day  First  UMC  has  1 32  bags 
finished.  Another  work  day  is  planned.  Our  goal  of  1 50  bags  will  be  sent  to 
Sager-Brown. 


St.  Mark's  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Monroe  hosted  45  students  from  the 
community  for  Vacation  Bible  school 
during  a  four-day,  fun-filled,  fabulous 
foray  into  the  farm  and  country  theme 
of  Son  Harvest.  The  hallways  of  the 
church  were  transformed  into  a  coun¬ 
try  farm,  complete  with  hen  house, 
horses  in  the  pasture,  pig  pen,  cuddly 
lambs,  barn,  farm  house,  peach  and 
apple  orchards,  watermelon  and 
pumpkin  patches,  tractor  and,  of 
course,  a  scarecrow! 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  Monroe  District  Communication  Advisor: 


Floyce  Meyer 
2042  Arkansas  Rd. 

West  Monroe,  LA  701 14 
(318)  396-2118  e-mail:  flossie@bayou.com 
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Clanton  Chapel  members  attend  Native  American  workshop 


Clanton  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church  sent  four  representatives  to  Tulsa, 
Okla.,  for  the  “Enlarging  the  Circle”  event, 
held  Oct.  24-25.  Rev.  Kirby  Verret, 
Roxanna  Francis,  Kimberly  M.  Verret,  and 
Joseph  Billiot  represented  the  ministry  of 


the  church  in  Dulac,  which  serves  a  large¬ 
ly  Native  American  population. 

Workshops  for  the  two-day  event  for 
Native  American  United  Methodists 
focused  on  hearing  the  past,  present  and 
future  leaders  of  The  United  Methodist 


Church.  Special  guest  Wilfred  Billey,  one 
of  the  original  Navajo  Code  Talkers  of 
World  War  II,  shared  his  story  from  the 
war  in  the  Pacific. 

See  Clanton  Chapel,  page  3 


Their  Daily  Bread 


Jerry  Pigott,  above  at  right,  director  of  the  Sonrise  Food  Pantry  at 
St.  James  United  Methodist  Church  in  Holden,  stands  with  Greater 
Baton  Rouge  Food  Bank  Warehouse  Administrator  Janice  LeBlanc  as 
supplies  are  loaded  for  delivery  to  Sonrise.  At  left,  volunteer  Richard 
McCarter  adjusts  a  load  of  potatoes  headed  for  the  food  pantry. 
Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Holden  church  creates  satellite  food  pantry 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

The  people  of  James  Chapel  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Holden  take 
seriously  God’s  call  in  Matthew  25:35 
to  feed  the  hungry.  Five  months  ago, 
the  church  began  serving  as  a  satellite 
agency  for  the  Greater  Baton  Rouge 


Food  Bank  by  establishing  Sonrise 
Food  Pantry,  which  currently  distrib¬ 
utes  food  to  303  people  in  East 
Fivingston  Parish. 

Sonrise  Food  Pantry  is  one  of  over 
100  member  agencies  throughout  12 
Louisiana  parishes  that  receives  and 
distributes  food  from  the  Greater 


to  serve  community 

Baton  Rouge  Food  Bank. 

The  Food  Bank  serves  as  a  clear¬ 
inghouse  for  collecting,  storing  and 
distributing  food  donated  by  the  gro¬ 
cery  industry,  the  public,  farmers, 
restaurants  and  bakeries.  In  2002,  the 

See  Pantry,  page  2 


George  Foreman  to  headline  La.  Prison  Chapel  fundraiser 


Retired  former  heavyweight  champi¬ 
on,  entrepreneur  and  pastor,  Rev. 

George  Foreman,  will  be  the  guest  of 
honor  at  a  fundraiser  sponsored  by  the 
Louisiana  Prison  Chapel  Foundation 
scheduled  for  Wednesday,  Nov.  19  at 
7  p.m.  at  die  Governor’s  Mansion. 

Governor  and  Mrs.  Mike  Foster,  the 
Foundation’s  Honorary  Chairpersons, 
will  host  “An  Evening  of  Hope”  fundrais¬ 
er  that  will  include  a  cocktail  buffet,  a 


silent  and  live  auction  featuring  artwork 
from  Louisiana  prisoners  and  a  live  per¬ 
formance  by  Aaron  Neville  and  music  by 
the  Angola  Band  and  Jetson  Correctional 
Center  for  Youth  Choir. 

Retired  NFL  football  player  Jim 
Brown,  who  is  also  chairman  and 
founder  of  the  Amer-I-Can  Program,  will 
join  Foreman.  Jimmie  Taylor,  another 
NFL  player  will  be  in  attendance. 

Tickets  for  the  black- tie  gala  are  $125 


each  or  tables  can  be  purchased  for 
$1,000  each. 

Proceeds  from  the  gala  will  go  to  help 
build  more  chapels  at  prisons  in 
Louisiana.  For  further  information 
about  the  Louisiana  Prison  Chapel 
Foundation  visit  www.chapel.org.  For 
sponsorship  information  or  ticket  reser¬ 
vations  contact  Robin  Maine  at  (225) 

See  Prison  Chapels,  page  3 


2 


Louisiana  Conferenced^/ 


November  7, 2003 


All  Hallows  Eve  and  All  Saints  Day 


As  I  sit  to  write  this  it  is  All  Hallows 
Eve.  The  pumpkins  adorn  the  front 
porch.  The  trick-or-treaters  have  been 
coming  in  a  steady  stream  within  the 
time  frame  the  parish  has  said  is  “offi¬ 
cial”.  Kay  has  all  her  Department  56 
Halloween  houses  out  and  lighted  and 
I  can  hear  sounds  of  creaking  doors 
and  screeching  cats.  Princesses,  foot¬ 
ball  players,  ‘50s  rock  and  rollers,  and 
various  cuddly  animals  have  visited  us. 
It’s  been  a  fun  night. 

And  of  course,  parents  haven’t  been 
too  far  off  in  the  shadows.  They 
emerge  once  their  little  goblin  gets  his 
or  her  candy  and  say  “Thank  you,”  and 
then  are  on  to  the  next  house.  I  tried 
to  think  back  on  my  own  trick-or- 
treating  years  and  remember  when  my 
mother  or  dad  stopped  going  with  me 
from  house  to  house.  I  recall  I  was 
very  young! 

I  remember  one  Halloween  when  I 
was  very  young.  My  mother  had  made 
me  up  to  be  a  cat.  That  was  done  with 
her  eyebrow  pencil  and  make-up 
because  there  weren’t  masks  to  be 
bought  at  that  time.  I  recall  it  was  very 
cold.  The  sky  was  clear  and  the  moon 
was  large.  As  I  walked  down  the  road 
of  our  oilfield  camp,  making  my  way  to 
the  neighbors’  houses,  I  wondered  if  I 
didn’t  see  some  foreign  visitor  riding 
across  the  sky  on  the  back  of  a  broom. 
It  was  a  bit  unnerving,  but  oh  so  stim¬ 
ulating!  I  remember  getting  lots  of 
popcorn  balls  that  night  -  my  favorite 
Halloween  treat.  Tonight  I  only  hand¬ 
ed  out  suckers  that  we  bought  in  bulk 
just  for  the  occasion. 

Dr.  Bob  Burgess,  pastor  of 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church 
stopped  by  with  his  children  and 
grandchildren.  The  grandchildren 
were  adorable  in  their  animal  cos¬ 
tumes.  Ann  Rhoads  and  her  daughter 
Beth  Hughes  came  by  with  her  grand¬ 
daughter,  Morgan,  who  was  dressed  in 
a  lion  costume.  We  had  the  fun  of 
treating  her  as  well. 

I  called  Reno,  Nevada  just  a  little 
while  ago  and  wanted  to  talk  with  our 
own  Miss  Maddie  to  see  if  she  was 
going  out  tonight.  I  know  her  daddy 
has  to  be  at  a  football  game,  but  she 
could  visit  the  neighbors  in  her 
princess  outfit  and  get  a  few  treats  of 
her  own  before  the  ball  game. 

It’s  just  a  moment  in  time  when 
reality  is  shoved  aside  and  make- 
believe  takes  over.  It’s  a  time  when 
neighborhoods  turn  on  their  porch 
lights  and  send  a  welcome  signal  to 
those  who  walk  their  streets  that  this  is 
a  friendly  house  and  we  welcome  your 
ringing  of  our  doorbell.  It’s  a  building 
of  community  in  a  community-starved 
world.  If  we  just  let  it  be  what  it  is 
meant  to  be  -  fun  and  a  time  for  com¬ 
munity  togetherness  -  then  it  is  a 
harmless  holiday. 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Tomorrow,  All 
Saints  Day,  is  a  dif¬ 
ferent  story.  It  isn’t 
make-believe.  It  is 
retil.  People  have 
u.  died  and  we  recall 

BL  their  presence 

among  us  and  cele¬ 
brate  their  eternal 
life  in  Christ  lesus. 
There  won’t  be 
nearly  as  much  fuss 
and  planning 
among  us,  the 
parish  won’t  even  give  us  official  hours 
to  do  the  celebration,  but  it  will  hap¬ 
pen.  And  we  will  recall  all  those  who 
have  gone  before  us  who  have  paved 
the  way  and  who  now  lean  over  the 
battlements  of  heaven  and  cheer  us  on 
our  pilgrim  journey. 

It’s  appropriate  to  say  to  the  fami¬ 
lies  of  Louisiana  United  Methodism 
that  now  is  the  time  to  stop  and 
remember  those  you  have  seen  transi¬ 
tion  to  their  eternal  home  this  year 
and  to  give  great  thanks  for  them.  I 
especially  want  to  say  a  word  of  appre¬ 
ciation  for  all  those  who  have  served 
the  church  in  the  ranks  of  the  clergy, 
who  have  been  faithful  in  their  service 
and  who  now  rest  from  their  labors 
and  have  inherited  that  crown  that  has 
been  laid  up  for  them.  We  are  so  very 
thankful  they  came  our  way  and  that 
they  led  us  to  the  presence  of  Jesus  in 
their  own  individual  ways. 

May  we  move  on  from  here  to  our 
own  dedicated  service  so  that  when 
the  peace  of  death  shall  fall  on  us,  we 
too  will  find  our  perfect  home  among 
the  sainted  ones  who  gather  around 
the  glassy  sea,  casting  down  their  gold¬ 
en  crowns  and  ever  singing  Holy!  Holy! 
Holy!  Lord  God  almighty. 

What  a  wonderful  life  we  all  have 
the  privilege  to  live.  We  could  get 
caught  up  in  all  the  negatives  and  in  all 
the  problems,  but  we  have  been  so 
blessed  by  the  spirit  of  God.  and  we 
should  celebrate  that.  I  tend  to  agree 
with  Annie  Dillard  who  wrote  con¬ 
cerning  our  place  in  the  world  of 
nature,  “It’s  all  a  matter  of  keeping  my 
eyes  open."  She  goes  on  to  say  some¬ 
thing  like,  “Beauty  and  grace  are  per¬ 
formed  whether  or  not  we  will  sense 
them.  The  least  we  can  do  is  try  to  be 
there  ...  so  that  creation  need  not  play 
to  an  empty  house.”  In  like  manner, 
we  need  to  be  there  in  the  day-to-day 
encounter  of  the  goodness  of  God  and 
not  leave  God  to  play  to  an  empty 
house  either. 

What  a  wonderful  journey  we’re  all 
sharing. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fall  /JubA****-' 


Pantry, 
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Redistricting  Listening  Posts  scheduled 


Redistricting  Listening  Posts  have 
been  scheduled  over  the  next  month  in 
each  of  the  nine  districts,  affording 
United  Methodists  an  opportunity  to 
respond  to  the  proposed  realignment, 
which  is  published  on  pages  four  and 


five  of  this  issue  of  Louisiana  Now! 

The  schedule  for  the  remaining  dis¬ 
trict  meetings  is  as  follows:  Monroe, 
Nov.  10,  6:30  p.m.,  Rayville  UMC, 
Rayville;  New  Orleans,  Nov.  16,  3  p.m., 
Bethany  UMC,  New  Orleans. 


agency  distributed  8,146,255  pounds  of 
food  to  meal  sites  and  kitchens,  group 
homes,  shelters  and  pantries,  and  mem¬ 
ber  agencies  such  a  Sonrise  Food  Pantry. 

Volunteers  from  James  Chapel  UMC 
pick  up  the  donated  food  the  last 
Thursday  of  every  month,  then  deliver  it 
to  the  church  where  the  items  are  divid¬ 
ed  according  to  the  number  of  people  in 
recipient  households. 

The  food  is  then  given  out  the  first 
Saturday  of  each  month  to  a  regular 
group,  which  has  grown  from  68  people 
to  over  300  recipients.  “Emergency 
Boxes”  of  food  are  also  available  when 
the  pantry  receives  urgent  calls  from 
those  in  need. 

Kathy  and  Jerry  Pigott,  along  with 
Nina  Elam,  were  instrumental  in  getting 
the  Sonrise  Food  Pantry  off  the  ground. 
The  Pigotts  and  Elam  were  already 
involved  in  a  grassroots  ministry  called 
“Kid’s  Kitchen,”  which  offered  hot  meals, 
organized  activities  and  tutoring  servic¬ 
es  to  needy  children  in  the  Springfield 
area. 

“The  relationship  we  had  developed 
with  the  kids  turned  our  attention 
towards  their  parents  and  the  whole 
family’s  poor  living  conditions — no  hot 


water  heaters,  leaking  roofs  and  insuffi¬ 
cient  nutrition.  We  began  looking  for 
one  or  more  churches  who  were  inter¬ 
ested  in  helping  these  people,”  said 
Kathy  Pigott. 

Rev.  Mark  Lubbock  of  James  Chapel 
UMC,  who  attended  an  interest  meeting 
organized  by  Pigott  and  Elam,  loved  the 
idea  and  felt  that  a  food  pantry  would  be 
a  good  ministry  for  his  congregation. 

“In  my  experience,  one  of  the  hall¬ 
marks  of  a  spiritually  growing  church  is 
the  way  in  which  they  reach  out  to  the 
broader  community.  At  James  Chapel 
UMC,  participating  in  this  much  needed 
project  has  opened  up  doors,  providing 
additional  opportunities  to  serve.  God  is 
truly  at  work  here,”  said  Rev.  Lubbock. 

Pigott  added,  “This  effort  to  eliminate 
hunger  in  our  community  has  brought  a 
blessing  to  the  members  of  James 
Chapel  UMC  and  to  the  church  as  a 
whole. 

A  food  pantry  is  a  great  way  to  help 
those  in  need  while  spreading  the  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ.  We  as  Christians  are 
commanded  by  our  Lord  to  feed  the 
hungry  and  care  for  those  in  need.  What 
blessings  we  receive  when  we  do  as  we 
are  asked!” 


Ask  and  you  shall  receive! 

If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness  in 
Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La. NOW!  and  you 
will  receive  it.  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass  the  form  along 
to  a  friend  and  spread  the  Good  News! 
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Please  mail  to:  Subscriptions,  La.NOW!,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802 


Louisiana  Conference 


William  W.  Hutchinson  Resident  Bishop 

Don  Cottrill  Provost 

Betty  Backstrom  Editor 

Joshua  Lewis  Contributing  Editor 

Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  the  newspaper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and  is  published  twice  a  month. 

Subscriptions  are  $15  for  one  year,  $25  for  two  years. 

(Please  make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.) 

Send  subscriptions,  news  and  information  to: 

Editor 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
E-mail:  lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888)  239-5286  ext.  227 
(225)  346-1646,(225)  383-2652  fax 

You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
http://www.la-umc.org 


November  7,2003 


Louisiana  Conference 


3 


m_  TULSA  INDIAN 
I  UNITED 

METHODIST  CHURCH 

v  >• 

lltetr  i  M*s  ' ir' 


Members  of  Clanton  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dulac  recently  attended 
a  national  workshop  for  Native  American  United  Methodists  in  Oklahoma. 


Clanton  Chapel,  from  page  7 


As  a  “Voice  of  the  Future,” 
Kimberly  Verret,  a  Nicholls  State 
University  student,  told  her  story  of 
being  part  of  the  Clanton  church  all 
of  her  life  and  how  she  spends  her 
time  working  with  youth  at  the  Dulac 
Community  Center. 

The  event  also  stressed  the 
strength  of  inclusiveness  of  all  people 
in  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

One  speaker  shared  about  the  feeling 
of  acceptance  she  found  in 
Methodism,  and  spoke  to  the  truth  of 
the  “Open  hearts,  Open  minds,  Open 
doors"  motto  from  the  Igniting 
Ministry  initiative. 

At  the  closing  event,  Bishop 


William  Blake  led  a  service  of  Holy 
Communion,  with  Kimberly  Verret 
and  Kirby  Verret  as  Communion 
servers. 

Roxanna  Francis,  who  attended 
the  event,  has  come  home  to  Dulac 
to  complete  her  work  on  a  degree 
from  Nicholls  State  University. 

She  is  currently  the  vice  chairper¬ 
son  of  the  Dulac  Community  Center 
Board  and  chairperson  of  the  person¬ 
nel  committee,  and  member  of  the 
Clanton  Chapel  Church  Board. 

Joseph  Billiot  is  a  life  long  resident 
of  Dulac  and  member  of  Clanton 
Chapel,  and  is  an  active  community 
and  church  leader. 
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Pastoral  Effectiveness 

Bishop  William  Hutchinson  presents  Rev.  John  Winn  with  a  certificate  of  appreci¬ 
ation  for  his  years  of  service  as  director  of  the  Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness, 
top,  as  his  wife  Rev.  Carole  Cotton-Winn  looks  on  during  a  meeting  of  the  adviso¬ 
ry  board  for  the  Office  of  Sustaining  Spiritual  Leadership.  Above,  Winn  shakes 
hands  with  Rev.  Craig  Gilliam,  the  center's  new  director.  Behind  them  are  Rev. 
Wybra  Price,  Rev.  Ernest  Scott,  Joyce  Robinson,  Cotton-Winn  and  Hutchinson. 

Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 
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931-3664  or  email  lpcf@chapels.org. 

Foreman,  pastor  of  the  Church  of 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  Houston,  Texas,  is  a 
committed  advocate  for  prison  ministry, 
and  is  very  interested  in  supporting  the 
efforts  of  the  Foundation  as  it  works  to 
build  chapels  on  all  Louisiana  state 
prison  grounds.  Foreman  has  experi¬ 
enced  first-hand  the  difference  spiritual 
rehabilitation  can  make  in  the  lives  of 
prison  inmates,  and  believes  in  the 
impact  a  chapel  can  make  on  prison 
grounds. 

Foreman  will  visit  Elayn  Hunt 
Correctional  Center  on  Nov.  19  to  share 
his  faith  message  with  inmates  from 


Elayn  Hunt  and  Louisiana  Correctional 
Institute  for  Women.  The  program  is 
scheduled  to  begin  at  1  p.m. 

There  are  almost  2,200  inmates  at 
Elayn  Hunt  Correctional  Center.  Many 
of  these  inmates  are  involved  in  faith- 
based  programs  offered  by  the 
Chaplainry  as  part  of  their  efforts  in 
moral  rehabilitation,  choosing  to  com¬ 
mit  to  changing  their  lives. 

For  more  information  about  Elayn 
Hunt  Correctional  Center  contact 
Angela  Whittaker,  executive  manage¬ 
ment  officer  at (225)  319-4540  or 
Awhittak@oydO  1  .corrections.state.la.us. 


Assistant  Director  of  Youth  Ministry 

First  UMC  of  Baton  Rouge  is  currently  accepting  applications  for  its 
Assistant  Director  of  Youth  Ministry.  The  30-hour  position  requires  a 
flexible,  dependable,  highly  motivated  Christian  with  strong  organiza¬ 
tional  skills  and  experience.  If  interested,  please  send  a  one  page 
resume  to  Mary  Beth  Taylor,  Director  ofYouth  Ministry,  930  North  Blvd., 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802.  The  application  deadline  is  December  1,  2003. 
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The  Acadiana  District  UMW  Mini  School  of  Mission  was  held  on  August  23,  2003 
at  the  Sager-Brown  Center  in  Baldwin.  Rev.  Clifton  Conrad  of  Immanuel  UMC  in 
Lafayette  presented  the  study  "Exodus:  Journey  to  Freedom."  Darla  Bergeron  of 
First  United  Methodist  in  Houma  presented  the  study  on  Mexico  and  Rev.  Erica 
Jenkins,  minister  of  St.  Peter  UMC  in  Jeanerette  and  Mallalieu  UMC  in  St. 
Martinville,  presented  the  study, "Creating  Interfaith  Community."  Mission 
Study  Certificates  were  presented  to  First  United  Methodist  in  Lafayette,  First 
United  Methodist  in  Houma,  Mason  United  Methodist  in  Berwick,  Abbeville 
United  Methodist  and  St.  Mark  United  Methodist  in  Opelousas. 


The  Biscuit  Bunch 

The  Biscuit  Bunch  is  a  group  of  adults  that  meet  on  Wednesday  mornings  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette  for  fellowship,  devotional,  exercise 
and,  of  course,  in  the  tradition  of  Methodism  to  eat.  On  this  particular  day, 
guests  from  the  District  Ministry  team  were  Marguerite  Jenkins  and  La  Juana 
Handschin.  From  the  serious  vein  to  one  of  laughter,  spirits  were  raised  while 
everyone  participated  in  this  lively  group. 


United  Methodist  Campers 


National  United  Methodist  Campers  held  their  2003  Rally  July  1 5-20  in  Kerrville, 
Texas  at  the  Guadalupe  River  Campground.  The  rally  was  well  attended  with 
118  rigs  and  over  200  people.  There  were  27  members  of  Louisiana  Chapter  1 5 
in  attendance.  Everyone  enjoyed  the  food,  fellowship,  entertainment  and  great 
preaching  services.  National  United  Methodist  Campers,  Inc.  is  officially  recog¬ 
nized  by  and  affiliated  with  the  United  Methodist  Church  through  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship.  There  are  chapters  in  1 0  states  with  two  chapters  in 
Missouri  and  three  in  Texas.  Betty  Tripp  of  Northwood  UMC  in  Lafayette  was 
installed  as  the  National  First  Vice  President  for  the  coming  year  and  will  be 
installed  in  2005  as  president  at  the  national  rally  to  be  held  in  Bainbridge,  New 
York.  Will  Stevens  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Houma  is  the  Louisiana 
State  President.  If  you  would  like  more  information  about  this  camping  group, 
please  contact  Betty  Tripp  in  Lafayette,  Will  Stevens  in  Houma  or  visit  our  web¬ 
site  at  www.umcampers.org. 


In  August  2003,  the  "Little  Women 's  Circle"  sponsored  a  successful  "Back  to 
School  Bash"  at  a  local  park.  The  day  began  with  a  church  service  followed  by 
lots  of  good  food  and  entertainment.  The  young  ladies  collected  a  number  of 
school  supplies  for  needy  students  in  the  area.  Pictured  are:  (back  row)  Jenee 
Johnson,  Ashanti  Smith,  Whitney  Reed,  Lashaundra  Robinson,  Ashley  Jones; 
(front  row)  Shaleah  Thompson,  Tamera  Johnson,  Maya  Jones,  Anna  Jones. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  Acadiana  District  Communication  Advisor: 

La  Juana  Handschin 
105  Breton  Dr. 

Lafayette,  LA  70508 

(337)  856-4665  e-mail:  HandschinD@aol.com 
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NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 


Methodist  Home  to  host  fundraiser 


The  Methodist  Home  for  Children 
in  New  Orleans  is  sponsoring  “A  Place 
Called  Home,”  a  nostalgic  fundraiser 
featuring  an  auction,  a  buffet  and  an 
“I  Spy"  game. 

An  evening  of  antique  cars,  toys 
and  bikes  will  greet  guests  at  the  Cars 
of  Yesteryears  Museum,  with  a  Patron 
Party  from  6:30-7:30  p.m.  and  a  buf¬ 
fet,  auction  and  “I  Spy”  game  from 
7:30-10  p.m.  on  Friday,  Nov.  14. 

The  museum  is  located  at  4625 


Fairfield  St.  in  Metairie. 

The  Methodist  Home  for  Children 
in  New  Orleans  provides  a  safe  haven 
for  children  who  have  been  aban¬ 
doned,  abused  or  neglected.  A  staff  of 
dedicated  professionals  cares  for  the 
physical,  emotional,  educational  and 
spiritual  needs  of  these  children,  who 
range  in  age  from  birth  to  18  years. 

For  ticket  information  call  Juli 
Pattison,  Director  of  Development,  at 
(504)  895-7709,  ext  236. 


Rebuilding  Together  aids  in  home  repair 


A  new  commandment  I  give  to  you, 
that  you  love  one  another,  as  I  have 
loved  you,  that  you  also  love  one 
another  -  John  13:34 

Volunteers  from  two  New  Orleans 
congregations,  Historic  Haven-Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church 
(HHTUMC)  and  St.  Charles  Avenue 
Presbyterian  Church  came  together 
to  participate  in  a  Rebuilding 
Together  project  at  1834  Joliet  Street 
on  October  4  and  11. 

Rebuilding  Together  (formerly 
known  as  Christmas  in  October)  is  a 
volunteer  program  designed  to  help 
paint  and  perform  minor  repairs  on 
the  homes  of  the  elderly  and  disabled 
with  the  hope  that  this  will  allow 
them  to  remain  in  their  homes.  The 
actual  painting  and  repair  work  is 
performed  on  the  first  two  weekends 
in  October. 

A  side  benefit  of  this  program  is 
that  the  repairs  often  inspire  others  in 
the  neighborhood  to  clean  up,  paint 
or  make  repairs  to  their  property. 
(When  the  seeds  of  love  are  planted, 
they  are  fruitful!!!) 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  mem¬ 
bers  of  HHTUMC  got  the  word  out  to 
the  surrounding  neighborhood  and 
helped  distribute  applications  for  the 
program.  Phyllis  Jefferson, 
HHTUMC’s  team  captain,  has  been 
busy  since  the  beginning  of  the  year 
working  with  other  Haven-Trinity 
members  planning  the  project, 


recruiting  volunteers  and  working 
with  the  Rebuilding  Together  officials 
to  successfully  coordinate  the 
“rebuilding.” 

The  house  assigned  to  the  Haven- 
Trinity/ St.  Charles  Presbyterian  part¬ 
nership  is  located  at  1834  Joliet  Street 
(just  six  blocks  down  the  street  from 
Haven-Trinity). 

The  home  belongs  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Williams. 

From  the  front  of  the  double  shot¬ 
gun  style  house,  it  was  difficult  to  tell 
how  badly  it  needed  repair. 

The  front  was  very  clean  with  a 
small  colorful  garden  between  the 
two  stoops  that  led  up  to  doors  on 
each  side  of  the  front. 

However,  walking  down  the  alley- 
way,  one  could  see  missing  weather 
boards  and  inside  revealed  the  water 
damage  from  the  leaking  roof. 

The  “rebuilding”  included  replac¬ 
ing  shingles  on  the  roof  and  weather 
boards,  stripping  and  painting  the 
exterior  and  replacing  drywall  in  a 
backroom  that  had  water  damage. 

More  than  40  volunteers  came  out 
over  the  two-Saturday  period. 

Among  the  volunteer  workers  were 
some  of  the  Williams’  children  and 
grandchildren. 

When  a  light  rain  on  October  1 1 
prevented  the  completion  of  the 
painting,  volunteers  did  not  hesitate 
to  agree  to  return  October  18  to  finish 
the  remaining  work.  It  was  truly  a 
labor  of  love!  Praise  be  to  God. 


Lafon  Home  to  host 

The  Lafon  Methodist  Nursing 
Home  will  host  its  annual  Celebrity 
Golf  Tournament  Friday,  Nov.  14  at 
Bayou  Oaks  Golf  Course  New 
Orleans. 

The  four-man  scramble  will  have  a 


annual  golf  tourney 

shotgun  start  at  12  p.m.  Entry  fee  is 
$75  each  and  includes  golf  fees,  cart 
and  refreshments.  Hole  sponsorships 
are  available  for  $100. 

For  more  information,  call  Ted 
Jones  at  (504)  288-2314. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  New  Orleans  District  Communication  Advisor: 


Dian  Kent 
837  Sumner  St. 

New  Orleans,  LA  701 14 
(504)  528-2219  (504)  328-2265  fax 


Top:  Bart  Ezell,  Howard  Gaines,  Hans  Thomsen  and  Mel  Keegan  comprised  the 
winning  team  at  the  24th  annual  Methodist  Home  Classic  in  New  Orleans. 
Above:  2003  Classic  Chairman  Jerry  White  presents  the  trophy  to  Bart  Ezell  and 
Howard  Gaines. 


Munholland  team  takes  first  Wesley  cup 


The  Munholland  United  Methodist 
Church  team  of  Howard  Gaines,  Bart 
Ezell,  Mel  Keegan  and  Hans  Thomsen 
won  the  first-ever  Wesley  Cup  at  the 
24th  annual  Methodist  Home  Classic 
in  New  Orleans. 

Tied  for  first  place  with  Lake  Vista 
United  Methodist  Church, 
Munholland  won  in  a  scorecard 
playoff.  Rev.  Woody  Hingle  of  Lake 
Vista  promises  to  work  on  his  golf 
game  throughout  the  year  to  prepare 
to  take  the  prize  in  2004. 

Forty-four  golfers  representing 
seven  United  Methodist  churches  in 
Louisiana  comprised  the  1 1  teams 
participating  in  the  inaugural  com¬ 
petition  for  the  Wesley  Cup.  The 
churches  were  Munholland,  Rayne 
and  Lake  Vista  (New  Orleans 
District);  Jefferson  and  University 
(Baton  Rouge  District);  First  of  Amite 
and  St.  Timothy-on-the-Northshore 
(North  Shore  District). 

The  tournament  attracted  243 
total  golfers  and  grossed  more  than 
$50,000  with  all  the  profits  to  benefit 
the  Methodist  Home's  programs  for 


abused,  abandoned  and  neglected 
children. 

The  event  began  more  than  25 
years  ago  as  a  Disciple  Sunday 
School  project  at  Munholland 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Metairie.  Today,  the  tournament  is 
led  by  a  committee  made  up  of 
United  Methodists  from  St.  Luke's 
and  Cornerstone  in  New  Orleans, 
Munholland  in  Metairie,  and  St. 
Timothy  in  Mandeville. 

For  the  second  year,  Cornerstone 
United  Methodist  Women  have 
donated  baked  beans  and  potato 
salad  for  the  evening  meal,  which 
also  includes  ribs,  brisket,  grilled 
chicken  and  jambalaya.  Grilled 
hamburgers  and  hotdogs  are  served 
for  lunch  as  well  as  food  stations 
positioned  on  two  courses. 

Anyone  interested  in  volunteer¬ 
ing  for  the  event  or  serving  on  the 
2004  committee  to  help  with  the 
25th  Tournament  Year  celebration 
may  contact  Juli  Pattison  at  (504) 
895-7709,  ext.  236  or 
julip@methodisthome.net. 
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Top:  Castor  Youth  Director,  Brenda  McCoy  swings  the  bat  during  the  Cambodia  Mission 
Initiative  Co-ed  Softball  Tournament.  Above:  Coach  Joy  Dee  Wallace,  Tammy  Hill,  Brenda 
and  Sarah  McCoy,  and  Monabeth  Milliron  sell  T-shirts  in  the  food  concession  for  the 
CMI  Co-ed  Softball  Tournament. 

Castor  UMC  supports  Cambodia  initiative 


Castor  United  Methodist  Church 
hosted  a  community  wide  softball  tour¬ 
nament  as  a  fundraiser  for  the 
Cambodia  Mission  Initiative.  Monabeth 
Milliron  is  taking  part  in  a  “preaching 
and  teaching"  LAVIM  Mission  to  Koki, 
Cambodia  Jan.  25  -  February  6,  2004. 

Monabeth,  a  fourth  grade  teacher  at 
Castor  Elementary,  will  be  leading  the 
English  as  a  Second  Language  (ESL) 
component  of  the  12  member  team  to 
the  Spean  Chivit  “The  Bridge  of  Life” 
UMC  in  Koki,  Cambodia  located  about 
12  miles  east  of  Phnom  Penh  on  the 
Mekong  River. 

The  tournament  consisted  of  six 
teams  who  all  played  one  another  in  co¬ 
ed  softball.  Team  entry  fees,  sales  from  a 
concession  stand  and  a  home-run  derby 
netted  Monabeth  $1,500. 

Key  leaders  for  the  tournament  were 
Coach  Joy  Dee  Wallace;  Brenda  and  Brad 
McCoy,  youth  directors;  and  Tammy  Hill, 
administrative  council  chair. 

Rev.  Doug  Milliron,  pastor  of  Castor 
UMC  and  First  UMC,  Ringgold  will  lead 


the  first  LAVIM  Team  to  Cambodia.  He 
serves  as  the  Cambodia  Mission 
Initiative  Coordinator  for  the  La.  Annual 
Conference  and  as  Conference  Secretary 
of  Global  Ministries.  Nearly  $32,000  of 
the  $35,000  needed  for  the  building  and 
land  for  the  Spean  Chivit  “The  Bridge  of 
Life"  UMC  in  Koki,  Cambodia  has  been 
raised  since  June  of  2002.  The  remaining 
$3,000  is  needed  before  the  end  of  this 
year. 

The  two  other  components  of  the  12 
member  mission  team  are  Vacation 
Bible  School  (VBS)  led  by  Rev.  Jon 
Tellifero  of  First  UMC  Deridder,  and 
Leadership  Development  Seminars 
(LDS)  led  by  Rev.  Jack  O’Dell,  Minister  of 
Missions  at  Broadmoor  UMC  in 
Shreveport. 

Our  Conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  adopted  the  Cambodia 
Mission  Initiative  of  our  annual  confer¬ 
ence  for  the  next  two  quadrenniums. 

The  January  mission  will  formally  con¬ 
nect  the  La.  Annual  Conference  with  the 
Bridge  of  Life  UMC  in  Koki. 


Students  from  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  the  University  of  Louisiana  recently 
completed  a  mission  to  Juarez,  Mexico. 


UL  Lafayette  students  journey  to  Mexico 


In  May,  ten  students  from  the 
University  of  Louisiana’s  Wesley 
United  Campus  Ministry  boarded  a 
van  and  drove  to  Juarez,  Mexico. 

They  spent  a  week  there  building 
a  home  for  a  family.  In  the  months 
prior  to  the  trip  each  student  raised 
$250  by  selling  bricks  for  $5  each. 
One  of  the  students  on  the  trip  was 
from  El  Paso,  Texas.  Her  home 
church,  Western  Hills  United 
Methodist  Church,  gladly  welcomed 
them  to  stay  there  while  working, 
and  even  provided  a  few  meals. 

The  first  day  there  was  nothing 
but  a  pile  of  sand,  hundreds  of 
bricks,  and  a  few  bags  of  cement 
mix.  But  after  four  days  of  fantastic 
work,  there  stood  a  house  that  could 
shelter  a  family. 

The  family  was  so  appreciative. 
Not  only  did  they  help  build  the 
house,  but  they  also  cooked  great 
Mexican  food  for  the  students.  There 
were  two  young  children,  ages  two 
and  four,  in  the  family. 

Each  day  the  students  brought 
crayons  and  coloring  books  for  them 


to  color  and  took  time  to  sit  and  play 
with  them.  Although  they  did  not 
speak  the  same  language,  they  could 
still  communicate  through  love  and 
caring. 

Another  way  the  love  of  Christ 
was  shared  throughout  the  entire 
community  was  by  bringing  tons  of 
Mardi  Gras  beads  and  passing  them 
out  to  the  children  walking  down  the 
road.  As  school  busses  would  pass 
by,  the  children  would  hang  out  the 
windows  begging  for  the  beads.  It 
was  interesting  to  see  how  much 
they  cherished  the  beads;  while  over 
here  in  Louisiana  we  really  don’t 
think  that  much  of  them. 

It  was  hard  saying  bye  to  the  fam¬ 
ily  after  building  such  a  close  friend¬ 
ship  with  them.  In  the  months  prior 
to  the  trip  the  students  had  gathered 
clothes,  shoes,  and  toys  to  bring  to 
the  family.  On  the  last  day  they  gave 
these  gifts  away,  including  two  new 
rugs  for  the  house.  The  greatest  joy 
was  seeing  the  big  smile  on  the  dad’s 
face  when  he  was  given  a  new  pair 
of  shoes. 


Executive  Director  Sought  in  New  Orleans 

St.  Mark’s  Community  Center,  a  non-profit  organization  connected  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  seeks  a  leader  with  a  strong  financial 
background  to  fill  an  immediate  opening  for  the  position  of  an  executive 
director.  Working  with  a  board  of  directors,  the  executive  will  manage 
the  agency’s  educational,  vocational,  recreational  and  economic  devel¬ 
opment  programs  in  the  community.  This  job  requires  developing  and 
administering  programs;  managing  finances  and  personnel;  property 
maintenance  and  fund  raising.  Qualifications  are  an  undergraduate 
degree,  preferably  in  business  management  or  marketing.  Proven  budget 
control  and  fund-raising  experience  essential.  Retired  executives  with 
non-profit  agency  knowledge  and  seeking  a  challenge  are  welcome.  This 
institution  is  part  of  the  outreach  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Search  Committee,  St.  Mark’s  Community 
Center,  1 130  North  Rampart  St.,  New  Orleans  LA  701 16.  Deadline; 
November  26,  2003. 
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FUMC,  Shreveport,  to  host  'Wesley  Tour' 


“The  Wesley  Tour:  Tracing  the  foot¬ 
steps  of  John  and  Charles  Wesley” 

May  1-7,  2004,  will  be  sponsored  by  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport 
for  all  interested  United  Methodists. 

The  tour  leaves  from  Shreveport,  vis¬ 
iting  Montgomery,  Ala.,  Calloway 
Gardens,  Savannah,  Cockspur  Island, 
Thunderbolt,  and  St.  Simons  Island  in 
Georgia. 

The  group  will  also  visit  Bethesda 
Home  for  boys,  Reynolds  Square,  Jekyll 
Island  and  the  Wesley  Museum  at 
Epworth  by  the  Sea.  There  is  also  a  sur¬ 
prise  stop. 


Costs  are: 

2  people  per  room  $699 

3  people  per  room  $649 

4  people  per  room  $599 

**Final  payment  due  by  Feb.  29,  2004 

Fees  include  six  nights  lodging,  eight 

meals,  any  tickets  listed  and  roundtrip 
transportation. 

To  be  place  on  the  passenger  list, 
send  $100  per  person  to  Rev.  Regina 
Wren,  First  UMC,  RO.  Drawer  1567, 
Shreveport,  LA  71165.  Flyers  with  all  the 
details  are  available  by  calling  (318)  424- 
7771  or  emailing  rwren@fumcshreve- 
port.org. 
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The  Rev.  Gary  Mason,  minister  at  the  East  Belfast  Mission,  stands  in  front  of  a 
wall  where  an  old  paramilitary  mural  is  being  removed  to  make  way  for  a  new 
one  that  will  honor  both  Catholic  and  Protestant  war  heroes  from  World  Wars  I 

and  II.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Kathleen  LaCamera. 

Painting  over  the  past  in  Northern  Ireland 


BELFAST,  Northern  Ireland 
(UMNS)  —  For  years,  it  has  been 
almost  impossible  to  get  to  a  wor¬ 
ship  service  at  the  East  Belfast 
Mission,  attend  a  seniors  lunch  or  go 
to  a  youth  group  meeting  without 
confronting  images  of  violence  and 
terror. 

They  are  literally  painted  on  the 
walls.  Paramilitary  murals,  as  they 
are  called,  can  cover  the  whole  side 
of  a  house  and  often  pay  tribute  to 
those  who  have  used  guns  and 
bombs  to  make  their  opinions  heard 
during  30  years  of  violence  between 
Catholic  and  Protestant. 

But  the  view  in  this  neighborhood 
is  changing.  The  Rev.  Gary  Mason,  a 
Methodist  pastor,  and  his  colleagues 
have  spent  more  than  a  year  negoti¬ 
ating  with  local  Protestant  paramili¬ 
tary  groups  to  replace  militaristic 
murals  with  new  ones  celebrating 
local  culture  and  human  achieve¬ 
ment.  So  far,  eight  are  finished.  They 
include  tributes  to  writer  C.S.  Lewis, 
who  grew  up  here,  and  the  Titanic, 
which  was  built  in  the  local  Harland 
and  Wolff  shipyard.  One  new  mural 
even  honors  Methodism  founder 
John  Wesley  along  with  Martin 
Luther  and  John  Calvin. 

Some  new  murals  celebrate  local 
icons. 


“Imagine  a  6-  or  7-year-old  child 
who  gets  up  every  morning,  opens 
the  curtains,  and  the  first  things  he 
sees  are  two  hooded  gunmen  paint¬ 
ed  on  the  side  of  the  building  across 
the  street,”  Mason  says.  “Is  that 
healthy?  Now  imagine  that  same 
child  is  getting  up  and  is  seeing 
scenes  from  the  C.S.  Lewis  children’s 
classic,  The  Lion,  the  Witch  and  the 
Wardrobe.” 

Mason  suggested  replacing  some 
of  the  local  murals  as  part  of  a  larger 
effort  to  regenerate  the  area,  which 
ranks  fifth  out  of  560  electoral  wards 
as  the  worst  place  to  live  in  Northern 
Ireland. 

It  was  a  suggestion  local  paramili¬ 
taries  initially  reacted  to  with 
“extreme  caution  -  capital  letters!” 
he  confesses.  The  East  Belfast 
Mission  eventually  applied  for  and 
received  government  funding  for  the 
murals  program,  officially  called, 
“The  Writing  is  Not  on  the  Wall  proj¬ 
ect." 

This  is  not  some  simple  “spruce- 
up-the-neighborhood"  effort.  The 
old,  traditional  paramilitary  murals 
mark  out  territory.  Whether  painted 
by  Catholics  or  Protestants,  they  are 
meant  to  intimidate  the  “other  tribe” 
and  remind  their  own  community 
who  is  in  charge. 


Hutchinson  urges  giving  for  UMCOR 


(UMNS)  -  United  Methodists  can 
respond  to  God’s  call  for  faithfulness 
by  opening  their  wallets,  says 
Louisiana  Bishop  William 
Hutchinson. 

When  Hurricanes  Isidore  and  Lilly 
ravaged  his  state  last  year,  United 
Methodists  cared  for  their  brothers 
and  sisters  through  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  relief  agency. 

In  fact,  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  continues  to 
assist  people  in  the  state. 

“Louisiana  is  still  recovering,”  he 
says.  “This  is  the  one-year  anniversary 
of  Lilly's  coming  ashore,  and  there  is 
still  a  great  deal  of  work  and  cleanup 
that  has  to  be  done.” 

Hutchinson  is  encouraging  United 
Methodists  in  the  state  and  through¬ 
out  the  denomination  to  participate 
in  UMCOR’s  Oct.  19  appeal  to  benefit 
disaster  response  and  recovery  in  the 


United  States. 

“One  of  the  great  ways  we  respond 
to  God  is  by  the  use  of  our  resources,” 
he  says.  “We  have  been  taught 
through  Scripture  and  through  Jesus’ 
teaching  and  Old  Testament  teaching 
that  the  use  of  our  resources  is  one 
way  that  we  demonstrate  our  faith. 
The  more  we  are  able  to  put  our 
resources  to  work  for  the  needs  of  the 
world,  the  more  I  think  we  respond  to 
God.” 

UMCOR  helps  put  faith  into 
action,  and  it  also  puts  concern  for 
people  on  the  front  burner,  he  says. 
Without  the  agency,  the  church  would 
fall  short  in  meeting  its  mandate  of 
caring  for  those  in  need,  he  says. 

“I  believe  that  the  gospel  leads  us 
to  care  for  people  in  all  of  their  states 
of  need,  and  without  UMCOR  there 
would  be  a  lot  of  things  that  we  could 
not  address.” 


Recent  storms  deplete  UMCOR  coffers 


(UMNS)  -  A  series  of  major  storms 
has  taxed  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  relief  agency,  virtually 
depleting  its  funds  for  responding  to 
future  disasters  in  the  United  States. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  has  launched  a  churchwide 
appeal  to  replenish  its  funds.  Agency 
leaders  are  urging  local  churches  to 
take  an  offering  on  that  date  or  soon 
after. 

Storms  during  the  past  16  months 
have  left  the  agency  with  less  than 
$100,000  for  undesignated  disaster 
response  in  the  United  States. 

Since  last  year,  UMCOR  has  pro¬ 
vided  $1.5  million  to  annual  confer¬ 
ences  for  relief  and  response  work. 
Annual  conferences  are  asking 
UMCOR  for  another  $1.1  million  to 
continue  existing  recovery  programs 
in  response  to  storms  in  the  South 
and  Midwest.  Additional  funds  are 
needed  to  address  the  devastation 
caused  by  Hurricane  Isabel,  which 
struck  the  East  Coast  in  September. 

Based  on  previous  appeals, 

UMCOR  anticipates  raising  more 
than  $2  million,  though  agency  offi¬ 
cials  say  the  need  in  the  annual  con¬ 
ferences  could  exceed  that. 

Louisiana  is  one  of  many  states 
where  UMCOR  provides  ongoing 
recovery  help.  Hurricanes  Isidore  and 
Lilly  struck  the  state  within  days  of 
each  other  in  October  2002,  destroy¬ 
ing  farmland  and  homes. 

“The  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  is  a  way  in  which  our  faith  is 
put  into  concrete  action,”  said 
Louisiana  Bishop  William 
Hutchinson. 

“It  is  a  way  in  which  our  beliefs  are 
transmitted  to  the  general  public,  and 
it  is  a  way  to  help  people  recover  from 
things  not  necessarily  of  their  own 
making. 

UMCOR  is  a  way  for  us  to  be 
responsible  to  God  as  we  are  called  to 
be  a  servant  and  care  for  other  peo¬ 
ple.” 

The  agency  is  appealing  to  church 
members  for  money  "because  the 


vast  majority  of  our  donations  are 
specifically  designated  for  a  particular 
Advance  and  we  cannot  use  them  (the 
money)  for  this  purpose,”  said  the 
Rev.  Kristin  Sachen,  a  UMCOR  staff 
executive.  The  Advance  is  a  church - 
wide  program  that  raises  money  for  a 
wide  range  of  ministries  and  mission 
work. 

The  appeal  money,  Sachen  said, 
would  be  used  to  fund  programs 
developed  by  annual  conference  dis¬ 
aster  response  teams.  UMCOR  helps 
conferences  assist  the  most  vulnera¬ 
ble  through  long-term  case  manage¬ 
ment  and  volunteer  building  and 
repair  teams. 

UMCOR  is  funded  through  the 
proceeds  from  the  annual  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing  offering,  taken  the 
fourth  Sunday  during  Lent,  and  not 
by  apportionments,  she  said.  “Our 
capacity  to  respond  to  the  forgotten 
disasters  is  determined  by  the  avail¬ 
ability  of  undesignated  funds.  We 
don’t  want  any  annual  conference  to 
be  forgotten.”  The  annual  offering 
raises  27  cents  per  church  member 
for  UMCOR,  she  said. 

United  Methodists  should  respond 
to  the  appeal  because  “UMCOR  is  one 
of  the  longest-serving  disaster  recov¬ 
ery  bodies  that  is  on  site,”  Hutchinson 
said.  While  other  groups  come  in 
immediately  and  then  leave,  “UMCOR 
is  there  for  the  long  term  and  does  a 
tremendous  amount  of  work  over  a 
long  period  of  time.  This  is  where  the 
long-term  effects  of  helping  people  in 
their  lives  takes  place.” 

UMCOR,  he  added,  “puts  our  faith 
in  action  and  puts  our  concern  for 
people  and  their  lives  on  the  front 
burner.” 

Since  May,  severe  weather  systems 
have  brought  tornados,  floods  and 
hurricanes  to  numerous  parts  of  the 
United  States,  leaving  behind  major 
damage  and  exposing  the  most  vul¬ 
nerable. 

The  events  brought  death,  injuries, 
damage  and  destruction  to  homes, 
businesses  and  crops. 


8 


Louisiana  ConferenceA^/f/ 


November  7, 2003 


Takin'  It  to  the  Streets  2003 

Project  leader  Joey  Solomon  of  Lea  Joyner  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
oversees  the  construction  of  ramp  modules  during  Takin'  It  to  the  Streets  2003 
in  Monroe,  top.  Student  volunteers  from  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  Northeastern 
University  receive  their  instructions  for  the  day  from  Director  David  Key.  Takin' 

It  to  the  Streets  also  served  the  Lake  Charles  area  this  year,  with  a  ramp  at  the 
home  of  90-year-old  former  Baptist  preacher  Harold  Shelton,  above. 


Palestinians  collect  the  remains  of  olive  trees  bulldozed  in  April  by  the  Israeli 
military  in  the  Gaza  strip,  occupied  since  1967  by  Israel.  Many  of  the  trees  were 
hundreds  of  years  old.  The  trunks  are  often  taken  to  be  replanted  on  Israeli  set¬ 
tlements  in  the  Palestinian  territories,  a  umns  photo  by  Paul  Jeffrey. 


Church  lends  hope  to  struggling  Palestinians 


JERUSALEM  (UMNS)— While 
peace  in  the  Middle  East  remains 
elusive,  Action  by  Churches  Together 
International  continues  providing 
help  and  hope  to  people  in  the  occu¬ 
pied  Palestinian  territories. 

Despite  efforts  by  the  internation¬ 
al  community  to  push  the  “road  map 
for  peace,”  Palestinians  still  face 
travel  restrictions,  unemployment, 
hunger  and  daily  humiliations  under 
Israeli  occupation.  Yet  they  also  can 
count  on  support  from  ACT  mem¬ 
bers  that  have  been  working  in  the 
area  for  decades,  healing  the  sick, 
providing  job  training,  and  helping 
Palestinians  build  a  functioning  civil 
society. 

“We  are  grateful  to  ACT,  because 
through  their  support  we’ve  been 
able  to  treat  many  in  need  and  give 
hope  to  those  who  are  hopeless," 
says  Suhaila  Tarazi,  director  of  the 
Episcopal  Church’s  Ahli  Arab 
Hospital  in  the  strife-torn  Gaza  Strip. 
“Because  of  ACT’s  support,  we  feel 
we  are  not  alone.” 

ACT  is  an  international  alliance  of 
churches  and  church-related  agen¬ 
cies  responding  to  emergencies.  The 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  is  an  active  member  of  ACT. 

Much  of  ACT’s  work  focuses  on 
helping  people  survive  during  a  time 
of  tension  and  violence  between 
Israelis  and  Palestinians.  The  current 
intifada,  or  popular  uprising  by  the 
Palestinians,  has  been  under  way 
since  late  2000. 

In  August  2002,  when  several 
West  Bank  cities  were  cut  off  by  the 
Israeli  military,  the  International 
Christian  Committee  —  a  service 
arm  of  the  Middle  East  Council  of 
Churches,  an  ACT  member  —  sent 
five  trucks  loaded  with  1,900  food 
packages  to  the  besieged  cities  of 
Tulkarem  and  Nablus.  The  convoy, 
accompanied  by  international 
church  leaders,  faced  down  Israeli 
tanks  to  deliver  the  emergency  sup¬ 
plies. 

Khaldiyeh  Hamdan  was  one  of 


those  in  Nablus  who  received  food 
from  that  effort  for  her  family.  She 
had  lost  part  of  her  house  when  an 
Israeli  bulldozer  smashed  through  it 
to  open  a  wider  access  for  military 
tanks  to  enter  the  narrow  streets  of 
the  old  city. 

Four  months  pregnant,  she  fled 
with  her  children  to  a  neighbor’s, 
and  they  were  allowed  to  return 
home  three  days  later,  their  hands  in 
the  air  under  the  gaze  of  Israeli 
snipers. 

Searching  through  the  rubble 
beside  what  was  left  of  their  home, 
her  children  found  the  body  of  a 
neighbor,  yet  they  weren’t  allowed  to 
remove  the  body  from  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  until  the  curfew  was  lifted  for  a 
few  hours  seven  days  later. 

Hamdan  says  the  food  provided 
by  ICC/ACT  helped  restore  hope  to 
people  terrorized  by  the  incursion. 
“When  the  food  came,  it  not  only 
helped  us  survive  physically,  it 
reminded  us  that  people  outside  of 
here  cared  about  us,”  she  says. 

In  Hebron,  an  ancient  city  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  West  Bank — 
where  more  than  5,000  Israeli  sol¬ 
diers  protect  some  500  Jewish  set- 
ders  —  a  state  of  siege  earlier  this 
year  trapped  thousands  of 
Palestinians  in  their  homes.  Israeli 
tanks  and  bulldozers  destroyed  the 
city’s  vegetable  market  in  January, 
and  in  die  weeks  that  followed,  peo¬ 
ple  began  going  hungry.  The 
ICC/ACT  prepared  1,000  family  food 
packages,  each  weighing  30  kilos 
and  containing  sufficient  food  to 
feed  a  family  of  five  for  three  weeks. 

“Getting  the  packages  to  the  hun¬ 
gry  families  wasn’t  easy,  as  the  city 
was  under  curfew  and  the  soldiers 
would  often  shoot  anyone  who 
moved  in  the  streets,”  says  Ramzi 
Zananiri,  the  executive  director  of 
ICC/ACT.  “So  in  many  areas,  we  took 
the  packages  apart,  and  children 
smuggled  the  food  from  house  to 
house  until  it  got  to  its  final  destina¬ 
tion.” 


Avery  endorsed  as 
Episcopal  candidate 

Rev.  Donald  R.  Avery,  pastor  of  St. 
Johns  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge,  has  received  the 
endorsement  of  the  La.  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conference  Delegation 
as  an  Episcopal  candidate.  The  dele¬ 
gation  officially  extended  their 
endorsement  at  their  Oct.  11  meeting 
in  Opelousas. 


Volunteers  can  express 
'Willingness  to  Serve' 

Attention  Volunteers! 

Please  consider  adding  your  name 
to  the  Willingness  to  Serve  database, 
accessible  through  the  Conference 
website.  By  adding  your  name  and 
contact  information,  churches  need¬ 
ing  a  volunteer  with  your  expertise 
can  easily  find  you  and  contact  you 
for  help  with  a  specific  project.  Visit 
www.la-umc.org. 
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Foundation  dedicates  new 
office  building  'to  serve' 


The  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  held  a 
Service  of  Dedication  and  Open 
House  at  its  new  location  on 
Jefferson  Highway  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  November  9,  2003. 
The  new  building  was  dedicat¬ 
ed  for  the  purpose  of  serving 
God  through  faithful  disciple- 
ship  and  effective  stewardship 
of  United  Methodists. 

A  large  crowd,  including 
Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson 
and  many  area  clergy,  gathered 
in  the  new  Caraway-Reed 
Conference  Room  for  the  dedi¬ 
cation  service.  This  conference 


room  was  named  for  past  foun¬ 
dation  presidents  Reverend 
James  J.  Caraway  and  Reverend 
Kenneth  R.  Reed. 

Participating  in  the  service 
were  Dr.  Michael  Reeves, 
President  of  the  Foundation; 
Reverend  Robert  L.  Burgess, 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church;  Reverend  Gerald 
Richardson,  District 
Superintendent,  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference;  Bishop 
Hutchinson,  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference;  Rob  Fairly,  Vice 

See  Foundation,  page  3 


The  Foundation  staff  stand  in  front  of  their  new  build¬ 
ing  on  Jefferson  Highway  in  Baton  Rouge,  top. 
President  Michael  Reeves  stands  with  Anita  Crump 
next  to  a  plaque  honoring  her  and  her  husband,  Leroy. 

Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Louisiana  Now!  honored  with  five  awards  in  national  UM  competition 


The  staff  of  Louisiana  Now!  were 
awarded  five  Certificates  of  Merit  for 
achievement  in  writing,  photography 
and  overall  newspaper  quality  during  an 
awards  banquet  at  the  United  Methodist 
Association  of  Communicators  banquet 


in  Philadelphia  on  Oct.  31 

The  annual  competition  compares 
publications,  videos,  brochures  and 
media  spots  produced  by  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  United  Methodist  churchwide 
agencies  and  news  organizations. 


Certificates  of  Merit  were  awarded  to 
Betty'  Backstrom,  editor,  and  Josh  Lewis, 
contributing  editor,  in  the  overall  cate¬ 
gory  of  “Newspapers.” 

See  Awards,  page  8 
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I  Simply  Give  Thanks 


I  was  in  Kansas  City  this  week  for  a 
meeting  between  the  College  of 
Bishops  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  and  the  leadership  of  St. 

Paul  School  of  Theology.  It  was  a 
delightful  visit  to  the  seminary  and  a 
productive  time  as  we  talked  about  the 
present  and  future  of  this  outstanding 
seminary.  On  the  day  we  were  sched¬ 
uled  to  leave,  the  weather  began  to 
change.  What  had  been  a  very  pleas¬ 
ant,  balmy  November  environment 
suddenly  turned  windy  with  dropping 
temperatures.  The  leaves  were  turning 
loose  of  the  trees  to  which  they  had 
clung  for  life  and  were  swirling  down 
the  streets  at  a  rapid  pace.  A  mere  suit 
coat  was  inadequate  to  stop  the  biting 
presence  of  the  persistent  wind  as  it 
blew  down  the  plains  and  across  the 
campus.  It  was  an  invigorating  change 
as  it  signaled  in  my  mind  the  coming 
of  Thanksgiving  and  all  the  beauty  and 
joy  of  this  truly  American  holiday. 

The  windy  change  set  my  mind  to 
thinking  about  the  various  things  for 
which  I  am  thankful  this  year.  In  the 
midst  of  a  terror-stained  world,  it  is 
good  to  stop  and  give  thanks.  The 
scripture  passage  that  first  comes  to 
my  mind  is  “Rejoice  always,  pray  con¬ 
stantly,  give  thariks  in  all  circum¬ 
stances;  for  this  is  the  will  of  God  in 
Christ  Jesus  for  you.”  (I  Thessalonians 
5:18)  For  one  aspect  of  thanksgiving  it 
is  crucial  that  we  get  the  right  preposi¬ 
tion  in  our  thinking.  The  scripture 
does  not  say,  “FOR  all  circumstances,” 
but  “IN  all  circumstances.” 

In  the  midst  of  an  uncertain  time,  I 
give  thanks.  Not  “for”  an  uncertain 
time.  In  the  midst  of  war  and  daily 
death  from  violence  I  give  thanks.  Not 
“for”  war  and  daily  violence.  In  the 
midst  of  poverty  and  lack  of  basic 
needs  for  so  many  of  the  people  of  our 
state  I  give  thanks.  Not  “for”  their 
poverty  and  lack  of  basic  needs.  In  the 
midst  of  the  disintegrating  family 
structure  of  our  nation  I  give  thanks. 
Not  “for”  the  disintegrating  family 
structures. 

At  the  same  time  I  give  thanks  FOR 
many  things.  For  a  God  who  loved  me 
before  I  knew  I  was  lovable  and  for  a 
Savior  who  has  redeemed  my  life  and 
for  a  Holy  Spirit  who  gives  me  strength 
for  the  living  of  each  day  I  give  thanks. 
For  family  who  love  me  and  who  con¬ 
tinue  to  uphold  me  and  pray  for  me  in 
my  work  and  daily  life  I  give  thanks. 
For  friends  who  understand  me  and 
want  to  be  with  me,  and  who  lovingly 
call  me  to  accountability  for  who  I  am 
I  give  thanks.  For  the  honor  and  privi¬ 
lege  of  serving  the  people  of  Louisiana 
and  the  sacred  calling  of  being  the 
spiritual  and  temporal  leader  of  The 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


United  Methodist 
Churches  of  our 
state  I  give  thanks. 
For  those  who 
believe  me  to  be  an 
inadequate  leader 
and  whose  criti¬ 
cism  and  questions 
cause  me  to  assess 
constandy  my 
motives  and  skills 
and  challenge  me 
to  try  harder,  I  give 
thanks. 


For  cool  mornings  and  warm  after¬ 
noons  I  give  thanks.  For  blue  skies  and 
green  swamps  I  give  thanks.  For  sugar 
cane  fields,  cotton  fields,  rice  fields 
and  strawberry  fields  I  give  thanks. 

For  alligator  crossings,  deer  crossings, 
armadillo  crossings  and  bear  crossings 
I  give  thanks.  For  squirrels  that  busily 
go  about  their  unending  work,  for  car¬ 
dinals  that  build  their  nest  in  my  dog¬ 
wood  tree,  for  the  neighborhood  cat 
who  looks  in  our  dining  room  window 
every  morning,  and  for  the  possum 
that  occasionally  shows  up  in  our  back 
yard  I  give  thanks. 

For  the  children  I  see  standing  each 
morning  waiting  for  the  school  bus  I 
give  thariks.  For  the  street  person  who 
makes  her  way  slowly  down  North 
Boulevard  I  give  thanks.  For  the 
vibrant  youth  who  fill  our  Conference 
Center  at  fall  retreats  I  give  thanks.  For 
the  elderly  community  who  laugh  at 
time  and  joyfully  celebrate  their  long 
and  loving  journey  I  give  thanks. 

For  the  privilege  of  writing  to  you 
every  other  week  I  give  thanks.  For  the 
ever-present  hope  of  seeing  your  face 
as  I  travel  the  state  I  give  thanks.  For 
the  moments  of  gathering  together 
with  you  in  worship  and  service  I  give 
thanks. 

For  being  I  give  thanks.  For  what  is 
to  come  I  give  thanks.  For  that  which 
has  been  I  give  thanks.  I  simply  give 
thanks. 

May  you  stop  in  your  busy  tracks 
and  give  thanks  of  your  own.  Not 
always  FOR  all  things  that  have  hap¬ 
pened  to  you,  but  IN  the  midst  of  all 
that  has  happened  to  you.  And  as  you 
begin  to  be  thankful  I’m  sure  you  will 
quickly  find  that  the  “FOR’S”  signifi- 
candy  outnumber  the  “IN’S”.  Thanks 
be  to  God. 

A  Happy,  Blessed,  and  Thanks-filled 
Thanksgiving  to  each  of  you.. 


Baldwin  to  present  on  spiritual  development 


Retired  Bishop  Marvin 

Retired  United  Methodist  Bishop  R. 
Marvin  Stuart,  93,  who  advocated  full 
clergy  rights  for  women  in  the  denomi¬ 
nation,  died  Nov.  1 1  at  his  Palo  Alto, 

Calif.,  retirement  home. 

Born  in  Paullina,  Iowa,  Stuart  was 


Stuart  dead  at  93 

ordained  in  1934  and  elected  bishop  in 
1964.  He  served  as  president  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops  in  1978.  His  election 
to  bishop  highlighted  a  ministerial 
career  that  included  22  years  as  pastor 
in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  area. 


Christina  Baldwin,  Christian  author 
and  speaker,  will  present  spiritual  devel¬ 
opment  workshops  on  Friday,  Nov.  21 
and  Saturday,  Nov.  22  at  Parker 
Community  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans.  Baldwin  will  also  deliver 
the  homily  at  Parker  UMC  on  Sunday 
morning  at  11  a.m.,  entitled  “Holding 
God’s  Creative  Tension.” 

The  workshops  seek  to  make 
Christians  aware  of  the  need  to  design  an 
inner  life  that  supports  their  outer  lives, 
and  vice  versa.  Baldwin  has  worked  with 
tens  of  thousands  of  people  to  develop 
their  capacity  to  hear  the  stories  of  their 
lives,  the  stories  of  each  other,  and  the 
guidance  of  the  Spirit. 

Based  on  her  most  recent  book,  The 
Seven  Whispers,  this  presentation  and 


workshop  helps  participants  notice  and 
create  moments  of  centering  throughout 
the  day  which  can  provide  guidance, 
wisdom  and  gentle  reminding  of  how  to 
hold  the  details  and  challenges  of  life. 

Baldwin  has  nearly  30  years  of  experi¬ 
ence  in  her  field,  and  is  well  known  for 
her  books  on  journal  writing,  including 
her  book  Life’s  Companion:  Journal 
Writing  as  a  Spiritual  Quest. 

Friday’s  session  is  from  7-9  p.m.  and 
SaUirday’s  workshop  is  from  9  a.m.- 12:30 
p.m.  Admission  for  Friday  is  $10  in 
advance  and  $12  at  the  door;  Saturday’s 
session  is  $35  in  advance  and  $45  at  the 
door;  two-day  packages  are  $45  in 
advance  and  $55  at  the  door. 

Call  Parker  UMC  at  (504)  895-1222  for 
additional  information. 


United  Methodist 

Student  Day  Offering 

Please  remember  to  give  generously 
Sunday,  Nov.  30. 
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Africa  U.  student  receives  La.UM  scholarship 


Memory  Daniel  of 
Zimbabwe,  a  student 
at  Africa  University,  is 
the  recipient  of  the  La. 

Conference  Endowed 
Scholarship  for  the 
2003-04  academic 
year.  Memory  is  a 
fourth-year  student 
enrolled  in  the  Faculty 
of  Education. 

Enrollment  at 
Africa  University,  which  is  located  in 
Zimbabwe,  currendy  exceeds  1,300.  Now 
one  of  the  universities  of  choice  on  the 
African  continent,  the  institution  has 
received  more  than  4,000  applications 
for  the  390  spaces  available  for  the  cur¬ 
rent  academic  year. 


In  other  news,  James  H.  Salley,  associ¬ 
ate  vice  chancellor  for  institutional 
development,  announced  an  anony¬ 
mous  gift  of  real  estate  valued  in  excess 
of  $5  million  to  Africa  University.  The 
largest  gift  ever  received  in  tire  universi¬ 
ty’s  1 1  year  history,  the  funds  will  be 
used  to  endow  scholarships  and  to  fund 
a  capital  project. 

Another  success  story  is  the  recent 
progress  of  the  university’s  partnership 
with  Christian  Alliance  for 
Elumanitarian  Aid,  Inc. 

A  shipment  of  medical  clinics,  medi¬ 
cines,  supplies,  seeds,  food  concentrates 
and  100,000  HIV/AIDS  test  kits  (all  val¬ 
ued  at  $1.6  million)  will  arrive  in 
Zimbabwe  in  several  weeks  to  provide 
much  needed  aid. 


Congress  on  Evangelism  set  for  Jan.  in  Nashville 


Awaken  the  Nation  2004,  the  Congress 
on  Evangelism,  will  be  held  Jan.  5-8,  2004 
at  the  Opryland  Hotel  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 
The  Congress  focuses  on  renewing  and 
revitalizing  pastors  and  lay  leaders, 
increasing  churches’  evangelism  efforts 
in  youth,  worship,  pastoral  ministries. 

Sponsored  by  the  Council  on 
Evangelism  and  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  the  congress  will  feature 
Rev.  Dr.  Maxie  Dunnam,  noted  author 
and  speaker,  Rev.  Dr.  Adam  Hamilton, 
pastor  of  United  Methodist  Church  of 
the  Resurrection  and  Bishop  William 
Wesley  Morris,  Tennessee  Annual 
Conference. 


Workshops  will  focus  on  marriage 
and  family,  evangelism  in  the  laity,  wor¬ 
ship  and  healing  from  the  black  per¬ 
spective,  developing  Hispanic  ministres, 
growing  a  small  town /rural  church, 
helping  those  with  substance  abuse, 
developing  a  comprehensive  evangelism 
plan,  and  much  more. 

Special  rates  are  available  for  multiple 
staffs.  Contact  Patti  Fryman  for  details  at 
(903)  592-7396,  or  email  pfryman@mar- 
vinumc.com. 

Copies  of  the  registration  form  for  die 
congress  may  be  obtained  in  the  lobby 
of  the  La.  Conference  Area  Offices,  527 
North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 


'Smartt  shopper'  uses  sales  to  give  more  gifts 


SMARTT,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  Stores  may 
be  just  beginning  the  Christmas  sales 
season,  but  Lolly  Webster  has  her  gifts 
purchased  and  wrapped.  In  fact,  she’s 
been  finished  with  her  holiday  shopping 
since  the  Fourth  of  July. 

Webster  calls  her  garage  "Santa's 
workshop,"  and  inside  she  stores  the 
dozens  of  dolls,  trucks,  sweaters  and 
stuffed  animals  she'll  share  with 
strangers  during  the  season  of  giving. 

The  energetic  retiree  says  it's  fun  to  see 
how  much  she  can  get  for  her  money. 
And  it's  even  more  fun  to  share  those 
bargains  with  families  in  need. 

All  year,  this  Smartt  shopper  scours 
clearance  racks  and  seasonal  sales  to 
find  items. 

Her  goal  is  "that  children  are  happy. 

So  they  can  go  back  to  school  and  say  'I 
got ...'  and  name  stuff.  There's  nothing 
sadder  than  a  kid  who  has  to  go  back 
and  say,  'one  thing  or  two  things.'" 

From  1978  until  1993,  Webster  worked 
in  western  New  York  state  for  the 


Department  of  Social  Services.  Part  of 
her  job  involved  providing  Christmas 
gifts  for  children  on  the  welfare  rolls. 
Webster  was  determined  that  each  of  the 
500  children  a  year  would  receive  more 
than  one  item. 

"I  wanted  each  child  not  to  just  get  a 
toy,  but  a  bag  of  toys,"  she  says. 

So  this  mother  of  two  found  creative 
ways  to  work  within  a  tight  budget,  like 
visiting  a  nearby  auction  to  get  the 
cheapest  deals  possible. 

"My  children  grew  up  never  having 
turkey  on  Thanksgiving.  We  went  to 
Pennsylvania  solely  to  buy  toys  for  chil¬ 
dren  on  Thanksgiving  Day,"  she  recalls. 

Not  only  did  she  buy  gifts  as  part  of 
her  on-the-job  duties,  she  and  her  family 
sacrificed  and  adopted  needy  families 
every  Christmas.  It  didn't  feel  like  a 
tough  choice  to  Webster,  who  attends 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church.  "What 
you  give  comes  back  to  you  10  times.  I 
think  that's  what  we're  here  for,  is  to 
give,"  she  says. 
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Top:  Rev.  Jimmie  and  Carol  Caraway  stand  with  a  plaque  commemorating  a  gift 
he  made  in  her  honor.  Middle:  CEO  Michael  Reeves  reads  during  the  consecra¬ 
tion,  flanked  by  Ken  Reed,  Bishop  William  Hutchinson  and  Dan  Krutz  of  the  La. 
Interchurch  Conference.  Above:  Reed  shares  a  laugh  with  Marcus  and  Gay  Wren 
and  Morris  Inabnet.  Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Foundation, 

President  of  the  Foundation;  Reed 
and  Caraway. 

Funding  for  tire  new  budding, 
located  at  8337  Jefferson  Highway, 
was  possible  through  the  generosity 
of  the  late  Jesse  Stafford  of 
Ponchatoula. 

Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  timber 
land  from  the  Stafford  Estate  provid¬ 
ed  the  money  for  the  lot  and  con¬ 
struction  of  the  building.  Many  oth¬ 
ers  contributed  toward  furnishing 
and  equipping  the  building.  “Mr. 
Stafford's  generosity  and  leadership 
has  enabled  the  Foundation  and  the 
Conference  to  expand  its  ministry 
and  services.  Giving  begets  giving 
and  Mr.  Stafford’s  life  is  an  example," 
said  Reeves. 


from  page  7 

A  Building  Committee  made  up  of 
board  members  Omer  Davis,  the  late 
Cam  Leach  and  Richard  Boisture,  and 
staff  members  Reeves  and  Fairly  was 
appointed  to  lead  the  building  proj¬ 
ect.  Architect  Richard  Brown  of  Bani, 
Carville  and  Brown  designed  the 
building  to  meet  current  and  project¬ 
ed  needs  for  several  years  with  the 
capacity  for  future  expansion.  Also, 
Tracy  LaMoyne  of  LaMoyne  Design 
Associates  was  retained  for  the  interi¬ 
or  design  work. 

The  United  Methodist  Foundation 
of  Louisiana  was  established  in  1975 
to  provide  financial  services  to  local 
United  Methodist  churches  and 
church-related  institutions  through¬ 
out  the  state. 
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RUSTON  DISTRICT 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  Ruston  District  Communication  Advisor: 

Laura  Jones 
2019  Airport  Loop 
Homer,  LA  71040 

(318)  927-5220  E-mail:  lmjones@bayou.com 


The  East  Wind  Mission  group,  a  mission  group  made  up  of  folks  from  Downsville 
United  Methodist  Church  and  other  churches,  has  been  helping  those  in  need 
for  about  12  years. They  have  built  churches  from  the  ground  up,  repaired 
churches,  built  fellowship  halls  and  repaired  parsonages  for  Native  Americans  in 
Arizona  and  Oklahoma,  but  they  are  open  to  wherever  the  Lord  leads  them. 

Rev.  Johnie  Adkins  of  Summerfield  UMC  had  heard  of  the  mission  group  from 
Downsville  and  called  Rev.  Owen  Peyton  of  the  Downsville  UMC  to  ask  him  if 
they  would  be  willing  to  replace  an  old  handicap  ramp  at  the  Summerfield 
church.The  group  was  asked  and  after  prayer  they  agreed  to  take  on  the  proj¬ 
ect.  After  completing  the  ramp,  everyone  on  the  team  agreed  that  it  was  a 
blessing  to  be  able  to  help  those  nice  folks  at  Summerfield  UMC. 


Athens  UMC  to  host 'Road  to  Bethlehem' event 


Athens  United  Methodist  Church  will 
host  a  drive  through  Nativity  “Road  to 
Bethlehem”.  The  event  will  be  held  on 
Friday,  Dec.  19,  from  6  p.m.  to  7:30  p.m. 

Come  and  bring  your  family  and 
friends  to  relive  that  first  Christmas 
through  live  scenes  and  music.  The 
scenes  will  begin  on  Hwy.  9  across  from 
Mount  Olive  Christian  School  and  cul¬ 


minate  at  Athens  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Enjoy  Christian  fellowship  during  this 
wonderful  Christmas  season.  It  is  a  free 
service  and  everyone  is  welcome  to 
attend. 

For  additional  information,  you  may 
contact  Bro.  Charles  or  Lynn  Penuell  at 
258-5061. 


First  United  Methodist  Church  and  Wesley  Chapel  UMC  in  Homer  recently 
teamed  up  on  a  mission  to  Mexico.  Top:  Volunteers  pose  with  the  new  owners  of 
a  home  the  team  built  during  the  mission.  Middle:  The  team  donated  "Old  True 
Blue,"  one  of  the  member's  sport  utility  vehicle  to  Proyecto  Abrigo. 

Above: The  team  poses  for  a  group  photo. 
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First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Coushatta  recently  completed  the  first  year  of 
its  new  CARE  ministry  to  children  in  a  community  plagued  with  low  educational 
achievement  and  limited  attention  to  the  arts. 

First  UMC,  Coushatta,  shows  it  'CAREs' 


It  was  just  a  dream  that  arose  dur¬ 
ing  a  church  planning  session  in 
January  2002,  but  now  the  Creative 
Arts,  Recreation,  and  Education 
(CARE)  After-School  Program  is  a 
reality.  Recently  CARE  completed  its 
first  year  of  ministry  with  the  children 
of  Red  River  Parish.  In  a  community 
plagued  by  low  educational  achieve¬ 
ment,  limited  attention  to  the  arts, 
and  a  host  of  problems  stemming 
from  poverty,  First  Church  Coushatta 
is  making  a  difference. 

The  CARE  Program  offers  instruc¬ 
tion,  free  of  charge,  in  music,  art  and 
recreation,  as  well  as  tutoring,  to 
third-,  fourth-,  and  fifth-graders  from 
both  public  and  private  schools.  The 
all-volunteer  staff  is  directed  by  Susan 
Taylor,  retired  principal  of  Coushatta 
Elementary,  and  Northwestern 
University  Laboratory  School.  Other 


key  leaders,  with  backgrounds  in  edu¬ 
cation,  recreation  and  the  arts,  form  a 
strong  teaching  staff.  Civic  leaders, 
educators,  business-persons,  and 
others  take  time  from  their  busy 
schedules  to  provide  the  tutoring. 
Pastor  Ellen  Montegudo  shares  Bible 
stories  and  participates  in  the  other 
activities  that  make  this  ministry  such 
a  lively  experience  for  the  team. 

On  April  30,  CARE  closed  its  first 
year  of  ministry  with  an  inspirational 
performance  of  the  musical 
“Showdown  at  Dry  Gulch.”  A  deli¬ 
cious  barbecue  followed  for  all  the 
participants  and  families. 

First  church  Coushatta  is  indebted 
to  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
for  help  with  the  project  through  a 
Peace  with  Justice  grant,  a  Support 
Action  Ministries  (SAM)  grant,  and  a 
gift  from  the  Shreveport  District. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  Shreveport  District  Communication  Advisor: 

Ginger  Rogers 
5722  Grover  PL 
Shreveport,  LA  71105 
(318) 212-8924 

vrogers@citistreetonline.com 


Bishop  William  Hutchinson  speaks  with  a  young  church  member  at  the  recently 
held  Shreveport  District  Laity  banquet. 


Noel  Youth  on  a  Mission!  During  the  summer  of  2003,  Noel's  youth  participated 
in  one,  or  two,  or  for  even  some  three  mission  trips.  While  singing,  repairing, 
traveling,  and  having  fun,  all  three  trips  were  very  successful.  Relationships 
were  formed  among  the  youth,  and  among  the  youth  and  adults  accompany¬ 
ing  them  on  the  trips;  among  the  families  whose  homes  were  being  repaired, 
and  among  the  congregations  where  the  concerts  were  shared.  The  Youth 
Choir  traveled  to  Welsh,  Hayes,  Baton  Rouge,  Metairie,  Orange  Beach,  and 
Pensacola.  The  senior  highs  went  to  Russell  County,  Virginia  and  worked  on 
three  different  projects  for  the  Appalachia  Service  Project.  One  week  later,  the 
junior  highs  went  to  Dallas,  Texas  to  work  on  a  project  for  the  "People  Helping 
People"  project  under  the  City  of  Dallas  Housing  Authority.  It  was  a  great  sum¬ 
mer  for  all  of  them,  while  being  doers  of  the  word. 


Church  group  enjoys  study  on  Mexico 


The  Mary  and  Martha  Circle  of  St. 
Luke’s  UMC  in  Shreveport  enjoyed  a 
very  informative  study  on  Mexico.  Mary 
Gleason  led  the  group  in  two  sessions 
consisting  of  excellent  mini  lectures,  a 
video,  posters,  fact  sheets  and  even  a  few 
language  lessons. 

Following  tire  study  the  group 
enjoyed  a  Mexican  luncheon  at  the 
church.  Nan  Wibker  and  Elsie  Osborn 
planned  the  menu  of  authentic  Mexican 
foods. 

Eleanor  Herd,  Zoe  Ramsey,  Billie  Tate 


and  Nan  Wibker  decorated  the  tables  in 
a  festive  style  of  centerpieces  of  cacti, 
flowers,  com  and  peppers. 

Everyone  wore  their  most  colorful 
clothes  and  the  fiesta  closed  with 
desserts  of  flan  and  Mexican  wedding 
cookies  that  were  wrapped  in  white  flut¬ 
ed  tissue  paper. 

They  had  a  great  time  and  are  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  the  fare  when  Mary  will 
continue  the  study  of  Mexico.  A  special 
love  offering  was  taken  to  help  support 
mission  work  in  Mexico. 
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Religious  journalism  scholarships  available 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodist  students  interested  in  reli¬ 
gious  journalism  careers  have  until 
March  to  apply  for  scholarships  from  the 
denomination’s  communications 
agency. 

United  Methodist  Communications 
offers  scholarships  and  fellowships 
annually  to  students  interested  in  reli¬ 
gious  communications.  The  Nashville, 
Tenn.-based  agency  is  providing  schol¬ 
arships  specifically  for  United 
Methodists  to  help  meet  the  need  for 
trained  communicators  in  the  church.  In 
addition,  the  agency  is  offering  its  sev¬ 
enth  mentoring  experience  to  address 
the  lack  of  racial  and  ethnic  diversity  in 
annual  conference  communications. 

The  $6,000  Stoody-West  Fellowship 
will  help  a  graduate  student  pursuing  a 
career  in  religious  journalism  study  at  an 
accredited  graduate  school  or  depart¬ 
ment  of  journalism. 

The  agency  also  will  award  a  $2,500 
Leonard  M.  Perryman  Communications 
Scholarship  for  an  ethnic  minority  stu¬ 
dent.  This  scholarship  assists  ethnic 
minority  college  students  who  will  be 
juniors  or  seniors  and  are  planning 
careers  in  print  journalism,  public  rela¬ 
tions  and  marketing  or  in  audiovisual  or 
electronic  communications. 

The  Stoody-West  Fellowship  honors 
the  Rev.  Arthur  West  and  the  late  Rev. 
Ralph  Stoody,  who  were  staff  executives 
of  United  Methodist  Communications 
or  one  of  its  predecessor  agencies. 

The  Perryman  scholarship  honors  the 
late  Leonard  Perryman,  a  journalist  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church  for  more 
than  30  years. 

The  $30,000  Judith  L.  Weidman  Racial 
Ethnic  Minority  Fellowship  is  a  full-time, 


salaried  fellowship  given  to  a  United 
Methodist  and  recent  college  or  semi¬ 
nary  graduate  for  a  12-month  period 
beginning  July  1  to  work  in  church  com¬ 
munications. 

The  fellowship  offers  hands-on  expe¬ 
rience  and  mentoring  in  annual  confer¬ 
ence  communications.  It  is  aimed  at 
building  communications  leaders  of 
racial  and  ethnic  minority  background 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church.  The  fel¬ 
lowship,  named  for  the  former  United 
Methodist  Communications  top  execu¬ 
tive,  began  in  1998. 

The  scholarship  and  fellowships  pro¬ 
vide  opportunities  for  students  with 
communications  backgrounds  to 
enhance  their  skills  and  pursue  religious 
communications  as  a  career  option, 
according  to  Amelia  Tucker- Shaw,  a  con¬ 
sultant  in  the  agency’s  Communications 
Resourcing  Team. 

“Because  mass  communications 
departments  at  colleges  and  universities 
don’t  separate  a  special  curriculum  focus 
for  religious  communications,  UMCom 
recognizes  the  need  to  provide  a  link 
between  secular  journalism  and  religion 
communications.” 

Application  deadlines  for  the  Stoody- 
West  and  Perryman  scholarships  as  well 
as  the  Weidman  Racial  Ethnic  Minority 
Fellowship  is  March  15. 

Details  on  the  annual  awards  and 
applications  can  be  found  at  the 
agency’s  Web  site, 

http://www.umcom.org/scholarships. 
More  information  and  applications  for 
the  racial  ethnic  minority  fellowship  are 
available  by  visiting 
http://crt.umc.org/rem  or  calling 
Tucker- Shaw,  scholarship  and  fellowship 
coordinator,  (888)  278-4862. 


Bishops  meet  with  Congo  president  Kabila 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  The  32- 
year-old  president  of  the  Democratic 
Republic  of  the  Congo  is  asking  United 
Methodist  bishops  to  help  his  impover¬ 
ished  and  war-tom  nation  as  he  moves 
to  bring  peace  and,  eventually,  free  elec¬ 
tions  to  his  people. 

Thirteen  bishops,  including  three 
from  the  Congo,  met  with  President 
Joseph  Kabila  during  the  Council  of 
Bishops'  six-day  semiannual  meeting  in 
the  Washington  Area.  Kabila  was  in  the 
U.S.  capital  to  meet  with  President 
George  W.  Bush,  Secretary  of  State  Colin 
Powell  and  executives  from  internation¬ 
al  development  organizations. 

Between  prayers  offered  by  the  bish¬ 
ops,  Kabila  offered  a  frank  assessment  of 
conditions  in  the  African  country,  where 
more  than  1  million  United  Methodists 
live.  He  stated  his  commitment  to  hange 
in  the  nation  as  it  emerges  from  a  six- 
year  war  in  which  millions  of  Congolese 
died. 

"The  will  of  people  is  the  will  of  God. 

It  is  the  will  of  the  people  to  live  in  peace 
with  their  neighbors.  Hearing  this,  who 
was  I  to  go  against  the  will  of  God?"  said 
Kabila,  who  became  president  in  2001 
after  the  assassination  of  his  father, 
President  Laurent  Kabila. 

The  elder  Kabila  had  ruled  since  over¬ 
throwing  dictator  Mobutu  Sese  Seko  in 
1997.  War  erupted  soon  afterward,  with 


surrounding  countries  taking  sides  in 
the  brutal  fighting.  Nearly  1 1,000  U.N. 
peacekeepers  are  working  to  maintain  a 
fragile  peace. 

Speaking  softly  in  English  from  a  sin¬ 
gle  page  of  notes,  Kabila  said  the  Congo 
needs  to  be  a  priority  for  the  worldwide 
United  Methodist  Church. 

"The  Methodist  Church  is  found  on 
each  and  every  corner.  It  is  very,  very 
active,"  Kabila  told  the  bishops.  He  out¬ 
lined  his  top  priorities:  economic  devel¬ 
opment,  the  fight  against  a  fearsome 
epidemic  of  HIV/AIDS,  and  the  move¬ 
ment  to  elections  and  a  democratic  gov¬ 
ernment. 

"Congo  should  become  a  priority 
area.  It  should  be  a  priority  in  your 
prayers  (and)  in  your  social  concern," 
Kabila  said. 

He  asked  the  church  to  help  him 
improve  health  care  throughout  the 
country. 

"We  hope  to  make  sure  that  a  preg¬ 
nant  woman  won't  have  to  walk  100 
kilometers  to  a  medical  center.  Bring  the 
medical  center  to  her." 

Kabila  said  he  seeks  ensure  "that  no 
single  Congolese  will  go  to  bed  without 
eating.  No  father  of  children  will  be 
nable  to  send  his  children  to  school... 
AIDS  is  like  a  war,  but  we  cannot  sign  a 
cease-fire.  We  cannot  afford  to  lose  this 
particular  battle." 


Jr.  High  Retreat 

The  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries  recently  sponsored  two  Junior  High 
Retreats  at  the  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth  Oct.  31 -Nov.  2  and 
Nov.  7-9.  More  than  340  youth  and  adults  attended  the  annual  events. 
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Mt.  Zion,  New  Orleans,  celebrates  women 


“Ordinary  Women:  extraordinary 
faith,  opening  our  lives  to  be  extraordi¬ 
nary  blessings,”  was  the  theme  for  Mt. 
Zion  United  Methodist  Church’s  annual 
Women’s  Day  celebration  on  Sunday, 
November  9,  2003.  The  guest  speaker 
for  the  11  a.m.  service  was  Mrs.  Patricia 
McGuire  McElveen,  a  Christian  woman 
of  faith,  an  educator,  a  thespian  and  an 
advocate  for  young  people.  Mrs. 
McElveen’s  message  was  truly  uplifting 


in  the  spirit  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  out¬ 
standing  music  during  the  service  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  special  Women’s  Day  choir 
was  directed  by  Dr.  S.  Carver  Davenport, 
music  director.  Chairperson  for  the 
Women’s  Day  celebration  was  Mrs. 
Fannie  Perkins  Reddix.  Mrs.  Reddix  is 
also  president  of  the  New  Orleans 
District’s  United  Methodist  Women.  Rev. 
Victor  T.  McCullough  is  senior  pastor  of 
Mt.  Zion  UMC. 


Church  secretaries  conference  set  for  April  '04 


The  Professional  Association  of 
United  Methodist  Church  Secretaries 
will  hold  its  22nd  Annual  Conference, 
“Journey  with  Us  Through  Time,”  from 
April  15-17,  2004  in  Greensboro,  N.  C. 

Workshops  will  include  computers, 
interactive  web  sites,  coping  with 
change,  pensions  and  a  special  session 
for  Episcopal  secretaries. 

Dr.  Laceye  Warner,  assistant  professor 
of  the  Practice  of  Evangelism  and 
Methodist  Studies  at  Duke  Divinity 
School,  will  lead  participants  in  a  study 
of  women’s  ministries  in  the  Bible. 

Rev.  Helen  Davis  Bell,  District 
Superintendent  of  Litde  Kanawha 
District  in  the  West  Virginia  Annual 
Conference,  will  share  her  journey  of 
faith  and  call  to  ministry.  She  will  dis¬ 
cuss  ways  to  be  in  ministry  no  matter 
where  you  are. 

For  more  information  on  the  seminar, 
contact  Nancy  Hamilton  at  (336)  275- 
4587. 


Also  of  interest  is  the  Institute  for 
Professional  United  Methodist  Church 
Secretaries  held  annually  at  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  Emory  University, 
Atlanta,  Ga.  This  year’s  institute  is 
scheduled  for  July  18-23,  2004. 

All  United  Methodist  Church  secre¬ 
taries,  administrative  assistants,  general 
agency,  episcopal,  district  and  annual 
conference  office  personnel  may  attend. 
Only  nadonal  PAUMCS  members  whose 
annual  dues  are  paid  are  eligible  for  cer¬ 
tification  after  successfully  completing 
the  course  of  study.  Each  class  is  limited 
to  30  participants. 

Tuition  for  the  2004  institute  is  $300. 
This  includes  course  materials,  some 
lunches  and  dinners,  and  refreshments. 
Travel,  room,  additional  meals  and  any 
other  incidentals  are  the  responsibility 
of  each  participant. 

For  registration  information  contact 
Cynthia  Haralson,  (847)  425-6548,  or 
email  paumcs@gcfa.org. 


St.  Luke's  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  recently  celebrated  the  300th 
anniversary  of  John  Wesley's  birth. 


Church  celebrates  Wesley's  300th  birthday 


BY  DORIS  HAPPEL 

St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans  celebrated 
John  Wesley’s  300th  birthday  the 
entire  month  of  August. 

The  church’s  narthex  had  a  beauti¬ 
ful  hands-on  display  of  various  John 
Wesley  replica  items  as  well  as  histor¬ 
ical  information  on  this  personal  life. 

A  dinner  was  held  on  Friday, 

Aug.  1,  which  was  a  traditional 
English  meal.  The  meal  consisted  of 
English  salad,  English  prime  rib, 


English  Yorkshire  pudding  and  sticky 
toffee  pudding  prepared  by  Danny 
Lund  and  staff. 

On  Aug.  3  and  Aug.  10,  the  church 
held  special  program  for  adults, 
which  were  coordinated  by  John  Ulz, 
children  and  youth  assistant.  On 
Aug.  17,  the  church  celebrated  a  visit 
from  Susannah  Wesley.  On  Aug.  24, 
the  church  celebrated  a  special  visit 
by  John  Wesley  widi  a  covered  dish 
luncheon  and  birthday  cake  after  the 
1 1  a.m.  service. 


W.T.  Handy  Convocation 

The  annual  W.T.  Handy  Convocation  with  the  focus  of  Strengthening  the  Black 
Church  for  the  21  st  Century  was  held  at  Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans 
Nov.  1 4-1 5.  Top:  Dr.  Alonzo  Campbell,  Conference  director  of  Special  Ministries, 
pauses  for  a  photo  with  Dr.  George  Calvin.  Middle:  Rev.  Craig  Gilliam  talks  with 
attendee  Terry  Blake.  Above:  Convocation  volunteers  Katherine  Fields  and 
Celina  T.  Johnson  from  Peck  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  prepare 
materials  for  attendees.  Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 
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A  Place  Called  Home 

The  Methodist  Home  for  Children  in  New  Orleans  held  "A  Place  Called  Home,"  a 
nostalgic  fundraiser  featuring  an  auction,  Nov.  14  at  the  Cars  of  Yesteryears 
museum  in  Metairie.  Top:  CEO  Keith  Rhodes  stands  with  Board  Chairman  Curtis 
Pellerin  and  Gala  Chairwoman  Babs  Mollere.  Middle:  Auction  Co-Chair  Betsy 
White,  center,  works  the  bidding  board.  Above:  Partygoers  Dr.  Duke  Eversmeyer, 
Dot  Schuber  and  Fred  Schuber  share  a  laugh.  Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Fore  a  good  cause 

The  Lafon  Home  of  New  Orleans  hosted  its  annual  charity  golf  tournament 
Nov.  14  at  Bayou  Oaks  Golf  Course. Top:  Juan  Kincaid,  WWL  television  anchor  and  co¬ 
chair  of  the  event,  Ted  Jones  of  the  Lafon  Home,  Gary  Bell  of  the  Rimkus  Consulting 
Group  and  former  New  Orleans  Saint  Buford  Jordan  pause  for  a  photo  on  the  links. 
Tournament  golfer  Khanh  Benson  takes  a  swing,  above.  Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Awards,  from  page  7 

Backstrom  received  a  Certificate  of 
Merit  in  the  “Writing”  category  for  “AH 
That  Jazz,”  an  article  on  St.  Mark’s  Treme 
Jazz  Project  at  St.  Mark’s  Community 
Center  in  New  Orleans.  The  article  ran  in 
Louisiana  Now!  (Oct.  25,  2002)  and  was 
reprinted  in  Interpreter  Magazine. 

Lewis  received  Certificates  of  Merit  in 
the  "Photography”  category  for  photo 
essays  on  the  impact  of  Hurricane  Lili  in 
South  Louisiana  (“United  Methodists 
Begin  Cleaning  Up  Lili’s  Mess)  and  on 
the  Conference’s  emerging  Vietnamese 
ministry  in  Baton  Rouge  and  New 
Orleans  (“Vietnamese  Ministry”).  Lewis’ 


photos  on  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane 
Lili  were  carried  by  United  Methodist 
News  Service  and  ran  in  a  number  of 
other  Conference  publications. 

Jackie  Vaughan,  director  of  matching 
grants  for  the  Igniting  Ministry  team  at 
United  Methodist  Communications,  was 
voted  “Communicator  of  the  Year”  for 
2003  by  church  journalists. 

Vaughan  has  worked  closely  with  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  in  facili¬ 
tating  the  receipt  of  several  large  match¬ 
ing  grants  for  the  purchase  of  television 
air  time  during  Open  House  Month 
(September)  and  Lent. 


Gammon  to  celebrate  1 20  years  of  service 


Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  The 
United  Methodist  component  of  The 
Interdenominational  Theological  Center 
in  Atlanta,  Georgia  will  celebrate  120 
years  of  preparing  ministerial  leadership 
for  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

President  Dr.  Walter  H.  McKelvey  said 
that  activities  for  this  year  will  highlight 
the  acliievement  of  its  mission  as  one  of 


13  seminaries  related  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  theme,  "Living 
Locally  and  Serving  Globally",  will  set  the 
tone  for  activities  scheduled  during  the 
three  day  period. 

Alumni  Registration  is  $145  which 
includes,  dues,  banquet  ticket  and  regis¬ 
tration;  see  www.gammonseminary.org 
for  information. 


Editor’s  note:  We  hope  you  enjoy 
this  special  edition  of  La.  Now!  devot¬ 
ed  to  telling  the  stories  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Volunteers  in 
Mission  -  volunteers  in  action,  who 
demonstrate  their  faith  by  helping 
others,  here  at  home  and  around  the 
world. 

Discerners  Academy 
Retreat  set  for  January 

The  Discerners  Academy  Retreat 
will  be  held  Jan.  2-4,  2004,  at  the 
Windsor  Village  in  Houston.  Cost  is 
$25. 

Registrations  must  be  received  by 
Dec.  10  in  order  to  arrange  hotel 
accommodations.  Call  (225)  346- 
1646,  ext.  224,  for  registration  form  or 
more  information. 
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All  Aboard! 


LAVIM  missions  take  church 
members  around  the  globe 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 

Zabdiel  Arenas  is  following  in  his 
father’s  footsteps.  "My  father  was  a 
missionary  in  Venezuela  for  47  years, 
serving  the  same  areas  that  I  serve 
along  the  Caura  and  Orinoco  Rivers,” 
said  Arenas. 

El  Renuevo  Global  Ministries  serves 
the  indigenous  tribes  and  communi¬ 
ties  ofVenezuela,  ministering  to  30,000 
people  annually  through  a  medical 
boat  that  travels  up  and  down  the 
rivers. 

Poverty  is  everywhere  in  this  flat 
land  of  the  Amazon  jungles.  Many  of 
the  indigenous  people  settle  along  the 
riverbanks  because  the  waters  are 
their  only  roads.  The  remoteness  of 
their  location  presents  enormous  limi¬ 
tations  on  obtaining  educational 
opportunities  and  sufficient  health 
care. 

“One  of  the  challenges  we  face  is 
that  each  group  speaks  its  own  lan¬ 
guage.  But  as  a  staff  of  five,  we  manage 
to  communicate  fairly  well  with  the 
different  tribes  we  serve,”  explained 
Arenas. 


Join  the  first 
LAVIM  mission  to 
Venezuela 
Aug.  6-1 5, 2004 
with  team  leader 
Allen  Tuten 


The  people  served  by  El  Renuevo 
Global  Ministries  have  an  extremely 
low  annual  income,  rarely  exceeding 
$200  per  family  per  year.  There  is  no 
running  water,  and  houses  are  con¬ 
structed  of  bamboo  walls  and  palm 
roofs.  The  huts  must  be  rebuilt  annu¬ 
ally  because  it  rains  six  months  out  of 
the  year.  “The  rivers  rise  as  high  as  40 
feet.  Unfortunately,  these  are  the  same 
waters  that  the  people  drink  from. 

See  Venezuela,  page  3 


The  medical  mission  boat  of  El 
Reneuvo  Global  Ministries  plies  the 
Caura  River  in  the  Bolivar  state  of 
Venezuela,  bringing  much  needed 
medical  and  dental  care  to  people  in 
communities  there,  top  left. Top  right: 
local  children  receive  tooth  brushes 
and  instruction  on  dental  care.  Above: 
Volunteers  erect  a  house  of  concrete 
block. 


Casa  Esperanza  official  shares  what  it  is  like  to  receive  a  mission  team 


BY  MARYLE  J.  BARBER 
COMMUNITY  RELATIONS  DIR., 

CASA  ESPERANZA 

They  say  they  will  paint,  wash  win¬ 
dows,  clean  kitchens,  wash  toys,  fix 
meals  and  work  long  hours.  They  don’t 


say  their  lives  as  well  as  the  residents 
and  staff’s  will  be  changed.  How  can 
they?  They  don’t  know. 

Casa  Esperanza,  in  Albuquerque,  NM 
is  a  home  away  from  home  for  families 
facing  cancer.  We  are  an  18,000  square 


foot  facility  with  28  rooms  and  suites. 
We  house  108  individuals  each  night 
twenty  four  hours  a  day  seven  days  a 
week  and  have  provided  a  safe,  clean 
and  welcoming  home  to  over  15,000 

See  Volunteers,  page  8 
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Prepare!  Prepare!  Prepare! 


I  watched  my  life  pass  before  me  for 
a  couple  of  nights.  I  handled  my  past, 
my  present,  and  contemplated  my 
future.  It  was  a  nostalgic  as  well  as  an 
encouraging  journey.  That  which  has 
been  has  given  me  peace:  that  which  is 
yet  to  come  has  given  me  hope.  I 
guess  in  a  way  I  have  waltzed  with 
Christmas  past,  Christmas  present, 
and  Christmas  future. 

Kay  left  a  couple  of  days  early  for 
Reno,  Nevada  where  we  spent 
Thanksgiving.  That  left  me  in  Baton 
Rouge  to  do  some  much  needed  work 
in  my  office,  as  well  as  start  a  very 
important  work  at  home  -  decorating 
the  Christmas  tree.  I  know  I  started 
before  Thanksgiving!  But,  you  see,  I 
had  a  reason  for  this  early  plunge  into 
the  Christmas  season.  We  are  gone  for 
Thanksgiving,  will  return  home  for  one 
night  and  take  off  for  Shreveport 
where  we  will  be  involved  in  several 
things  up  there,  and  just  get  back 
home  one  day  before  the  Cabinet 
Christmas  party  is  to  be  held  at  our 
house!  So,  we  began  decorating  for 
Christmas  early  just  so  we  will  be 
ready! 

Maybe  it  was  because  I  was  alone  in 
this  family  task  of  decorating  the  tree. 
Maybe  it  was  because  I  had  just 
received  word  that  one  of  my  close 
friends  of  40+  years  had  lost  his  bout 
with  cancer  and  had  entered  the 
church  triumphant.  Maybe  it  was  just 
one  of  those  “Aha”  moments  when  you 
realize  you  have  seen  a  lot  of  life  pass 
before  you.  For  whatever  reason,  I  had 
a  trip  down  memory  lane. 

I  opened  the  box  of  “antique”  orna¬ 
ments  that  were  my  parents  before  I 
was  bom.  The  little  purple  glass  bell 
that  has  always  hung  on  the  top  of  the 
tree  was  there,  an  ornament  on  their 
first  Christmas  tree,  and  now  perenni¬ 
ally  on  ours.  There  were  the  red  and 
white  twisted  chenille  ornaments  in 
the  shape  of  candy  canes  that  my 
mother  and  1  bought  in  the  middle  of 
World  War  II  when  there  were  no 
Christmas  ornaments  to  be  had  any¬ 
where.  They  have  always  been  so  very 
special.  Now  they  are  worn  and  faded 
with  time,  but  still  as  beautiful  in  my 
eyes  as  they  were  on  that  brutally  cold 
December  day  in  1944  when  we 
bought  them. 

The  scratched  and  faded  glass  balls 
that  were  on  Kay’s  and  my  first 
Christmas  tree  were  there  in  their  old 
tattered  boxes  -  now  40  years  old.  They 
brought  back  that  December  in 
Durham,  North  Carolina  when  we 
took  ten  dollars  (a  fortune  to  us  in 
1964)  to  Woolworth’s  and  bought 
enough  ornaments  to  adorn  our  first 
little  tree.  They  have  been  present  ever 
since. 

Then  came  the  boxes  upon  boxes  of 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


“special”  orna¬ 
ments,  some  of 
which  were  gifts  to 
us  over  the  years 
from  friends.  With 
each  one  I  could 
see  that  friend’s 
face  and  stopped  to 
remember  their 
special  qualities. 

Our  boys  and  we 
purchased  many  of 
these  “special”  ornaments  as  we  made 
it  a  practice  for  each  of  us  to  buy  one 
decoration  each  year  that  was  espe¬ 
cially  meaningful  to  us.  Thinking 
about  each  of  those  ornaments  trans¬ 
ported  me  into  a  wonderful  spiritual 
journey. 

And  the  tree  trimmers  that  have 
been  added  since  coming  to  Louisiana 
were  front  and  center.  Cypress  knee 
angels,  replicas  of  the  old  state  capital, 
a  paddle  wheeler  boat,  and  others 
brought  joyous  thoughts  of  our  new 
home  and  our  new  colleagues  and 
friends  in  Christ. 

When  they  are  all  finally  on  the  tree, 
we  will  have  a  small  capsule  of  our 
entire  lives  standing  before  us.  Even 
though  I  am  early  with  the  task  of  dec¬ 
orating  the  tree,  I  am  grateful  I  have 
had  the  experience  of  slowly  putting  it 
together.  It  has  been  a  very  meaning¬ 
ful  exercise. 

Isn’t  that  the  way  with  our  Christian 
walk?  We  can  get  so  busy  with  day-to- 
day  things,  and  trying  to  keep  things  in 
order,  that  we  don’t  take  time  to  review 
our  faith  journey  and  consider  the 
depth  of  that  journey.  Perhaps  that  is 
something  Jesus  had  in  mind  when  he 
cautioned  us  to  be  ready  for  his  com¬ 
ing.  We  need  to  know  from  whence  we 
come,  where  we  are  now,  and  where 
we  are  going.  If  we  don’t  know  our 
own  faith  journey,  then  we  will  have  a 
hard  time  being  accountable  for  our 
life  before  the  Master. 

Advent  is  a  time  when  we  prepare. 
We  prepare  our  hearts  for  the  new 
birth  of  Jesus  in  us.  We  prepare  our 
spirits  for  the  return  of  Jesus.  We  pre¬ 
pare  our  minds  for  the  encounter  with 
Jesus.  We  prepare  our  emotions  for 
the  indwelling  of  Jesus.  The  best  way 
for  us  to  prepare  is  to  know  who  we 
have  been  and  to  know  how  we  got  to 
be  who  we  are.  May  this  season  of 
preparation  be  especially  meaningful 
for  you  as  you  continue  on  your  jour¬ 
ney  to  become  one  with  Christ  Jesus, 
the  babe  of  Bethlehem  and  the  Christ 
of  Calvary;  the  one  who  was,  who  is, 
and  who  is  to  come. 

In  Christ's  love, 


Ekaterinburg,  Russia  will  receive  two  LAVIM  teams  in  2004,  June  1 5-26,  led  by 
James  Gillespie  and  November  22-December  3,  led  by  Doug  Milliron.  Both  teams 
will  engage  in  educational  missions,  VBS  ministries  and  prisons  and  orphanages, 
and  repair  projects.  The  Louisiana  Conference  through  its  Russia  Initiative  and 
LAVIM  assisted  in  completing  the  First  UMC  at  Ekaterinburg  and  continues  its 
support  through  annual  mission  teams. 


Ask  and  you  shall  receive! 

If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness  in 
Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La. NOW!  and  you 
will  receive  it.  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass  the  form  along 
to  a  friend  and  spread  the  Good  News! 


Name . 


Address  _ 

Telephone . 
Church _ 


Enclosed  is  my  check  for 

□  $15  (One  year) 

□  $25  (Two  years) 

Please  mail  to:  Subscriptions,  La. NOW!,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802 


Louisiana  Conference 


William  W.  Hutchinson  Resident  Bishop 

Don  Cottrill  Provost 

Betty  Backstrom  Editor 

Joshua  Lewis  Contributing  Editor 

Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  the  newspaper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and  is  published  twice  a  month. 

Subscriptions  are  $1 5  for  one  year,  $25  for  two  years. 

(Please  make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.) 

Send  subscriptions,  news  and  information  to: 

Editor 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
E-mail:  lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888)239-5286  ext.  227 
(225)  346-1646,  (225)  383-2652  fax 

You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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LAVIM  Director  Larry  Norman  joins  pictured  with  Gelmarie  and  Danny 
Moreno-Sanchez  at  the  recent  South  Central  Jurisdiction  UMVIM  Summit  at 
Mount  Sequoyah. 


FROM  THE  DIRECTOR 

Can  you  believe  it?  LAVIM  started  out  five  years  ago  “borrowing”  twelve 
medical  team  dates  in  Rio  Bravo,  Mexico  from  Oklahoma  VIM  and  HOPING  we 
could  fill  all  of  them  with  12  or  more  volunteers. 

For  2004,  our  Annual  Conference  already  has  thirty- two  teams  scheduled  to 
Reynosa,  Mexico  that  will  be  both  medical  and  construction.  Most  of  those 
teams  will  consist  of  20  or  more  volunteers! 

Each  will  be  answering  the  call  to  do  for  those  who  have  less,  those  who 
need  a  healing  touch  or  a  hand  in  making  their  environment  safe,  healthy  and 
protected.  In  the  last  three  years,  LAVIM  has  redesigned  and  repaired  a 
Mexican  Methodist  Church  to  be  used  as  a  headquarters  for  our  own  and  other 
mission  groups.  There  are  beds  for  24  or  more,  a  bathhouse,  a  chapel,  work¬ 
shop  and  pharmacy  to  further  our  ability  to  help  in  an  area  of  great  poverty 
and  few  jobs.  Our  teams  also  travel  deeper  into  Mexico  on  occasion  to  meet 
the  needs  of  indigenous  communities  and  remote  fishing  villages. 

These  Reynosa  teams  and  the  many  other  national  and  international  LAVIM 
teams  going  in  the  Name  of  Christ  all  over  the  world  are  changing  lives  physi¬ 
cally,  materially  and  spiritually. 

And  it  doesn’t  just  happen  in  the  lives  of  those  whom  our  teams  serve. 
Perhaps  Dr.  Tony  Edwards,  participant  in  several  LAVIM  medical  teams  and 
recent  speaker  at  one  of  the  two  Louisiana  Methodist  Foundation  Legacy 
Banquets  at  which  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  was  featured:  “Most  people 
wonder  how  they  can  take  off  four  days  or  a  week  or  more  to  serve  on  an 
LAVIM  team?  1  challenge  you  to  take  that  step,  but  don’t  go  for  a  week — go  for 
an  experience!” 

Whether  a  few  days,  a  week. .  .or  a  month,  as  some  have  done;  the  experi¬ 
ence  is  waiting  for  you! 

Larry  D.  Norman,  LAVIM  Director 


Two  LAVIM  teams  will 
go  to  Alaska  in  2004. 
Judd  Hammond, 
team  leader,  will 
return  to  Nome, 

July  23-August  1. 
Allen  Tuten  leads  a 
team  to  Sitka  in  early 
Summer. 


A  volunteer  provides  dental  care  in  Venezuela. 


Venezuela,  from  page  7 


There  are  terrible  problems  with 
malaria  and  hepatitis.  This  area  has  a 
47  percent  mortality  rate  before  the 
age  of  three,”  said  Arenas. 

Perhaps  the  most  alarming  health 
issue  is  one  that  is  most  easily  pre¬ 
vented.  "Large  numbers  of  these  peo¬ 
ple  suffer  from  ‘river  blindness,’ 
caused  by  a  parasite  transmitted  by  a 
mosquito  bite.  The  parasite,  which 
travels  through  a  person’s  blood 
stream,  attacks  the  cornea,  causing 
permanent  blindness.  There  is  a  vac¬ 
cine,  given  once  a  year,  that  can  pre¬ 
vent  ‘river  blindness.’  For  only  $100, 
we  can  provide  the  vaccine  for  12 
people  annually.  This  year,  we  would 
like  to  reach  close  to  5,000  people 
with  the  vaccine,”  said  Arenas. 

Dental  health  needs  are  also  over¬ 
whelming.  "Because  we  lack  proper 
instruments,  many  times  infected 
teeth  are  extracted  using  pieces  of 
bamboo  and  a  pair  of  pliers.  Each  set 
of  dental  instruments  costs  around 
$700,  but  we  are  also  happy  to  get 
recycled  sets  from  American  den¬ 
tists,”  said  Arenas. 

The  medical  boat  serves  as  a 
training  unit  for  dental  assistants  that 
reside  in  the  respective  communities. 
So  far,  El  Renuevo  has  trained  over  35 
indigenous  persons  to  give  anesthe¬ 
sia  and  perform  tooth  extractions. 

Arenas  emphasizes  that  the  min¬ 
istry  is  not  just  a  social  program.  “We 
are  helping  them  to  learn  that  God 
loves  them  and  that  Jesus  is  their 
Savior.  He  gave  his  life  for  us,  and 
commanded  us  to  love  our  neighbor 
as  we  love  ourselves.  The  actions  of 


the  ministry  demonstrate  that  sacrifi¬ 
cial  love,”  he  explained. 

In  the  last  seven  years,  the  min¬ 
istry  has  established  six  churches 
along  the  river. 

Each  congregation  has  its  own 
pastor,  and  four  new  church  starts 
are  slated  for  next  year.  Number 
seven  is  under  construction,  and  vol¬ 
unteers  are  needed  to  help. 

A  medical  LAVIM  team,  led  by 
Allen  Tuten  of  Ruston,  is  slated  to 
arrive  in  the  summer  of  2004.  They 
will  join  the  medical  staff  of  the  hos¬ 
pital  boat  that  travels  the  river  treat¬ 
ing  the  people  of  the  indigenous 
Indian  village. 

“I  want  to  invite  Christians  in  the 
health  professions — doctors,  nurses, 
dentists  and  paramedics — to  serve  as 
volunteers  in  our  ministry.  I  know 
that  some  people  have  been  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  possibility  of  terror¬ 
ism,  but  there  are  not  really  any 
problems  in  our  remote  area,”  said 
Arenas.  Financial  donations  are  also 
needed  to  keep  the  ministry  going. 
One  year  of  operation  for  the  medical 
boat  costs  $21,000. 

El  Renuevo  is  working  hard  to 
raise  $10,000  to  qualify  for  a  match¬ 
ing  grant  from  Frazier  Memorial 
UMC  in  Montgomery,  Ala.,  to  keep 
the  boat  afloat. 

“Our  ministry  is  about  showing 
God’s  love  in  practical  ways.  This  is 
the  statement  of  our  ministry — Bring 
your  life  as  an  instrument  and  let  the 
hand  of  the  Lord  provide  relief.  It  is 
the  only  way  to  show  these  people 
that  God  loves  them.” 
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2004  MISSION  OPPORTUNITIES 

INTERNATIONAL 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

TASK 

BAHAMAS 

June  12-19 

Nassau 

Dean  Sawyer 

Construction 

June  19-26 

Nassau 

Ann  Sutton 

Construction 

CAMBODIA 

Jan.  26  -  Feb.  6 

Koki 

Doug  Milliron 

Education 

ECUADOR 

July  4-11 

Quito 

Robbie  Dunham 

Construction 

July  11-18 

Quito 

Robbie  Dunham 

Construction 

EL  SALVADOR 

July  9-19 

TBA 

Hannah  Wells 

Construction 

Late  Summer 

Jayaque 

Ray  Stickman 

Construction 

ENGLAND 

Fall 

Manchester 

Tim  Lawson 

Construction 

GUATAMALA 

July  23-31 

Lemoa 

Michi  Head 

Construction 

GUYANA 

April  17-25 

Georgetown 

Larry  Norman 

Construction 

HONDURAS 

June  26-July  4 

Subriana 

John  Krause 

Construction 

Sept.  25-Oct.  3 

Tegucigalpa 

Meghan  Hochstetler 

Construction 

October  22-31 

La  Ceibita 

Joe  Connelly 

Construction 

MEXICO 

February  21-26 

Reynosa 

Terry  Love 

Construction 

March  15-19 

Reynosa 

Matt  Rawls/Ken  Irby 

Construction 

June  13-19 

Chiachia 

Brian  Mercer 

Construction 

SOUTH  AFRICA 

June  17- July  1 

Johannesburg 

Doris  LeBlanc 

Construction 

Spring 

Johannesburg 

La.  Tech  Wesley 

Construction/VBS 

RUSSIA 

June  15-26 

Ekaterinburg 

James  Gillespie 

Construction/Education 

Nov.  22-Dec.  3 

Ekaterinburg 

Doug  Milliron 

Construction 

VENEZUELA 

August  6-15 

Maripa  & 

Curas  River 

Allen  Tuten 

Medical/Construction 

USA 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

TASK 

ALASKA 

Early  summer 

Sitka 

Allen  Tuten 

Construction 

July  23-August  1 

Nome 

Judd  Hammond 

Construction/Repair 

ARIZONA 

July  9-18 

Navajo  Nation 

Wybra  Price 

Construction/Repair 

ARKANSAS 

April  12-15 

Mount  Sequoyah, 
Fayetteville 

Tom  Crouse 

Construction/Repair 

Summer 

Mount  Sequoyah, 
Fayetteville 

Ray  Stickman 

Construction 

October  24-30 

LOUISIANA 

Mount  Sequoyah, 
Fayetteville 

Allen  Tuten 

Construction/Repair 

March  12-14 

MISSISSIPPI 

"Takin'  it  to  the 
Streets",  Pineville 

John  Butterfield 

Ramp  Construction 

July  31-August  5 

Choctaw  UM 

Mission,  Philadelphia 

Rachel  Scott 

VBS/Construction 

Sept.  25-Oct.  2 

Choctaw  UM 

Mission,  Philadelphis 

LaMarylis  Cotton  & 

Patsy  Schmutz 

Construction 

NEW  MEXICO 

September  4-10 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

Casa  Esperanza 

Larry  Maddin 

Construction/Repair 

June  12-20 

MERCI  Center 
Goldsboro,  NC 

Lacy  Crouch 

Repair/VBS 

June  27-July  3 

MERCI  Center 
Goldsboro,  NC 

Lee  Cooke 

Repair/VBS 

July  10-18 

MERCI  Center 

Bob  Townsend 

Hurricane  Response 

OHIO 

May  29- June  6 

Triple  S  Camp 
Columbus,  OH 

Bill  McKee 

Construction/Repai  r 

TEXAS 

February  25-29 

Christian  Alliance 
Houston 

Max  Zehner 

Repacking 

Costs  for  missions  vary 

Due  to  ever  changing  flight  schedules 
and  policies,  LAVIM  is  unable  at  this 
time  to  print  final  costs  for  our  teams. 
Daily  contracts  are  being  completed  and 
final  budgets  and  fees  are  compiled. 
Please  inquire  about  the  costs  and 
arrangements  of  any  team  in  which  you 
are  interested  in  participating  by  calling 
(888)  239-5286  or  (225)  346-1646.  Cost 
information  and  a  brochure  outlining 
the  mission  will  be  supplied  as  soon  as 
available. 

How  to  become  a 
LAVIM  team  member 

Ready  to  start  your  spiritual  journey 
and  adventure  as  a  LAVIM  team  mem¬ 
ber? 

Want  to  know  how  to  sign-up  to  serve 
as  an  ambassador  of  Christ’s  love  and 
grace?  It’s  simple! 

Begin  by  looking  over  the  list  of 
national  and  international  team  desti¬ 
nations  and  the  Reynosa  Mini-Medical 
and  Construction  dates.  Pray  about 
where  God  may  be  calling  you  to  do 
your  mission. 

Offer  your  known  and  your  unknown 
gifts,  interests,  curiosities,  open  calendar 
dates,  desires  and  resources  to  be  used 
by  God  in  mission.  As  your  discerning 
proceeds,  several  destinations  or  prefer¬ 
ences  for  projects  as  well  as  questions 
about  particular  missions  will  evolve. 

For  each  mission  destination  there 
are  individual  brochures,  which  outline 
the  needs  of  the  project,  type  of  work  for 
which  you  can  volunteer. 

Brochures  contain  dates,  team  leader 
information,  fees,  arrangements,  travel 
plans,  what  to  bring  and  what  to  expect, 
climate  considerations  and  dress  code. 

Contact  the  LAVM  offices  to  request  a 
brochure  or  several  brochures  by  calling 
(888)  239-5286,  (225)  346-1646  or  by  e- 
mailing  your  questions  or  requests  to 
LduckN@aol.com.  A  brochure  will  be 
mailed  to  you  as  soon  as  possible.  You 
may  also  ask  to  speak  with  Larry  D. 
Norman,  Director,  LAVIM  or  Brenda 
Coppit,  Assistant  to  the  Director.  Both 
will  be  happy  to  address  your  interests. 
Brochures  and  answered  questions  will 
help  you  perceive  your  mission  destina¬ 
tion. 

Each  brochure  also  includes  a  regis¬ 
tration  form.  After  filling  out  the  form, 
mail  it  to  LAVIM,  527  North  Boulevard, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 

The  deposit  amount  listed  on  the 
brochure  must  accompany  your  regis¬ 
tration.  After  our  offices  receive  your 
registration  and  deposit,  the  team  leader 
will  be  in  touch  with  you  to  answer  fur¬ 
ther  questions,  schedule  team  meetings 
and  help  prepare  you  for  your  LAVIM 
mission. 

Now,  you  are  on  your  way  to  mission 
service  as  a  Louisiana  Volunteer  in 
Mission!  Continue  to  be  in  prayer  about 
your  mission,  the  people  you  will  meet 
when  you  arrive  and  the  new  friends 
you  will  find  among  your  team  mem¬ 
bers. 

Ask  God  to  guide  you  not  only  as  you 
prepare  and  participate  in  the  mission 
but  in  how  the  experience  will  add 
growth  and  grace  to  your  faith  experi¬ 
ence  and  your  walk  with  Christ. 
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2004  REYNOSA 

SCHEDULE 

DATES 

TEAM  LEADER 

January  8-11 

Bob  Marshall 

January  21-25 

Mark  Schiltz 

February  5-8 

Nancy  Wofford 

February  19-22 

Jerry  Hilbun 

March  4-7 

Jerry  Sheppard 

March  18-21 

Tom  Dungan 

April  1-4 

Asbury  UMC, 

Lafayette 

April  15-18 

Jack  O'Dell 

April  15-18 

Pete  Harrington 

April  22-25 

Scott  Bullock 

May  6-9 

Judd  Hammond 

May  20-23 

Pat  Rice 

June  3-6 

Karen  Batchelor 

June  17-20(24) 

Jodie  Adams 

June  24-27 

John  Sauls 

July  1-4 

Anita  Smith 

July  15-18 

Steve  Stephens 

August  5-8 

Jim  Gilbert 

August  19-22 

TBA 

September  2-5 

Glenn  Cambre 

September  9-12 

Allen  Penick 

September  16-19  Tom  Dungan 

October  7-10 

Asbury  UMC, 

Lafayette 

October  14-17 

Jack  O'Dell 

October  21-24 

Jerry  Sheppard 

November  4-7 

Mark  Martin 

November  18-21 

Jim  Maker 

December  2-5 

John  Bergstedt 

December  16-19 

Diana  Hearn 

LAVIM  teams  to  Reynosa,  Mexico  need  both 

medical  and  construction  volunteers.  The  per 

person  cost  is  380,  including  air.  Volunteers 

may  also  supply  their  wn  transportation  to 

Reynosa. The  mission  fee  for  hose  driving  is 

$165.  A  deposit  of  $165  must  accompany  all 

Reynosa  registrations. 

Help 


LAVIM  improve  housing  conditions  and  life  in  El  Salvador 


Gelmarie  Moreno-Sanchez, 
UMCOR/UMVIM  representative  to  El 
Salvador,  knows  that  it  is  hard  to  find 
someone  with  a  dream  in  the  impover¬ 
ished  Central  American  country. 

"People  here  have  very  little  hope.  It  is 
hard  to  make  plans  for  your  future  when 
you  have  to  worry  about  finding  enough 
food  for  today,”  said  Moreno-Sanchez  at 
a  recent  speaking  engagement  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Gonzales. 

Gelmarie,  who  serves  alongside  her 
missionary  husband  Danny  Sanchez, 
explained  that  working  with  the  people 
of  El  Salvador  is  a  bit  of  a  culture  shock 
for  her.  “Danny  and  I  are  from  Puerto 
Rico,  and  we  are  very  affectionate  peo¬ 
ple.  We  love  to  give  out  hugs  and  kisses! 
But  people  in  El  Salvador  are  guarded. 
They  have  struggled  through  years  of 
Civil  War  only  to  suffer  the  devastation 
of  two  earthquakes  in  2001.  There  is  no 
real  joy  in  life  for  them,"  said  Gelmarie. 

The  houses  that  most  El  Salvadorians 
live  in  are  made  from  mud  and  bamboo, 
with  palm  fronds  for  the  roof.  Armed 
security  guards  are  seen  everywhere. 
There  are  no  bathrooms  or  other  con¬ 
veniences.  Soap  and  shampoo  are  a  lux¬ 
ury.  “The  only  blessing  for  these  people 
is  that  they  don’t  long  for  the  things 
Americans  long  for.  You  don’t  miss  the 
things  you  have  never  known,”  said 
Danny. 

The  two  missionaries  face  the  same 
challenge  every  day.  “How  do  you  spread 
the  Good  News  that  Jesus  is  the  ‘Bread  of 
Life’  when  these  people  are  starving  to 
death?  We  say  to  them,  ‘Jesus  has  a  plan 
for  your  life.’  But  they  want  to  know, 
‘Where  is  this  plan?’  It  is  imperative  that 
the  church  must  provide  social  action 
along  with  our  Christian  message.  We 
must  demonstrate  God’s  love  to  them  so 
that  they  can  see  it  and  feel  it,”  said 
Gelmarie. 

Several  LAVIM  teams  have  worked  in 


Volunteer  Tonya  Graham  from  Pennsylvania  lays  concrete  block  in  Jayaque,  El  Salvador. 
Tonya  served  along  with  team  members  from  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Gonzales, 
led  by  John  Krouse.  Below,  volunteers  and  residents  pose  with  the  fruits  of  their  labors. 

El  Salvador,  attempting  to  improve  the 
housing  conditions.  An  enthusiastic 
group  from  the  Northwestern  Wesley 
Foundation  spent  eight  days,  building 
homes  and  getting  to  know  the  people 
there.  A  team  from  St.  Luke’s-Simpson 
UMC  traveled  to  El  Salvador  in 
September.  Gelmarie  and  Danny  have 
helped  to  establish  a  program  designed 
to  help  single  mothers.  Progress  is  being 
made  through  UMCOR  and  UMVIM. 

“These  wonderful  people  are  learning 
to  open  their  arms  to  us.  We  can  all  play 
a  role  in  improving  the  future  of  El 
Salvador.  First,  everyone  can  pray. 

Second,  United  Methodists  can  send 
funds  to  support  these  vital  projects. 

And  third,  we  need  more  volunteers  and 


missionaries.  It  is  so  rewarding  to  be  the 
hands  and  feet  for  God’s  work  in  El 
Salvador,”  said  Gelmarie. 

Join  the  next 
LAVIM  missions  to 
El  Salvador 
July  9-19,2004 
with  Hannah  Wells 
or  late  summer 
with  Ray  Stickman 


■k  .  N* 

”  *  J 

J 

*'-&9  / 

6 


Louisiana  Conference  NtJIft!  LAVIM  Update 


December  5,2003 


Wesley  Foundation  volunteers  help  build  new  church  in  South  Africa 


A  LAVIM  work  team  from  Louisiana 
Tech  University’s  Wesley  Foundation 
spent  the  month  of  June  helping  to  build 
a  new  church/ community  building  at 
Kwa  Thandeka  Township  in  Amsterdam, 
South  Africa.  The  old  church,  built  in 
1917  from  native  stone,  was  not  only  too 
small  for  the  congregation,  but  was 
beginning  to  show  signs  of  structural 
deterioration  due  to  age  and  poor  foun¬ 
dations.  The  old  church  is  an  historical 
monument  and  will  be  restored  and 
used  as  a  vestry  when  appropriate  fund¬ 
ing  is  acquired. 

The  team  of  29  students  and  faculty 
joined  a  team  of  local  congregation 
members  and  a  team  of  volunteers 
trained  last  year  by  Southern  Africa 
Methodist  Volunteers  in  Mission 
(SAMVIM).  SAMVIM  has  been  operat¬ 
ing  in  South  Africa  for  the  last  15  years 
and  is  the  sister  organization  to  UMVIM 
(United  Methodist  Volunteers  in 
Mission).  SAMVIM  helps  in  the  selec¬ 
tion  of  projects  and  coordination  of 
teams  in  Southern  Africa.  “The 
Louisiana  Tech  team  seemed  to  have  the 
highest  level  of  spiritually  I’ve  ever  wit¬ 
nessed,”  said  SAMVIM  Director,  Richard 
Bosart. 

Richard  is  a  Texan,  living  in  South 
Africa  for  the  past  15  years  and  in  charge 
of  developing  and  running  the  Volunteer 
in  Mission  Program  for  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Southern  Africa. 

While  part  of  the  team  worked  hard 
at  laying  bricks  at  the  church  site,  other 
team  members  helped  teach  basic  read¬ 
ing  and  math  at  the  John  Wesley  Pre- 
School,  built  10  years  ago  by  a  UMVIM 
team  from  North  Carolina. 

Each  evening  the  teams  would  come 
together  for  evening  meals,  fellowship 
and  devotions.  About  50%  of  the  church 
was  completed  while  the  Louisiana  Tech 
team  was  in  South  Africa,  and  the  local 
congregation  under  the  direction  of 
SAMVIM  completed  the  rest  of  the 
church  during  the  subsequent  months. 

"While  the  main  focus  may  be  the 
construction  project  itself,  we  never 


Join  the  next 
LAVIM  missions  to 
South  Africa 

June  17-July  1 
with  Doris  LeBlanc 
or  spring  with 
La. Tech  Wesley 

know  what  form  our  Christian  love  ‘in 
action'  takes.  A  little  boy  called  Fano  was 
at  the  Amsterdam  work  site  each  day 
while  other  kids  were  in  school.  Some  of 
the  team  members  started  inquiring 
about  Fano’s  absence  from  school  each 
day  and  found  out  he  was  an  orphan  liv¬ 
ing  with  his  aunt.  His  aunt  was  too  poor 
to  buy  school  uniforms  and  pay  his 
schooling  fees.  The  team  pooled  their 
assets  and  came  up  with  $3,000  which  is 
enough  to  fund  Fano  at  school  for  the 
next  6  years,”  said  Bosart,  who  reported 
that  Fano  is  doing  well  in  school. 

Another  life  that  was  changed  by  the 
La.  Tech  team  was  that  of  Kia  Bader,  a 
German  boy  staying  in  South  Africa  for 
six  months  with  one  of  the  church  min¬ 
ister’s  sons. 

Kia  was  invited  to  come  along  with 
the  team  and  was  introduced  to  God 
and  the  spirituality  of  the  team  during 
their  visit. 

“When  he  returned  home  in  August, 
his  mother  and  father  shared  that  Kia 
was  a  changed  person.  Sometimes  we 
never  know  what  God’s  plan  is  going  to 
be  and  whom  he  chooses  to  accompany 
us  on  the  Journey.  Praise  God  for  his 
Grace  and  Love,”  said  Bosart. 

The  Wesley  Foundation  is  discussing 
plans  for  sending  another  LAVIM  team 
to  South  Africa  in  2004  and  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Africa 
plans  on  dedicating  the  church  at 
Amsterdam  during  their  visit. 


Top:  The  LAVIM  team  from  the  La. Tech  Wesley  Foundation  works  to  build  a  new 
church/community  building  at  Kwa  Thandeka  Township  in  Amsterdam,  South  Africa, 
with  the  old  building  in  the  background.  Jimmie  Shahan  from  La.  and  John  Mitchley 
from  South  Africa  look  on.  Above: The  new  building  completed.  Below  and  left: The 
group  enjoys  fellowship  with  local  residents,  an  essential  part  of  any  LAVIM  mission. 
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Help  LAVIM  serve  Dulac  Community  Center 


BY  ALICE  ROTHROCK 
DIRECTOR 

Dulac  sits  in  an  area  that  is  prone  to 
storm  surges.  Any  time  there  is  a  tropical 
storm  or  hurricane  that  puts  it  to  the 
east  of  the  eye,  homes  are  subject  to 
flooding 

A  home  inundated  by  four  or  five  feet 
of  water  is  not  a  pretty  sight  after  the 
water  is  gone.  The  homes  get  cleaned 
up,  but  some  of  the  damage  does  not 
show  up  until  later.  That  is  when  Dulac 
Community  Center  needs  Louisiana 
Volunteers  in  Missions. 

Many  Volunteers  in  Mission  teams 
from  Louisiana,  and  other  states,  have 
helped  restore  damaged  homes  so  that 
the  people  of  Dulac  can  resume  normal 
lives. 

Many  of  the  residents  of  Dulac  have 
very  low  incomes.  A  number  are  elderly 
or  handicapped.  We  serve  as  a  site  for 
LAVIM  in  order  to  help  those  people 
keep  their  homes  repaired,  build  steps 
or  wheelchair  ramps,  get  a  new  coat  of 
paint  or  any  similar  task. 

Dulac,  located  deep  in  southcentral 
Louisiana,  is  predominately  populated 
by  Houma  Indians.  Our  agency  is  a 
National  Mission  Institution  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Clanton  Chapel  United  Methodist 


Church,  located  across  the  street  from 
the  center,  is  the  only  Native  American 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Louisiana. 
Together  we  serve  a  people  who  have 
endured  many  hardships,  but  they  are 
caring  and  thriving  brothers  and  sisters. 
It  is  a  joy  to  live  and  work  with  them. 

Our  facility  is  provided  by  UMCOR  to 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  and 
houses  28  males  and  28  females.  Our 
units  have  central  air  and  heat,  showers, 
a  laundry  and  a  dining  hall.  The  center 
boasts  meeting  rooms,  a  gymnasium 
and  the  church  sanctuary  for  worship 
and  devotions. 

Many  of  the  volunteers  at  Dulac 
Community  Center  plan  activities  for 
local  children  and  adults.  Summers  typ¬ 
ically  see  youth  groups  from  all  over 
planning  and  running  Vacation  Bible 
School  for  the  local  children. 

From  disaster  relief,  to  construction 
maintenance,  to  providing  important 
programs — serving  as  a  member  of  a 
LAVIM  team  is  an  incredibly  rewarding 
experience. 

Those  served  by  the  center  appreciate 
and  welcome  any  type  of  teaching  or 
recreational  project.  Contact  us  by 
phone  at  (985)  563-7483  or  e-mail  at 
dccl@mobiletel.com  or  lananarock- 
@aol.com  or  lavim  at  (225)  346-1646  or 
LduckN@aol.com. 


In  2004  LAVIM  will  return  for  the  third  year  to  Ecuador  with  team  leader  Robbie 
Dunham  of  DeQuincy.  Under  the  direction  of  Servants  in  Faith  and  Technology 
(SIFAT),  a  UM  sponsored  ministry,  Robbie's  teams  have  served  in  clinic  locations, 
VBS,  and  helped  to  build  the  "Little  Seeds  of  God  Daycare  Center"  in  Quito, 
which  will  be  completed  in  2004.  Volunteers  may  register  for  team  dates  of  July 
4-1 1  or  July  1 1-18,  or  combine  both  for  a  15  day  mission  helping  the  children  of 
the  inner  city  of  Quito. 


Mt.  Sequoyah,  a  charming,  75-year-old  conference  and  retreat  center  nestled  in 
Fayetteville,  Ark.,  provides  a  great  opportunity  for  volunteering  close  to  home. 


Mt.  Sequoyah  a  rewarding  volunteer  experience 


Mount  Sequoyah,  the  South 
Central  jurisdiction  conference  and 
retreat  center  nestled  in  Fayetteville, 
Ark.,  has  provided  a  fun  and  reward¬ 
ing  source  of  volunteer  work  for 
enthusiastic  LAVIM  teams. 

The  charming,  75-year-old  com¬ 
plex  even  boasts  a  facility  with  our 
state’s  name — the  Louisiana  Cottage. 
A  number  of  LAVIM  teams  have 
transformed  the  worn  down  lodging 
into  a  cheerful  residence  which 
reflects  the  culture  and  architectural 
styles  of  the  “Bayou  State.” 
“Volunteers  have  even  arranged  for 
artwork  from  Louisiana  folks  to  grace 
the  walls  of  the  cottage,"  said  Dr. 
Charles  Wallace,  retiring  president  of 
Mt.  Sequoyah. 

“We  always  enjoy  having  LAVIM 
teams  with  us.  They’ve  worked  hard 
on  projects  like  the  Bishop’s  Cottage, 
Fayetteville  Cottage  and  Sunset 
Cottage. 

“There  is  no  way  to  place  a  value 
on  the  time  and  money  LAVIM  vol- 


Join  the  next 
LAVIM  missions  to 
Mount  Sequoyah 
April  12-15 
with  Tom  Crouse, 
summer  with 
Ray  Stickman  and 
Oct.  24-30 
with  Allen  Tuten 


unteers  have  contributed,  because 
the  greatest  asset  is  the  connection 
established  between  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  Mt.  Sequoyah. 

“It  helps  them  ‘lay  claim’  to  us, 
almost  like  coming  home,”  said 
Wallace. 
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Young  volunteers  pack  food  supplies  bound  for  destinations  as  diverse  as 
Venezuela,  El  Salvador  and  North  Korea  through  the  Christian  Alliance. 


Join  LAVIM  in 'alliance' to  feed  hungry 


“Even  the  ‘little  ones’  can  partici¬ 
pate  in  this  type  of  mission  work," 
said  Jess  Stokely,  founder  of 
Christian  Alliance  for  International 
Aid.  One  of  the  main  volunteer  jobs 
available  through  the  Alliance  is  the 
opportunity  to  break  down  2,000- 
pound  bags  of  rice,  beans  or  pasta 
into  more  manageable  2-pound  bags 
which  are  distributed  to  hungry  peo¬ 
ple. 

“Children  and  youth  handle  the 
food  supplies  while  they  are  packing 
them,  and  ask  questions  about 
where  the  food  is  going.  It’s  a  very 
hands-on  way  to  serve  and  to  learn 
about  the  needs  of  the  less  fortu¬ 
nate,”  said  Stokely. 

Jess,  owner  of  Stokely  Foods  in 
Houston,  created  Christian  Alliance 
to  disperse  supplies  and  food  to 
international  areas  hit  by  disaster. 
The  nature  of  his  business  created  a 
perfect  fit  for  a  ministry  involving 
the  mass  distribution  of  food  items. 

Delivering  the  items  to  their  des¬ 
tination  is  simplified  by  the  use  of 
metal  shipping  containers,  which  are 
40  feet  by  8  feet  and  hold  40,000 
pounds.  It  just  so  happens  that 
Stokely  has  his  own  shipping  com¬ 
pany  too,  so  a  constant  supply  of 
containers  is  always  available. 

To  date,  830  containers  filled  with 
food  and  supplies  have  been  sent  to 
Honduras,  Guatamala,  El  Salvador, 
Colombia,  Venezuela,  and  even 
North  Korea.  “After  the  terrible 
Venezuelan  floods  in  January  of 
2000,  we  sent  27  loads  of  bottled 
water  and  clothing  by  ship.  We  were 
told  later  that  the  water  saved  thou¬ 
sands  of  lives,  because  there  was  no 
safe  drinking  water  to  be  had  right 
after  the  disaster,”  said  Stokely. 

The  containers  have  also  been 
outfitted  to  serve  as  medical  clinics 
in  areas  where  no  hospitals  or  clinics 


Join  the  next 
LAVIM  mission  to 

Christian  Alliance 

Feb.  25-29 
with  Tulane  Wesley 
Foundation 


are  available.  Twenty  eight  of  the 
containers  have  been  sent  to  Central 
America  and  Africa,  equipped  with 
electricity,  air  conditioning,  exam 
tables,  sinks  and  dental  chairs. 

One  container  was  transformed 
into  a  working  bakery,  and  is  now 
used  to  provide  fresh  bread  daily  to 
hungry  children  in  Korea. 

Stokely  is  gratified  that  over 
13,300  volunteers  have  served  the 
ministry  throughout  its  five-year  his¬ 
tory.  He  stresses  that  working  with 
the  food  preparation  is  a  wonderful, 
simple  way  to  express  God’s  love  for 
all  His  children. 

“By  providing  food  and  medical 
assistance  for  the  poor,  we  are  truly 
following  the  Wesleyan  tradition.  It’s 
such  a  joyous  way  to  serve  God’s 
purposes.  We  are  always  ready  to 
welcome  LAVIM  teams  that  come  to 
lend  a  helping  hand,”  said  Stokley. 
Six  LAVIM  teams  have  labored  at 
Christian  Alliance  in  the  past  five 
years,  including  one  24-member 
Family  Mission. 

He  also  emphasized  that  large 
donations  of  food  are  extremely 
important  to  the  continued  success 
of  the  Alliance. 

“We  would  love  for  more  farmers 
to  donate  some  of  that  wonderful 
Louisiana  rice,  whenever  possible,” 
he  said  with  a  chuckle. 


Volunteers,  from  page  7 


families  since  we  opened  our  doors 
eleven  years  ago. 

We  have  been  the  beneficiary  of  four 
VLM  teams  from  Louisiana,  as  well  as 
teams  from  Arizona,  and  Oklahoma.  We 
are  not  in  a  foreign  country;  the  VIM 
teams  do  not  offer  worship  or  even  build 
a  church,  home  or  bathrooms  with 
indoor  plumbing.  We  do  not  even 
receive  medical  care  by  traveling  doctors 
or  nurses.  We  simply  are  a  home  to  peo¬ 
ple  whose  lives  are  held  captive  by  can¬ 
cer  or  some  sort  of  all-encompassing 
crisis. 

So  what  do  VIM  volunteers  do?  They 
do  the  manual  labor  projects  required  in 
any  home.  We  have  too  many  plastic 
lids  that  don’t  match  bottoms  that  need 
to  be  to  sorted  out  and  cleaned  in 
kitchens  that  need  sorting  and  cleaning, 
we  have  dirty  and  broken  toys  from 
being  played  with  so  often  that  need  to 
be  washed  and  sorted  so  our  sick  and 
healthy  children  have  a  place  to  spend 
their  time,  we  have  dull  pink  paint  that 
needs  two  coats  of  white  paint  to  bring 
light  back  into  a  room,  we  have  rain 
splattered  windows  and  outside  doors 
that  need  to  be  washed.  Our  home  is 
just  like  your  home. 

We  also  have  sick,  sad,  lonely,  fright¬ 
ened  and  overwhelmed  residents  that 
need  time,  care,  and  visits. 

The  volunteer  teams  bring  joy, 
patience,  laughter,  special  food,  willing¬ 
ness  and  the  presence  of  Jesus  Christ  to 


Join  the  next 
LAVIM  missions  to 
Casa  Esperanza 
Sept.  4-10 
with  Larry  Maddin 

our  house. 

What  do  they  take  home?  Joy,  laugh¬ 
ter,  hope  and  stories  travel  with  them  to 
their  homes. 

Stories  of  a  child  that  now  knows 
what  love  looks  like  from  new  friends, 
people  who  gained  an  advocate  at  the 
hospital,  knowledge  of  children  with 
new  sundresses  and  books  to  read  and 
take  home;  people  who  ate  with 
strangers  who  became  friends;  knowl¬ 
edge  of  a  small  staff  who  had  help  carry¬ 
ing  their  burdens  for  the  week  the  teams 
were  in  the  house. 

I  encourage  you  to  think  about  what 
you  have  to  offer.  Find  a  place  to  give 
your  time,  talent  and  gifts.  For  more 
information  about  VIM  opportunities 
call  Larry  Norman  at  (888)  239-5286.  To 
learn  more  about  Casa  Esperanza  check 
out  our  website  at  www.casaesperan- 
zanm.org. 

So  did  they  do  what  they  said  they 
would  do?  Yes,  and  with  the  grace  of 
God,  they  did  more. 


TflKIfT  IT  TO  TIIE  STREETS 
PMEYlUE/fllEXflftDRIfl 
IMIRCH  1214.  2004 

RDDITIOOfll  flIUflJ  ROD  DRTEf 

to  be  nnnouncEo 


